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WHY PLAY DRAUGHTS?

Trove certainly is a good history source for the above game if one knows how to use it! There
are even reasons for playing draughts and some are given in the Hobart Mercury of 7" May,
1938 by the draughts editor “Double Corner”:- The Late James Hill author of Hill’s Manual -
Draughts provides a recreation as boundless as the sea. It is the people’s game, for in its
practice, the cobbler and the councillor, the parson and the plumber, all fraternize like so many
bees in a hive.

P.H. Ketchum, author of Ketchum’s “Hardy Manual”- Draughts is a simple game to learn, yet it
is so deep that no-one has yet mastered it to the extent of being invariably able to prevent defeat.

Hugh T. Egan (ex-champion of Australia) - This apparently simple game is the oldest and most
scientific mental pastime known to man. The truth is, it taxes the intellectual faculties to the
utmost; a lifetime is too short to fully master its intricacies, and its variety is practically infinite.

The late Alfred Jordan, well-known Scottish-American expert - I know so little about this game
that sometimes fool amateurs are hard to beat until they start to beat themselves; they adopt
lines in well-known games that sometimes stagger one.

Mr. Wm. Morgan-the well known Hobart player - It is a nice indoor game for any young man to
learn. It creates a good memory.

Mr. Robert McNair (late President of the Australian and Tasmanian Draughts Associations).
The game of draughts is worthy of the attention of any young person, and the delight experienced
by anyone following up the game will increase as experience grows. Draughts looks simple, but
let the novice beware:-There is a profundity beyond that will tax the best intellect and expert.

If one wants contact with the great races of the past, draughts is one game. It changed from some
obscure game played in Egypt and Ur thousands of years BC to “modern” draughts around 1200
AD. I can see why Edward Falkener the author of “Games Oriental and How to Play Them” fell
under its spell as well as falling in love with Queen Hatshepsut of Egypt. She was a little old for
him but she was a leader in the time of men. If the spiritual Edward ever falls out of love with
her, I will keenly take his place! I have no doubt draughts, or perhaps I should say its ancestors
are far older than the great rival chess. To be transported back to the Pharaohs all one has to do is
play draughts and imagine.



1. HISTORY FROM PRE-DYNASTIC EGYPT

H.J.R. Murray’s “History of Board Games other than Chess” 1952 details a gaming board found
near Abydos Upper Egypt in a pre-dynastic cemetery at El Mahasna. It must have caused a storm
as it is a clay board 7” x 2.75” divided into 3 x 6 squares with 11 conical pieces two of which
were 1” high and 9 others 1/3 high. Murray thought it from 4000-3500 BC and 1000 years
older than other boards. He then details the game of Senat in a painting showing two men
kneeling at opposite ends of a board touching their cylindrical men some of which have nobbled
tops. There appear to be 12 men. (5" Dynasty 2500-2400 BC). By 1270 BC there are 3 board
games but as early as the 1st Dynasty (3000BC) game boards and pieces were found in tombs.
Queen Hatshepsut’s board in the Louvre features with its 3 x 10 square shape on one side and a
20 square board on the other with 12 squares one end and 8 squares only 1 wide leading to the
other a little like a square tennis racquet.

The Ur game boards are 3x8 squares with one truly lovely board of 20 squares covered in rare
stones and rosettes which Hacker Art Books have used as a cover piece in their 1978 reprint of
Murray’s 1952 work. He links the games to older Egypt, Palestine, Greece and Rome and the
lovely board to Senat. He omitted China and claimed that Chinese historians have always tended
to exaggerate the age of their inventions, and in particular the age of their games. This sentence
was missed by David Li in his “The Genealogy of Chess” 1998 where a caustic critique of
Murray (pages 79-87) neglects the above and seems to indicate Murray’s “Other Than..” book
was not read as it is not in the Bibliography.

It has always been thought that chess was older but when one looks at the two games it is logical
that the simpler game of draughts or its ancestors should be older. An examination of Trove
reveals some startling claims for the age of draughts. The Pharaoh Queen Hatshepsut of Egypt
being one (ca 1473BC) But then if Duncan Forbes lovely 1860 book on Chess History is to be
believed chess is 5000 years BC (Indian birth). Forbes was dismissed by Murray as far too early.
The claim of the great Queen/Pharaoh is worthy of investigation. It is around the right age as the
Chinese game Wei Chi is older (2000BC ca) and one might expect a simplification, 500 years
later. But when did “draughts” become draughts and “chess” become chess?



On p.73 Murray states on draughts -

1) There is no evidence that draughts was played outside of France, England and the Spanish
Marches before 1500, the first mention of the game, as played in Italy, dated from 1527 and
elsewhere in Europe is later than 1550 and implies a spread eastwards from France.(2) The
name of the draughtsman was borrowed from the name of the ‘queen’ in chess, at first ‘fers’, and
when ‘dame’ took its place in chess, draughts followed suit, and the draughtsman changed to
‘dame’ also.

Further on p.75 he writes “undoubtedly one parent was chess which provided the board and the
name of the draughts men...... the other parent seems to have been alquerque which provided the
number of men and the method of capture.” And so, draughts is a creation of chess and
alquerque and spread from France to Italy, England and Europe.

In the final chapter 9 he concludes that in sharing leisure hours and playing with friends, most
board games originated. I was hoping for a leap of logic from Egypt to Europe to everywhere
just as Edward Falkener suggested as below.

Edward Falkener in his fine book ‘Games Ancient and Oriental...” 1892 writes lovingly about
the Queen who is Hatasu in his book. And he takes the Egyptian games much further back than
the Queen to 3 or 4 thousand years BC. Could chess and draughts have the same parentage?
Good value is the Dover reprint at $3.50 in 1961. Its paper is still crisp. We won’t see chess
moves in the Egyptian Chapter but the serious research by an eminent Egyptologist, Dr.S. Birch
of the British Museum is great to read and discloses Falkener as a true student of the ancient
games. There is a sketch of Rameses III at game which is worth seeing. It looks a forerunner to
the real draughts with 12 men on the board. Earlier a letter from Birch to Falkener is given with
the first sentence:- Herewith I send you the representations of the games of draughts on the
monuments, which I have long promised you.....Falkener was critical of Birch in many parts of
that elegant first chapter on the ancient Egyptians and he was definitely in love with Hatshepsut
despite the age gap. He thought Birch wrong for his view that chess was invented in those
ancient times but that a form of draughts was played then.

Falkener was born in 1814 and died in 1896. The above was his last book. He married in 1866
and had 3 daughters and a son and a very interesting life with a 5 year tour of Asia Minor, Syria,
Palestine and Egypt from 1842-1847 with some excavation in Pompei. Here he dug at the house
of Marcus Lucretius (Aurelius?) with the results published in his ‘Museum of Classical
Antiquities’ 1851/5. He started serious research in 1866 when he retired to Wales with his wife
Blanche Golding.

Wikipedia has more as it does on his successor Robert Charles Bell 1917-2002. He was a far
more prolific author and being a plastic surgeon was wealthy. His book, ‘Board and Table
Games from Many Civilisations’ was published by Oxford University Press in 2 volumes in the
early 1960s. The Dover reprint in 1979 was in one volume (383 pages). A useful book as it
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includes 1 page biographies of As-Suli, Charles Cotton, Thomas Hyde, Edmond Hoyle, Joseph
Strutt, Duncan Forbes, Edward Falkener, Stewart Culin, Willard Fiske,& H.J.R. Murray. There
are 91 games described and a lot more plates and photos of games. He used the word ‘unreliable’
about Falkener’s book which was disappointing. There were 42 games in Falkener. (366 pages)

On page 71 of Bell is the following:- “3.DRAUGHTS - About A.D. 1100 someone unknown,
probably living in the south of France, invented a new game using tablemen on a chequered
chess board with the moves of Alquerque. Each player has twelve pieces called FERSES, the
name of the queens in medieval chess, and the ferses in the new game moved in the same way as
in the old, one square diagonally in any direction. A piece in FIERGES, however, made a
capture by jumping diagonally over the enemy piece to land on an empty square immediately
beyond....”

Bell considers draughts a war game. Murray was certain chess was a war game.

Daniel Willard Fiske wrote “Chess in Iceland” in 1904 the year of his death. The Preface of
this 400 page book was completed by his literary executor Horatio White who later completed
many other books on Fiske. After Iceland which takes almost 100 pages he discusses many other
board games including draughts:- p. 97 — “Now the game of draughts has no checking, no
mating, no castling, no variety of movements among its men; hence it is possible to consider it as
a simple collection of moves, or as a collection of simple moves — a game of moves and nothing
else. This suggestion as to the immediate origin of its English appellation may be a far-fetched
one, but no more acceptable explanation can be found in the dictionaries, though the idea is
perhaps best of all expressed by Skeat in his well-known “Etymological Dictionary” in which he
styles draughts “a game of alternate moves.” On page 358 he defines “Draughts as a greatly
simplified chess, and is hence to be considered as having its direct and sole origin in that game.
It was apparently devised in Spain during or before the XIIIth century. It has already reached
England in the XIVth century and could not well have been known in Iceland much before the
XVth, probably somewhat later. It came to the Island — to judge by the name given it — possibly
from Scotland, but more likely from Norway or Denmark, although it might likewise have made
its way thither from Germany during the time of the trade carried on, especially after the
beginning of the XVth century, between Iceland and the Hanseatic cities. Icelandic writers have,
as yet, given very little attention to the story of draughts.”

I have always had an affection for games historians and the biography of Duncan Forbes (1798-
1868) was great to read. Many years ago a copy of his ‘History of Chess’ 1860 came here from
one of Dr. Niemeijer’s auctions. It had been in the Melbourne Chess Club and went back to
Europe to Dr. N in Holland and then back to Australia where it still is today. A very travelled
copy. It has been reprinted by Moravian Chess in recent years. Forbes was from a poor family
and his parents and family went to America and left him in Scotland with his grandfather where
his schooling was slow and he learned English at 13 but study took him to the University of St.
Andrews obtaining an MA in 1823. He went to India for 3 years but ill-health brought him back
where he learned Hindustani and in 1837 was appointed Professor of Oriental Languages at
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King’s College London. He loved chess and this led to the above book which I am proud to own.
He mentions Egypt and the invention of chess there by some historians but concludes that the
Egyptians never did possess or prefer any claim whatever to the invention. He believed India
was its birthplace.

And now Richard Torning gives detail of the Spanish claim to the invention of draughts via
Ricardo Calvo and Govert Westerveld. More to read here but one of the beauties of chess
research is that many times its sister game of draughts features in the research.

One of the modern books (2017) is “A World of Chess” by Jean-Louis Cazeaux and Rick
Knowlton (McFarland) which stays closely to roots starting with the Arabian Nights, Indian
Monsoons, Chinese Gunpowder, Japan’s Rising Sun and Evolution and Revolution in Europe
finishing with Variants and the Origins of Chess. The chapter titles are eye-catching and the final
chapter 7 on the Origins of Chess start well with ‘Looking for a Common Ancestor’ and
considers Persian, Arabic, European an Chinese Legends but is only 5 pages. It gets going with
the ‘Modern Search’. Sadly Egypt is omitted from the text and even the extensive indexes and
notes are silent though Falkener is named. The Chess Timeline starts at 569 in China so proto
chess and draughts are not considered. The index does give 3 references to checkers (draughts)
on p.223, 349 & 372:-

p.223-deals with King Alfonso’s Games (1251-1284) and the book “Libro de lasJuegos” which
is 98 pages split into 7 books. One of those books “Libro de Alquerque” deals with merels,
morris and alquerque, an ancestor of checkers. The full text of this beautiful book is on the
Internet according to the authors but in ancient Castilian.

p.349 - considers the shape of the pieces and the Chinese flat discs so like draughts men. The
authors hypothetically suggest that if the discs came first rather than the sculpted or carved
standing figures of Persia and India then the implication was the game of chess started in China
and it does not discuss the game of draughts with its discs and early Chinese chess having the
pieces in common. One aside are the draughtsmen found with the Lewis chess pieces which
rarely get publicity. If the Lewis chessmen are 1160AD then draughts is a similar age or older.

p.372 is a note referring to ‘huffing’ in draughts (checkers) which was no longer in force after
1910 in international draughts.

p.360 - has a note (12) on the Madagascan game ‘fanorona’ which was probably derived from
the Arab game ‘al-qirq’ (alquerque) which was an ancestor of merels and checkers (draughts) in
15" century Valencia Spain.

Another book No.8 in the series by Dr. Hans Ellinger, ‘The Anatomy of Chess’ by Jean Louis
Cazeaux, Gerhard Josten and Myron Samsin 2003, has an excellent introduction which writes of
the meeting at Fribourg in 2001 which discussed ‘Board Games in Academia’ and the Initiative
gruppe Konigstein. The GM Yuri Averbakh is a member and he thought that the process of
origins began with the evolution of an Indian race game into a chess game, that it was centuries
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long in development and that the Greek game ‘petteia’ & c are important in chess evolution. No
Egypt but modern research concentrates on when ‘chess’ seriously began

Some of the 10 lectures are in German with English summaries. It is a very fine 100+ page book.
In “On the Origin of Chess’ Averbakh mentions the Indus Valley but not Egypt. He is chess
oriented in this truly scholarly article of 9 pages.

Jean Louis Cazeaux 10 page article ‘Is Chess a Hybrid game?’ and it suggests Egypt got some of
its games from the Sumerian Royal game of Ur in ca 1800BC which precedes Queen Hatsepshup
though Falkener takes the Egyptian games way back further. JLC likes a meeting of the Chinese
Xianggi and the Indian Persian Chatrang for chess but there is no evidence of a ‘seminal game’
before Chatrang and Xianggi. He moves onto Magic Squares, the Chinese game of Liubo and
Alexanders’ invasion expeditions in this article and concludes that “his opinion has evolved and
changed direction several times in the past years, fluctuating with the rich and numerous contacts
made and may reverse in the future”. A good open mind that was used again in his book with
Rick Knowlton in 2017.

The article ‘Pawns and Pieces - Towards a Prehistory of Chess’ by Myron Samson features a
beautiful game board found in the Royal Graves at Ur in 1934 and is so like the Egyptian ‘Senat’
board on page 15 of Falkener’s book.

Gerhard Josten in ‘Chess-A Living Fossil’ goes into theories, legends and speculations about the
beginnings of chess and includes much from David Li’s book ‘The Genealogy of Chess’ 1998,
and that makes one wonder about contact between Ancient Egypt and China but back to Josten
who discusses a large sandstone block in the National Museum of Afghanistan called the
Rabatak that refers to Buddhist, Hindu and Zoroastrian gods as well as those in the local Kushan
Empire (now lost) but showing the linkages. The fall of Kushan may have destroyed the genesis
of chess which Josten places here. A truly clever article.



Historians place the invention of "modern” Draughts in the 12th century CE, when someone,
somewhere (probably in the south of France) combined the rules and pieces of Alguerque with the
8=8 grid of 2 commaon chessboard. They called the game Fierges, and the pieces "ferzes,” the same
name given to the queen in Chess; at that time the quesn moved like a Fierges piece, one space at a
time. Later, Ferses zlso became a name for the game, and by the 15th century both Fierges and Ferses

had been replaced by the name Jeu De Dames, or simply Dames.

Many famous men were fond of Draughts. It's antiquity is attested by Homer in the Odyssey, where
reference is made to games in the palace of Ulysses in Ithica: and by Plato who in his dialogs makes

frequent mention of it by way of illustration

The oldest know works on Draughts was published at Valencia, Spain in 1547 by Antonic Torguemada.
Famous Draughts players have been Cicero and many roman emperors: Napoleon; the Duke of
Wellington: Federick the Great: Pierre Mallet, engineer ordinary to Louis XIW; Edgar Allen Poe: |LP. Dodd
L.L.D; General U.5. Grant who ascribed much of his military success to the mental sharpening derived
from Draughts, Garibaldi, the savior of Italy; John Paterson the great mathematician; Andrew Carnegie

and hundreds of doctors, lawyers, and members of the learned professions,

From International Draughts Federation Website: Glorious Egyptian game setting



The Chess Amateur was a fabulously varied chess magazine from 1906-1930 and one section in
the early years was “Questions and Answers” conducted by H. Brockett-Pugh M.A. of Monckton
House Perrymead Bath England. Question 40 was in the March, 1908 issue p.167:-

“40. Which is the oldest game-Chess or Draughts. How come it that though the men and rules
for these games are so dissimilar, the boards are identically the same for both?”

The answer was on p.230 May issue and was answered by Mr. W. S. Branch, whose deeply
interesting discoveries and theories we so often refer to, tells us “that Draughts is undoubtedly
an older game than Chess (there are actually draughts-board and pieces in existence of earlier
date than any Chess materials yet found), and that Chess was gradually developed from
Draughts, though the exact stages and processes of the growth are largely concealed by the
lapse of many centuries.”

Mr. Branch finds evidence “that the game of Draughts was played nearly 2,000 years B.C., and
it may have been an old game then.

The draughts-board-like nearly all things that are really ancient-has gone through many
modifications affecting its shape, number of squares, etc.

Chess and Draughts are like the Great Twin Brethren who fought on the side of Rome at the
battle of Lake Regillus, and as immortal:-

By many names men call us;
In many lands we dwell.”

W.S. Branch gave a very long addendum starting p.262:- The following additional reply from
our valued contributor, shows that in our last number we hardly did full justice to his views.

“Games of a Draughts-like nature, and properly described as Draughts in a broad sense, existed
before Chess was invented-long before-yet it would be wrong to conclude that Draughts as
known in Europe and America is an older game than Chess. It is younger by eight centuries,
though older (by two or three centuries) than the modern moves and powers of the chess Queen
and the chess Bishop and the chess operation known as “Castling.” It may be said that modern
Draughts is older than modern Chess, and certain ancient forms of Draughts were older than
ancient Chess. But these ancient forms of Draughts were so different from Draughts as played
now as to be practically quite different games. The general principle was the same-to win by
capturing all the men of the other side, or by preventing the other side from making any move.
All the men were of the same value at the commencement of a game. We could quote descriptions
of the moves and some of the rules of several such games-Egyptian, ancient Roman, and others
but space forbids. Suffice it to say that the games were not played on boards of sixty-four
squares, and were otherwise very different from modern Draughts- which game, there is good
reason to believe, was developed from an ancient Arabic form of Draughts, called al-kirk, played



on a board of lines, not squares, with twelve men a side, but not quite with the present “moves”
of Draughts. The game was made to fit the chess-board, in Spain, about 1200-1300 A.D. and so
came Draughts as now known. The “double corner” which chiefly makes modern scientific
Draughts what it is, was provided by the chess-board. It did not exist on the board of lines.
Besides which change there was on that board no promotion of “men” to “Kings,” as well as
forward at any time after once moving. A capture was made just as it is now by a Draughts
King.”

Mr. Branch did not say that Chess was gradually developed from Draughts. Some of the
“moves” and also the board of an older game were utilized, but Chess, very much as described
in the oldest existing account of its “moves,” was no doubt invented by one man-somewhere in
India, some time between the beginning of our Christian Era and 450 A.D. It was a new game,
intended, as Mr. Murray conjectured, to be a “war game,” the pieces representing several kinds
of troops used in the Indian warfare of the time. Each side with, in addition, a Rajah and his
Prime Minister (our “Queens.)”

The sixty-four square board AD but not in connection with Chess-probably then unknown. It was
used for a dice-game, a kind of backgammon, and may also have been used for some kind of
Draughts. If so, it was not known in Europe or Egypt.

The origin and early history of Chess is not such a matter of mere theory and conjecture as many
suppose. The researches of modern students of ancient Hindu, Persian, Arabic and Chinese
literature have brought to light a quantity of evidence on the subject — especially since 1860.

The old idea, ‘made to much of by Dr. Forbes and repeated in the curious and amusing “Chess
History” by the late H.E. Bird, that the four-armed form of Chess was the original and much
more ancient than the two--armed is exploded. The so-called “Chaturanga,” for four players
with a King, Rook, Knight, Elephant or Ship, and four pawns each, and complicated or
simplified by the use of dice, was invented later than the two-armed game. It s still played in
India, though not to a great extent. But the word “Chaturanga” really includes any form of
Chess. It does not mean “four armies,” but the four chief portions of an army — the elephant, the
horsemen, the war-chariots with their warriors and the foot soldiers- an army of ancient India.”

It is, of course, difficult in tracing the history of Chess and Draughts to decide exactly what we
mean by Chess and Draughts, many evolutions, possibly many more than we have as yet any
idea of.

Both the Greeks and Romans of classical literature were familiar with games which, even if not
falling under a wider definition of Chess or Draughts, were in many respects akin to them.
Among Greek authors who refer to such games (which may or may not have been always played
with dice) are Homer, Herodotus, Sophocles, Euripedes, Pindar, Plato, and others. Sophocles
refers to a board of 5 lines (pentagramma), which some critics take to mean 36 squares. Several
Greek proverbs are also extant containing the technical terms of these games.
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Latin authors also make many references to games played on a board, though we do not even
know whether the words tabella, mandra and even abacus refer to the same or different boards.
Among the references we find Ovid, Martial, Seneca, Cicero, Pliny and Quintilian, and earlier
still Plantius and Lucilius.” (Now to page 294 in the July, 1908 Chess Amateur-)

“Cicero referred to duodecimscripta, probably a board of 12 lines, and one of the passages in
Ovid tells us that the men on each side were in three rows, resembling the modern draughts.

The material of which the men were made seems to have varied, the earliest work in Greek
means a pebble or small stone, but Roman men were made of glass, ivory, etc.

Scanty as these references are they cover a period of many hundred years and probably refer to
several games widely differing in many respects, but for the most part regarded as games of skill.

All that we can conclude is that in the earliest days of Greek and Roman Literature games, not
unlike modern draughts and chess, were in vogue and apparently well-known and not regarded
as innovations.

A friend residing in Algeria sent us recently a picture post card depicting Arabs playing
draughts on the sand, the men apparently being formed from the sand, and it is by no means
impossible that the children of the desert played a similar game thousands of years ago in very
simple form.

Something not unlike the elementary game of “noughts and crosses” may have been progenitor
of the modern scientific games just as the floating tree was doubtless the parent of the boat and
so by degrees of the modern ocean liner.”

Chess Amateur June, 1919 p.261:- Chess and Draughts” by E.B. Osborn

“The war has greatly increased the number of players of chess and draughts, who would like to
know something about the science of these alluring diversions- each of them is rather a minor art
than a mere game or harmless means of killing time. The old controversy as to which is the finer
test of intelligence and will-power has been lately revived. It can never be settled because the
preference for one or the other is purely personal, depending, in fact, upon the trend of the
player’s mentality. Edgar Allen Poe thought draughts subtler and more profound than chess, and
many mathematicians- especially those who love “neat solutions” and would cheerfully drink the
old Cambridge toast of “Pure mathematics, and may they never be the slightest use to anybody -
have endorsed his commendation. In draughts it is often possible for the expert to see a great
numbers of moves ahead, just as one sees so often the result of a mathematical exercise as
inevitable, whereas in chess the unexpected is always evolving, and even the fairest prospect is
so clouded with picturesque uncertainties that there is a saying among chess players that “there
is nothing as hard as winning a won game.” In draughts analysis is predominant; in chess
intuition has greater scope, especially in the complex positions of contests over the board with a
time limit. Lovers of precision naturally prefer draughts; as Poe did when his mind was intrigued
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by the making of the detective stories, which are such brilliant essays in the logic of
circumstance, and have inspired the creators of Sherlock Holmes, Sexton Blake and Arsene
Lupin. The other Poe — the maker of “To Helen” and other lyrics that grow by moonlight —
would probably have preferred the inexhaustible vicissitudes of chess, which vouchsafe to the
votary so many fair, fleeting glimpses of absolute beauty and —Beauty in itself, which is beyond
space and time and above all other servitudes of the human mind. Inexhaustibility is not among
the merits of draughts. Thus the variations resulting from the 11-15 opening have now been so
thoroughly analysed that it is practically impossible to defeat a player who chooses it and knows
the combinations by heart. It has, therefore, been found necessary to restrict the choice of
openings — in matches and tournaments, in order to avoid too many draws. But there is no sound
opening in chess in which the issue is inevitable, so that in one all-important respect draughts is
at a serious disadvantage in the comparison.

For all those who wish to pass out of the wood-shifting stage and acquire a knowledge of the
scientific principles of either game I can heartily recommend as a guide “Chess and Checkers”
(D. Appleton and Co., $1.25) by Edward Lasker, a former champion of the City of London Chess
Club, and an excellent player of draughts. The strategic ideas, which constitute the “science” of
either game, are admirably expounded, and the novice (who is apt to waste his time in learning
the array of variations by rote, without any inkling of the why and wherefore of them) will find
his little book a most profitable investment. Later on he can acquire the more detailed text-
books- to be used as works of reference- in which the leading lines of initial development are
catalogued and the mysteries of end-game elucidated. Time was when I myself preferred
draughts to chess, but the former game had to be abandoned as a mental relaxation because I
was haunted at night by wild and monstrous memories of the lost parti—in quasi-mathematical
nightmares I found myself wandering over boards of infinite extent, watching whole coveys of
men flying over far horizons and capturing men as they passed. Moreover, on a Vvisit to
Charenton I was introduced to a person who had gone made through playing Polish draughts to
excess, and this dismal object-lesson was reinforced by the lines from a lunatic’s poem of right
living:

Chacon a son gout.
Il faut toujours avoir soin
De ne pas danser devant le buffet.

(The lunatics were forbidden at their occasional balls to dance into the refreshment room in
order to protect the crockery.) So I now give some of my scant leisure to the mild lunacy of
chess, which never causes me a moment’s loss of sleep, for I am not such a lunatic after all as to
worry over the loss of a match game, however sternly contested.

There are some interesting notes in “Chess and Checkers” on the history of draughts. The
history of chess is, of course, finally settled in a stately monograph by Mr. H.J.R. Murray, the
son of the late Sir James A.H. Murray, the greatest lexicographer who ever lived, not excluding
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Dr. Johnson himself.”A History of Chess” (Oxford: the Clarendon Press) is a book into which
one may dip at any odd moment, with the certainty that some new and curious fact will be
revealed. The other day, for example, I was meditating on the curious subject of chess-chaff-the
quaint badinage, meaningless to the uninitiated and even a little irritating, which forms a sort of
spoken obligato to most skittle games. It seems it is a very old habit of chess-players. For
dipping into my Murray (after a few minutes research in my Griffith-and-White), I discovered
that this habit of jesting was universal among players in the time of the Abbasid Caliphs. “Chess
players,” wrote an authority of that far age, “employ different kinds of pleasantry and jests
designed to astound. Many maintain that these incite people to play, and add to the flow of
resource. They have been compared with the short, improvised verses which warriors employ
when encountering the enemy. Many verses describing this fashion have been composed: e.g. the
following by a player:

)

“Hotter than the glow of charcoal glows the player’s timely jest’
Think how many a weaker player it has helped against the best!”

Let chess players go on chiff-chaffing, then, for in so doing they are keeping up a fine old
tradition, which, to take another historic fact, was one of the secrets of the amazing popularity of
chess in the mediaeval castles, old and young, played it as part of the routine of chevalerie.

The history of draughts is far less spacious and distinguished than that of chess. It has always
been, and still is, a diversion of the commonality. But its origin is an unsolved problem. There is
no historical evidence for the theory that it is a deliberately simplified form of chess. A better
explanation attributes its appearance to the transference of the Spanish game of Alquerque (the
most complicated of the games known as merels, which includes Noughts-and- Crosses and
Three-in-a-row, and are the most ancient of board games), to the chess-board. The method of
capture at draughts, the multiple capture, and the huff, clearly point to a connection with
Alquerque, there is an inscribed board for this game in the cloisters of Norwich Cathedral).And
now there is a third theory, my very own. I believe draughts is the result of a social revolution in
the chess-board, whereby all ranks and orders were abolished- except that any “man” could
become a king by going to the limit of the board, which strongly reminds one of the ambitious
outrecuidance of the Snowden’s and Lansbury’s and other autocrats of the Labour that labours

» »

not at all, but sees red and talks red. What a theory! “Morning Post”.

(T don’t know E.B. Osborn but see Wikipedia. It is probably Edward Bolland Osborn (1868-1967)
journalist and author and that’s a good tip about Edward Lasker’s book “Chess and Checkers” If it is he
had an article “Humours and Chess” in Chess Pie 1936.)

ANTIQUITY OF CHESS - Chess Amateur June, 1919 - page 289
“Subscribers to the “Chess Amateur” may be interested in an extract from an old Scandinavian
Mythology which I have lately unearthed, and which points to the existence of Chess in Northern
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Europe long before its introduction into England by the Danes of Canute’s day. Those rowdy
and restless folks who were yet apparently able to appreciate an hour of scientific recreation in
the intervals between drinking and fighting, believed and asserted the game to have originated in
the Far-East.

The story is long, and for obvious reasons I give it in my own words. A certain prehistoric king
(with an utterly unpronounceable name) had reason to suspect his wife of infidelity during his
absence on a fighting raid. Accordingly, on his return, he set out with a few faithful retainers for
the purpose of wreaking vengeance on the destroyer of his peace, who had meantime made
himself scarce and was naturally nowhere to be found. Long and wearily, we learn, did the
fruitless search continue, until the king sank utterly exhausted, for a rest in the forest in the
shade of a giant oak. Then it was, so doth the Chronicler affirm, that one of the company
produced a Chess-board and men, and challenged him to contest, in order to distract him from
his troubles.

The game proceeded, and soon became of thrilling interest to the spectators. It was a critical
moment; the monarch’s hand was out stretched to give the move which he believed would bring
matters to a victorious climax when a piercing shriek rang out from the branches above their
heads of : “Don’t touch that pawn for your life!” (or words to that effect)- an event that brought
the whole party to their feet, completely upsetting the board and, incidentally, the chances of
escape of the enthusiast who was hidden in the tree above, and was instantly recognized as the
“party” who was “wanted”. As to who had the best of the “next move” is by no means left to
conjecture by the scribe. The story is interesting, and though to my mind it has a comic element,
is given in all seriousness. I cannot, however, refrain from appending the obvious moral:- Never
trust yourself to look on a chess-match unless you are ready to boast, like the accomplished
linguist of old, that you are capable of holding your tongue in seven languages.” E. Baumer
Williams.”

(It will interest readers of the “C.A.” to know that the writer of the foregoing entertaining contribution is
the mother of our Problem Editor. She is was who introduced P.H.W. (then nine years old) to the game of
chess. Who shall measure our indebtedness to her for doing so?)

Her son was Philip H. Williams. I guess the tree dweller paid a severe price for his outburst. The
interesting item was the Danes certainty that chess was invented in the Far East. And what
indeed was the book of Scandinavian Mythology she refers to? BobM

CHESS AND DRAUGHTS - Chess Amateur August, 1919 - p. 309

“A comparison of the two games has been referred to in June and July of this magazine. I think
the typical chess enthusiast knows little of draughts, and not a few may think it an inferior game.
I know little of it myself, but I think I am right that it is not a question of inferiority so much as
being, today, more sterile: analysis of its possibilities has been pushed almost to finality.
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Theoretically the first player at chess, draughts- or even billiards should win, being one stage
better developed than the second. The perfect billiard player should run out in his first break.
Now at draughts, I believe the advantage of first move is easier of demonstration than with
chess. There is a grand mathematical simplicity about draughts, though nobody could possibly
hold the opinion that it is in the same street regarding variety. I believe that it is impossible to
prove which is the more ancient of the two.

I see nothing offensive in the remark of Mr. Osborn (quoted from the “Morning Post”) that
“....Iit has always been, and still is a diversion of the commonality.” To-day it is unquestionably
so. Since the war, chess columns have revived, but I rarely see draughts columns. It is my view
that chess is a far higher flight of intelligence — unquestionably the finest indoor game of skill
where physical power is not part of the argument. There are chess games, chess endings, chess
problems and chess puzzles. There are not surely such marked classifications with draughts? It
would seem that in the latter game, the cause of defeat in a given game is more specific. In many
chess games this cause is a matter of conflicting opinion because the possibilities are so vast.

From a mathematical point of view’ “Reversi,” which I have once before mentioned, presents
the most intricate problems; it is a game shamefully neglected. It is a deep study, all the more
impressive to me as I remember playing a series of games at Reversi with a fine chess player of
the old school, in which I never had the smallest chance. I never grasped how it came about that
in the end I was swept off the board time after time. The intricacy lies partly in the fact that
throughout the game the actual forces are continually changing colour. It is said that the
familiar “Noughts and Crosses,” though played by the little ones, is in reality a flight of
mathematical problems.

There is a Japanese game called “Go,” which is claimed to be the most difficult board-game in
existence; experts at this science hold positions more like cabinet ministers, and spend their lives
at the study of “Go.” But the charms of chess are so obvious-its variety, and the different planes
of excellency amongst its devotees. I sometimes see games being played at restaurants- the two
opponents apparently not having the smallest idea of how to play; yet how they enjoy it! “Surely,
sir,” said I on one occasion, “you ought to get out of check before you do that?””Oh, ah, to be
sure! Thank you.” “Fancy us not seeing that, Albert!” said his opponent. I replied, tactfully, that
it is well-known that onlookers sometimes see more than the players. On this case it would have
been rather difficult to see less!

But I do not hold Mr. Osborne’s view as to the origin of draughts being based on some political
and quasi-socialistic upheaval- a theory which he advances with some diffidence. The ultimate
appearance of “Kings” at draughts would seem to be the very last procedure that socialistic
innovators would tolerate. Surely the aspiration of an assiduous draughts-piece to wear a crown
should be (in the view of the socialist) rewarded with the gallows!”

(“Go” is a Chinese game and this is possibly a Typo. BM)
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CHESS AND DRAUGHTS - Chess Amateur September, 1919, page 314,

Mr. P.H. Williams (page 309) writes interestingly but not quite correctly on this old topic.” I was
a newspaper Draughts-editor for four years, have been a Chess-ditto for twenty-eight, and a
student of the history of both games all the time-though that of Draughts is scanty-so I will add a
few remarks.

Mr. Williams says: “I believe it is impossible to prove which is the more ancient of the two
games.” It depends on what is meant by “Draughts.”There were games of a draughts-like nature
before Chess. But none of them would be recognized as Draughts by draughts players- they
would seem nearly as distinct as chess is. As to the word “Draughts” that has only come into use
as the name of the game in English-speaking countries (only) since 1300. The word is old
English for “moves” and chess-players formerly spoke of their “draughts” —checkmate in four
draughts, and so on.

It is certain that the game of Draughts (French, “Dames”) was very young, if living at all, as
late as 1200A.D. It is almost certain that it was invented in France about that date, but did not
become widely popular till long dfter.

Chess was invented in N. or Central India, about 450-90. It is not known how far, if at all, thwe
first Chess was different from that brought to Persia about 550 and to Arabia a century later-
concerning which game everything is known. Almost exactly the same game was English chess
from 1090 or so (Norman earlier) until about 1200, when the pawns were given the optional
double steps as now. With that change the old game continued here till after 1500, when the
Queens and Bishops became as now; though castling in one move was not the rule till later.

Chess is therefore about seven centuries older than Draughts. Unless some more ancient games,
played on boards of squares or lines with pieces of uniform value, but with quite different moves
and captures on boards of squares and considerably different on the board of lines (Alquerque
de doze) — are to be considered, or one of them, the parents of the game of “Draughts.” In the
same way you might say that the ancient Greeks played cricket, because they knocked balls
about with sticks.

Alquerque was the nearest game to Draughts, of these ancient games, but it was a different
game, less scientific, played on a board of lines, not squares, and with the pieces all of the same
value throughout the game. These pieces moved and captured as draughts Kings do now-from
points at the intersections of lines. There was no double-corner.

I hold that the game of Draughts is less than eight centuries old, and in agreement are Mr.
H.J.R. Murray, Mr. J.G. White, of Cleveland, U.S.A. — who has the largest chess library in the
world and a very large draughts collection; the late v.d. Linde, the late Prof. Fiske, and Mr. J.
Alexander, of Birmingham, ex-draughts champion of England and now a student of the history of
board games in general and draughts in particular.”
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In his History of Chess Mr. Murray writes: “There are two theories as to the origin of draughts.
The one, proposed by v.d. Linde and supported by Fiske, is that the game is a simplified chess (a
battle between two sets of our old and weak chess queens). The other, suggested by Brunet y
Bellet and developed by Mr. W.S. Branch in a series of articles in the “Pittsburgh Leader”,
1911-12, is that the game is a result of the transference of alquerque to the chessboard. It may be
that the truth lies in a combination of the two theories. The board and the idea of promotion
seem due to chess, the method of capture, the multiple capture, and the huff, to alquerque.

That draughts is and has been “a diversion of the commonality” is substantially true. But among
the exceptions were Queen Elizabeth, Mary, Queen of Scots, Queen Victoria, Dr. Johnson, and
the Duke of Wellington. The ladies mentioned played chess too, but not the Doctor and the Duke.

The game of Go or Igo is a highly scientific game played on a board of many squares without
moving pieces about at all. It is played all over China as well as Japan, under another name.
And it is the favourite indoor game of the upper circles. In China chess is the game of the
commonality-and gambling another.

I played three games of Go with a Japanese — in Sussex! And I felt like a lamb being crushed by
a boa-constrictor. Much the same with Japanese chess- two games. Then I licked him at our
chess.

I doubt if there is a man living who can play Japanese chess and European chess equally well.

There are not so many kinds of problems and puzzles in draughts as in chess. The problems
composed are much fewer with a large proportion of unconscious duplicates.

That draughts originated in some political or social upheaval is all nonsense. W.S.BRANCH.”

There is more chess than draughts research in the above but it all depends on when the modern
games of chess and draughts started. Chess is older; say 600AD to draughts 1100AD but what
about the ancestors? In reading the International Draughts Federation (Bulgaria) website I noted
the following:- Though most people do not know it, the game we know today as Draughts
probably began as a game called Alquerque in Ancient Egypt 1400 BCE with “modern”
draughts invented 12" Century CE. The game is thriving in 2021 judging by the above website
and the World Draughts Federation with its headquarters in Holland, and the International
Draughts Federation (IDF) in Bulgaria. The old and the new draughts are well catered for in the
IDF’s definition.

Three books on Draughts history recently bought are:-

1. “The History of Checkers” by William Shelley Branch Specially written for the
Pittsburgh Leader October 8, 1911-April 14 1912 No.30 of 40. May 2003.

38 pages. The rules of ancient draughts are lost and different to our “checkers” but the same
objects are there-capture and prevention. The Roman and Egyptian games are “aunts & uncles”
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of games of draughts-like nature. He thought Falkener’s draughts “imaginative” and was
convinced that draughts came from alquerque as given in AlfonsoX1283 work though that game
was on lines not squares. The draughts game in principle being older than chess. He was sure
draughts suited the Scots character. He finishes with a description of 25 draught game openings,
some mention of very early British players and a very funny Wyllie story from his “Herd
Laddie” days. It’s a lovely booklet that WSB put a lot of work into. In the Sun (Sydney) 3 June
1934, Branch stated scientific research of the last half century has fixed the period of the
invention of draughts as the 13" century and almost certainly the last 20 years of it.

2. “The Ancient History of Draughts A search amongst Egyptian and other monuments in
the British Museum and elsewhere” nd but 1913. By Geo. Henry Limbrey Reprint 1980.
Missing pages 17-32. It has a New Zealand story that the savage interior tribes played draughts
and called it E’mu. A different take on the whalers who played draughts with coins against the
Maori. There are many descriptions of objects discovered by the Egyptian Exploration Fund
including the El Mahasna cemetery find of a clay gaming board and 11 pieces mentioned by
Murray in “....Other than...”. The Egyptian tomb drawings by the author are to urge interest in
the ancient history of draughts which is centred there as evidenced in the British Museum and
praise for the Egyptian economy and its clever people from the lower classes all of whom played
draughts to the rich who played after death in the Egyptian Elysium. I am trying t get scans of the
missing 16 pages. Limbrey (1873-1953) writes well and it is an enjoyable read. He married
Frances in 1891 when he was 18 and they had 6 children He was a printers traveler in Middlesex
1901. He toured in 1911 (where?) lecturing on draughts with his view that Egypt was its
birthplace.

3. “A History of Alquerque and Draughts from their Origins to 1800 36 pages by Richard
Miller 2015

The author insists on sound evidence and dismisses Ancient Egypt as an ancestor of modern
draughts. Alquerque he states came into existence sometime before the ninth century and with
that date modern draughts has an old lineage. But there are dangers if alquerque’s history relies
on the graffiti on castles, churches and civic buildings in Europe. There are few literary
references but those are useful especially Alfonso X’s work in 1283.

If alquerque also derives from three or nine mensmorris it is a pity to note the author’s comment
on p.5 that few inferences can be made about the origin of the game of alquerque. And if this is
one of the parents of modern draughts what was the other parent? Perhaps chess as Murray
suggests. Modern draughts begins in the late 15th or early 16" in Spain, possibly Valencia to
become one of Europe’s favourite board games. The author examines the variants such as Polish,
Frisian and Long and Short move varieties. It is a nice book with lovely sketches.
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2. A BRIEF HISTORY OF DRAUGHTS IN GREAT BRITAIN

D.W.Fiske in “Chess in Iceland” 1905 p.95 wrote:- “But the game and its name had become
very familiar early in the 17" century, when William Perkins, in his work “A Case of
conscience” (1619), speaks of “the games of chesse and draughts.”

In’ Twiss on Chess’, the author takes the game back in Europe to at least 1750 when Philidor
was in Holland trying to make ends meet after the collapse of his music tour. How did he do
that? Playing draughts for money. He was a good player. Naturally he took that skill to Britain
from 1749 onwards. In his Miscellanies Twiss stated that Dr. Johnson wrote the Preface and
Dedication in Payne’s 1756 book and to prove it he includes both from page 140-143. Twiss then
gives a big wrap to Joshua Sturges 1800 book above. Draughts continues on for 40+ more pages.

Joseph Strutt in his book “The Sports and Pastimes of the People of England” 1801 states
draughts was well known at this time. It had become popular when Payne brought out his 1756
book. Joshua Sturges followed in 1800 and built on Payne’s book to make his a best seller today.

Britain was the leading draughts country in the 19" century with Scottish world champions
flourishing over the decades. It started with Andrew Anderson (1799-1861) the first champion
who clashed and defeated “The Herd Laddie” James Wyllie in the early years, winning 4/1
(1830/1840/1847 and losing 1847) . His book “The Game of Draughts Simplified” included
game rules and was very successful.

James Wyllie (1818-1899) has an excellent biography by Chris Reekie in the website “Wyllie
checkers” and he was a great active champion promoting the game in America and
Australia/New Zealand by his lengthy tours of 4 years+ in the 1870s/80s. He was afraid of no-
one and played Robert Marten, W. Barker, Robert Yates, Charles Barker, Willie Bryden,
Richard Jordan, James Ferrie and Robert Mar.

It was the ‘golden age’ for the game and the world loved him win or lose. Just before WW1
Ferrie lost to Alfred Jordan an Englishman breaking the hold the Scots had on the title. AJ lost
in 1917 to the American Newell Banks 1917-22, then Robert Stewart of Scotland won it back
and held it until 1933 when Banks was again Champion. This saw the title stay with the USA
until 1991 with Asa Long, Walter Hellman and the great Marion Tinsley holding the title until
it was won back by the Englishman Derek Oldbury. There was another championship that
rivaled the World checkers Draughts title and it was called the International Draughts
Championship with the French holding it from 1885 to 1947 with the Netherlands 1948-1954
and then Russia from 1948 with some gaps. Alexander Georgiev was the Russian 2019
champion.

The English Draughts Association started in 1898 and has for over 120 years organized great
tournaments. There are many clubs today (25+) affiliated with the Association which has great
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links with America. Selecting the greatest club is controversial but Glasgow must be up there
with Edinburgh. The British draughts columns, like those of chess sing the virtues of this game.

If one goes to Trove on the National Library website in Australia one soon becomes submerged
in draughts columns. What must it be like in Britain? Draughts came to Australia from Great
Britain.
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3. EARLY DRAUGHTS IN AUSTRALIA

Peter Wagg discovered a very early chess challenge in Tasmania between Captain Matthew
Foster (1796-1846) of the 63rd and Director of the Convict Probation System and Dr. Thomas
Braidwood Wilson (1792-1843), ship’s surgeon and one of the first bee keepers. Wherever chess
is so also is draughts and this match in the 1830’s went with the short-lived 1835 Launceston
Chess Club. The Hobart Town Chess Club in 1854 specifically named draughts as the only game
with chess to be played at the Club.

The 1840 Australian Chess Club in Sydney does not specify draughts in its 12 rules nor does it
ban draughts. It is likely draughts was played in this club which last till late 1845.

Many great chess players of the 19" & 20" century such as Harry Pillsbury and Frank Marshall
were very strong draughts players in the USA as well as chess grandmasters. Also the World
chess Champion Emanuel Lasker who played with Alfred Jordan at draughts and lost.

It is likely gold prospecting in Victoria brought draughts players with sets to cope with the
boring times. The Secretary of the Melbourne Chess Club and Licensee of the Argus Hotel
William Lancelot Kelly was a strong ‘hybrid’ also in 1857 and he became Proprietor of the
Melbourne Punch in 1864. There were a lot of early Victorian chess clubs such as Corio at
Geelong, Ballarat, Beechworth, Ararat and St Kilda. That meant draughts too.

Yanggendyinanyuk was an Aboriginal who played draughts and cricket in the 1868 touring team
to England. A very interesting early fact. (See Indigenous Australia website on him)

Organised chess is one thing; Social chess another. We know chess was on the ‘Endeavour’ with
astronomer Green, that Joseph Banks played and his sister Sarah Sophia actually collected chess
books. Matthew Flinders and his wife Ann were keen players and he played for many years
when a captive on Mauritius. Many emigrant families brought sets with them on the ships.
Cumes in his delightful book “Their Chastity was not too rigid-Leisure times in early Australia”
1979 wrote of ‘draft’ boards for sale in December, 1820 by a Sydney trader. It was a ‘silent
exercise of intellectual talents’ he wrote on p.85. The favourite games in WA were draughts,
cribbage, chess, picquet, and vingt et un in the 1830’s and 1840’s in SA. Cumes in his Preface
wrote Perhaps a society reveals itself as much by the way it plays as by the way it works. He was
the author of “A Bunch of Amateurs” in 1988 and criticized the Politicians Malcolm Fraser and
Bill Haydon such that the latter attacked him in Parliament. It made the front page of the Herald
(24™ March, 1988) and it surely sold a lot more of the book which he was touring the country to
sell.

John Lhotsky in his 1835 book “Illustrations of the Present State and Future Prospects of the
Colony of NSW” was not so sure...”in the long neglected and mis-ruled Colony. Amongst us no
public libraries, reading rooms, museums or even chess or other clubs exist, because
Government itself is neglecting, or, as it were, despising everything connected with natural
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comfort and education. After the work of the day is done, the only thought of most of our young
men is brutal voluptuousness and seduction, and every means, are resorted to, to accomplish the
destruction of poor and innocent emigrants.” And, he may have been right but only just as clubs
were starting. Perhaps his book helped.

One long-lived Club was the Sydney Mechanic’s School of Arts started in mid 1861 the Chess
and Draughts Club and it was still going strong well into the next century. The Town and
Country Journal of May 21*, 1887 p.1084 has a good early history of draughts in NSW and the
entire article is at the back in Trove. The interesting detail in the column by an older editor who
is unknown states the School of Arts Chess and Draughts Club was inaugurated in 1857. John
van Manen found a magazine stating the Club started in June, 1861. On the draughts side it was
nice to have the names of deceased members Charles and James MacKay, Messrs Reid, Drury,
Morrison, the latter a very old members. Seeing as the Club started in say early 60’s this
information is 27 years old and Morrison could well be an older man. Others named are
Stormont who was another old member, Ewing, Parton, Buckle and Illingworth. And a Mr.
Miller “of the Railway” who was a very strong Sydney player. These are all at the end of the
article. The description of the Club rooms is excellent and the draughts column itself started in
April of this year. The Club continues strongly in 2021. No chess and draughts I fear.

A second meeting of the Melbourne Draught Club was held Tuesday night 6™ June, 1876 at Miss
Oliver’s Café:-President R. Baird; C.S. Paterson vice-President; Jas Paterson Treasurer; and
W.R. Osmond Secretary. A large attendance and a match 8 players aside resulted in the V.P.’s
team defeating the P’s team 6/2. J. Paterson was the Australian Champion some years later. (The
Age 8" June, 1876) (See also The Age 3™ June, 1876. First meeting was held 2™ June at Miss
Oliver’s.)

Another wonderful chess book that may be on the web is “Australian Chess Annual” 1896 by
Hugh Bignold. I have a bound photocopy bought from the State Library of Victoria in the 70s.
Bignold died in the early 30’s so it is out of copyright and any content can be used. He was
optimistic calling it an “annual” but it is an invaluable 19" century primary source. He was a
Sydney barrister and writer and used the simple process of writing letters to knowledgeable
people who could answer his questions and he put it all in the “Annual’s” 169 pages. He was a
fair player and problemist and in a simul at the St. George’s Chess Club at Kogarah scored +9=3.
He may have been lucky Dr. J. J. O’Keefe did not play but scored +8 =4-2 in another (23"
January, 1896). It was a great period and a team match on 4™ April saw 80 players all named.
One comment made by Bignold on. p.23 was “The history of the School of Arts Chess Club is
the history of chess in Sydney”.

Draughts was played here. It should be noted that J.H. Carruthers, President of the Suburban
Chess Association was a State Premier of NSW later.
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It is pleasing that ‘draughts’ does feature in the “Annual” as it is my favourite Australian chess
book. It was fortunate though that Bignold, a legal and literary man, was author and here is the
5" and last verse of his ‘L.’Envoi’ poem on the last page of the “Annual”:-

Master, the sands are running dry,
That mark life’s all-absorbing game;
Soon must we put the chessmen by,
And shadows go as shades we came.
The wave of Lethe runs in spate;
Yet man is master of his fate!

Bignold’s book gives details on some of the draughts clubs around in 1896. For example the
NSW Draughts Ch’ship started 4™ October, 1897 with players, Warnoch, J. Drury, J. Boyce, J.R.
St. Ormont, Gallagher, Griffin, Trumper all of Sydney, plus J. Illingworth of Richmond (lately
Katoomba) and Lachlan Shaw late NZ now the Pyrmont Club. There was a NSW Draughts Club
Association in1896 and 6 clubs were playing a tourney:- South Sydney, East Sydney, Balmain,
Alexandria, Police and the Sydney School of Arts. The NSW champion in 1890 was John Boyce
and in a Teams Match in 1897 there were 72 players and a tied result! 52 wins and 22 draws. It
was played at the Lecture Hall of the School of Arts. In 1890 John Boyce played “The Herd
Laddie” at the SOA with a +1-1 result. There were 10 entries in the NSW Ch’ship of 1903:-
E.W. Smith of Bowral, Drury, Stormont, Dwyer and M’Beath still in it at 17" April. Trove is the
go to site for ease of research but it is not chronological. Or is it?

Some Chess and Draughts clubs in Bignold have lists of Club Executives for 1896.

Draughts was linked to chess in the Balmain Workingmen’s Institute Chess and Draughts Club,
Burwood School of Arts (SOA) Chess and Draughts Club, Chatswood Chess & Draughts Club,
Marrickville SOA Chess & Draughts Club, Parramatta SOA & Granville Chess & Draughts
Club.

Country Clubs:- Bathurst, Bombala, Broken Hill, Queanbeyan, Wentworth Falls all Chess &
Draughts Club.

There was a fine Melbourne Chess & Draughts Club called the Victorian. After a time the
draughts players seceded leaving behind them an organization that did yeoman service of several
years in the encouragement of chess among younger generation of players.

Many of the other States chess clubs did not have ‘draughts’ in their title and were chess clubs.
There were draughts clubs with no chess. Some held the line such as the Townsville School of
Arts Chess & Draughts Club, the Railway Library Chess & Draughts Club (Qld), South Brisbane
School of Arts Chess & Draughts Club.

In New Zealand, the Linwood Chess & Draughts Club, Sydenham Chess & Draughts Club,
Wonganui Chess & Draughts Club and the Woodville Chess & Draughts Club.
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Just back on the Grenfell Chess and Draughts Club:- It met in the Reading Room of the School
of Arts. There was a membership of 20 and the President was W. Maitland, Hon. Sec and
Treasurer was Wm Sippel with a Committee of Rev. J. Milne, Dr. Rygate, Messrs Maitland,
Watts and W. Sippel. The subscription was Membership School of Arts. I wrote to the Secretary
of the Grenfell Historical Society Hon. Research Sec. Lloyd Mitton who replied on 14" July
1977. Just prior to that I played in the Grenfell Open, the only chess tournament I have ever
played in and scored +2-2. I didn’t realise how hard it w,as to play and decided then never to do
it again. I met Lloyd on a visit around the town with my wife Norma and here is Lloyd’s letter
which gives a small picture of some of the members:-

“Dear Bob,

In reply to your letter of the 22™ June re chess in Grenfell. The local paper of that period makes
no mention of a chess club that I can find, but I can help with some of the people mentioned, and
building’s used.

The first School of Arts that would have been used by the club was a timber building in George
Street this building was behind the present Library in Main Street. With the erection of the
present School of Arts now our Museum all activities were transferred to it, that was in 1896.

The executive and some of the members mentioned I have a little information that may be of
interest to you. The President - W.Maitland was a partner in the general store in Grenfell they
traded as Purdy and Maitland. We have nothing on him of any consequence.

Hon. Sec. & Treas.:- Wm. Sippel, this is an interesting one. Son of John and Mary Sippel,
Jewellers of Grenfell. William enlisted and went to the Boer war in 1899, on the conclusion of
hostilities he elected to remain in South Africa. He was not only a chess player but a very fine
rifle shot, in 1898 he won the G.H. Greene M.L.C. Shield for marksman of the year. This shield
he took to South Africa with him. In 1953 he returned it to the Grenfell Rifle Club for Annual
Competition. The Rifle Club has now passed it on to the Historical Society.

The Rev. J. Milne was the Presbyterian Minister in Grenfell from 1892 to 1895.
Mr. Watts no record at all, very difficult without initials. There were Watts on the land but miles
from town.

Dr. R.E. Rygate, a much loved doctor in Grenfell from 1882 until his death in 1915. He was born
at Hartley N.S.W. In 1859 son of Dr. Robert Rygate. He was educated in Sydney until he was
sixteen years of age and then sent to London where he graduated in Medicine. On his return to
Australia he was appointed surgeon at Wellington Hospital N.S.W. He married Miss Josaphene
Blake of Yass and at the age of twenty three came to Grenfell and set up practice. Dr. Rygate
took a lively interest in many of the towns activities, Race Club, Show Society, Progress
Association and was Master of the Masonic Lodge on two occasions.
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Sometime in the 1960’s another chess club was formed here and you may get some more
information from them, I would suggest you contact Mr. Kevin Lohnson, “Arabanoo” Grenfell
2810, phone43 5117. Hoping this information will be of help to you in the History of Chess in
Australia.

Yours sincerely Lloyd Mitton, Hon. Research Sec.”

The Town & Country Journal of 19" June, 1897 had an historical article called “A Sixty Year
Retrospect” by “Coulter Fell” & covers draughts from 1837-1897 in Australia from a Brisbane
and Sydney viewpoint. Well worth reading in a scan at the rear. The rarest part is the description
of draughts generally in rural Australia and one wishes it was longer. Whoever “Coulter Fell”
was, he was clearly elderly, a strong player probably from Sydney with a good grasp of draught’s
history and an admirer of “The Herd Laddie”. “Culter Fell” is a hill in Scotland from which one
can see the Cumbrian Lake District to the Scottish Highlands. Perhaps the author was a Scot. In
the 1896 Christmas issue of the Journal he wrote “Christmas Jottings” which are notes from his
diary. I don’t have it all but he was a learned person and examined draughts ‘early days’. He was
sure the early whalers at New Zealand played draughts with sovereigns for the Black men and
other coins for the White....”when gold was valueless to Maoris in either the North or Middle
Island. These coins have been found in wrecked vessels and came in handily as ready-made
draughtsman.”

The game was extremely popular at the turn of the 20™ century and there were draughts columns
in most city newspapers and large rural centre newspapers. Even WW1 didn’t stop them
completely but there was a turndown from August, 1914 until the end of the war. It returned to
full strength post WW1 and the 20’s and 30’s were rich decades for draughts clubs and columns.

Draughts in later decades post WW2 does seem to have declined. It is perhaps true that as the
Scottish people in Australia aged, that draughts lost its popularity. They carried it in the 19"
century and most have been proud that one of their own was world champion even in his 70s.
The Scots produced many world draughts champions. Here are some scan excerpts from the
40’s.

Warwick, Qld formed a Chess & Draught’s Club in 1940. Players included P.J.G. Williams, Jim
McClusky, Jack Orange, Bert Madren, Bill Matthews and J. Fox (champion) (Warwick Daily
News, 20" August, 1940.)

Wagga had a chess and draughts Club in 1946 with Secretary W. McSpadden (later J.
Thompson). The club met regularly every week in Coleman Street Hall.

Cootamundra moved its chess & draughts Club to the School of Arts in August, 1946
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Morwell (Vic) had reformed its chess & draughts club in 1948 with President & Secretary J.
Schumann, Vice Presidents J. Cook & R. McKenzie, with delegates N.Walsh, J.Cook and
W.Brown (Morwell Advertiser 26" February, 1948). The club met at Hazelwood Recreation
Ground Pavilion. There was an earlier Club in 1944 with players A. McCallum, J. Simos, W,
McCrory & A. Burns

The Courier Mail (Brisbane) of 2™ July, 1947 was concerned at the popular conception of
draughts being a game “played by some old chap in a park, with a bottle of metho beside him”.
The NSW Draughts Association’s vice-president spoke strongly against that view and said that
in some American States the game was taught to develop clear thing and concentration. The
State was aiming to get it taught at schools. And, no doubt, like chess it was dependent on the
teacher. It never reached the status of a subject though many schools have chess teams today.
Just after the war it was very likely the game was played in parks. I certainly played chess in the
late 50’s in Hyde Park Sydney. These games have solace for men especially who have had a hard
life and get comfort from them. You can see the enjoyment in their faces. I played chess against
many “old-timers” in Hyde Park and enjoyed it. I can also see how a Draughts Association was
worried about their game being tainted as that meant parents would not encourage their children
to play and thus the game declines.

That said, in 1947 a “goofy” draughts game from Hungary became popular and the enthusiasts
met at Belmore Park Central Sydney to play. It was called ‘Kamorika’ and men could be moved
anywhere. Amusing that the article appeared on 15" July, in the Melbourne Herald as both cities
were rivals.

As late as 1984 draughts was used by robotic engineers to design robots that could work at sites
unsafe for humans. Maintenance work at such places such as Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania
could be carried out that way in the future. The accident in 1979 there probably spurred on the
design.

The Age 29" September, 1951 gave the results of the annual draughts tournament between the
country and the city held at Hardware House Melbourne-a win for country 41/38 with Mr. J.
Cross (Apollo Bay) winning a trophy for best score by a country player.
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I_)raughtl

Sir,—Draughis! The game
of the mystic squares. What
a shame that Launceston is

robably the only city offer-
ng no facilities for com-
petitive games, Surely some-
where there iz a space
which could be converted to
this need,

I have it on good author-
ity that the next Australian

1o rest their feet and iree
books for people who can
afford to pay. Why not a
cogy corner for draughts and
chess? 2
From any angle, would it
not be an asset? The quiet
dignity and gentlemanly
conduct of a draughts gath-
ering need not be stressed.
“An old-man's game!"” says
the uninitiated; but to at-
tain champion class a
player must have a keen,
analytical mind, ‘Feat visu—
alising power and ability to
concentrate, plus a memory
out of the ordinary. And
just as athletic sports
create and develop muscles
80 does the study of draughts
create and develop all these
desirable mental qualities,
For this reason alone
draughts should be encour.

championship tourney may
be held in Hobart. What
has Hobart got that we have
not? — A draughts elub. A
place where an

aged among young people—

should be an essential part

of mind training. Let us

) create facilities for the

wood- Flme. And a draughts board
n

pusher” can dro at night every home. All in fav-
and find a k soul — our? Any suggestions? —
status or nationality no bar. H. T. FREEMAN. Harts
We have a public reading- Ave.. Launcestnn.

room where tired tourists go * w

Launceston Examiner, 5" September, 1952  Mr Freeman is pushing the envelope and I hope
he succeeded. Draughts & Chess were very popular in Tassie in the 19" century.

WHAT ABOUT THE PERIOD 1960-2020?

As the Clubs settled in post war Australia, the chess and draughts magazines grew. There are
some very good publications from this period which took games news out of newspaper columns
and into such publications. The Sargison Draughts Collection once in the Hobart Library appears
to have been split with some in the National Library and some in the Monash University Library.
Unlike chess which does have a published Bibliography (2011) kindly funded by the Ken Whyld
Association (now Chess History & Literature Society 2017), Draughts in Australia does not have
a Bibliography. There is the book “Draughts Books of the Twentieth century” by Kenneth
Lovell 1990. It’s for sale for $325 from Amazon but there is free shipping! What a deal. Its listed
price in 1990 was $22.81 It seems to be a print run of 100 copies only. So a rare book today.
Libraries have been contacted re a loan or e-book. It will be difficult to obtain draughts
publication information.
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In 1972 Perth had a Draughts and Chess Club (Dutch Australian Weekly 14® July, 1972). And at
the YMCA in South Canberra there was a chess and draughts club at Woden & Yarralumla.

On 26" February,1985 the Canberra Times published details on the WA Committee into
gambling that suggested ‘Gaming permits’ for card games but not for chess and draughts. The
Chair Dan Mossenson, a Perth Lawyer produced many commonsense ideas but that gambling
was here to stay.

In June, 1982 the Hillel Ajax Maccabi Chess Club held regular tournaments including draughts.

In April, 1997 the New Backgammon Club at Caulfield will have other games such as chess &
draughts at the club. The Goolwa, S.A. RSL club had chess & draughts available.

Trove had little access to Facebook and other digital sites dealing with draughts.

In 2013 on Trove when “Chess & Draughts Clubs” is typed in, it referred to the Imparja TV
Channel’s ‘Big School’ - “Miss Postern is landed with running the draughts club and suggests
merging with Mr. Church’s chess club, creating the schools first ‘chaughts’ club. She goes to his
place to discuss a merger.”

In 2021 the digital world has taken over. Draughts Clubs are very thin on the ground, and much
more than they were in those heady days of the 1920’s to 50’s.

The next chapter shows all the States or Colonies before 1901. Games were popular pre WW1
and up to the end of WW2. Inevitably Club life declined with bowls clubs probably worst
affected. The columns in the prime of chess and draughts are simply amazing and one could
spend a lifetime examining them. The great columns in the Australasian of Melbourne, The
Melbourne Leader, The Weekly Times of Melbourne show that Victoria was the leading State
with Queensland (Brisbane Courier) and New South Wales (Town & Country Journal, Sydney
Mail) next and South Australia with the Adelaide Observer following. Western Australia and
Tasmania were also well served and Canberra though not featured here was definitely a well
covered chess and draughts area.

The two World Wars finished off the great columns as did the death of a great editor such as
Henry Charlick. But times were changing and the two games of chess and draughts were served
by specialist magazines. Some editors branched into the history of the game regularly as shown,
others featured games of chess and draughts predominantly but most got to know the readers
well. I certainly enjoyed solving in the newspapers such as the Sun-Herald which started in 1949.
John Kellner in the Sunday Mirror and Cecil Purdy in the Sunday Telegraph were two of the
best. John invited friends and I to play him in simuls which we did. Cecil Purdy did the same and
probably Garry Koshnitsky also.

Some of those columns live again in the next chapter.
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Maori playing draughts, 1840s

A game of draughts is under wayv in the lower left corner of this peaceful scene of Maori village life in the late
1840s. The artist, John Gilfillan, arrived in New Zealand with his family in 1841, and settled near Patiki,
Whanganui, which is shown in this lithograph. Gilfillan made many drawings of his Maori neighbours, and this
work was said to have been exhibited at the New Zealand Court in the Great Exhibition of 1851 in London.

Photo from Encyclopedia of New Zealand
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4. STATE GROWTH OF DRAUGHTS

VICTORIA - The Prahran Telegraph started a draughts column in its 9" February, 1907 issue.
There was a Club that met every Tuesday night with Secretary G.A. Kerr. It was active and here
is a list of members G. Cottrell; M. Corless; G. A. Kerr; K. J. Richardson (Captain); Robert
Davis; D. Ross; Hugh Egan; M. O’Loughlin; A. Birt; E.F.Sowden; J. O’Donnell; E. Grogan; A.
McPhee; C. Kyme; J.S. Yorston; D.Kelly; F.Grant; H. Wenden; J. Whyte; D. Campbell.

An “Answers to Correspondents” was a feature of the column with people such as H. J.
Richardson (Hawksburn); Joseph Duggan (Charlton); James Grey (Birchip); B. Shuttleworth
(Stawell); G.A. Kerr (Prahran) and R. de Beauregard of South Yarra all sent in questions. And
there was a Games and problems section. Prahran defeated Melbourne +7-5=6. Other matches at
the time in June, 1907 were Fitzroy v Combined Trams (+7-6=3); Brunswick/Coburg v
Richmond (+6-3=7) and Flemington & Kensington had byes. That month the Draughts Club
Ch’ship was underway. Also the editor liked Jokes such as the below.
A GOUD MOVE.
A foreman came up to where two of

his labonrers were st work, and finally
st down bespde them and Wﬂ.ll.'hl'{l them

“1 am now prepared,” announced
the 1.n.fﬁ-.inna1 dunghlﬁ glatistivian
with empressement, *to imform any
gentlemen present the pomber of varia-
tions 1o any position he may choose 1o
snbmit.”  ** Really,” excluimed a scep-
tie, “then I shonld fike to know how
mauy variations there are in a ganie after
11-15 s frst played,”  * Certainly,
sir  certainly:  there is  exactly
17,700,707 and if vou can prove thut 1
am wrong I will pay vou five pounds."”
—* Peewit.”

i il bl thonght  they  wonld  cease
workiug & hard if hie were to leave them
wlone, This evidently wag apparent to
ot men, aod plainly  annoyed  them,
it for notime neither of them  spoke.
At lenuctl one of  them, unable to
restenin himsell  any  longer, turned
ol and exelaimed, ** Hey, mister, do
yor know Tow to play deaghits 27

LU N r=-|-]i-'li the foreman, * Tde

SWell then,” said the man, * you
mitst know that unless you make a move
SiH M) l'l.nll.”. |H'H.' Wi lilt'll,"

Prahran Telegraph 13" July, 1907 Prahran Telegraph 10™ August, 1907

There were good draughts columns in Victoria including the Weekly Times which was one of
the best. News articles featured regularly such as the two following from The Argus and The
Age.

Victoria was well served by its chess and draughts columns in the 19™ & 20" centuries. The
Melbourne Leader also had very good draughts and chess columns as did The Australasian.
Draughts columns are rare in today’s digital world and the Australian Draughts Federation in
Melbourne is the ruling body. Draughts and chess are perfect games for the internet;
lidraughts.org has free online draughts and the game is played in licensed clubs as is chess and
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the clubs promote all activities that help their club. For example the Dubbo Chess Club started at
the Dubbo (NSW) Services Club in 2000, and continues today with lessons for beginners and
juniors of a Tuesday evening. Many Australians have joined the American checkers Association
which holds online checkers (draughts) tourneys. Draughts clubs in Australia are very rare
today. Plenty on Carlton Draught, Draughts horses and House Draughts sadly.

The Argus (Melb) Saturday, 7" May, 1887, p.11

“DRAUGHTS

Last night the Mayor of Richmond, Mr J. H. Bennett, issued invitations to a number of his friends
to meet him at the local town hall to witness an exhibition of draughts playing. =~ Mr J. Wyllie
(the Herd Laddie), the champion of the world was present. ~ The lovers of the game mustered in
strong force. = The opening game was played by Mr Wyllie and Mr James Paterson, the
champion of Australia. =~ From the beginning the game was an interesting one, and when the
onlookers saw that the Colonial champion could hold his own, enthusiasm ran high. ~Mr Wyllie,
in trying to force his opponent, left an opportunity, which Mr Paterson at once availed himself,
and, amidst enthusiastic applause, won the game. This is the 258" game which the Herd Laddie
has played in the colonies. A number of other games were played during the evening.”

James Wyllie the world draughts champion had just arrived for what turned out to be a 4 year
tour which included New Zealand (1887-1891.) The loss to James Paterson the Australian
Draughts Champion did no harm to Wyllie and helped him in his cause of draughts promotion in
the state and later other states and New Zealand. He was human and went out of his way to play
thousands of games of draughts in cities and rural by-ways against all and sundry. Some of the
roads he travelled on must have been a nightmare. He charged 1/- (10 cents) per game and
probably waved that against the ladies and young ones. He was the ultimate astute professional.
And what monies draughts attracted. When Paterson won the Centenary Draughts Title the next
year the first prize was £50 and a 100 guinea gold cup. It would be nice to know where the latter
is today. Far more than chess first prize was played for then.

The World Champion James Wyllie’s 4 year visit to Australia and New Zealand in the 1887/91
years did wonders for the game. It was not long before all the States newspapers had draughts
columns giving local and overseas news, a game and sometimes a draughts problem. His main
base was Melbourne and he went to rural Victoria from there.

The Age - 24™ March, 1924
“DRAUGHTS

There was a large muster of draught players at the Central Club on Saturday night, when
several men from the fleet were welcomed by Mr. J. Piper, vice-president of the Victorian
Draughts Association. Owing to the small attendance of sailors it was arranged that Mr. H.
Egan, champion of Australia, should give an exhibition of simultaneous play against the
combined visitors and local players. The fleet men included Chief Blacksmith G.H. Benoy,
champion draughts player of the navy; Mr. G.A. Hugh, who is also champion club swinger of
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the fleet, and Mr G. Bell. The navy representatives performed well against the Australian and
Mr. Bency securing two nice draws and Mr. Bell one draw. After the play the visitors were
entertained at supper.  The “single corner” game played by Mr. Bency is to appear in “The
Leader” next week.”

A Victorian Draughts Champion is featured on the next page:- Hugh Egan. In the Herald of the
18" April 1928 he gave a draughts simul against 14 players at the Mechanics Institute in
Williamstown. He played 29 games in 2 hours for a score of +24 = 5 no losses. The draws were
gained by J. Armstrong (2), J. Cochrane, M.Jordan and H. Lawley. A presentation was made to
Hugh after the entertainment. There are further photos at the rear and one from his youth. It is
from the Weekly Times, 24™ April, 1909. One other photo from 1927 contains 3 of his major
draughts opponents over this period. They are J. Boyes, C.H. Ewarts and T. Devlin.

_ MR. HUGH EGAN,
Craughts Champion of sAAustralasia.
(Photograph by Bell, Sydney.)

One of Victoria’s best draughts players.
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Weekly Times 12" April, 1913
A good photo of the up and coming Victorian draughts player Hugh Egan. His very early history
features in the young photo of him at the rear from 1909 when he became Victorian Champion.
There is also a nice snap of his son Jack with the veteran W. Houston in 1929 at the rear also.
And another of Hugh Egan taken in 1929. His 1938 views on draughts are given on the first
page. He was editing a draughts column under the pseudonym of “Whilter” in 1941.

He was born in Drouin, Gippsland Victoria 6™ May, 1888. His full name was Hugh Thomas
Egan. He married Ellen Margaret Stuart in 1914 at the time his occupation was printers operator.
They had one son John Stuart born 5" June, 1916, and he was a teacher.

Hugh’s wife Ellen died 11" September, 1955 at Gardenvale ,Victoria. Hugh died on 28" July,
1964 at Mentone. He was a printer all his working life and was probably Australia’s greatest
champion. The promotion of draughts was one of his goals and he gave many radio talks over the
years. It would be great to hear one of those.

Egan was very ill when young and he convalesced for 12 months at age 16. He watched play at
the Prahran Free Library at this time and was asked to play, and from then on he improved. See
the article by ‘F’ in “the Age” at the rear (p.269) called “The Story of Draughts.”

Some of the genealogy details are from Ancestry.com and it appears that the contributors know
little about his draughts skills as there is no mention.
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ATTSTRALABRIAN CHAMPIONSHIF.

WON BY MR. HUGH EGAN.

In our Draughts Column this week ap-

pear the particulars of the tournament
played last week in Sydney for the
championship of Australasia. It was
-waon by Mr Hugh Egaun, Draughts Edi-
tor-of “The Weekly Times."
. Mr Egan was born at Drouln, Gipps-
land, Victoria, on Moy 6, 1888, so he i3
not yet 25 wyears of age. He fmst
started draughts in 1906, when he
jointed the Prahran Draughts Club.
Shortly afterwards he played in Asso-
ciation matches, In 1807 he played
in the Prahran Champlonship Tour-
ney, and in the Victorian Champion-
‘ship, but failed to reach the prize liﬁf:.
Egan first came into prominence as a
playver in 1908, when he defeated
James Hilliard in a mateh of 12 games
by 6 wins to 3 and 2 drawn.

In 1909 he won the Championship
of Victoria, with a score of 6 wins
& draws and no losses. In August,

19069, he represented WVictoria at®the

Australasian Champlonship at Bris-
bane, and was defeated in the second
round by the winner, J. A, Boreham,
of - Dunedin (N.Z.). He, howaver,
divided first and second prizes in the
losers' consolation with J, Armstrong
the Ballarat expert.

Egan secured third ‘prize in the
Victorian champlonship tn 1910, being
defeated by the winner, George Cot-
irlll, in the semi-final. In April, 1811,
he represented Victoria at the Austral-
ggian Championship at Dunedin, in
which he secured fifth place, breing de-
feated by the second and third prize
winners, Messrs Hilliker and Brodie,
In that tourney he plaved 24 games, of
which he won 4, lost 4, and drew 16.

In Bepiember, 1911, he again won
thhe Vietorian championship. Bince
then, till the present -tourney, Fgan
had not pleved in any tourneys, with
the exception of a handicap at the
Brunswick Clubh, in which he ran
fourth, plaving from scrateh. He has
had several successes as a problemist
and analyat. His gcore in the cham-
pionship was 17 games played, 9 wins,
1 lost, 7 drawn.

Mr E. W. Smith, the runner-up, is
also a young man, being in his 22nd
ear. He is mainly indebted for his
knowledge of the game to the prac-
tice obtained in Sydney draughts play-
ing circles. He played well through-
out the tourney, his final score reading
35 games plaved, 10 won, 19 drawn, 6
lost.

Mr Brennan, the third prize winner,
played 26 games, won B, lost §, 12
drawn. Messrs. Ware and Droury, the
other prize winners, are velerans of
the game in Sydney.

Weekly Times, 12" April, 1913

Sportsman - 4™ September, 1889
“DRAUGHTS

The Carlton Draughts Club is becoming very popular with draughts players, as evinced by the
attendance there on each Wednesday and Saturday evenings.
dffords good practice to the members, who look forward to testing their skill with the
Collingwood Club has generously given a silver cup for competition between these two clubs,
and the contest promises to be a very keen one.
champion, Mr James Wyllie, will visit the Carlton Club on this evening when both visitors and

The secretary also announces that the world’s

members will have an opportunity of playing with the Herd Laddie.”
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A EAEEE W e m— e m ————

Mr. Richard Jordan {t-hn champion), Mr.
John Best, and Mr, W. Redgrave went to
Flnmmgnn on November 1 to see the race
for the Melbourne Cup. The cham ;:I, on
looking over his programme, s in-

dn!h-.ul: No. 4on the list, as that
was hislucky nnnh-r as he had won matches
wtthipmudhldulhnm the fourth
game in matches. Hnnhdhh fﬂud!
what kind of a horse was “ The Grafter,”
and when told it was nlir hutan ‘:L.
head in the same race b
clinched the matter. Il.u frludl uin-d
ﬁmth M-TI: “dﬂw the »

seeing ' The winn gl.
nificent race by half - a - head. nk‘

Times.

Western Mail (W.A.) 6™ January, 1899

1884 Sold by Christopher Clarke Antiques. The ivory draughts have a pin in them which
fitted into a pin hole in the centre of the square to resist travel.
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In Central Park New York in 1952 as a gift from Bernard Baruch. From NY Tourist brochure.

NEW SOUTH WALES

The Sydney School of Arts Chess and Draughts Club carried the banner for games from its
formation in the early 1860’s. And then in the 1880’s the visit of the world champion gave
draughts a boost all over Australasia. It was amazing to read of farmers who couldn’t come to
their town to play Wyllie because of farming work and who sent money to him as a gesture. Here
is a short scan on one rural visit Wyllie made:-

Daily Telegraph 14™ June, 1889

DRAUGHTS.

My, James Wyllie, the chumgplon draughts playes,
has returped- t0 B dney alter s tour througs the
northern distriot In Tamworth e plgad 103 games,
winning 18% and ouw drawn. At Chermariben he
RII_'HII 108 gamed, of which he won 166 and twd ward

rawn, Ay Newcmatle 179 gmmes w.ore played, 18
wora won and 4 draws, Mr Wyllie intends tore-
wain ki Hydasy onoill Tuesiloy week, He theo pro-
ce di to Melbowrne, nnd antiol otes arrangiug &
mateh with Mr. Darker. obampivon of Fmglend oud
Amerles, for n sum of £:200 g side aod L5 w e wod
the chawplooehip of the world.

36



" DOUBLE OR QUITA."

A psod story in told by Me, Jack Bost sbook s
barber, who wie nlgo & good desnghie player, This
barber, says the Melbawrne Loader, was in the hebit
of inviting customers to & game for the expense of
& shave or bair cot. Either the costomar paid
nothiog or paid double; generally he paid donbls,
The board they played on wes an old fapbioned one
that fitted into the wall when pot in nee, but when
reqaired it sbnod out brom the wall oo lege. A weg
one day tied a string to ome of the lege, and
awaited resolts. Boon an old dranghts player
dropped in &0 huve s whave., The barber, ns
asusl, asked if he wonld have a game for doable or
quaits, The wvetaran, of courae, decided to play,
thinkiog he had a good thing on for & chesp shava,
The table wan then setup, and the game contented,
H'El"t juet about the middle of & very tricky snd
eritical position, when both players wers highly
excited over the game, Lhe wag guietly walked tn
tha door, pulling ths string. Bngdanly the table
tell into 1ta wsusl position oo the wall, and the
men wers sgattered. The old man jomped up in &
puesion, took off his cont, mod wanted to fight the
barber, for be belisved that be had & safe win, and
that the warber had wpeet the men on parposs to
prevent giving him n free shave. Bof the barber
was equally exeited, for he sles helicved be Had s
win. And, enid Mr. Best, T have often wopdered
whether the veteran sver got hia shave, for thay
retired, seufling, to the basck to bave it ont, while

DRAUGCNTS.

Dranght matches' are becoming all the
rage afl Iate. Bowral, Robertson, Durra-
wang, in fact the majority of the sarround-
ing townships are all desirons of topping
the ladder of fame in Lthat particular diree-
tion. The adjoining towns emch have a
duly sppointed clnb, bt althongh we have
have the players in Bowral, they are not
bound by say rules or regulations, for they,
do not mqrunnt a recognised and properly
formed elub. Years ago a club nsed to
exist and was in flourishing cireumstances,
but interest died out, and the club was no
mors. But now, seeing that the desire for

lay has resuscitated, and fresh enthosinsm

indled, wounld it not be oppertane to re-in-
angurate the elub? Burely no difficulty
wonld :0 u:pl;iluu?i lll.'t ing out this
suggestion, and we feel sure the good la
of Bowial would again staud by thaP:?Eh.
and offer encouragement to members by
the presentation of trophies.

the wag bad made good hia retreat.

Bowral & Robertson Free Press
10™ July, 1901

The Maitland Weekly Mercury, Saturday
21* October, 1899, page 6
An amusing draughts story above by Jack Best.

Excerpts from columns with NSW news:- Sunday Times Sydney 19" January, 1902:- NSW
Draughts Association meets at School of Arts Pitt Street President Mr. Mills’ The Referee
Sydney 18" June, 1930:- The NSW Ch’ship will be played in Room 15 Royal Arcade Pitt
Street players are Mr. Lee (Champion); V.Rickard (ex Champion); J.McMillan; J.Drury; W.
Robinson; T. Meaney & F. Millford; Daily Telegraph 17" November, 1936:- NSW Ch’ship at
the Club, 325 Pitt Street; Hobart Mercury 24™ May, 1952:-R. Chamberlain 1%; J.Ferguson (2")
both NSW in the Australian Draughts Ch’ship played in Melbourne; 30" September, 1908:-
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill). West and Alma Clubs to play a match. The Wests team is Kemp,
Yeo, Hoare, R. Rowe, J. Shelley, Lowrie, A.J. Shelley, H. Shelley, W.N. Gillespie, J. Shaddock,
J. Rae, Hogg and Hayes. Sydney Morning Herald 16" September, 1899:- A very fine Draughts
column with lots of correspondents.

Coming forward to the 1920°s Mr J.B. Prowse started a chess and draughts magazine in Sydney
that ran from 1922-29 and draughts featured prominently in it. Unfortunately he made a large
monetary loss as editor and closed the magazine after 7 years. Cecil Purdy started Australasian
Chess Review in 1929 and it lasted with different names until 1967. It did not have a draughts
column but had occasional draughts news.
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news:-

Bathurst Free Press 4™ April, 1889

Draughts.
—_—p—— ——
It will be interesting Lo many lovers ol the
o ml.lupul::tlln-hunlﬂ-l?h 1886 of the

cham er of the world (Mr. James
w:rllhph:hn‘hm hﬁl:jrﬂlﬂlm for a week or more

after the 16th instant,
Date Opponent. Btakes, Where playel,. Won by

1847 Anderson ‘;::] Ifdllh;l!h fﬂ::ﬂ
p- o Lha Gamo u]'::f-“ yllin

1572

1973 W, R. Barker 400 dollurs Boston, 178, Wyllie
74 W R Barker 10 dollars  Boston, U1.E, Wyllie
1978 . D. Yates Champions'p New York Yalas

Maurtins Bulmeription Ulasgow Wyllie
:m Brickenshaw Subscription Oldbam, E. Wyllie
o . F, Barker 20 dollars Boston, U8 T
1454 Freeman Friendly Irovidenos, U B, Frocman
1 Bryden Hubsaription U lasgrow Wyllie

Wryllia thus won 6, drew 2, and lost 3 games.

Evening News — 27" January, 1890
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Chess and Draughts Club.

The jpustpowed wunual meeting of the aleve

club ws heid wn the Mub 1Dom ou WedyeMay
-"I-"'hihg.

BECOXD ANNUAL REPORT.

The following report was read and adopted : —

Gentlemen,—This being the seeond year ol the
existence of the club, your commijtee, at the ex-
piratiow of their term of uilige, wish to say that ¢
alub the whale is pmogressiss, i so far sa_she
requirements with regard to furniture are kept fuily
up to the demand of players and the funds in hand
are of s satislactory nature; but they regret thpt
the general witendance both st :nu{hxl and
ordinary ocensions is not what it should be, The
tournament which eommenced with sveh promise
hes failed i mawtain st nterest ig Ahe came
whish mig! ve heen axydoled ; tha !l i
W opuses over wnieh your sommites
cooltepl ; we would hare degite 10 expre® oy con-
gratulation to Rev, F. Tracey in being the success(ul
eompetitor  in the first division of the Chess
Tournament, und alio to record the thanks of the
ciub for the liberal donation of Dr, Spencer towards
the prize fund, ‘The attempt Lo arrange a cor-
respondent anateh with Sydney did not bring forth
frair, but we think the Seereiary might negotiste
with better suees<s an some future oceasion, We
would deaw strention to the fact that the clav s
woll supp lisd with the lat=<t furcign litera*ure in the
two departments of the game, and this alone shouald
be tiie means of ndvaneing the novice and attraeting
the cxpert. We would alsn, en passant, mention
the desiabiity, whieh your enmmittes has already
expressed 10 the minutes, of having a Whist Club on
n basizs marked out by your worthy President in
cmnection with this association, believing it would
tend to the best interests of all soneerned. There
are several beneficial changes during the coming
year we would like 10 see introduced, prit.cipally the
redagtion of the subeeription and euntrance f[ees;
aleo, it lias been considered expedient and more
advantageous if the players were to meet, say, three
stated nights in the week ; we hope the incoming
committes will see their way to consider and pass
these proposals. The draughts-players have shewn
thiat there is lite in them when required; we refer to
their action in being the tirst of all the country
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their actinn in Deing the Gral of all the couniry
towns in New Bouth Wales to invite the Champion
Draaghts-player of the World 1o wisit our fair eity
for eight days ; the result of their play being, as Mr,
Jamez Wyllie aftrrwards remarked, more favorable
and, in comparison with the metropolis, ol a far
higher standard than ha expected, proving that a
team mizht be selected who eould hold their own
against Ihf’ other ; in this regard Measrs. J. Gressier's
and Jas, Illingworth's (of Springword) names are
deserving of prominent mention, Appended heroto
it a statement of the yaar's reesipts and expenditure
whieh bas Uzca duly sudited m secordance with the
rules and in which will be found a credit halunee,
whereas ls't vear the ootlay had exceeded the
income ; this pri:perous siaie of affairs is largely
attributable to the avccess of Messrs, A, Page and
Chas. Joseph's mansgement, and their untiring
energy in undertaking the responsibility of Mr.
Wyilie's cuming to Bathurst, aided as they were by
those ol the publio amongst whom they eanvassed
for contributions, and who responded with a hearty
good will creditable to all

Lastly, we have to be thankfal to the loecal and
outside press lor the notices we have received at
their hands,

W. F. Basserr,
Chairman,

Above - Sydney School of Arts Chess and Draughts Club:- The report of the committee was
brought up for adoption at the annual meeting on 25" January, 1889, shows that the club consists
of over 100 members, and has the most spacious room, the most complete appointments, and the
largest chess library of any club in the Australian colonies. One of the members (Mr.W. Crane,
Jnr) still holds the championship of Australia. During the year the club has played a telegraphic
match with Melbourne, and matches with Ashfield, Burwood, Petersham, & c.; and numbers of
matches and tournaments have taken place between members of the club itself. The draughts
players have had a lengthy visit from Mr. J. Wyllie, the “Herd Laddie” champion player of the
world, from which they derived great benefit..... The Governor has consented to become patron.
(Extract from Report)

QUEENSLAND
This Trove research is the 1920/30 period.

Brisbane Courier 27/9/1924 by “Oblique” Problem No.187. The Brisbane Draughts Ch’ship
entrants were G. Horsfall (champion); J. Evans; J. Ryan; J. Bingham; P. Hickey; D. McArthur.

Brisbane Courier 19/11 1932 by “Oblique” The Greater Brisbane Ch’ship. Entrants T.G.
Richards; A. Cummings; T. Crowley; H. Smith; F. Chalk; J. McKay; J. McNeilly; J. Warren, J.
Morrison & D. Fairon.

Toowoomba Chronicle 1/9/1931 by “The Nailor” featured a 33 move game (Next page)
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Daily Standard (Brisbane) 30/7/1937 by “Switcher” the Country Week Carnival (next

page)

THE OLD DRAUGHTS BOARD.

I care not for Rothehild's wealth,
Nor for Nelson's fame,

Let the king enjoy his splendor,
The statesman his debale,
The miser his oft countad gol',

The lordling bis estate '
Olve ma a humble cottage, : -
Inside, a cosy fire,
The dru:l‘hu board and a friond
play,
I'll envy uot the squire.

The curler may enjoy his rlok,
Tha royal prince his gun,

The bizshop have his game of chéss,
The erlekater his mn;

Olve me & staunch old dranchisman,
When the hour of Loll ls o'ar,

The old draughts board betwesn us,
Apd I ask for nothlng more,

—Gr 'I-\mn.

to
|

Daily Standard 28/5/1927 Poem in
“The Old Draughts Board”

HIGHEST FORM OF DRAUGHTS.

re are among the votaries of our game
many who believe that problems contain the
very highest form of draughts, and look upon
thein as works of art, as much a ¢reation as
a painting, poem, or musical composition, The
rinere player who has never experienced the
m"utic attraction of problems cannot fully
realise the feeling of joy and sathfaction from
solving some maste I’m. the work of a
famous ecomposer, ere can be no doubt
that' solving problems, especially from dia-
grams, is an intellectual amusement, and that
the y of problems tends to accuracy of
snalysin, quickens the perception, and strength.
ens the faculties generally, and may occasion.
ally impart some of those lplrlglin: ideas
whicth are so sadly lacking in ordinary play.

GREATER BRISBANE DRAUGHTS'
CHAMPIONSHIP.

At a meeting of the Brisbane
Draughts Club beld last Saturday
evening at the School of Arts, anu-
street, city, it was decided to start
the 1835 Greater Brisbape champlon-
ship on Saturday, December 14, at
7.30 pm., n the Brisbane Draugnts
Club room. The entrance fee will he
28, with the usual double knockout
gystem—three prizes. The hon. ser-
retary of the Brisbane Draughts Club
(Mr. J. J. Fitzgerald) will be pleased
to meet any draughts player 'n the
Jreater Brisbane area wishing to play
In the above tournament.

4™ December, 1935 The Daily Standard

Daily Standard (Brisbane, Qld.
1912 - 1936), Saturday 7 July
1923, page 8

The same has been said about chess problems. Take this 3-er:-32/2NIN3/3B4/3p4/3k2K1 (4x2)
featured in Peter Wong’s column and in “The Australian’ I couldn’t solve it. The key is 1.Kh2
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DRAUGHTS AUTOMATON.

When the Britith seam wisited the United
; "l:I_ ipng ﬂlr ﬂ:tﬂuﬂ'lhwﬁr
u b AutEmaon—a "

ﬂLnnl “?zu of & human being—
II! 'I'I-l mibd o h cipable of mechanically mak-
ing maves 10 mest any combinaiion thay could
be st before i 1‘lu hunl of tha figurs was

Suioes thet it pos b I-Ipuuhh hie Tor ' adividuey
e iy wan an s
u h concrabed -hhu. This was an optical

hr-ﬂlf. you surely saw ous ol
m 0 armangtd o as lo creale

i H'I- ﬂ‘ll’li“
L1 you ware looki right
m hr.h. Robert 'Illtlnl-'lf cham-
ol itha ‘ml, tha presence of several
-fhl' British yers, astonished the automa-
eld but ever mew siroke-

nll-r. lnrl 1] 1!- Iuml Shot. The follow-
-r- e gl ey hH it ==+ done jei=

E Hl. [ RD .ﬁﬂﬂ LADY.™)
lack, rl iF, Automaton.
=14 1§—18 1By
— i a
lLi FI—F‘I;; 'r—ll R :t::

=17 1—14 - 25—13
:h:‘m:‘_:“:: jl—-ll. Iu"r:ul:h position on

Q

Black 1o move and win

A a 11
-L;":'T‘- e g e
18=1 1
wiat,
() pb—a3 prevenis 11—18, and svoids the
(b} Here tha “# inte hﬂillﬁ.

Jl that the at llldl!l In win :E

t
Beeel, of Kilburmie, fly made
'I.'h.l-hl from the “Luird and Lad .!' opening

Daily Standard - 10" November, 1928 Automaton

It was good to know that Robert Stewart the reclusive champion from Blairadam, Scotland
travelled to the United States in 1905 and defeated the Automaton with a game called “The Steel
Shot”. It is clear that there was a human draughts player involved and no doubt they all had a

good time after the game.

Automatons are famous in chess- ‘delusions’ as stated in the article on the left. The most famous
being ‘The Turk’ which played all around Europe in the 18" century with some good players
inside it operating the arms. There have been some wonderful books written on the subject and
that by Bradley Ewart takes some beating. The novel by Robert Lohr “the secrets of the CHESS
MACHINE” 2007 is a super read. Originally in German it was translated by Anthea Bell. My
copy came from the Chelsea Bookshop London in June, 2015.
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Daily Standard - 8" May, 1926 is the source for this article about Hugh Egan’s talks. How
wonderful it would be to have them for research in draughts history. I once asked the ABC if
they had any of Purdy or Kosh’s radio chess talks pre WW2, but NO they are lost to us.

8™ May, 1926 - Hugh Egan’s Wireless lectures. Trying to work out how long one could maintain
listener interest seems to be 15 minutes making it 90 minutes for 6 lectures. It would have been
great to hear. We saw the big draught board in Musgrave Park in 1984 when we stayed at

NEWS AND NOTES.

Intendineg competitors in the Grealer
Prisbane champlopship are reminded
that the towrmament will commence to-
.ight in the Sehool of Arts, Ann-street,
at 7.30 o'clock. The holder ts Mr, J.
Evans, and it {8 understood he will
defend his title.

A glant publle draughts hoard §s to
b econstructed in the Central Gar.
dens, Ipswich. It will be 12 foel
square, and the pieces 12 incleas in
dlameter. The City Council % alsn
crecling a2 pavilion for the usze of
rlayers and spectators.

It has been decided to dlsconiinue
the night sesslons on the big board
in Musgrave Park during the cool
weather, but the popular Saturday
aflternoon sesslons will be eontlonued
as ysual,

Mr., Hugh Egan, the Australian
cliamplon, is giving a series of lec.
feres on the wireless fiom Btation
L0, Melbourne. Draughtd enthusiasts
{2 the country should not miss these
Lrctures, which will be found Instruc-
tive and Interesting. The series will
be as follow:—(1) Early hlstory and
Lterature; (2) experts—past and pre-
acnt: (4) chance aids but little; (4)
notable mutches and tourneys;  (6)
public draughts boards; (6) six les-

sops {or beginners,

Highgate Hill for a holiday.
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HUMANS AS DRAUGHTS PIECES

s

One of the permanent entertainments now under construction t Los Angeles is a human
size draught board on which men and women represent the pieces, and are directed by
players on the sidelines. When a king is made of the pieces mounts the shoulder of
another. The board id 50 ft square.

From Daily Standard (Brisbane) 22" January, 1929, page 11. I wonder if the board is still
there in LA?

Probably the Draughts highlight events in Australia were the series of games between James
Wyllie and Robert Mar. in 1890 in Queensland. It is sad Mar’s grave in Toowong cemetery
Brisbane is unmarked. I am not sure if this was a world’s championship match. Also the visit by
the World champion Richard Jordan some 10 years later. Draughts has such great history in
those years. The article by Coulter Fell in the Town & Country Journal 19 June 1897 “Draughts
a Sixty Year Retrospect” is wonderful and in the last chapter.

Queensland and Victoria vied for the position of top draughts colony in these early years,
followed closely by New South Wales and South Australia.
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NEWS AND NOTES.

Intending competitors In the Grealer
Prisbane champlopship are reminded
thal the touwinament will commence to-
Light in the School of Arta, Ann-street,
at 7.30 o'clock. The holder Is Mr, J.
Evans, and it |8 understood he will
defend his title.

A glant publle draughts hoard §s to
be econgtructed in the Centrul Gar-
dens, Ipswich. It will be 12 feel
square, and the pieces 12 incles in
diameter. The City Council 1% also
crecting a pavilion for the use of
players and spectators.

It has been decided to discontinue
the night sesslons on the big board
in Musgriuve Park during the cool
weather, but the popular Saturday
aflernoon sesslons will be contloued
as uysual.

Mr., Hugh Egan, the Australlan
cliamplon, is giving a series of lec.
teres on the wireless fiom Btatlon
SLO, Melbourne. Draughts enthusiasts
i the counlry should not miss these
lsctures, which will be found Instruc-
tive gnd {interesting. The series will
b+ as follow:—(1) Early hlstory and
Llerature; (2) experts—past and pre-
aont: (4) chance aids but little; (4)
notable matches and tourneys;  (5)
public draughts boards; (6) six les-

sops for beginners,

SA Advertiser — 17" October, 1888, p.4
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Mr. Wyilie resumed hisdraughts matches on
Tuesday st the Caledowmian Hall, playi
sitogether 19 games, all of which he woa wit
the exception of two which were drawas, beisg
**nogle corner " games, p by M. P. E.
Lester and Mr. J. Hogg, players have
beer. more successful than any other opponents
of Mr, Wyllie in Bouth Australia, having
mhiﬂ-:ldlnx draws each, ;;dﬁﬂ‘?nuhm
perscpally  congratulated r. Wyllie om
the style i their play. Indﬁh the
champiom it 1B a  matter great
surprise that South Australia 1 not to be
repeeiented at the Centennial Tourney, which
o.rn st the end of the month ia

elbourne, as the average . tested by the
proportions of draws to games, exhibited by
this colony is far emperior to that of other
colomies which Mr. Wyilie has visited. At the
clore of the proceedings on Toesday the
“Herd Laddie” went through a mumber of
problems for the bene 11t of I.hunrcuhu.nd
solied others submitted by loczal players.
It is rather remarkable unlike the great
Martin, whoee defeat by Barker was attri-

The cl.ampion draughts player of the world,
Mr. Jas, Wyllie, will begin his exhibition
matches in Adelside this eveniog, when thas
mayor (Sir E. T. Bmith) will attead at the
Caledonian Hall and make the first move.
Mr, Wyllie will be pitted agasinst 12 loeal

layers st once, and will pass from board to

d, moviog st each one in succession, Ha
was iotroduced to the mayor st ths
Town Hall on Tuoesday morning asad
enjoyed the hospitality of his worship. The
champion bas now been about 15 months in the
colonies, axd bas » most of that time in
ovcogplre b g Byl B B

ol is | proposes to proceed to
(yueensland and New South Wales; and bis
stay in Australasia will probably eztead
over agother 12 months. Aas &H’l has
been & grest revival of the game of
crsughta 1 Adelaide during the last
yesr or 80, po doubt great interest will ba
tsken in the matches, and the wonderful
power possessed by the * Herd Laddie” wrll
provide more tham amusement for thoss who

buted to too heavy a straio om his gh,‘li:ll
puwers, Mr. Wylle, 1o spite of his sdvanced
years, is a8 freeh after eight hours’ play as
when he commences. To morrow ni will
witness the close of his season in Adelaie,
but Br. Wyllie entertains the hope of some
day revisiting South Avstralia,

contest with him as well as those who are
locking co.

SA Adpvertiser — 3rd October, 1888 - p.4

SA Advertiser, 17" October, 1888, pg. 4
CHESS AND DRAUGHTS

CHESS
“Adelaide — Prince Alfred Hotel, Mondays
Metropolitan — Y.M.C.A., Gawler Place — Saturdays
Norwood — Institute, Wednesdays
Gawler Institute — Thursdays
Smithfield — Institute — Saturdays
Port Pirie Institute — Tuesdays
Virginia Schoolroom — Saturedays
Wallaroo Institute — Wednesdys and Saturdays
Yorktown Institute — Mondays
Mount Gambier Institute — Tuesdays and Thursdays
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Blyth Institute — Wednesdays
Broken Hill A.N.A. Rooms — Wednesday & Saturdays
South Broken Hill — Alma Hotel, Wednesdays and Fridays.”

If one wanted to play chess or draughts in South Australia in 1912 the choices were plentiful. Imagine
even two clubs at Broken Hill and we know who was there in these years. The famous John Angus
Erskine who was a mining engineer and a New Zealand Chess Champion in 1936. They were strong too
with matches against other centres. Eleven Clubs was an attraction for any rambling player. The papers
also had fine draughts and chess columns. The Adelaide Observer chess column conducted by Henry
Charlick being possibly the best in Australia. He was also a former Australian champion. It is annoying to
see the two words chess and draughts together as we are unsure which word presides. It is chess and
sometimes the two games did not get on as chess and draughts clubs split up over differences between the
players. Was James Wyllie responsible for all this activity? Well, certainly in the draughts area.

CHESS AND DRAUGHTS.

For some time pama *he slove mentiuned
gamet have heen semewhat neg'ecied i Barm,
bust an effont is being made this year 10 fevive
the interest in these popolar pastiimses, snd
thus provide residents with a pleaseresble snd
profitablde met for disposing of some of
thelr bebwore moments and dispersing  Uheir
surplus encrey daring the winies mootbe A
preliminary mecting to convider the desirabilioy
il l'l:lrrnl-rlu ® elal was keld on l-'ridl., f'l'q:ﬂ"ﬂ".
bes, leyund el cling offcers, ombing was
Soelly decided. It was resolvcd that *a
"Chers and Dimoplis Chl' e fvimed in
BHurra, [awtvvle commities be mskied lor e
al soam, provided membein are mbsoibers o
the institmte. Meetings take place oa Thars-
day evening ol cach week, play 1o lut e
T3o 00 10 (i poamilde). Premdeat inlerview
batiiate Commities wiik regard 1o provision
of chess men and other necesary peqeisies
Firu mewtiog of the clabi be beld ia 1be Coun-
cil Chamber, Barra [nmiiuie, oa Fridey, May
Banywpm"” The lollowing ofcen were
elected :— Presbdent, Me. H. h; wice.
prewdeint, Her, T. B, Argwin, M. A, : hono
pec. and ireasorer, Me, P. A, Boach | oom-
millee—bMesars G. Scott, W. Hagee, |. Drew
and B Giles ; bavdicspper, My (. Seott,

Burra Record — 6™ May, 1903
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Chess and Draughts

— e —

For the winter months the Victor Har
bor Chess and Drasghtsa Cub conduct a
special tourpament.  Officers of the club
are Mesars. A. T. Grosvenor (president),
J. P. Colebatch &T.rrprunlrnll. ni] I3,
A. Gilbert (secrelary). Meolingm will
be held on alternate ursdays amd Wed-
nosdaye,

Adelaide News — 3* June, 1926

Ah, how times changed from when chess columns were long and full of names 25 years earlier.
Yes, they are very good columns for the historian wanting to find out who was a player, strong or
weak. Poor M. Laffin Class 6 at chess and C. Jensen Class 5 at Draughts. What hills they had to
climb? Mr. Laffin got a Rook, Pawn and move start if facing a Class 1 like Mr Odgers or
Loveridge. Mr. Jensen got 1 piece start against a Class 1 like Mr. Bowering or Deer.

And the copper miners at Burra must have wanted some “leisure moments” away from the
mines, so they formed a club. Wallaroo Chess and Draughts Club had a tremendous Secretary in
Mr A. Hocking judged by the column. One of the best.

And Victor Harbour had a winter chess and draughts club. In summer the climate was too good
for chess and draughts.
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CHESS AND DRATGHTS

Az rany of the members of (e Norwond club
were taking pari®in a droughts mmich only four
adjourned games wers resumed on Wednesday,
and but twe of lhose Goi=ked, Lathivan winoime
from Ashton, and Armitage and Kimer
theirs a draw. Great interest wad centeed in the
other contest, as it la mapy yeats ainee the Nor-
woode,  Southwarks, Adelaides, Goodwoosds, &,
waed to bafide f(or the premivrship in drauzhes
With the dishandment of the asociation the game
rpcdived a slwek, from which—as far as clubs are
comcerned—il has oever rmily recovered,  The
Norwood Chess Clob, havingg at its dispes! every

Wedneaday evenitg an oxcecdingly loree room in
the Norwood Institmie, decidid (o admit draoght
players s @ssocinte members of the olub, ond
with the idea of lmawguratice the inpovalion an
mterecting match was plaped betwaen the Nor-
wipods and a smalch team broushi togetiser by
Mr, A, Wallley (an ex-champion of Scimh Auos
tralin). A runaway victory for the former was
the eesplt, and as some of the opposing plavers

¥ threw in their ot with the wWegors a
strong team is ready to do bactle for (he Nor-
wogids, shonld the geuntlel be thrown down, The
close reltionship of drapghis and chess is amygy
borme out by the fect that of the 18 playess 12
are well-knowmn chessista. Appended are the
spores | four games edch side):—

Horwoody, Birmelora
Uhl'-’lil." - gw mE mE H Wﬂ-!'liﬁ'_'-' wn R a® @@ Ei
Gaakell «. +o oo s Hilltard .. co eu == N
Eﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ m me =@ MI'.'DUD“"H!;- mm  mam 1
Murmay .. s sa == Higginbsilam ., *0
mﬂ' H w wE P‘\r]i" am ww mm mE mw 1%
HmL[“ - L -8 =g Fﬂll [ ] (R E LR I
HarTison .. e s = S
Weight, jun. .. .. CRITET. & aa =e e 24
Wright, 0. .. = ColH¥r .o se s e O

A e et

*Forfeibed ih-'ll:l:gh absence,

The Express and Daily Telegraph
12" August, 1899
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CHESS AND DRAUGHTS,

Af the mud_m ing of the @al-

Chess  and ugnn:’htl Club
for the eneoi Dr.
Fulion ; _Puﬁ'iumﬁr_%}

J.
Vice-presidents, Messrs W. Bowering, E.

i ]

Deer and T. Folton ; Becreiary and
Tressurer, A. Hoeking: (Committes
(General), Mr W. H. and

officers ; Auditor, J, ; Handi-

ra_ {for Chesa), J. E. Dewr

il A Hocking ; (for ghin}, 'W.
Bowering, A. Hocking and T. Fulton.

The foining fee waa Nued at s per

member, and a call of 34 par member per
mnath to b mada for rent of Toom.

Resalved that the proposer of .any new
E'-.omhar :lt{:;ﬂﬂu juin?ug fae on thnrm'glli‘-

E:nl'-l]"d that the result of all toorney
pamies be handed in to the Becrstary
within two weeks of pairing, in default,
the Em to be forfeited.

!?lmgh’u: Tussday, Wednesday,
anid Friday of ewh week, from T to
$.30 p.m.

Tha following are the classes ;—

Ohess. —~Clase 1, J. Odgers, W. H.
Loveridge ; clasa, 2, A, Hocking, B
Deor ; claas 3, A. Dosr. J. Edwarda, C.
Jensen, E. Rossiwall ; slass 4, T. Fulton,
W, Bowering ; class 5, ————clnas 4,
M. Lafin.

(hlds. —Class 1 gives clasa 2 pawn,
olass 1 gives class 3 knight, clena 1 gives
class 4 knight, pawn, and move, clsas 1
givoa clasa B mnrmd move, olaa 1 gives
class § rook, pawn, and move,

Druoghts. —Class | W, Bowering, E.
Dear 2 A, Hooking, T. Fuolton, B
Phillias ; class 3 &, - Farrow, 8. Richard-
sar, oJ. € M. Latfln, A. Clarke ;
class 4 W, sridge, A. Deer; clam &
L. Jousen,

Odd —Claas 1 gives olass 2 deawsaswins
in first & games, clnsa 1 gives class 3 drawa
ns wins in all games, closs [ givea claxs 4
une man in first two games, draws o8 wins
in laat two, cless 1 gives class § one man
in onch gnme, clsas 1 gives clasa 6 one
man in esch gama and wB LS winy,

Each to play foinr gamis,

First pairing ending June 13, 180,

Cheps —E. Rossionll v, W. Bowaring,
J, Dulgers v. T. Fulton, J, Edwards v,
A. Hocking, A. Deer v. E, Dear, W. H.
I.nvqridg; v, M. Laffln,

Uranghts, —A! O, Clarke v. (. Farrow,
A, Daer v. B. Richardson, A. Hocking v.
T, Walton, B, Phillias v, W. i
M. Laffin v. E. Doer, W, H. Loveridge v.
J. (dgers

The Kadina & Wallaroo Times — 10" June, 1899
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SA Weekly Chronicle — 31* January, 1885
DRAUGHT NOTES
“We leave our correspondents to find out the answer to this ingenious puzzle from the Sun. It
was composed by Mr. O.H. Richmond.
A man named Thomas Jinks, with one names William West,
Had a little game of draughts one day to see which was the best,
Jinks got a man ahead when the game was nearly done,
But West would not give up, for he had two kings to one.
West moved his man to ten, and made a great mistake,
For if he could not move from twelve he could from twenty eight;
And force the man from twenty-four by going twenty seven,
In case Jinks moved his single man from sixteen to eleven.
Now checker friends, West lost the game, and the problem can be seen,
When I tell you that a king stood clear way over on thirteen.”

A further sample of the many SA columns.

The Register (SA) 9" January, 1920

Chess, draughts, and sick folk

“From JOHN ARTHUR, Home for Incurables, Fullerton: = We have several chess and draught
players out here just longing to have a friendly game with outsiders who have time to spare,
either day or evening. We also desire the presence of two good bridge players to pit their skill
against me and my friend, Amos. Do you think you could help us in the matter? We, of course,
are disabled and useless from a physical point of view; but, owing to our delightful
surroundings, and the great interest taken in our welfare, we are as happy as sandboys.”

51



CHESS AND DRAUGHTS.

The presentation of the prizes won in
connection with the Wallaroo Chees and
Dravghts Club took place st Mr. J, 8,
Croft's office, Wallaroo, en Thursday
evoving. There was a full attendance of
members, aod the following ladies and
gentlemen were also present : —~Mesdames
Fulton, Darwin, sod Ireland, and Dr.
Fulton and Mr. J. Maleolw, J.P.

Mr. H. Darwrs, President of the Club,
presided, snd in a (aking maoper ex-
plained the working of the Club. He
thanked Dr. and Mrs. Fulton for the
jnterest they bad taken in its success,
snd for the valuable prizes they
bad so xenerously given.

The Sgcperary (Mr. W. T. Ireland)
also thanked the donors, and then read
the reanlts of Lthe tournaments.

Mrs. Fulton presented to Mr. H.
Darwin a silver baiter dish, be being the
winper of tbhe chess tournament, and to
Mr. E. Deer & handsome writing desk far
winning the draughis touroement.

Mrs, H. Darwin presented Mr. John
QOdyers, ven. with the second prize in the
chess tournament—a set of chessmen mnd
board.

A special prize (<« set of chessmen) for
the higheat seorer in chess in the 3rd, 4th,
5th, aud 6th olasses was presented lo
Master E. Deer,

Dr, Furrox thanked the Clab on bebalf
of himgell wnd hi. mife for the wery kind
remarks, snd siucerely hoped that the
Club would suceeed.

Yoles of thanke were passed to the
visiters for their artendance and to the
Secretary for the sble manper in which
he earried out his duties,

Dr. Furrox snd Mr. Mavcoim re-

spouded.

Kadina & Wallaroo Times - 6" October, 1894
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Western Mail (WA) August 6™, 1904

“The Subiaco Draughts Club meets every Monday and Friday evening at 7.30 a.m., Municipal
Chambers, Rokeby Road, Subiaco.

The Freemantle Draughts Club meets daily at the Literary Institute, South Terrace,
Freemantle”.

The Draughts Column of the Western Mail had little local material and cited other columns. It
still had good news if not from WA. The game was alive and well in that colony in the late
1890’s.

ITEMS.

1m'mdthlma of Jobn Ferris,
of t Pleagant, Ballarat, a eabinet
maker, has employed his leisure fime in
I-.l.king -:da Iﬂtﬂf beautiful draunghts ubhh.
t is over 2,000 pieces of t
gl o1 “?f'l;a:m is
[T work 0. @
formed a:-.n work-box, inside and
iln;dh:ith satin, Thlitl le is ﬂt‘itahm
n oter, onmnn n shape, with a rim
underncath, fit with a drawer fastened
on the top of the work-case, with hinges
placed on octagon illlr?mulhd on four
claws of a neat . The top is beauti-
fully inlaid with ten warieties of wood,
huonpine, kauri, stained wood, resewood,
silky oak, American cak, and mahogany.
It is most artistically finished, & master
piece of workmanship, M:{:Mi credit-
able to the skill, patience ability of
the young Australian.

Western Mail (WA) 7 July, 1900

53



JORDAN AND STEWARET.

ordan, * champion of the world,”

nd laurel leaves she’ll wave for thee,
ow the ht tourney’s ondad L
em’t, forget, though, in lifo's battles

oms, of course, must lose the fight—
ake this “ brainy " mateh, for instanes,
very “round” was cloze and tight.
hy not aigo cheer the lesor,
nd his brows with laurels bind ?
obert Stewart is a “champion,”
hough Dame Fortune was uskind.
.G. W. LecoxTr,in Aberdeen Free Press.

HerEmae gk HPOROoY-

= |

Western Mail (WA) 9" September, 1898

Roland B. Molineux, the New York
club man found guilty of murder, when
in Bing Bing Prison gurprised his keepers
one by his latest scheme for whiling
away the time. Molineux proposed that
the condemned prisoners play checkers,
This would seem absurd, as the doomed
men are not allowed to visit one another
in cells. At Molineux's suggestion, how-
ever, Warder Johnson has fornished all
the men in the death honse with checker

and men. Molineux and Dr,
Kennedy who is awaiting death for the
murder of Dolly Reynolds, began the
game, making the play hy numerals to
correspond with the sguares on the
boards. The other prisoners move their
pieces according to the numbers called
out by Molinenx and Kennedy, and all
are thus enshled to follow the games to
n conclusian. Maolinenx is a good
player. and is easilv the dranghts cham-
pion of Bing Bing Prison.

Western Mail (W.A.) 22" September, 1900
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Western Mail (WA) 26™ July, 1902

“Prom the Ancients. '—Two homdred and ffty
yeara ago—the date of the were | 1060—Juan Gar-
o.a Cacalejas published certain lesding games s
fundamenial Prlulp'n ol play,—two hundred
alter olbher players pubilsh tha same games, identi-
cal 1o their movements, as new discoveries; we mak
purseives were they pew when Juan Garela Canal-
ejaa printed hin , or bave they really coms down

| froon the mnoienls, the Arabhans who pre sald 1o
have Imvented the game? Bhould not the “Oid
Fourteenil' really in the "“Nomenclstore™ be calied
he "“U0d Arabimn?'"—An we conjure up im our
mind's eys many w groip of grave Pedoulns with
their sibtle braln pooring over the board the i[ve
long duy st their tent door, struggling for victory,
whilst their flocks and berds “did feed on green
declivities,'"” wo oan eaally imagine bow they would
exhenst move and combluatlon, 1] in wnreatricted
mateh th-y'd fight mauy & "b'oodless battle' and
fire “'blank cariridge.’’ Having this In our sye we
cannot foree gureeives to bel!leve sven (s [lustel-
ons Hpansh player, Juan Oarcia Csna ejas, to be
the discoverer of the fondamental games: wa wonld
only be willing to bestow that honour opon the one-
known old shirk who Invented the gams ftop!f—
wha! & pity his name is loat,  Bot Bpaln must have
ecived ( krowedge divect from Arabls thrungh
= Muors, so that of Lrsughts it may be pald aa
af all mther knowledge, “light camr from the Mas ™
ne thing, however, ls ceriain, that in the days of
‘analelas the n:e anl practics of the gume of
Dienughis mnost have heen widely spread In Apain:
the pitlication of th® work spraks to that,—
"Dravghts Neard' (aid serl=s),

Western Mail (WA) 25" October, 1902
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ME. R. JOEDAN IN SYDNEY.

To the Sydney Morning Herald, we arg
indebted for the following account of the
first few days play of the champion’s visit
to N.8.W. :—On the a’ternon of Saturday,
the 15th of February, Mr. Jordan played
in the Bohool of Arta clubroom ﬁm
Forrest, Meaney, Bromner, H. Bmith, and
Grifin—Grifin baving the hononr of
drawing his first gu:w against the cham-
pion. Durning the evening of Ba *
the 15th, he gave an exhibition of simul-
taneous play in the lesture-hall bofore an
immense aundience. The following were
the players who faced the champion:—
Messrs. Manly, H. Smith, J. Brennan,
Burns, Ware, Mills, Sam Brown, J. Lee,
jun.,, N, MGregor, Wilkie, N. Donogkus
(Parramatta). Breanan, Brown, and
M'Gregor were the omly players who
secured draws. This position cropped
in the game played between J an
| H’Gufut — k men, 1, 4, 18, 20; white
‘men, 17, 22, 27, 82. Jordan played the
| white, and drew. The ending 05 t]{n game
played between Jordan and Brennan stood
thus :—Black men on 4, 5, 6, 7, 18, 14, 15;
white men on 12, 21, 22, 25, 27, 32. Black
te play Jordan, which was drawn. On
Momday afternoon Jordan played Mesers.
Bremner, Grifin, Lee, jun., and P.
two games with Griffin, who drew one, and
two games with Lee, who drew ome. In
the evening he played 14 simultaneous.

) ed two and drew one, Grifin
two and drew one. On Tuesday he

Bt Fio teiievieg Atew ot o

1

—8. Brown, W. Warnock, J. Drury, B

Griffin, aand Mr. Wi Outolf five

shnl with the ion, Mr. G has
rawn four, and Mr. 8. Brown has played

two games, both of which he has drawn.

Western Mail (WA) 24" March, 1899

News of the Tour by Richard Jordan first appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald and was
pleasingly picked up by the Western Mail showing the interest in draughts in Western Australia.
The Herd Laddie had 3 sons in America 29/7/1898. He was quite sick and died in the next year.
WM
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Western Mail (WA) 28" November, 1929
NEWS AND NOTES

“In the State Championship tourney W.L. Crowe defeated J. Gardiner by two wins to one with
one drawn. A.F. Marsh is the victor of the winners’ section.”

Western Mail (WA) 27" January, 1899
“Up to the middle of last month Mr Jordan had played 1,051 games since his arrival in
Australia, of these he won 901, lost 10, and drew 140.”

Dranghls seems to be making rapid
‘strides imn Victoris, jodging from the
faollowing note from the Weekly Times (V.):
—Draughts is going ahead in the couptry
districta this year. A club has been formed
at Nullan Bouth, and one at Mitchell's
Hill. A.mt-uhublin arranged between
| the Minyip and Hituhﬂl B clubs, to be
B:ﬂd at Banyema, s distance of 18 miles

Minyip. A mateh has also been

between the clubs of Drunmuukle

ulh.n Bouth. Amae is hﬂumm,u:

1n t.hl Wimmern dhtl'ldf The Korum-

burra Draughts Club, which was started

barely two months ago, has now a member-
shio of over 180.

Western Mail 18" November, 1899

TASMANIA
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What cheas or desught player has not
met that irritetiog persoo koown s
W The wan with the swelled head | ™
Here is a sbory of his enconnter st
draughis with the O Dafler ;=

MOYE GooEnw ALK

And it vame to pass thatl & veriain
individaal, whv wan known ga * Tha Man
with the Sweiled Head," did spprosch
unto the Od Boller, snd did say wato
him, ** Uaw'at thon play the game of ye
dranghts ' Apd the (Hd Bofler looked
modest, and said, * Yes, verily | | can

g somewhat, bui as 1 sm only »

mble student of game my koow-
ledge thereof is bul rodimentary, and
fain wonld [ sogaire greater skill than
thet which 1 slready possess.” And
# Tha Man with tha Swellad Head "
took pity on the OM Buoffer, and did
pat bim gﬂllj{ on the back, snd did say
gnndescendingly nnto him, ' Then, O
Bulfer, 1T will tesch thee o wrinkle or
two abant the game, which will incronss
thy knowledge thereof smaszingly.”
And they then lllji:urlnd nnbi the place
where draoghts players do comgregate,
yea, cven doto the Jooal pab. And
when they were ready to play the Old
Buffer tovk the Blask wsids, snd he of
the swelied head took the White, and
the play was ae Tollows :—

Y W1 Wis W
1k A1l =M 1% 16
[te 31 0 3 + A W a
W hich eventoaied ia the position knawn
s " The Goomewalk : =

Buoacn.

Witrre,

And when the game bad roachel thi
stage the Uld Buoffer (id casnally re
mark, * [ perceive, frisnd thon art alon
o enter into il ponliey busioess,” Ba
The Man with the Swellel Hesd die
aol noderstand, s book koowledge wa
08 tha Urim and Thommin ante bim
and the play proceeded : —
ik Lo *14 BLId 1017 118
I 1A p M W M
21 118 1rx 8Ll T
b B1E Fip WM
And when tba  O0d Baffer played thi
ahot The Man with the Swelled Liead
did voddenly reoollect ihat he had 1o
catoh the train, aod he said, * We will
Humh this game on moma fotire occs-
wivn, when | will tench thoe m [ew wiore
wiinklee" And he rose opand pat on
hin hat, mnd, o snd babold | it was oo
large for him, and it como down even
ooto his ears,  And he straightwsy de-
parted. And the O Walfor bath not
eoen bim from that dey eren ants thia,
One of the mowt beilliant oareers in
the ounala of chess has ternye mled
(writea the London © 1hiily Telegraph®
of Amgmst 15) o wad eclipse at Now
York, Willinm Steinita, wlo from the
time he won 26 won every mateh he
played [ 0 yewrs, and wan ol pion
far & longer time than say other wan,
expired co Sunday 1o s lnnatic asylam,
It is & terdillo tribide to the fascinat-
ing and execting natnre of this ancient
game Lhat many of ite keenest volariss
im the =ame way have fallen (in victima
[ewonld sevn ag thougl the resson,
gpareed by the intarest of the play, un-
wittinwy overtaxes itwelf antil st last
ong day tha over-stimoalated bemin fails
to rempond,  Then, s in Stefuing's casn,
cones the peadual decline, and finully
the erasli,  There i no doeobt that the
great chiessplayer®s ta an sbaormially-de-
veloped inteleet,  Hlin one great fecalty
urershadows and  sinnts the growih
of olber mienial jorwers b0 oen extedl
rarely met with 1 geninses of ather
typs. Suweaafnl generalship of the
littla iviory mrmy requires the bighent de-
ETé0 u. | alienee, |1|r|.u-|;|e|,|i|d, !I-ll"ﬂlﬂ'hl.
Argns ayed caution, fedomitalse deter-
minstion, W hat graa'ities, ane may ask,
nre beitor calvolnted 1o fusare siiccrss
o e ! Yot how tuan y who hare ex-
celled ot the pastiis, and wh, Lherelare,
winy b s pposed to bave pussessad {lieas
characteristic s in generons masore, lave
sitsined b wnythine like sorcospouding
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sttarmed L anytliing like sorresponding
emigence in other directions ! Steinite,
tor example, lived in peoury in England
for many yeare, until in 1543 the kind.
ness of Iriends eoabled hig to eettle
in Aweraa: snd pow we lesrn that,
afler st wicissibodes, ha  has ofjod
fursmkrn and festitole, Groat men there
are, wl  coirer, whes g alen good
pliyers, althauch Sianiiz, or any one
Wl the masters wive cuma noxt §. biirui,
condd hare met Vo Moltke blindfold
aod crasled boo as ouerly as, oo e
greater  choss-lboard, he  deleatsd 1)
armies of France, The avernze anatpoir,
thersfore, mead  have woe foar et
infulgene in honra ol pracefal ein-
et will bmve an  deleterions  cifoet
on his bosiness capacity.  He may
evin ponsole himsell for repeated drahb-
tings by the reflaction that hid brain will
b [reaher than if by excessive effurt he
bad won. Exeellence of any kind has
to be bought at & price. [t rensaing foe
the individonl to decide whether he is

prepared Lo pay il.
The Mount Lyell Standard October, 16™ 1900. Chess & Draughts Column by “En Passant”

An amusing story and a history lesson all in one. I recall some of those old men at the Hyde Park
Sydney chess and draughts tables near the Museum had some good moves. I think as a teenager I
could see how they loved games and I copied them!

Launceston Examiner 7" November, 1924
“We have an enquiry as to whether a draughts club for ladies cannot be formed in Launceston.
Will other ladies favouring the idea send in their names and addresses to the draughts editor,

who will put them in communication with the lady who makes the enquiry.”

I wonder was a ladies draughts club formed?
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CHESS AND DRAUGHTS

KINGSTON CLUB,

The annual meeting of the Kingston
Chesse and Draughts Club was held on
Wednesday. The sldent (Mr. W. J.
Hazell) wae In the chalr. The report and
balance sheel, which were adopled, show-
#d that the club had had a very success-
ful year. Includine the balance b L
forward l'ﬂé‘l'lr'li 1'111 ‘Eﬁ\fh}gl ""& the Ei
come Was £, .. And expendiiure
17s. 10d., leaving a balance In hand of
L8 ia. 64

The electlon ~f oMicers resulted:—Patron,
Mr. Chas, Mitchell; presldent, Mr. A. Ray:
mateh eantaln, Mr. . Pearsall: hon., sec-
retary, Mr. W. J. Hazell; treasurer, Mr A.
E‘nn committee, the officers and Mr. W.

xon, .

It was resolved that the club's meeting
night should be #very Wednesday, and the
anpual su ptien ihe game as formerly
namely, 35, als0 that six prizses be offered
for competitlon.

Votes of thanks were passed to the re-
tiring 'r::l-hnt apd ‘h?n.“umurr. .t:
those lert cars and to the women w
assisted at the social eveninga

The Mercury (Hobart) 22" April, 1931

I .
The Colonist (Launceston) 23" November, 1889

Interesting to see this local contest at
the Hotel in Launceston. The Draughts
editor in 1925 was “International”.




Tasmanian News 21* December, 1904

“HOW THE BLIND PLAY DRAUGHTS AND CHESS

It is an interesting sight (says the “Braille Review”) to see the blind play draughts and watch the
changed expression which overspread their countenances when they feel they have a win or
when they contemplate a serious problem. The board on which blind persons play is about the
standard size, the black squares being sunk and the white squares raised. Of course, colour is
of no value to the blind, but they speak of the sunken and raised squares as black and white, as
though they were capable of distinguishing colours. The pieces used are round and square.
The round pieces are called black, and the square pieces white, and the round pieces always
move first.  They are turned on the one side and plain on the other, so that when a man is
crowned it is played with the turned side up, instead of putting another man on the top of it as in
the ordinary game. ~ When the men are places on the board the player having the round makes
his move, the other player places his hand on the board, feels the move that has been made, then
makes his reply.  So the game goes on, move for move, until the finish. ~ The players can move
as quickly as players with sight, and make no mistakes. — The dffliction from which they suffer
would seem to have sharpened their other senses, and to have made them more acute. Many an
hour is passed pleasantly over the board, and the games played are, as a rule, of good class.
Matches are sometimes played between one blind institute and another, and the practice thus
gained has produced some very good draught players.”

Examiner (Launceston) 3" December, 1925

“BOTH WONDERFUL GAMES"

The draughts editor on being Inlroduc-
td Lo & chess player Lthe other day was
informed by the latter that n his
younger days he used to play droughts,
“But,” he added, “1 suppose you have
played bagatelle? And billlards? Well,
comparing bagatelle with billlards would
be like making a comparison of draughts
with Clvess!” (What would our chess
celebrities who' entertained such a pro-
found respect for the sisier game have
thought of this?) On the infinite depth
of our gamo velng impresscd on our
friend he departed with the remark,
"Well, they are both wonderful gumes '™
And in this he was right. Many who
are famous at the one are DO MOAN &x
ponenta of the other pastime, but the
late H. N. Pillsbury alone was fitted |
to play In bhoth international chess and
draushis comlasim,
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The Hobart Mercury 11" February, 1939

“DRAUGHTS

NORTH VS SOUTH - MATCH AT HOBART IN JUNE

At a meeting of the Launceston Draughts Club it was decided to send a Northern Team to
Hobart in June to meet a Southern team in a challenge match for the Uncle Tom trophy. 25 or
more players will make the trip, and the match will be played in the Hobart Central Draught’s
Club room, at the City Hall. On the last occasion these teams met the match was played in
Launceston, and resulted in a draw, each side scoring 18 wins and 14 games were drawn.
Tasmanian Championship

The second play off for the Tasmanian Championship title will begin at the Hobart Centre
Draughts Club next Saturday morning. The contestants are A. A. Moore (North West Coast
Champion), and O. Vince (Southern Champion). The winner of the tie will play G. Moodie for
the title. Great interest is being taken in the meeting of these two players, and it will be the first
time that they have played against each other. Moore, who has held the North Coast
Championship for a number of years, has a fine record. He has seldom been defeated. Vince,
who is also the Tasmanian Chess Champion, is playing strongly and should worthily uphold
prestige of Southern Tasmanian Draughts. The tie will begin at 10 a.m. sharp, when the
President of the Tasmanian Draughts Association (Mr L. C. Johnson) will welcome the players,
and then make the first move.”
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"~ DRAUGHTS
- AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIP:

WON BY BOYLES (VICTORIA).

- , LAUNCESTON, Aprll 26

""he hord-fonghs  tournoament for  the
champlonship of Auslralln was brought o
a cloge to-day, when Boyles the champlon
of Vietorle bent Enrle, the South Aus- |
drahinn champlon, (wWo gumer Lo none and |
one draw. thu= annexing the title. j

Boyles came (rom Scotland. miny years
ngo, and although he plaved draughis wi
thint time. his knowledge of the game wps
not extenslve, All his expertienee has heen
ohtalned since he haa reslded In Mel-
bourne.  This |5 the firsl ucension aon which |
he hns won the champlonehip of Aus. |
tralla, but be has been third twiee e
ha# pleo hecn champlan of Vietorln  on
three nccaslons  amd  runner-up =everal |
timea In Melhowrne ne s epptain and |
eatich of the laliways' Draoghis Cluln Boe-
sldes winnlng the title he ho= won a hand
pommie pald medal. olesentold By (e Taatun- |
ceston Ity Thousnnd Lenisue, and 240
pre=eonlod by il Pasmanlon Peanehits Ass
aunlnlinn.

Zarle  har  bren champeen sines 1914,
whoen the tithe was tirst Taogneg fed £
has won each of lhe four tourpeye whieh
bave haen haeld sinee  Jle wine the sveond
wrize of L£20. The third. of 10, =nee to
J Armstrong (Victorlad, who years ago wiis
vhamplon of Ballarat Me s jilen n sirong
rhv:h.i ﬂunltnl, anid iirivh--t ninyver, aml |s
Capriain nn coach of the Footseray
DTughu Fluh. i

« Harris, the aboriginal expert from
i‘ﬁt?#'lh Australla. was fourth and Horsful

Durle (N.S,W.)-wan the fir<t consolatlon

ze, .

After the tournoy had econcluded Boyieg,
the new champion, guve an exhibitlon of
simultancous draughis. He seored eight
}rlnﬁdnnd four draws, and way unde-
eatled.

Hobart Mercury 27" April, 1927
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The champion drughts ﬁﬂl:n}rur. Jumes
Wyllie, returned to Bydney Brisbane,
and on March 30 met eeveral of his old op-
ponenta of the Sydney Bohool of Arta Cheas
and Draughis Club. Ha played a total of
Afty games inst all comers up to Tues-
day mnight, and of thess ha won forty-three,
draw six, and lost ons, The winner in this
cass was Mr Jamea Drury, whoss spore in
tha four games playsd was one won, two
lost, and one drawn. The IHerd Laddie
visited Bathuret an April 4, in responss t0
bably atay  forsnight in Aydney, ualiss be

¥a t in Bydney, &3 Lo
recalves an inﬂtnlmtruﬁ 87 pountry
districts, with & guarantes of his travelling

eypanMe. | S
The Colonist (Launceston) 13™ April, 1889

DELORAINE,

On Wednesday o number of the mem-
bers of the Young Men's Club of Hagley
journeyed up to play a number of our
loeal boys at chesa, draughts, and ping-
pong. Mr. H. V. Cato, ns acting secre-
tary, had every arrangement complete,
with the result that a very pleasant even-
ing was spent. During the evening re-
freshments were handed round. which
were very much appreciated.  The fol-
lowing is the list of tenms and results;—

Chess  competition: — Hagley team—
Measrs. J. Bread=n, Hodges, and Woal-
nough.  Delornine team—DMesara, H.

Best, Owens, and Trail. Resulting in
a win for Deloraine by mine points.
Dranghts competition: —Hagley  team—
Messrs, Boucher, R. Ralph, W. Wooel-
nough, W. Dadeon, Eastoe,, Heazlewood,
and Rev, Hardie. Deloraine team:—
Messrs, E. Beam, P. King, W. Best, E.
Mitchell, A. Mitchell, Alf. 'l’l.ldinrd.'].hr
thur Radford. Resulting in a win for
Hagley by three pointa. Ping-pong com-
petition: —Hagley  team—Messrs. W
Wright, Dadson, Staggard, Murfet, Ralph,
and Beveridge. Deloraine team—Messms,
W. Webb, Cronin, Lake,:A. Wyatt, F.
Wyatt, and L. Wyatt. Resulting in a
win for Deloraine by three points,

Launceston Examiner 21* September, 1903
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HUXLEY AND "THE GAME OF
LIFE"

We do Bol koow I tha lale Pro-
fegsar MHuxlay, the greot sclsntlet, was
wodroughits player, but by wrole of the
seience of our game, and our distin.
puished next-door nelghbour chess, thus
—“TlLe Hfr, the fortune, and the happi-
ness of every one of we, Aand, more ar
feas, of those who are gonmected with
e, depend upon our kKpowing some-
thing of {ho rules of a game Infin-
itely more difioult snd complicated
fhan draughts or chess. Thay are
wimrs which have besn played Tor
unlald pges, every man and woman of
us helng ons of the two yern in B
gume af his or her own. & drmughis
3¢ chens board in the world, the pleces
are the phenomens of the universe, the
pufes of the game are what we call
the laws of Natlurs, The player on
e other side s hidden from us. We
Leow that hia play la always folr, just,
ptid patient. But also we know, (o
sur ecost, that ha never overicoks &
pilatpkin, or makea the mmallest allow-
inoe fop lgnorance. To the man who
pluve well the hlghest stakes are pald
withh that sort of overflowing gecoe-
poally  withh wlifch tha MAreng showe
doelight in strength,”

Launceston Examiner 20" March, 1929
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THE TERRITORIES- AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY (ACT)

A Chess and Draughts Club was formed this week as reported in the Canberra Times 7%
September, 1933 with a large attendance present at the Kingston meeting. Mr. W. Miller was
elected President, Mr. G. Butcher as Secretary, Mr. Price Assistant Secretary and Mr. H.
Notarus. Treasurer. Meetings would be every Monday night at Manuka Arcade with a match

against Goulburn a priority.

CHESS CHAMPION

BYDNEY, Sunday.

By winning his two adjourned
games L. 8. #ell won the Bydney
chess champ'onship with B} polnta
out of n possible 11.

T. E Healey was second with &}
points and D. F. Mcllrath thind with
i} points.

Before entering for the champlon-
ships Fell was unknown a8 a cheas
player. Last July he won the Btate
draughts championship.

Canberra Times 18" December, 1944

Lloyd Fell was a chess identity in Sydney from my early days in the 1950’s. This article dates his
first major chess victory. He died in 2010 aged 91, and was an active player in his 65 years of
chess ca 1944 and prior to that a strong draughts player. He was a working class man, a railway
boiler maker who always wore bib and braces and I recall him in them. Sadly I never spoke to

him.

Chess Club To Cater For

Draughts,

For the past threo years the
Canberra Chess Club dias confined
ita activities to the an el and
fascinating: game of Chedas: out it
appenrs that there e o few
draughts players in Caa‘yirra, of
varying degrees of wkill, wh T
fer  thelr own game mdd  would
welcome an opporiunity of show-
ing thelr prowess. As the two
games are played unde, similet
conditions it has been sugmested
that the Chess Club o might fhirew
ita ' mesctings  open to draurhis
players, who would be sl ‘o et
and play esch other unlé © the
congenial conditions ju iwvlded by
the Chess Club: They wonld upig
to supply their own dravehtam.,,
Draughtsd players who dosivs (o
take ndvantage af this pportun-
Ity are invited 10 atten | the meet-
ing of the Chess Clus, at the
Croquet Pavillon, Hotel Canberra,

Sn ey nowt atN: B, Canberra Times 28" February, 1945
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Canberra Times 15" August, 1947
“Canberra Chess Club
Members meet tonight and every Friday
8 p.m. at 2CA Theatrette.

All chess players welcome”

The Territory of the ACT with the city of Canberra became Capital of Australia ca 1929. It is
inside the State of New South Wales. The city became a very strong chess centre with the advent
of the Doeberl Cup in 1963.The book by Bill Egan on the Cup has a photo and tribute to Lloyd
Fell who competed many times. The ACT is a strong chess and draughts centre today.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

On July 25th, under th+ 1uspices of
W.J. de Muller, Eq, F.R.G.S, the

;ﬂoyn;of the Northern - Feeritory
tields of Au<tralia, Lrd.; inngnr
ted the Brock’s Creek Coldticlds Sieiul
and Matoal Improvement Saciety, foc
the senelit of them elves jud Triends.
8o far it has bevn carried out - cery
successfully, and the entertninment
mmhl has beern rxcellently rendend.
* members weet on SBanday and
Wednesday evenings, . the Company
iin&lﬂowing the use of the office
r That parpse.  Altern iy evenings
are devoted to coneerts, and.peadings,
chesz, druughts, ete,, respactively. The
sixth entertainment was given 01 the
2ud alt,, to an apprevintive adi nee,
and it was the aniversal verdict that
it was the best of the series. It will,
o doubt, stimulate the memba’
“ffowrts to excel nt future mectinzy in
this record-breaking age

Northern Territory Times and Gazette 10" September, 1897

Brock’s Creek Mine is 140km south East of Darwin off the Stuart Highway. It is a hot climate
with periodic monsoonal rains between November and May. And so chess and draughts were
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played in the Company Office. By 30 April 1935 the Northern Standard (Darwin) was receiving
letters from the “Ex-occupant of Cell No.16 Fanny Bay Jail” for the provision of chess and
draughts there. By 12 June 1941 an Interchurch Chess and Draughts Club was to be formed. And
it was:-

Northern Standard 9" January, 1948. The Club met at the Uniting Church.

DARWIN CHESS CLUB

“Meets Wednesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. at United Church Club. Players and those wishing to
learn are cordially invited. All enquiries to Hon. Sec., P.O. Box 131, Darwin.”

One war statistic worth keeping were the products made at the Changi POW Camp at Singapore.
The prisoners made 86 chess sets from hardwood and 118 sets of draughts from tea chests.(Army
News 26 September 1945)

Darwin Chess is alive and well today and has a Facebook site. Darwin was originally named
Palmerston. In 1912 (Darwin then) the International Order of Good Templars was attempting to
raise money for chess and draughts to keep young people out of hotels.(Northern Territory Times
19 January 1912)
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5. FOUR YEARS IN AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND BY THE
WORLD CHAMPION!

The following Story is the bibliography of James Wyllie copied with permission from the Wyllie Checkers Page.
For more information on the other players mantioned or to ses the Computar Checkers/Draughts Game based on
hi= moves use either our links page or directly link using http:/fwww.wylliecheckers.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk

We thanlk the company for their kind permission to reprint the story here.

The Herd Laddie by Chris Reekie
Presented courtesy of the Glasgow Draughts Club, Scotland

James :-,rllie

Draughts players around the globe owe a tremendous debt to James Wyllie, the "Herd Laddie”, whe died in
Glasgow one hundred years ago on April 5th 1839, Wyllie occupies a unigue place in the history of draughts.

He davoted his life to the game and dominated it for over 50 years. He was an outstanding personality whose
activities popularised the game and encouraged its study. Wyllie's funeral took place on April 8th 1859. His
remains were taken by train from Glasgow to Leven, Fife, and interred in his family plot in Scoonie Cemetery.
Visitors today will see that his headstone states that he was werld draughts champion for 40 years. This was not
an exaggerated claim.

He was champion over that span of time, interrupted only by two brief spells when other contenders overcame
him. His name occurs constantly in draughts books because he contributed so much to the development of the
game. His influence is evident to this day. He is rememberad as a player of originality and innovation. He was
very very successful with the "Ayrshire Lassie” opening and introduced the "Fife". Particularly associated with him
is the "Switcher” opening, which he himself said he had used to "perplex many an eminent player”.

Whyllie was the son of a a trooper in the Scots Greys and was born at Piershill Cavalry Barracks, Edinburgh, in the
part of the capital known as Jock's lodge, now occupied by a council housing scheme. His father had fought at
VWaterloo. The exact date of Wyllie's birth is uncertain. The day is given as July Gth, but opinion is divided on the
year. Some sources say 1818 and others 1820.

Whatever the actual date, Wyllie was about 80 when he died. At that advanced age his mind was still sharp, and
he had not lost his skill or enthusiasm. He remained a formidable competitor. He had played draughts all through
his life, making an important and indelible contribution to the progress of the game.

The above is only a part of the great story of James Wyllie written by Chris Reekie from the Wyllie
Checkers website, He had a wonderful tour of Australia arriving in Melbourne 15" April, 1887 and
leaving 6 May 1891 from Adelaide. Over 4 years! No world chess champion could match that tour time.
Nor could they match his age-he was over 69 when he left. He played 16,000 games in Australia and lost
only 30. He had two earlier visits to America one over 4 years.! There is much more on “The Herd
Laddie” in the newspaper clippings throughout this History. Draughts columns were lush and full of rich
biography, games and problems. The “Reminiscences” in the Leader 15" April, 1899 page 31 are terrific.
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We owe him a debt for Australasian draughts as we do Richard Jordan the world champion who toured in
1898 and also Alfred Jordan who was here in 1910.

WYLLIE IN THE AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPERS

Leader (Melbourne, Vic. : 1862 - 1918, 1935), Saturday, 26" September, 1885, page 8
“JAMES WYLLIE, CHAMPION DRAUGHTS PLAYER

Our readers many of whom are friends of Mr. Wyllie will be pleased to peruse the appended
items of interest which have been extracted from a letter by last mail from the champion to the
editor of this column who enjoyed his friendship many years ago Inter Alia, Mr. Wyllie
remarks-“ While in America I played close on 20,000 games, and won about 18,000, losing 109,
the rest being drawn. With Mr. Heffner, the present champion of America, I played 10 games,
and out of that number I won 4, the other 6 being drawn. It is but fair to mention that I refused to
play any other player during the time I was playing with Mr. Heffner, which accounts for my
beating that gentleman so easily. Had Heffner played me on the same terms as Freeman did, but
that he would have beat me. You will be aware that on the 14™ January, 1885, I challenged any
player in the world for from 500 to 1000 dollars at the game of draughts, the challenge to
remain open for six months. A few weeks ago I also issued a challenge at the Herald and Weekly
Free Press, Aberdeen, that I would play an unrestricted match consisting of 100 games, with
anyone in Great Britain or Ireland, and would undertake to prevent any opponent from winning
4 games for a stake of from £40 to £200, or I would undertake to win 4 games in a 100 for a like
stake. Some time ago Mr. Jackson of Manchester, challenged Mr. Reid of Kilmarnock, late of
Mauchline, for £100 a side. Mr. Reid has an important situation on the railway, and can only get
opportunity for match play at a certain time of year. When the time comes none of his opponents
will back up their challenges, their excuse being that he did not accept in time. Such is Mr.
Jackson’s excuse. In justice to Mr. Reid these matters should be known. Give my kind regards to
Australian players and tell them I will not be surprised if one of them should snatch the laurels
from my brow some of these days. Australia has done so with Mr. Hanlan, who was considered
invincible, and had to lie at the feet of an Australian rower who was scarcely known. It is
admitted that Hanlan never rowed better in his lifetime. I saw Hanlan row Elliott at Newcastle
on Tyne for £400. Elliott had not the ghost of a chance. Now, I say, Australia ought to be
immensely proud of her champion, Mr. Beach. In conclusion, I hope the day is not far distant
when I shall visit Victoria, and should I have to succumb, my opponent, whoever he may be, will
have to fight inch by inch, when he does defeat me.- Yours, & JAMES WYLLIE, Champion
draughts player of the world.”

When I was a very young lad I got my hair cut by an old man and his son at President Avenue, Brighton,
Sydney. They were the son and grandson of the great Bill Beach Champion Rower and the press of that
time had fine engravings of the match on Sydney Harbour. There was a huge mass of people watching
the races in small boats and from the shore. The barbers had lots of photos of their ancestor around the
shop. This would be the late 40’s early 50’s. Here is another article from the Melbourne Leader 9 January
1886 that helped bring about James Wyllie’s tour:-

“The visit of this renowned player is in a fair way to become an accomplished fact. What his
presence would do for the game here anyone can calculate by reference to his American tours.
We publish the following letter without comment in the meantime, except to remark that the
modest terms offer to us in Australia a great opportunity of obtaining a great gratification:-
(Letter from J. Hedley, Late of the Leeds Mercury, England):-
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(Melbourne Leader Saturday, 9" January, 1886)

“I avail myself of an opportunity to thank you for The Leader and to assure you that I highly
appreciate the excellent draughts department, and as evidence that I do not appropriate the good
things it contains exclusively for my own use. I may state that immediately after its arrival, and
glancing over its contents, I laid it on the table of the ‘Leeds Draughts and Chess Club’ where
members cordially welcomed and displayed great interest in it, I need hardly add that the
appearance of the column weekly, instead of fortnightly enhances its values to votaries of the
game. My chief object in writing you at present, is by request of Mr. Wyllie, to broach a subject
he entertains to engage in an Australian and New Zealand professional tour, and to solicit your
aid in realizing it. It may seem a visionary projection on the part of the veteran, and somewhat
presumptuous on my part to give effect to it; but as I arranged, his first English tour, his first
American tour, and am busily engaged in arranging his present tour through Great Britain, you
will acknowledge that I know something of the difficulties which crop up in relation to it. I give
you a resume of the essentials, which are as follows:- First: Subscriptions from Australian and
New Zealand players towards a fund to guarantee the cost of the Champion’s voyage to
Australia and return to England. Second:- Mr. Wyllie to visit and play in Australia on
customary terms viz. travelling expenses defrayed by clubs or players who engage him, bed and
board, and the privilege of playing with opponents provided with tickets, 6d each, which admit of
one game being played. I may add that Mr. Wyllie will be quite content with second class
accommodation in his voyage to and fro. By Mr. Wyllie’s request I enclose contributions, and if
they meet with your approval will be glad to see them in The Leader column. The veteran is at
present my guest, is in high health and spirits, in capital playing trim, and he desires me to
express a hope that he may resume acquaintanceship at no distant date, and express personally
the high esteem, he entertains for you.- I am & c., J. Hedley.”

A very reasonable proposal by James Wyllie which ensured serious consideration was given to
the proposed tour by the Australian Draughts Fraternity and resulted in his coming. His tour
around Australia and New Zealand must have increased affection for the game here and a large
boost to draughts lovers. The “Herd Laddie” would enjoy our climate and his wish to come again
is clear in the above letter. I note the charge per game was 1/- when the above quotes 6d. That to
be checked. I found the below in the Town & Country Journal 27 August 1887 but NOT the
engraving on page 444. I will check this out. Photos and sketches of the Herd Laddie are thin in
the ground. I have always liked him going way back to the 1970’s but chess gathered me under
its wing.
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The Champion Draughts-player.

JAMES WYLLIE, ** THE HERD LADDIE,”

(See pertrait on page 444.)

To possess the draughts-playing championshiy of - the
world 18 no mean distinction, as it necessiriiy implhes the
posgession of an unusually large amount of 1uteliectuas
power, combined with:a tenacious' memory; tor, to hotd
one’s own, even against a moderately good. player, w
thorough knowledge .ot all possible combirvations ariging
from each move 1s requisite. Hence ‘the interest with
which'the career of Mr; Wyllic has been resarded, nQt
only in draughts-playing ciicles, but also in the worla
beyond.. He is, indeed,a most remarkable man and itis
a tine :$2dy to wateh him boginniug a game (appareqtly in
a listless manner, well calculated to.throw an inex peiiencen
oppovent off 'his guard), and then suddeniy but ga:f
quietly making a move which instantaneously upsets all
the calculations of his opponent, leaving hum (Mr, Wyliie)
master of the field;

He has keen a player from his very childhood. Born in
1821, he is now in his 67th year; and it is said of him that
while still a mere boy he learned to play d:aughts among
the soldiers of his father’s regiment, soon acquiring such
skill as to be able to beatall the regimental ** eracks,”
Although generally known as *“ the herd fuddie,” he ‘never
followed that occupation, thesoubriquet having been earnea
by him in«s somewhatamusing maunner, 1t seems that there
was a certain 8cottish drover who was in” the habir, wheh.
ever he was in GUlasgow, of playing dranghts with
considerable success, - Une particularpiayer, however, was
too stromg for him, and beat him over-aud over again.
‘This caused him much annoyance, and ke *‘cust about
for a means "’ of revenge. Accidentthrew Lim into contact
with Mr, Wyllie, who was then only in his tceons ; and to
his surprise the drover found thathe hadliterally no chance
against the precocious boy, 'This discovery suggested ta
bim a way of paying off scores with his old rival., Ac
cordingly, the next time that he was beaten, he said to
his successful antagonist—*Diaughts, man! Why ye
canna play ain! = There’s a wee bit herd laddie of mine
could beat-a dizzen such as’ye!”” This was too much for
the Glasgow player to bear with equanimity, Conse
qiently, & match was speedily arranged. It came off a few
days afterward, with the resuit that the ** wee bit herd
laddie”” won every game, From that moment Wyllie
acquired the name of * the berd laddie,”” and by than
name be is known over the whole of the civilised globe,
Eventually bo becamea professional player,and,having suo
ceeded, some thirty yearsago,io defeating the late Andrew
Anderson, the great authority on draughts playing, he has
since then' proudly retainea the position of , champion
against all comers, Ho went to Awerica some fourteen

ears ago, and remained there about eigliteen monthe,
uring that time he played an euornious number of game
making draughis very popular throughgut {be’ Uni

Rtaina. He visited  America A second time ahant eownw
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‘making draughts very popular throughgut ibe United

Ak E -

‘States, He visited America a second timne abont seves
years ;ago; and he was engaged shortly -before be
left for Australia in  making a  professional ‘tour
through, part of Scotland, in the course .ot
'which’ he played 200 games in Glasgow, of which
‘he won 186, lost four and drew ten. Among his antagonists
on that occasion was Mr, James Reed, the champion blind.
fold player of America, who recently went to England fce
the purpose of playing a match with Mr., W, Strickland,
| of Leeds, for the blindfold championship of the world,
' Mr. Reed met Mr, Wyllie without revealing his identity:
'ana they had a sitting of four games, which resulted in
| 'score of one win each and two draws. Mr, Wyllie lefy
| London for Australia on March 3 last; and, alttough
| Australian draughts players are admittedly among the
' best outside Scotland; he has bhitherto proved more th:p a
“match for all who have tested his powers, At the same
time the unusually large number of drawn games played
by him in Victoria proves the toughness of the contests in
which he has been engaged, e feature of his play
deserves emulation., He never allows himself to
‘become betrayed into rash moves, trusting - to
the inexperience of his opponent for a win. Again, be
never ingists on playing outa position which ought to end
in a draw, and in which a win could only be secured by
some blunder on the part of his opponent for the time
being. His future movements bave not yet beew finally
decided upon, but it is probable that at the end of hig Vic.
torian tour he will visit New. Zealand, coming thence ‘o
Sydney, where we trust he will receive the cordial welcome

27" August, 1887 - Town & Country Journal, Page 456

The following itinerary has been satisfying to assemble from newspaper reports. There may well
be many mistakes due to his movements between cities. And so I call it an interim itinerary. He
was very popular and over 100 references appeared in the press during 14™ April, 1887 to 6"
May, 1891. I apologise for any errors.
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Owned by Dru Leoidsson who bought it in Edinburgh unnamed. It took 25 years to identify
Whyllie. The painting hung in his home in Edinburgh, then Orkney and now The Isle of Wight.

He looks about 60 and the Tam O’Shanter head ware helps as he wore one in Australia with his
plaid at the Caledonian Sports in Melbourne. The badge on his vest would also be a tell-tale
“Wyllie” item as would his silver watch which was stolen in Australia and retrieved. It would be
on the chain. Good of DL to allow the portrait to be enjoyed by all lovers of “The Herd Laddie”.
(Wyllie Checkers Website)lt is a beauty.

14™ April, 1887 to 6™ May, 1891

“JAMES WYLLIE’S AUSTRALIAN& NEW ZEALAND TOUR

There was a good Australian draughts network with Britain and the tour was arranged. As it
lasted for over 4 years it must have had a great impact on the game in Australia and New
Zealand. If any Great World Champion visits, the sport or game benefits. Trove has a very good
newspaper section that brings up all the references to the visit and there are 100 tour references
in the first 18 pages. Some are brief, others are very long and whilst it would be nice to include
the important ones the best that can be done is a summary. The tour will be covered with shorter
descriptions but enthusiasts are encouraged to examine the sources.
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Draughts was big in the 19" century Australia as was James Wyllie (JW) the World Champion
when he came here in 1887 for a leisurely tour. That was the right thing for him as he neared 70.
His wife had passed as had 3 of his 9 children back in Scotland and put up with his absences as
an earlier USA tour (of many) was 4 years long. After all he was a professional and must earn a
living.”

VICTORIAN BASE - April, 1887

He was very popular and there was a crowd to meet him on his arrival on the s.s. Orient line ship
‘Orizaba’ at the Melbourne wharf and the reason for his popularity was his fear of no rival. The
best player to defeat him was the Champion Andrew Anderson but JW was young. He was born
in Edinburgh 8 July 1818 and was a total professional when playing. The prize money was
negotiated and if a match was not played it was rarely his fault. There were 50 players to meet
him at Mather’s café Bourke Street that evening after he had arrived. The Toast by Mr. Gibson to
welcome the Champion was well drunk and a purse of 60 sovereigns was given to him by
Melbourne Draughts Club President Mr. Marshall and a £5 prize was to be played for now. The
firm of Kerr & Halstead had given the money to Chairman C.S. Paterson for the play. Of all the
games played JW lost none! His opponents on Saturday night were James Paterson, Hutcheson,
Fred Brown, Mr. Osmond and Mr H. Gibson. Score +15=5.0n the Monday Mr. Tydeman and
Mr Scott +6=2; on Tuesday A. Ferguson, T. Easton, J. Tydeman, Mr. Stewart and J. Williamson
+20.Further matches were planned with a minimum of 100 games. He was staying at Mayger’s
Imperial Hotel top of Bourke Street for a few weeks.

The invitation came from the Melbourne Draughts Club and his fee was 1/- a game. At the
Caledonian Society’s Sports Day at the MCG he dressed in his Tam O’Shanter with shepherd’s
plaid and met all comers. In New Zealand he played 5013 games and lost only 7 and claimed the
wonderful long walks in the mountains (6 miles out, 6 miles back) helped him play better.

He was still in Melbourne by mid May from a base at Mather’s Cafe Bourke Street and had
hundreds of games after a month. His intention was to extend to at least a year. The photo by
Vandyck of Bourke Street turned into a portrait was on the front page of the Australian Sketcher
17 May 1887. In late May he was at the Caledonian Sports settled in the Pavilion playing against
James Munro, Miss Munro, Messrs J. Patterson, J. Brown, F. Brown, A. Ferguson and T. Easton.
The best player won the St. Louis Lager Beer Trophy and it was probably Patterson who won it
with 1 draw. JW won the rest. In June he was at the Geelong Mechanics Institute and won +17in
the morning and +12 in the evening. He played at Bacchus Marsh in the large room at the Border
Inn and Colac in late July.

His first Victorian Country game was at Kilmore and Barry’s Reef Blackmore (+37=1). Another
was at Sandhurst (Bendigo) where he defeated Alex Graham at the Mechanics Institute. Other
players met were Messrs Casey, Fegan, Wood, Storey, Miller, Markham and Jones. At Bacchus
Marsh in June he played at the Border Inn. He had also played an “exhibition” at Richmond
Town Hall in May against James Paterson the Australian Champion. He won but lost a very fine
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game to JP. James Paterson, the next year, won the Centennial Draughts Tourney at Mather’s
Café 21 Nov 1888. A £50 first prize and a 100 Guinea gold cup. He was an artist by profession
Wyllie was at the Award ceremony. He was at Echuca and Sandhurst in August with scores of
+102 &+123,=5. He would have enjoyed Echuca.

Excellent description of Mather’s Café in the rear article “Random Papers” by Quivis.
NEW ZEALAND - September, 1887

His sea trip to New Zealand on 6™ September was a very rough one and he wasn’t feeling well
on arrival at Invercargill and had to play immediately. Later he defeated William Mcllwrick +3-
1=5 one of the country’s best players. There was a simul at Port Chalmers at which he scored
+65=7. He was in Dunedin later and surprisingly had been invited to NSW and QId in May! One
must conclude the NZ offer was better than NSW & Qld! By 29" October, he had played 347
games in Dunedin losing 2 and his NZ score then was +983=55-3. (See the Dunedin
Testimonial at the rear). His final NZ score was 5,013 games, 209 draws & 7 losses. Some
players he met there were J.P. Bell of Dunedin, R. Boswell of Christchurch as well as MclIlwrick.
His score at Oamaru was 201 (+196,=5) and Sawers Bay 33 (+31=2) He was also at Timaru and
Palmerston. He had a 20 game match with Boswell at Christchurch and was paid £10 for the
week there + expenses. He was in the Province of Canterbury in June playing at country
districts. He played T. Rededale and Mr Hood of Mount Somers scoring +12-1=2. As a guest of
the Christchurch Caledonian Society on 9 May 1888 he received a sum of 15 sovereigns which
included contributions from shepherds who were unable to get in to play him. He did not think
that 40 years ago he would play draughts in New Zealand and there were some splendid players
one of whom from Canterbury could possibly win his title. One young lad of 12 Master Tommy
Quill whose father ran the White Hart Hotel gave him a tough game. His simul in Christchurch
showed his memory was good as the old trick of replacing lost men on the board was tried on
him but failed. Another chap almost defeated with only 1 move left wouldn’t make that move
because he knew he had lost. JW just laughed. One simul played 15 Feb 1888 gave him a score
of +8=4 and a total played of 2183 (2046+,-5,=132) On this day Sir Robert Stout was watching. I
do not know him. James Wyllie was a widower with 6 of his 9 children still alive and a
teetotaler. Most of his Southern Island games were played in the Otago district. He gave a simul
at Mosegiel (near Dunedin) 27 Feb. against 12 players:- Andrew Bringins, John Dryden, Samuel
McKay and James Steel who drew and William Burns, William Carswell, David & Thomas
Mackie, Thomas Neill, William Nicol, David Scott and Thomas Stoddard who lost. Another
simul played on 27" resulted in a score of +10=2 One astounding story was the 400 games ca he
played with a draughts fanatic who had paid him £20 for a match. The Herd Laddie won a vast
majority of the games. He also went to Lumsden, Southland,(1 hours drive from Invercargill)on
the 2™ March for a special engagement and a country tour of 6 weeks at which his total score in
NZ was 2,332 played 2186 won, lost 5 and drew141.At Akaroa on 27" July his total was 4,847
games (4637+,-7,=243) He returned to Australia on 23 August 1888 on the Wairarapa after a 12
month stay. The trip home gave him a bad attack of gout which he blamed to lack of walking on
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the boat. He was to go to the North Island of New Zealand in September “Where” as he said “he
had not played”. Did he get there? No. He sent games to The Leader in July & August, 1888
from Leeston & Amberley in New Zealand and this makes one wonder about his
correspondence. It looks regular and he liked writing. His travel in 19" century New Zealand’s
South Island is mainly on the East Coast. Did he go by boat from Invercargill to Dunedin to
Christchurch? What were the roads like back then? An undated article at the rear named “The
Herd Laddie-An Exciting Contest” described JW’s visit to Christchurch.

He was back in Australia (probably Melbourne)23 August and was then off to Adelaide.

DR A UG HTS
HMRB JAMEE WYLLIE (the " Hord Laddis™,

Chasplon Drnaght Payer of the World, =
MTBII!IHULMIGUEGHHT{)HIEHT DR'A'UEHTS TO HIGHT‘
'l?‘dl Mr. WYLLIE, the Herd Laddie, Champlon
“‘“ ﬂ%m D Duughtlg yor of the wurldmglnjl all comers st the l
";""ﬂ‘“““ ""'-'-"""""“ aad 5 o'cl IAN HALL, Viotoris-square, from 19 ta 2,
i:n EDONLAN ~ BIA-SQUAR Sto b, 88010, Seccond Beries Tickets, 24 8d.; Games,
Tam e "5 AMES HALES, Hon. Seersiary. Bl Admission, 6d ; Games, 15.— E. D’“‘“"““"-ggﬂ-

Ad in the Evening Journal (SA) 9" October, 1888  Ad in Express (SA) 12" October, 1888
ADELAIDE SOUTH AUSTRALIA - October, 1888

His fees at Adelaide were determined by a 20 guinea offer by a group of players at Martin’s
Coffee Rooms in King William Street. They met 12 September and with J. Hanton in the chair,
the group Macdonald, Hogg Sandford, Lester, Taylor and Hales soon settled. Wyllie stayed at his
Melbourne base in September and in early October he travelled to Adelaide for a series of
matches at the Caledonian Societies Hall in Victoria Square. His score at one event was +9=1, 3
unfinished. Players met were W. Smith, J.W. McArthur of the Glanville Club, J. Hogg of
Norwood, P.E. Lester, J. Gardiner, R. Taylor and J. Broad He was to be there a week playing 8
hours per day. Peter Edward Lester was the strongest of the Adelaide draughts players against
Wyllie getting the lost draws. There was a brief stint at Mount Barker 19" October where
expenses were only half the money put up which was £5. The Herd Laddie won all the games.

On October, 17" he resumed matches at the Caledonian Hall in Adelaide. His score was +18=2
& 2 unf. Both Lester & Hogg got the draws and worked hard to get them. They played “The
Single Corner” and “The Paisley”. Messrs Mackintosh & Walker’s unfinished games were “The
Old Fourteenth” . All told 311 games were played with 26 draws. His time ended on 18
October. The Adelaide players wanted him back and he came back in 1891 as he left for England
from there. He sent a letter to P.E. Lester in November 1888:- During my stay in Adelaide I was
handsomely treated by the draughts players of Adelaide and surrounding country. Please tell
Mr. Hogg that the game he won off me was very well played. You yourself played very well. I
have no doubt that the Adelaide Draughts players will win more than one game off me the next
time I visit their city. Yours truly James Wyllie, World Draughts Champion. But that is the
future. On 18" October he played at the Hindmarsh Institute in the Lodgeroom. 20 games and the
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score was +19=1. The draw was got by J. Broad who now had 3 draws in all events against the
Herd Laddie. The 12 year old made a good stand but lost.

BACK IN MEIBOURNE — November, 1888

He was back in Melbourne as a visitor for the Presentation of Prizes at the Centennial Draughts
Tourney held in November 1888 won by James Paterson Champion of Australasia and the £50
prize plus a Gold Cup worth 100 guineas.(See The Australasian 24 Nov. 1888 p.36-great write-
up)Mr Brown was 2™ Mr Gallacher 3. (Paterson or Patterson or two players?)

On the 1* February, 1889 he played 15 at the Brunswick Mechanics Institute for 15 wins.
NEW SOUTH WALLES - 1889

JW went to Sydney and met the Sydney School of Arts players 23/3 scoring +43=6-1 The loss
was to James Drury but JW beat him +2-1-1 (T&CJ 30/3/89)

In Bathurst on April 4™ he met the local players and they were pygmies before Hercules wrote
the reporter. He also wondered why James Wyllie kept his nickname of “The Herd Laddie”
which the reporter considered “childishly absurd”. (Seymour Express 10" May, 1889). He was
there 8 days and Wyllie said they played well. Messrs Joseph and Gressier got draws. The
Highland Society of Bathurst were giving JW a testimonial.

In June, 1889 James Wyllie returned from Tamworth +103+ =1; Caermarthen +166 =2;
Newcastle +175 = 4 .He was returning to Sydney and then Melbourne late June.

One interesting side issue was the theft of the “Herd Laddie’s” silver watch from Mrs Steel’s
home at 68 MacArthur Street Ultimo. The thief, a young man and a horse trainer named
Alexander Drew Ford was arrested by Senior Constable West on 29" October, 1889 and had
previous form. He was committed for trial on various thefts (mostly watches) and had been
‘doing over’ boarding houses. Six pawn tickets were on Ford when arrested. Trial date was
December 5" and poor Ford had a lot of thefts to answer for. The press article was :- “A further
committal resulted from a desire for cleanliness expressed at the house of Mrs Steel of
MacArthur Street Ultimo. On that occasion he washed a watch and 5s belonging to James Wyllie
out of the house and into a pawnshop. On another little matter he was remanded to the Water,
which seems very natural for such a soapy individual as the prisoner”. (Australian Star- 13"
November, 1889.) (I guess that meant the Water Police) (I feel this is our JW but he was in
Melbourne by then.)

He returned to Melbourne in August, 1889
BACK TO MELBOURNE
The Australian 2™ November, says he played at Fitzroy on 31 July. (This is too early as he

returned in August) but whenever it was D. Glashan got a draw. The ‘Express’ of 7" August has
JW playing J. Pirie ‘recently.” The Australian 17/8 has him returning to Melbourne ‘last week’.
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There was a simul with him scoring +89,=7,-2. The Express of 10/8 has ‘Jamie’ (aboriginal) of
Woodlands playing Board 1 for Clare but losing 3+1- to J. Hunter.

The Express 2/9 has JW at Collingwood Draughts Club and 11/9 at Golden Square where JW
lost to George Loudon at Eaglehawk. He also played a ‘local’ who lost. At Melbourne Draughts
Club Aug. 24 he played F. Brown & A. Stewart (draws) but defeated another 8 for a score of
+8=2. On 4/9 he was at Carlton Draughts Club scoring +10=2. One of the draws went to Mr.
Gallacher.

Australasian 26/10 has him at Dr. le Fevres house at Studley Park against a lady visitor —a draw.
The game was played 8/10/89. Did the “Herd Laddie” let the ladies draw as Paul Morphy the
chess champion?

On 9/11 he was at the Melbourne Draughts Club where F. Brown got a draw and Carey defeated
him!

Another Dunedin game against Mr. Hay was given - a draw.

On the 13/11 he played A. Ferguson at Carlton. He was VP of the Carlton Club. It was a 6 game

simul with JW scoring +5=1. Earlier on 9/11 he played at the Melbourne Draughts Club for a
+5=2 score. Some opponents were F. Brown, Fairbridge, James Paterson and S. Gray got draws.
He was also at Eaglehawk playing James Smith (Leader 23/11) later 4/12 Smith got a draw off
him.

There was another NZ game in the Mercury of 5/12/89 a Dunedin game against George Foreman
(draw).

He was at the Carlton Club 18" December for a score of +4=4. The draws went to F. Brown, S.
Grey, J. Gallacher, and in the ‘Colonist’ 28 /12 he lost to James Paterson
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QUEENSLAND - 1890

James Wyllie arrived in July, 1890

6™ July, 1890 JW arrived on the Bulimba. Match to be played at the Metropolitan Hotel in
Edward Street

19" July, 1890 JW playing Robert Mar (a photo was taken of them by A. Lomar & Co of Queen
Street). The match started 8" July at the Metropolitan Hotel in Edward Street with 30 spectators
and started 8 p.m. 3 games were played, Mar winning +1=2

27" July, 1890 - JW at Ipswich Draughts Club. Opponents were W. Bell, F. Boyle, The Brown
brothers, M.J. Deane, W. Gordon, W. Lewis, F.H. Mead, W. Oldhan & R.H. Shirrus. His score
was +9=2, the latter with Bell & Boyle. On the second day the players were stronger by JW still
won:- G.Allen +2, W.Bell +3=1, F.Boyle +1=1, W.Lewis +4, Brown Brothers +2 each, Wm
Oldham +2 & F.H. Mead +2.

9/8/1890 The Queenslander JW played a 43 game simul at Ipswich Draughts Club “Last week”
+41=2. He did intend departing for America “shortly.”

9/8/1890 - Second Match started JW & Mar at A. McNish Fraser’s Auction Mart -Mar +2, JW
+1, drawn 6; 19 to play.

23" August, 1890 - JW defeated Mar +5,-2, 21=
Exhibition Games in July resulted in Mar winning +5, -3,=12

28™ August - JW in Toowoomba at the SOA He played some country men first at 1/- a game and
won them all. On the first day his simul opponents were Boyce, Kinealy, Provan and Stumm.
The latter game should have been won by Stumm but no. He played 5 in a simul James Stirling,
Sinclair Grant, Blaney & Trevathen on 29/8, the next night. On 30/8 Two other players were
Casper (the strongest) and Erbacher. He visited Gympie in early September coming on the
Burwah and played games at the School of Arts. There was a report of a proposed visit to
Nerang in the South Queensland Bulletin of 27/9 to play “the local champion” which would
cause a stir.

4™ QOctober, 1890 - JW played a 10 game simul at the Brisbane Draughts Club 27" September.
He won 9 and lost 1 to F. Passey late of Charters Towers. He and JW played 4 games in all.
Results not known.

BACK TO SYDNEY - JW played John Boyce Champion of NSW on 6" December, 1890.

Two sessions with final score +4-1=1 to JW. He was returning to Melbourne later that month
but was playing all comers at the SOA until then.
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BACK IN MELBOURNE

On the 12" March, 1891 he played at the Hindmarsh Institute Free Chess & Draughts Room at
Fitzroy Public Library Town Hall, Napier Street and it was a 5 game simul against 5 opponents.
He won +4=1 with the draw gained by Mr. Pond. It was JW’s first visit.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA (2" Visit) — April, 1891:- On 4" April he started his campaign at
Martins Rooms King William Street Adelaide facing 18 opponents and 30 games in all. Two
draws to J. Todd Read and T. Symonds.

On 6" April - 32 games, 6 draws .. The draws went to W.J. McArthur (2), P. Gemmell, W.
Smith, A. Barr and P.E. Lester. McArthur was a very strong chess player and problemist as well.
On 7" April - 37 games with draws to C. Cordt, C.W. F. Maschmedt,and Molloy. 8" April 29
games with 3 draws to W. Kerr, O. Higginbotham and C.W.F. Maschmedt. All other games he
won. No losses.

In the SA Advertiser of 18" April is an excellent talk with JW. There is a good sketch of him in
the SA Chronicle on 25" April, 1891. See scans at rear. His final games in Adelaide +36=3
draws to J. Hanton, J. Hogg and T.A. Cook who would remember forever their final games
against the World Champion. He then went to Clare after his final Martin’s Rooms in King
William Street Adelaide which was +35=5. Draws went to F.H. Stevens, W. Maschmedt, R.
Taylor, J. Clark and John Hogg. The Herd Laddie pulled off a “particularly brilliant”
combination in his win over Mr. Hanton. Another session at Martins resulted in draws to T.
Cooke and Mr. Hanton & 35+ to JW.

He visited Clare on Wednesday 29" April, 1891, met 18, including Jimmy the Black Tracker.
Score +19=1. The draw was by Mr. Odgers the National Bank Manager. He enjoyed the trip in
lovely weather and several farmers drove 20 miles to play but had to go home afterwards for
seeding. On Friday 1* May he was at Norwood Club with a score of +15=3. Draws to R. Taylor,
A. Walkely & P. Lester. He thought Mr. Kerr should have won. On Saturday at Port Adelaide
his score was +14=3 with draws to D. Smith, J. Hanton and T.L. Sykes. His SA score was +647-
5=91 and he thought the average ability of the local players was greater than any others south of
the line.

The Hamilton Spectator of 8" August, 1891 gave his total scores for Australia and New Zealand
of 16,000 games+, 14,464 wins, 1,506 draws and 30 losses. This is debatable judging by other
scans. The article below from the Evening Journal 6™ May 1891 is excellent and tells all readers
of the benefits of walking when old. In my opinion he was one of the greatest world champions
in any sport. Perhaps family have his diaries of his trips? Money wise at 1/- a game that’s
16,000 shillings or £800 for 4 years work.
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THE HERD LLADDIE L EAVES FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA

THE DRAUGHTS CHAMPION.

MR. JAMES WYLLIE.
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UNFORTUNATELY HE DID NOT COME BACK. I think it was his form of flattery to
praise opponents more than for their ability. Clearly his top opponents were in Europe and
America. “Reminiscences” of him by ‘J.P.” follow. It has been retyped from the scan. Whilst this
is a professional tour by JW it has real benefits for public draughts and also for his opponents
who were able to have a lifetime memory in playing the world champion. And so the great man
passed on.

Compare this 4 year tour to the very memorable Melbourne City vs Country annual draughts
matches which started in 1892. The wonderful photo included shows the jam-packed room in the
Melbourne Town Hall and is a photo from 1895. The match played 31* August, 1895 has been
found and scanned from the “Weekly Times” It was a quieter age but the social events
afterwards with all the players singing contrasts with current social events which may not have
the talent of yesteryear. Some of the comments made by those present and the players names are
given to complete a picture of a superb annual draughts event which was cited as the best in the

world. It could even be that.

From Melbourne Leader — 1* April, 1899 - p.31
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REMINISCENCES OF JAMES WYLLIE BY J.P.

“In the death of James Wyllie, the famous “Herd Laddie,” the greatest exponent probably of the
scientific game of draughts that has ever lived, Scotland, or rather, I should say, the world, has
lost a veritable hero. For, according to Carlyle, all heroes are made of the same stuff, the
accidental difference between them lying in their different spheres of action. Then, if Carlyle is
right, Mirabeau could have become a poet, and Burns a leader; so James Wyllie, in other
circumstances, and in his degree, might have become a Gladstone, a Carlyle or a Darwin. For
Wyllie was more than a great draughts player. He was an original thinker; the missionary of the
most delightful pastime; the hero of a hundred fights; and beyond compare, the most prominent
and popular personality in the draughts world for the last half century. The renown of the

champion extended beyond the circle of draughts experts, and even of those interested in
draughts, and the name of the “Herd Laddie” was familiar to all as that of a celebrity.

To estimate even inadequately the extent and importance of his many triumphs, or his exact
position in the history of the game, would be a momentous task, and one which I assuredly would
not attempt. But rather, I should like to dwell a little on some sides of his character, and
endeavour to show the man as I personally knew him, in however fragmentary a manner.

At the invitation of the Melbourne Draughts Club, in 1887, Mr. Wyllie visited these shores, and
arrived in Melbourne on the 15" April. I well remember how some of us met the renowned “Herd
Laddie” in the early morning at Hobson’s Bay. My first vivid impression of the veteran was one
of deep respect as I felt sure that he was a man with no deception or trickery about him, yet
giving perfect confidence that he, was the “champion.” He received a most hearty welcome, and
was well feted in the evening at Mather’s café, where he received a purse of sixty sovereigns. Mr.
Wyllie throughly enjoyed his stay in Victoria, being more fortunate to secure a comfortable and
happy home with Mr. and Mrs. Houston. In our early bouts with the champion, most of our
players were vanquished before and by the power of his personality, but after some little time we
made creditable progress. His scores in Victoria were —Games played 1850, of which he won
1760, lost 2 while 88 games were drawn. A wonderful record. It was, however, quite a treat to
meet the veteran, for his play was always fresh and sparkling, full of happy surprised and
brilliant finishes. He had the power of making games “hard” and of enticing even cautious
players from safe and simple lines, into “doubt, hesitation and pain,” and then generally,
disaster. Everyone soon wanted to meet the veteran, so we had tickets printed at 1/- for each
game, which were handed to him before play began. In connection with the tickets I remember
an amusing incident that occurred at the Richmond town hall, before a large and fashionable
audience of well-known members of Parliament, merchants, artists & c., when Wyllie was giving
an exhibition of his play. A rather pompous gentleman, a member of the Legislative Council, 1
believe, took his seat opposite the champion, and made his first move. Whyllie remained quite
still. The gentleman looked at Wyllie, who calmly returned the gaze. The councillor then drew
back a black man, “Who moves first?” Wyllie’s reply in the broadest Scotch, though brief, was
characteristic, “Whar’s your ticket?” Wyllie did not believe in playing for fun, and in
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Melbourne, in the outer draughts circles, “Whar’s your ticket?” became an almosy synonymous
term with draughts. Wyllie’s deafness has been held by some to have been an advantage to him,
as he was then unable to be distracted by any noise, and could give undivided attention to the
game, yet it had also its drawbacks. As a joke, one night, as Wyllie had been demoliching his
opponents with special expediency, hardly a draw having been secured against him, we brought
the landlord’s daughter, who, we said, was an exzcellent draughts player. I stood behind Wyllie
and directed the lady’s moves, and the game was ultimately drawn. The veteran kept looking
round the room, suspecting something, but we were not discovered. When we told Wyllie
afterwards, he remarked, “I thocht she was a gae sticker for a woman.” In reference to Wyllie’s
deafness, and as an example of his caution I may say that he was once advised by a friend at a
busy intersection of streets, to look both ways before crossing. “I always look four ways,”
replied the veteran.

The Herd Laddie” dressed in a Tam O’Shanter and in a shepherd’s tartan plaid was a sight that,
once seen, is not easily forgotten. At the Caledonian Society’s sports, in the Melbourne Cricket
Ground, the “Herd Laddie” in such a costume met all comers, looking the “champion” to
perfection; and in an attendance of 10,000 or 15,000 spectators the chief attraction was, I
believe, the “Herd Laddie” in his shepherd’s plaid and at the draughts board.

As an example of Wyllie’s shrewdness and humour I cannot do better than quote some
characteristic passages from a letter I received from him when he was in New Zealand:- “Before
leaving Great Britain I issued a challenge to the world at draughts for £100 a side, but, having
waited 15 months without a reply, I thought I would not delay my tour to Australia any longer;
and therefore, should anyone in Great Britain and Ireland or America challenge me, they must
wait until I complete my tour, as it cannot be thought that I can go from one part of the world to
another to suit any draughts player; but I shall only be too glad when I return, if challenged, to
accept. I am playing better since I came to New Zealand. I take long walks in every place I go —
six miles there and six miles back every day. My score in New Zealand is -3040 games; out of
that number I have won 2874, lost 5 and 161 were drawn. I have played more than 1000 games
since I lost one. The Barker-Martins match was very poor, not quite up to third class play. Had I
been in Martin’s position when he was a game ahead, not all the players in the world combined
could have got the game back, for I would have brought forth a line of defence that would have
defied them. You must bear in mind that this would only be done in a championship match at a
large stake. If my opponent was no better than Martin or Barker I would be able to go to sleep
and not prepare. However, I will only play for £200 a side.”

Wyllie had little respect for blindfold play, and when someone was enlarging on the wonderful
feats of a certain blindfold celebrity, Wyllie quietly remarked, “He canna play with his eyes
open”. As a coach Wyllie, I think, was without a rival, though he was severe, and would take no
excuses. He coached both Fred. Brown and myself for the Australasian championship, and we
secured first and second places. Brown, I remember, was a game down against a strong
opponent, and there was only one game left to play. Wyllie’s advice, in reply to Fred’s query of
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“What can I do?” was simply “You maun just win” so what could Brown do but win. Equalizing
his scores and then beating his opponent in the play-off.”

Having retyped this article and reading it, the author seems likely to be James Paterson the
Australian champion on occasions. It would be lovely to put some names alongside the identities

in “The Sketcher” drawing next but they are elusive.

.L -..‘él. % 3y

' = il

From The Australasian Sketcher 17" May, 1887

James Wyllie facing. Taken from a scan of the newspaper on TROVE - the wonderful National
Library of Australia tool that allows free reading and scanning.
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DRAUGHTS.

A
DEATH OF JAMEE WYLLIE.

UHAMPION DRAUGHTS PLAYER OF
THE WORLD.

James Wyllle, the * Herd Laddle,” whass
dsath was sanoonnced the other day, wae peér-
baps the best piayer ihai the blstory of
draughts his chronleled. Ths champlonship
was practically his for over fifiy years. Truly
he can be called the bero of & " hundred
battlea.

Jomes Wyllle was born al Piershill Cavalry
‘Harracks, Bdinburgh, on lbe Oth July, 1818
His fsther was u trooper, who afterwards
rose Lo the rank of sergeant-mmjor o the
famous Scots Oreys, and took part In the en-
gagement against 'ﬂlpﬂlﬂn st Waterloa, Hg
began to play draugbts at the age of 14 ba-
causs be considered it a " nlea inlslisctual
game.” Hg developad extraordlpary powers
af the game sud while at Biggar, io Lanark-
sbire, he formed the acquaintance of a Mr.
Porieous, & cattle farmer, who was an ardest
and enthusiastie draughts player. 1:H|
leman was delighted with the youth's abllity
at draughts, apd concelved the Idea
of taking bhim to Bdioburgh o give
the players of that city & ploa-
wan! surprise, 3o It wAs srranged That
Wyllle vhould help Portecus Into the BEdia-
burgh market with bis caitle, apd that ne
sbould be the * Herd Laddle.” While In
Bdlvburgh there took place an encoubter
between Porteous and s Mr. Bertram (who
generally got the best of him) for s sbilling
a EEEmne. After o fow games Porteous, ol
the plea of busioews, arrasged that hin
“ Herd Inddle’’ should confinue the play uu-
tH bis return, Bertrsm, thinking be would
bave a - woft thing," readily consepted, abd
ihe sake: wers doubled. Over slxty
games were played, of which Wyllie soored
fifty-nine wins, his coppobenl ooly .
ally getting a draw. This Is how Wyllis
gsinid the sobriguet of the ' Herd Ladate.™

Brisbane Courier — 15" April, 1899 - p.3
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He likewise won the second in 1l minutes,
but only when, rednced to his last
man, The three other players now plaved
their third games, with the usual result, and
then 1t looked as if Toowoomba was aboat to
scors one win againat the champion ot the
world, Mr, Stamm opened with a Glasgow
Whilter and soon had the old gentleman in
difficulties, For three or four moves Mr Wyllie
deliberated long and anxionsly, giving vent to
the suppregsed whistling sonnd which with
him is tho indieation of hard thought. For a
time it looked as if he wonld not possibly
avert defeat, but at length he found & way of
cscape, and by-and-by an insufficiently con-
sidercd move on the part of M, Stnmm gave
the ndvantage to the veteran, and the end
came in 23 minutes. A fow ontside playars
tackled the champion more for the honour of the
thing than any chance of saecess, and the sit-
ting camo to an end shortly after 10,
Last night Mr, Wyllie's opponeuts were
Measrs, James Stirling, Sinclair, Grant, Blaney
and Trevethan, but none of the games call for
special remark. To-night it will be the tarn
of Mr, Caspor, wlo is accounted our smartost
player, and Mr. Erbacher, to give an acecount
of themselves, anid no doubt all the guarautors
will have a inal slap at the champion,
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Draughts in Toowoomba.

On Thursday last the long awaited wisit
from the * Herd Laddie” became sn necom.
plished fact. In the afterncon several
draughts players, some from the country,
| tackled the old gentlomsn at n shilling a
game, but he put them all through withont
, mueh trouble. In the evening at 7'25 the
troe programme begin, Mr, Buyeo opening
the ball A number, thoagh not a large
number, of gentlemen interssted in draughta
attendad, and some when tired of looking on
weont pliying at oth r tibiles. The exhibition
tonk place in the hall of the sehool of Arts,
which was) conveniently arranged for the

r s
Puhir. Bayee saccumbed in 7 minutes, and the
vory fisst game displayed some of the wiles of
the Wyllic one, notably the faviting way in
which bo entices his opponent into the single
corner and there formsa blockade, In the
secoud game Mr. Boyce clewred after two min-
ntes' experience, and Mr. Kinealy suceceded,
his record being 7 and & minutes raspectively,
and then he sought respite. Mr, Provan
fought more carefully, if not moreakilfally, the
contests being prolonged to 15and 20 minntes,
and then Mr. Stamm stepped into the breach
and the spectators were treated to the first
scient/fic play of the evening—that s,
scientific o3 both sides. At Mr, Stumm’s
request, the Laddie, who had the Llack, opened
with the Glasgow Whilter, and a rapidly
played succcssin  of * book moves "
sosn  brooght wffairs to a crisis, and
the veteran scored & win in 7 minutes,

"

Darling Downs Gazette 30" August, 1890

91



For the gratifiestion of players,
they are muwy, we subjoin poote of the
gomes played =

. GAME XNo. L

Black, ¥r. Wy ‘White, Mar

$—13 £—15 11—18

7. 1= "n.ow bL 6 2
1814 -7 28 2-135
FTR 2.5 2018 16
B—12 18—19 2530 513
oo = 16 = = & 1o

.18 I i LT 15 15
T =3 i1 111 n—15
M.o72 8.9 16 7 18 .2
5—9 1-5 -7 -2
2.3 0. %, 3 w14
10-15 19— 5-9 2531
.10 3:8.30 0.6  Marwon
i No- 8.
Battle of the Champions. Black, Mr_ Mar. White, Mr. Wyllia
(=T ) =8 18 14
Wyllie v. Mar He M nw 4.1
(] - = . - 1
At the Metropolitsn Hotel on Tues’ay, & ey It R En
series of 20 games of drruchts wan kgunrt’- r t:: ';—:1 ,..,_2
tween the veperabls Mre, Jumes Wylle, better 1915 8.9 3w = 2
kmown sa the ** Hr-rd Laddie,” champim of DY Sn &b wmu
the world, gnd Mr Robert Mar, champion of ;™ 18 1418 1.5 s
d. Mr. Wyllis has eoma tc Brisbane e A e T
at the exptnse of the Draughts mn!b' Prosoad - 1013 %1 1319 5
ingewere coumsenecd shortly sfter 8o’ clock, Mr. %18 8- .17 1913
g:- being chosem re’eree, but hillrmﬂ:u in gn HM B8 9
t-muymm-:-r may be 3-7 20.11 -8 B8
stated :4-5:-1: plsyer bas h‘;l. s ::- in the Demwn-
in the first E- was 1he ““hrﬂ.l n%-%
This gams, with Mr. Wyllis as black sud Mr, Black, Mr. Jlie. . Mar.
Maz white, lastsd some time, but finally M. B Tn was 3w
Willis gave in, that thers was ne ~u n._;g g—;a u»_};
Mllluhl.:-l:!:'ﬂ.'hh ::i Thh; -1 W®W 1 mu
second gams, also an '* Edinburgh ™ openio H e on " = o
was played in faster style than the fimt, I!:. B Bk MNE WU
Mar this time belug black and Mr. Wyllia ” s o w4
whits ; but neither of the players could ngx- 1115 3. 9 -3 H.ow
sdvantags over the other, sad it ended in a o
draw. The third gsme, with the * Dufi inee™
opening, Mr. Wyllis bluwck avd Mr iar white,
was played in quicker tims than either of the
t

ll:ﬂu!dmﬁl:n Hote]l Mr Hazdyreted
us referee. The diniog- room was ero wded
with deeply interssted and ss the

ehsmpiua slw decided i* by exclaimirg,
o White wias, be has played weel for it ! 92
s rmand of spplause greeted Mr. Ma- The
soore mow stands: Mr Mar, two wine ; Me,
Wyllie, nil ; drawn three games.



See also The Queenslander 12" July, 1890 at the rear for much more on the championship venue.
There are two more games (4 & 5) also at the rear. As given in The Argus 17" July, 1890 (2
pages in advance). Robert Mar won the event and James Wyllie challenged him for a rematch
which was to take place in early August. Research still ongoing here. It does seem JW reversed

the result. (See SA Advertiser 18.4.1891 at rear)
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6. PERSONALITIES, SCANS, PHOTOS
Andrew Anderson (1799-1861)

Not easy to copy Wyllie Checkers on Anderson as it is too wide on the website. He was a great
player and defeated Wyllie 4 matches out of 5. The match he lost was played just after his wife
had died. He produced a book in 1848 and after retirement became an analyst and coach. He was
a friend of John Drummond another draughts pioneer.

ANDERSON: The First world champion by Norrie Reid

One morning an acquaintance met Anderson dressed in his Sunday garb. “Hellen Andra!
Where awa’ this morning?”

“Man,” said Andrew, “I hae been hearing o’ a chiel in Baillieston who proudly say he was
never beat at draughts, and I want to see what he’s like and try if I canno’ reduce him to the
proportions o’ an ordinary mortal....”

Andrew, in the course of time, reached his destination, found the unconquered Bailiestonian, and
introduced himself, saying that he had heard he was a grand player at the “brod” (draughts
board) and that he had come all the way frae Braidwood to have the honour of a game or twa.

“Ye’ll ken Andrew Anderson do ye?”
“I’m Anderson.”
“Oh! Weel I have never been beat an’ ye canna beat me, because I’ll no play wi” ye.”

No amount of persuasive argument could induce the invincible one to produce the board.
Anderson then proceeded to Coatbridge to holiday with his friend Mr Thomas Mochrie, another
excellent player.”

Above article from “Wyllie’s checkers website”

An old story used in the chess field I think by Blackburne who was asked to play an arrogant
club player who never lost a game of chess. Blackburne asked him to play and the player
surprisingly said yes. Blackburne had the White pieces and made his move. He waited for a time
and as Black hadn’t moved went elsewhere. He came back after a much longer time and Black
still hadn’t moved. Blackburne said “I see why you don’t lose many games” to which Black
replied “Well, I am playing you and I doubt if you will win.” Blackburne agreed. The draughts
story probably has precedence.
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Biography of Robert Stewart (1873-1941) by Norrie Reid
(From Wyllie’s Checkers website)

“Robert Stewart was born in Kelty, Fife, Scotland, on the 31* August, 1873, a mere two hundred
yards from the Bridge House, Blairadam, where he was to live most of his life. His father was an
enthusiastic lover of draughts and introduced his son to the game. Robert joined the Kelty
Draughts Club in 1886, quickly becoming an extremely strong player. By the early 1890°s he
had reached a level of excellence which allowed him to defeat Richard Jordan in 1893.

Stewart won the Scottish Ch’ship in 1894, 1895, 1900, 1901 and 1902 — a remarkable
achievement considering the quality of the opposition at the time. Facing such formidable
opponents was Richard Jordan, James Ferrie, Henderson, Buchanan, Searight, Freedman and
others, He achieved the outstanding score of 35-8-129. Moreover, in the three England v
Scotland matches his figures were 5-0-26, and in the Britain v USA match of 1905 he recorded a
fine 7-0-32. From 1901 Stewart went 21 years without the loss of one game in public. That lost
game came in the 1922 victory over the American Champion Newell Banks (2-1-37) which
secured him the World Ch’ship in a match played in the City Halls, Glasgow for £500 in prize
money. Given that he had effectively retired from match play in 1905 and would consequently be
short of practice (unlike Banks!) this result was truly an outstanding one. On his return to Kelty
he was to be feted with bands playing and crowds cheering. However Robert was a very reserved
man and left the train at the station before Kelty and then walked home to avoid the crowds.

Other local accounts of the man confirm him as slightly eccentric (normal for a genius?) He
could, for example, pass a close member of his family in the middle of a country lane without a
word, he would spend much time wandering through Blairadam estate with his pocket draughts
set (now in my possession) thinking, maybe, of his latest “cook” an expression used for a
previously unknown “killer” move.

As well as his championship successes, Stewart established a prodigious record in exhibitions
and demonstrations. For example as a “blindfold” player (i.e. without sight of the board) he was
outstanding as the figures for his last three displays indicate:- Cowden Beith in 1904 (14-0-0-),
Peebles in 1905 (12-0-3) and Carlisle in 1905 (19-0-6).

This man was capable of much more! Similarly as a simultaneous performer, his record defies
comment:-1101-0-182. After the 1922 match he played no other (shades of Bobby Fischer). The
Americans attempted to arrange another World Title Match and claimed that Stewart would not
play. Stewart always totally denies this; in fact he claimed that he had “On four
occasions....accepted proposals to cross the Atlantic. On each occasion, the matter fizzled out
because America could not raise the money....” Where the truth lay is now hard to pinpoint- the
unhappy effect was that Stewart really retired in 1922. He was scheduled to play Sam Levy of
England in 1937 but resigned it due to ill health.
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Robert Stewart died in 1941 and is buried in Kirk O’Beith cemetery close to his home in Fife.”
Addendum by Norrie Stewart

“So keen were the American challengers to recover the World’s Title that in 1934 the Scottish
giant was offered a match in America for stakes comprising £300 for a win, lose or draw and
£200 expenses. Though a flue victim at the time and unable to accept the invitation, Mr. Stewart
had his own opinions about a challenge match on the other side of the Atlantic. Eventually in
1937 he decided to retire from the arena in which he had thrilled thousands of admirers and
announced “I am now the retired, undefeated, world’s draughts champion”. It was with obvious
grief that Mr. Stewart made the decision for he had held the title for 15 and a half years. To the
Kelty genius who had never known defeat his exit was particularly unfortunate as the step had to
be taken practically on the eve of a World’s Ch’ship match for £200 a side with Samuel Levy,
Manchester.”

(Sad that Stewart by passed the victory cemetery. Refusing a match after age 49 is hardly a crime. Reid’s
reference to Bobby Fischer at age 32 in 1975 refusing to play Anatoly Karpov doesn’t really compare to
Stewart. He was getting on. Draughts is as lively as chess off the board’! I don’t think he came to
Australia. BM)

This led to finding the Wyllie Checkers fantastic historical website featuring all the great players
back to the first champion Anderson. It sometimes doesn’t come up and the word ‘insecure’
comes up. These biographies are not able to be copied and I rather liked Stewart’s, so hand wrote
it out and then typed it into these files. It could be said that this affection for the long dead
checkers/draughts players is on a par with the deceased chess players who usually end up with a
book or two as well. But from my research so far these champions are much loved, especially
James Wyllie and there is far more detail about him that anyone else.

The following is from Chess Book Chats website by Michael Clapham and in the issue 7"
December, 2016. It reads and looks well and Branch would appreciate it if he was still around. I
bought many volumes of The Chess Amateur in 1967 from Baruch Wood’s rare book auctions
and soon fell in love with Branch in the various contribution to CA columns. The Cheltenham
columns would be great to see published one day. Must try and get “The History of Checkers” as
reprinted by the late Ken Whyld. Would be nice to have one of his photographs too. A clever
man.
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William Shelley Branch and Pruen's chess book

W. 5. Branch (1854 - 1933) was the evergreen chess columnist in Cheltenham
newspapers for over 40 years from 1890 to 1933. He conducted the chess
column in The Cheltenham Examiner from 1890 te 1913 and then in the
Cheltenham Chronicle from 1914 up to his death in January 1933. Branch's
chess columns reflected his special interest in the history and literature of the
game and, having recently leafed through some of these newspapers, I can
report on some matters of interest to chess bibliophiles.

Chess Book Chats website by Michael Clapham
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William Shelley Branch was born in Hastings in 1854 (Shelley was his mother's
maiden name). He was a professional photographer in the 1870's and 1880's in
Lewes, Sussex and continued this profession when he moved with his family to
Cheltenham in 1888, although he appears to have given up photography for
journalism in the mid 1890's. Branch was one of those indispensable, but often
under appreciated, chess organisers. He helped to form chess clubs in Brighton
and Lewes and re-established the Cheltenham chess club scon after his arrival
in the town.

W. S. Branch took over the reins of the chess column in The Cheltenham
Examiner in Movember 1890 when Isidor Gunsberg, the previous incumbent,
sailed to Mew York for his World Championship match with Steinitz. The columns
initially consisted of local reports, a game and a problem, but these eventually
expanded to include anecdotes and biographical information about chess
personalities.

Later articles would often cover two or three full columns of the broadsheet
newspaper and commencad with a chess related poem followed by a problem or
two, (occasionally one of Branch's own creations), local news and results,
answers to correspondents and a game. Chess intelligence from other papers
and periodicals, including American publications, also frequently appeared.
Branch was in his element in answering questions from correspondents of a
historical nature, and would often reply at great length to get to the root of the
matter.

W. 5. Branch was a highly respected historian at the time; John Keeble declared
that he had a greater knowledge of chess history than any other man, with the
exception of H. ). R. Murray, in his obituary in The British Chess Magazine in
March 1933. Branch contributed a detailed history of chess in a series of
eighteen articles to The British Chess Magazine in 1899 and 1900 entitled A
sketch of chess history before the second revolution. This covered the history of
chess from its origins in the sixth century up to around 1475.

Branch was also a draughts expert and wrote a series of articles entitled The
History of Checkers for the Pittsburg Leader in 1911 and 1912. These were
reprinted in pamphlet form in a limited edition of 40 copies by Ken Whyld in
20023.
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The Cheltenham Examiner column for 29th August 1906 included a note fo
correspondent 1. Keeble regarding An Introduction to the History and Study of
Chess, by an Amateur, published in Cheltenham in 1804,

Chess Book Chats website by Michael Clapham
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I bought No0.30 in August, 2021. Ken was a good chess friend and we called and stayed a night
with him in Caistor in 1990. Norma cooked tea, I washed up, and Ken talked. Great night.

MORE ON WILILIAM SHEILLEY BRANCH

Michael Clapham put a fine biography of the above in his website Chess Chats which has been
copied above. Here is the remainder from BCM p.188, 1899:-

“Mr. Wm. Shelley Branch, the secretary of the Cheltenham C.C. from its formation in 1889, was
born at Hastings in 1854. Leaving that famous chess centre at an early age, and long before it
was famous, he resided for ten years at Brighton. In those days there was no regular chess club
in that large town, though there was something in the way of a remnant of one that had formerly
met at one of the best hotels on the sea-front, and of which Captain Kennedy-author of ‘Waifs
and Strays of the Chess Board’- ha been a member. Also, Mr. W.S. Branch attempted to start a
little club at a coffee tavern, and remembers now with amusement the account which appeared of
this organization in the ‘City of London Chess Magazine’. But in 1873 interest in chess in
Brighton was increased by a rumour that at the newly-opened Free Library one could play for
nothing all day and every day (except Sundays). This proved correct. One of the town council —
Mr. Booth- had given some large sets of men and boards, and had obtained permission for the
establishment of a permanent and free chess room, intended chiefly for the use of visitors. There
are very few chess resorts in this country. Thousands of players much have passed through that
“corporation chess room,” and Mr. Branch there met in the seventies, some of the players who
have made Sussex a strong chess county since, and occasionally some well known Metropolitan
players.

How far a free and public chess room benefits the cause of club chess, or the reverse, is a moot
point. But about the time Mr. Branch ceased to reside in Brighton, a good club was established
there — chiefly, he believes, by Mr. H.W. Butler. At the smaller, but anciently more important,
neighbouring town of Lewes, Mr. Branch and others shortly afterwards established a good club,
which in time won the “McArthur Cup” of the Sussex C.A., and which once beat Hastings! The
Lewes Cup continues, but Mr. Branch had to leave it at the close of 1888 for Cheltenham, in
which town he took with him a club testimonial from Lewes.

Finding Cheltenham to be clubless, he set to work, and getting hold of the borough member,
mayor, & c., and pointing out what a discreditable position the town was in, and urging the same
in the local press, he had the satisfaction of seeing a chess club established, with eighty-nine
members, before the end of 1889. In 1890, Mr. Branch found to his surprise that he had won the
Cheltenham Cup, and again in 1896. From the autumn of 1890 he has been the chess editor of
the ‘Cheltenham Examiner’, and his name has been seen occasionally in other columns as that of
a problemist. He has given considerable study to the historical side of chess, and of some other
things. But he has now arrived at an age when he knows that he will never conspicuously shine
outside his own little Baliewick as a player, problemist, or historian. He simply looks upon
himself as one of a large number whom circumstances have permitted to be of use in spreading a
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knowledge of the king of games — his own favourite recreation since the age of 12, with the
doubtful exception, for a period, of the work and play involved in artillery volunteering. Of this
he had seven years, becoming a corporal. Mr. Branch, for many years in business as a
photographer and picture dealer, and unmarried, contents himself now with literary and chess
work.

On Wednesday, April 12", the members of the Cheltenham Chess Club gave expression to their
high appreciation of the services which Mr. Branch has rendered to the club during his ten
years’ secretariat, by presenting him with a testimonial consisting of a beautifully illuminated
address, a fine set of chessmen and board, two books, a crystal inkstand, and a purse of gold. In
making this presentation, Mr. T. Whittard, vice-president of the Cheltenham Club, remarked that
the members were indebted to Mr. Branch for his literary and editorial labours in connection
with chess. We endorse Mr. Whittard’s remarks, and have much pleasure in publishing in the
present issue the first article of a series which Mr. Branch will contribute to the B.C.M. at our
special request.”

The articles continued until October, 1900 having started in May, 1899 and are usually 3 or 4
pages in length. They required much research and assistance from other chess devotees such as
H.J.R. Murray and are written in a clear language without complication. He later wrote a series
in the Pittsburgh Gazette which were republished by Ken Whyld in 2003 in his Christmas Series
issues. I don’t have that but will try and get it as the series is about draughts history. This is a
very rich period for enthusiasts interested in the history of chess, draughts and chess problems
and other authors produced articles for BCM. This series was called “A Sketch of Chess History
before the Second Revolution’. It may be worthwhile scanning these for posterity. It would also
be nice to have a professional photograph by Branch.

BUBBEX. [rosT ovrce

PHOTOGEAPHARS,

Bake? Edwin [saae, Hailsham
Balbirnielaml. K.33 Western rd. Brightn
Bayfield Thos. Chas. North st. Hors
Bertin Iﬁ,ﬂgjgﬂhﬁ‘;&md,ﬂﬁﬂmn
Blagrove i streot Wes
BlomfieldJobn,44{ Robertson st.litstings
Boning& Small, 10 Verulam pl.St.Lnrd’s
Boucher Albert, 15 King’s rd. Brighton
Braach Wm. Shellev, 48 Hizh st, Lewes
Backnell Aldred H. North st. Midhurst
Cassinello Georye, 44 Ship st. Brightoa
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Above - From Kelly’s 1878 Post Office Directory of Sussex (Google) W.S.Branch 3™ from
bottom.

Phone calls come from everywhere. Some get help like Robyn Sanderson asking about her
grand-father William Sanderson (1852-1941). A blacksmith at Gympie. Robyn thought him a
strong chess player with a chess friendship to the future Prime Minister Andrew Fisher. That
was 2001 and I discovered more on Fisher including his railway chess with the Postmaster
General, Josiah Thomas, on the way to and from Parliament in Melbourne. Fisher was also a
member of the Gympie Chess Club ca 1895. I had seen the Sanderson name but where?? Robyn
liked what had been found but it was small beer as there was no link to Fisher and no chess
playing by her gf. Fisher was 10 years younger (1862-1928) and could they really be friends or
even acquaintances? In late 2006 doing research for Greg Wilson on Newcastle chess in The
Austral, there he was- Sanderson! Not a chess player but a very very strong draughts player.
Here is his Austral letter in the 25" January, 1928 issue:-

Austral - 25" January, 1928

“A WORD TO THE WISE IN CHESS AND DRAUGHTS

To the Editor)

Sir,

I see the proprietors of our bright little ‘Austral’ are contemplating a change. Well, I don’t
wonder at it. I have always thought it far too cheap. I would not grudge paying twice as much.
The Australian people don’t know what they are missing if they let this paper fail.

I am an old man now, 75 last 8" June, and I have been a student of the Draughts’ game for some
forty years. It has been, and still is, my principal solace and amusement after a hard day’s work.
I am a smith, and if I have till the 8" of next June I will have been at the anvil 62 years, and am
still going strong.

I played with the Herd Laddie in Gympie in 93, and the late R.Mar, Champion of Australia was
a personal friend. For years we did not miss many nights without having a battle across the
dambrod (draughtsboard)

I’m not a Scotsman, but very near it. [ was born within sight of the bonny hills of Scotland. I left
there and came to Queensland in ’77. I was then 25, and if I live another three years from today
I have been in Australia 50 years; and between you and me, it’s the best country in the world.

I was home for a trip two years ago and my old friends could not believe it was me. I could walk
rings around far younger men. They couldn’t understand it. So I told them to drink and gamble
less and study Draughts.

Kind Regards-

Yours Faithfully

W.Sanderson.”

A great letter and the end of the story. I wasn’t up to speed with draughts history. Robyn’s uncles
said WS wrote under the pseudonym of ‘Saxon’ in the Brisbane Courier draughts column. There
were some by ‘Saxon’ in The Austral, No.111 for example (1928) The ‘Herd Laddie ¢ was James
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Wyllie the World Champion many times. I recall battles royal between him and Mar. Quite a

coup for Sanderson to play one of the strongest players in the world and no shame to lose (See
next page)

Maitland Weekly Mercury (NSW : 1894 - 1931), Saturday 17" April, 1897, page 6

THE AGE OF DEAUGHTS,

Me. Addams-Willinms traccs  the history of
draughts back to the deye—1,600 ».c.,—of Queen
Hnatusn or Hat-Shepsu, daughter of Thothmes'L,
and herself ruler of Egypt for s long time. Bome
of ber deanghtemen and part of her dranghta-board-
wera discovernd aboub nine years mgo, and wera
deacribad in Tha Timas, From !Enrn the gonmo
wab taken to Asis Miner, and from thenea to Grovos
evontualy vreachiog Italy, whers, as in Egypt, it
v probably played on a board of 144 squares. My,
Addoame Wil gpeaka of ciees a0 having been

introduced into Europs in the 8th century; and he
surmises that the gnme of drunghts was subgaguent-
Iy played on a chesa-bonrd with o smaller number
of equares and of men. He given 1647 ns tho date
of the earliest-koown work on modern dennghts,
sud namsz Bpain Bs the counbry in which it was
published. The earliest French work ia assigned to
1668; and tho coming into vopne of the Polish
gome to 1787 —nonio 60 yenrs later, Mr. Addams-
Willinme nlso mantions that it was not till 1820
that gamos began to have names—sdding that tha
use of theas nemes appeara to bave been chiefly
cosfined to Scotland and the North of England.
He aloo gives the list of the pricipal treatises on
deoughts that have been published jo Great Britain
ginen 1760—the dateof Payne's fiiet edition ; andhbe
thus bringe to & conolusion n bricf historical ekatoh
the compilation and srrangement of which must

bavaoccopled n good desl of tima and involved a
eonsideroble amount of labour.

GAME,
"Tae Docror Revirspo,"

Black, Mr. B. Mnur; Waoite, Mr. W. Sandarson,
10—14 | 0—=14 | 12—10 | 183—17
22..18 | 29...25 | 32...27 | 24...10
12=16 | =9 |[11-18| 1— G
24...20 | 81..26 | 22...15 | 20...16
1618 | 6—=10| 7-i1 2 ¥
28...16 | 18...16 | 57...24 | 16...12
14—23al 10—10 | 11—18 | 7—11
26...19 | 27..24 | 24,15

B8-12 | 4—8 H—13
26...22 | 24...15 | 28...24
And Mr. Mar won,

Nore.—(a) The name * The Doctor Beversod” ia
batter both than tho * Whits Doctor,” given to the
opening by some players, and the * Blagk Doetor,”
by which it in koown to othera.

The part of Hat-Shepsut’s draughts board was fairly minor, and Falkener (p.30) wrote on that in
his book.
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Now we have to find articles by Mr. Addams-Williams. The game by Robert Mar and William
Sanderson is a find, as some years ago I did some research for a descendant of William
Sanderson who wrote a letter to “The Austral’. (See prior page) I think the game was played in
Brisbane or Gympie as Sanderson was a Queenslander.

National
champions .
Australian and Austral-
aslan national champions
during the past 68 years,
and the places where the
tourneys were played, have
been:— New Zealand, 1885, |
J. Little, Victoria, 1888, J.|
Paterson, NZ: 1890, W.l
warnock. Queensland, 1891, |
R. Mar, in match with
Warnock. Queensland, |
1908, J. Boreham. NZ,'
1911, W. Penman. New!
South Wales, 1913, H, Egan. |
Vie,, 1815, G. Cottrill. West |
Australia, 1917, R. Holmes, |
ueensland, 1820, H. Egan.
SW. 1922, H. Egan. Vic,
1924, H. Egan, South Aus-
tralia, 1626 H. Egan.
Launceston, 19217, J. Boyles.
Queensland, 1929, W, Pen-
man. Vie., 1832 J. Boyles,
Vie., 1934, J. Boyles. Hob-
art, 1937, J. Boyles. NSW,
1938, J. Boyless NSW,|
*1048, R. E. Chamherlam,l
ueensland 1950, L. Fell
: 1!5'.. 1952, R. E. Chamber-
aln,
*First post-war tourney.
*

=RFE - 1

Weekly Times 13" May, 1953

Here is a list of the champions of yesteryear. Even to a draughts history tyro like myself the
name Hugh Egan stands out. And then amazingly there is the 1952 winner Lloyd Fell whom I
saw many times in the chess scene. He became a champion in that field too. One has regrets and
I really should have talked with him about early chess and draughts. He is gone now. Hugh Egan
has a great Australian draughts history. And his advice to Beginners is below and came from
the Melbourne Weekly Times. It is interesting to read of the “restricted” opening play. Not so in
chess.
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The Argus 26™ April, 1922

Mr Egan’s — Draught’s Champion

“Sydney — Tuesday — The first prize and championship of Australia has been won for the third
time by Hugh T. Egan of Melbourne. Ernest D. Smith, Sydney won the second prize of £10, and
N. Rickard (Sydney) third prize of £5. In the loser’s, final round Smith defeated Rickard by two
wins and 4 drawn games. This entitles Smith to play Egan in the final round. In the first series
of 4 games, Smith scored with the white side of a 9 — 13, 23-12 opening. The other three games
being drawn put each player on an equality. In the second series two draws resulted from a 12-
16, 22-18 opening, but with the white side of a 10-14, 22-18 opening Egan won somewhat easily,
and the 4™ game being drawn he was declared the winner of the first prize of £20 and
Championship of Australia. =~ Mr McLachlan M. Shaw, (President of the Australian Draughts
Association) presented the prizes.”

Warrnambool Standard — 23" November, 1917

“A DRAUGHTS CHAMPION

Mr Hugh Egan, who has held the position of draughts champion of Australasia and Victoria,
intended visiting Warrnambool next Saturday, to play a simultaneous draughts match against all
the district players, but owing to the death of his mother on Tuesday last, he has had to postpone
his visit until Saturday week, 1% December.”

“ADVICE FOR BEGINNERS BY HUGH EGAN

(In Melbourne Weekly Times)

“At the beginning of a game, it is better to play your pieces towards the centre of the board in
the form of a pyramid, than to play into the side square, because a piece at the side can move
only in one direction, and consequently loses half its power. This seems logical, and the
“pyramid idea” is regarded as gospel by the compilers of some handbooks on indoor games in
which draughts receives somewhat indifferent-in fact, harmful treatment. Architecture in
draughts, however, fails to stimulate the practical player’s imagination. Certainly he finds some
strength and beauty in exposed rows, and more particularly in diagonal lines, but he has no taste
for “pyramid building”. When confronted with play of this kind, he at once sets to work to lay his
hidden “mine” in an effort to shatter the structure to his own advantage. It is with the “pyramid
builder” that the expert player has vast opportunities for those “pyrotechnical displays,” those
shots and strokes, which so astonish the newcomer. “Don’t play to the side” has no force with
the expert exponent of the game. The power of the point that “ A piece at the side can move only
in one direction,” is not felt by him simply because he is unable to ignore that other more vital
fact, that the piece at the side is not exposed, and consequently loses all danger of capture whilst
“marking time” as a side issue.

No, present-day experts (nor past never had for that matter) have no faith in this ancient axiom.
They play what they think is the best move under the circumstances, whether it be to the side, to
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the middle, or even the sacrifice of a piece or two — at which the latter phase of the game they
are, of course, quite adept — and the newcomer would do well to follow their example. The
novice should, however, examine each position carefully, and move always with an object in
view, even if it is only an immediate threat, of giving “1 for 2,” or “2 for 3”. 11--15, regarded by
players as the best starting point of a game, received the most attention from 19" century
authors. Many players developed into “two game” players, playing 11-15 with Black, and
always adhering to one particular opening with White — such as the “Single Corner” 22-18 in
reply to 11-15, or “Ayrshire Lassie,” 24-20 in reply to 11-15. This naturally led to some method
for broadening the scope of play, and the “two-move restriction” was brought into force in
1901. “Broadenedby restriction” is not a contradiction, as each player is forced to choose a
starting move by ballot. There are seven first moves for the Black pieces, with seven replies for
White — making 49 openings in all with the opening moves decided by the two-move ballot.
Actually, 43 openings, were used, however, because 9-14, 21-17 and 10-14, 21-17 were rejected
entirely, while 9-14, 23-18 and 10-14, 23-18 became known as “barred” openings, and were not
in general use. This made the two-move restriction as used for 35 years in British and American
tournaments. The two-move restriction is likely to be supplanted for modern play by the United
States three-move restriction, which makes 137 openings, bringing 9-14, 23-18, and 10-14, 23-
18, again into active use.”
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A HISTORY OF DRAUGHTS

Checkers or draughts is the name of several different board games. All of these games are similar. In
every kind of checkers, the other player's pieces can be taken by being “jumped” over. "Checkers” is
the American name. In British English, and in varicus other English-speaking nations, these games are
called “Draughts”.

Though most people do not know it, the game we know today as Draughts has a long and storied
history. From ancient Egypt to your own living room, Draughts has remained a popular pastime for

most of recorded history.

Draughts, as we know it, probably began as a game called Alguerque, or Quirkat. Alquergue boards
and pieces have been found in archeclogical digs dating as far back as 600 BCE, and images of
Alquergue have been found carved into temple walls dating as far back as 1400 BCE. It was played
throughout the Middle East and the Mediterranean basin. It was enjoyed by the Ancient Egyptians,
mentioned by both Plato and Homer, and even made its way into India.

While we do not know exactly how the ancients played Alguerque, what we do know about the game
strongly resembles modern Draughts. Like Draughts, Alguerque features round, flat pieces divided
into light and dark colors, the capture of opponent pieces, and a grid-based board. Unlike Draughts,
an Alguergue board is only a 5x5 grid and sports intersecting diagonal lines; and in Alguerque, there

are only 10 pieces per side, moving along the intersections of lines instead of within squares.

Social decline: late 19th c.

' Civilisations rise, shine and sink awayv. In ancient Greece poets dedicated
'lines to draughts. in ancient Rome it was plaved by one of the most
'reputable citizens, onlv two centuries ago it was a gentlemen’s pastime.
About 1900 chess outstripped draughts, so0 much so that draughts socially
slid down. In Germany and Belgium draughts lost its status of gentlemen’s
game and was grouped as a children’s amusement; in Spain and England it
almost vanished. In France and the Netherlands it lost ground but survived,
 though it 13 now considered as rather simple, a game college people should
| better not play; chess, a game of unfathomable depth, 1s more appropriate
for them.

The books tell us that draughts is a voung game, owes its promotion to

chess and was always played in the shadow of chess. Contemporary

inquiries lead to an entirely other view. In the social climate of today,

however, 1t 1s psvchologically difficult, if not impossible, to accept this as
" historical truth.

Not sure who this is written by. Did draughts really slide down socially post 19007?

Cairns Post (QId. : 1909 - 1954), Wednesday 22" August, 1934, page 5
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“The Literature of Draughts.

When Mr. A. E. Sargison, of Hobart, a leading player in Tasmania, a few weeks ago purchased
the draughts' library of more than 300 books of the late W. M. Mills (Dulwich Hill, New South
Wales), few people realised that there were so many books published about the game, writes "F"
in "The Age." Even fewer know that the draughts has a literature dating back to the 16th century.
The first books on draughts were published in 1547, 1590, 1591, 1597 and 1610. The first
outstanding work was published by Canalejas in 1650, and was followed by Pierre Mallet
(France) in 1668, Garces (Madrid) 1684, Carina Rica 1700-59-98 and 1819, with Reverd 1819.
The earliest work "still in existence, however, is Montero's "Librodei Juego de. Las Damas."

Although adaptable, these are real anterior foreign, examples; but closely conform to the
English game; while the old French game (the ancient game), represented by -Mallet and
Quercetano, is; true draughts. .In London, 1694Dr: Thomas Hyde, Professor of Arabic in the
Oxford University, published a draughts' treatise in Latin, which was translated by Dr. T. J.
Brown in the "English Draught Player" in the eighties. The literature of English draughts,
however, actually begins with Payne, 1756, the dedication notice and preface to which were
written by Dr. Samuel Johnson, the lexicographer. Payne, who was a teacher of mathematics,
had several reprints, and his little work supplied all needs until the famous Sturges Guides.
1800,1808. "Payne," said Call, "laid the foundation on which Sturges built so admirable a
structure, that Sturges has. been called the father of English draughts."

Sturges was standard for more than 30 years, giving place to "the Scottish school from 1832,
and then Walker's Sturges was published in 1835: There is one copy of Walker's Sturges in
Melbourne, and in 1930 a copy of the original Sturges was sold at Chris-ties, in London, for £6.
"They are pocket size, and were first published at 4/6.”

From Sinclair (1832), Drummond and Hay (1838) and Anderson (1852) until the present day,
the publication of draughts books has continued with unfailing regularity-text books, individual
match and tournament games books, magazines, periodicals, and works on ' problems,. etc.

Although Pearce (1815) had published "an improved system for playing the polite and scientific
game of draughts or checkers," the Americans entered the field in 1863 with the A.D.P., by
Spayth, of Buffalo; and in 1881 Henry D. Lyman, former second assistant Postmaster-General of
the United States," and later president of» the American Surety Co., Broad-way, published his
wonderful problem book, "Lyman's Problems" is a massive work\ with 1022 problems in 420
pages, 'and measures 10 inches by 8 inches. . There is one copy in Melbourne,, and perhaps four
copies in Australia.- It is- now valued at £4/10/-; but-it was: exceeded. in length by Stearns's
Draughts Marvel, Manchester,; U.SA- 1909, and Horsfalls Problems, 'England; 1909. Mr.
Lyman died on. February 27, 192?77

So numerous are the published works on the game of draughts that it would be very difficult to
estimate anything like the exact number. William Timothy Call (New York) attempted it in his
"Literature of Checkers," 1908: but that was 25 years ago. When Call quoted 250 authors, and
there has been a host of works published since then, with many reprints and later editions. Lees
Guide London, 1892, has, for instance, had 16 editions. This little "evergreen" is to-day. A
standard text book "for beginners, Rear's "Encyclopaedia," in seven volumes, three editions and
two supplements, and Tescheleit's "Master Play, of the Draught Board," six volumes
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(incomplete), are the leading British works to-day. Outstanding in a wealth of modern literature
are the various American tournament books, handsome volumes-published at from 15/- to 12/6
each.?? Also the American editions of all the games played in the two Great Britainv. American
team matches-Boston, 1905, and New York, 1927.

There is no perfect library of books on the game. The Sargison library, of 380 volumes, from an
original Sturges (1800) to the present day, is now the finest in Australia, with a number of other
good collections in other States. The Mills library originally contained more than 300 books.
Probably, prior to sale, the largest in Australia, but small in comparison to the famous
collections, to mention only one-of the late Henry Hutzler, Ohio, U.S.A., and still retained by his
son, Julius E. Hutzler. A Tasmanian paper last year stated that 440 volumes are in the Hutzler
permanent collection. If that is correct then it has been greatly reduced, because in the
"Draughts World" for July, 1904, the late Mr. Hutzler stated he then had 750 volumes in his
collection, in nine languages, including a collection of all the rare Spanish works; while Call
states that, minus only one book (Pearce), the Hutzler library contained a copy of every book
published on the game. The Hutzler collection was the result of the search and sifting of a
genuine bibliophile for nearly 40 years. It was the finest collection in the world. Many draughts
books were published after Mr. Hutzler's article appeared, and he collected until he died a few
years ago. The library is still retained by his family, quite distinct from the stock in the Hutzler
bookselling business. .

Draughts as a feature has also had an extensive press, beginning with the Liverpool
"Kaleidoscope," 1821, and New York "Clipper," 1855; but prior to the advent of any literature
on the game, draughts was mentioned by a Moorish writer (1200), a French poet (1240) and
Chaucer in 1369.”

(The above great article appeared in The Age Melbourne and is the “corrected text” on the LHS of the
Trove paper Cairns Times 22™ August, 1934. Many further corrections have been made and the
following is helpful. Thank you Anthony.)
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Our response to your Question RT55397 is:

Dear Bob,
Thank you for your enguiry.
Unfortunately we no longer hold this collection.

| have done some extensive searching of Trove, and | believe that the majority of it now seems to be held at the
State Llbrary of Victoria.

To see what they hold, go to the State Library of Victoria here. Next type Sargison Draughts Coilection in the search
box at the top of the page.

As to any background on AE Sargison that is not as easy to find. His full name was Albert Edward Sargison, and it is
likely that this is his birth registration:

https:/fstors tas gov.au/MNI/387810

It is impossible to confirm this absolutely without other corroborating evidence, but it is the only Albert Edward
Sargison that | have found in this time period. Similarly | have found a death notice in the Tasmanian Mercury on
March 16th 1970 which matches up with the date of birth above. | had hoped for an obituary or similar that mentions
draughts, but unfortunately this was not the case. The article reads:

Sargison, Albert Edward. - On March 14, 1970. beloved husband of the late Jean Kiritea Sargison ioved father of
Garth and Ross, loved brother of Harold, and loving grandfather of all his grandchildren, aged 77 years. Funeral
private. No condolences piease.

According to the Millington's Cemetery Record Search_here he was cremated at New Town on the 17th of March
1970.

For more background | would search for information on the Newspapers section of Trove here. The search terms
that | found gave good overall results were:

Sargison draughts

and if you want it specifically about the book collection just add the word library.
| wish you success with your ebook,

Kind regards

Anthony Black | Librarian

State Library and Archive Service | Libraries Tasmania

91 Murray Street, Hobart, Tasmania |
(03) 6165 5538 | www.libraries.tas.gov.au
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The following article is from Wickipedia

“Robert Martins (from Wickipedia the free encyclopedia

Robert Martins (born in Penryn, Cornwall on 26 February, 1822, died 1904, was a British
draughts player who was World Checkers Champion from 1859 to 1864. Although of English
Cornish origin he spent much of his later life in Scotland. He was a noted rival of James Wylie.
“Chamber’s Journal” physically described him as tall, pale-faced and long beard. ~While in
personality they considered him courteous and cautious in expressing opinions on points of the
game.”

Draughts Championship.

Week (Brisbane, Qld. - 1876 - 1934), Friday 10" December, 1897, page 18

“After one of the stiffest contests known in the history of the game, Mr. Richard Jordan, of
Edinburgh, this week (says the Glasgow Weekly Herald of October 23) vindicated his claim to
the title of the draughts champion of the world by defeating his challenger, Mr. Robert Stewart,
of Blairadam. Both are brilliant exponents of checkers, the only difference between them being
that Jordan is the stronger player of the two. Conditions better adapted to test the contestants'
knowledge of draughts could hardly have been devised. Much of the play was now and of an
intricate character. No doubt when critics get the complete games in their possession they will be
able to show draws on the won games. It is one thing to analyse a game in the comfort and
privacy of one's home—it is an entirely different matter to play a hard game across the board
with scores of eyes watching every move intently. All draughts players make mistakes; the best
player is he who perpetrates the fewest blunders. Jordan has undoubtedly a perfect genius for
the game. He has played a good many set matches, and he has not yet suffered a reverse. In
defeating Wyllie, Ferrie, Stewart (twice), and J. 0. Brown, he has established a record which
will not easily beeclipsed. It is understood that the champion contemplates a tour in Australia.
Where there are so many Scots, he may be sure of getting an enthusiastic welcome.
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This led to finding the Wyllie Checkers fantastic historical website featuring all the great players
back to the first champion Anderson. It sometimes doesn’t come up and the word ‘insecure’
comes up. These biographies are not able to be copied and I rather liked Stewart’s so hand
wrote it out and then typed it into these file. It could be said that this affection for the long dead
checkers/draughts players is on a par with the deceased chess players who usually end up with a
book or two as well.”

Edward Winter of “Chess Notes” fame has a fine article on his website “Are Chess & Checkers
Sister Games? This started with Irving Chernev in Chess Review April, 1937 p.89. And he
features the World Chess Champion Emanuel Lasker playing Alfred Jordan, a mighty draughts
player who won the game. Frank Marshall was also a very good checkers/draughts player and he
was a Chess Grandmaster. Harry Pillsbury the great chess master was a master at
checkers/draughts also. There is a well known photo of him and in 1905 he had a “Chess &
Checkers” newspaper column. That reminded me of the many editioned book by Albert Belasco
“Chess and Draughts” of which I have a few editions.

Following is a wonderful article by “N.F.S.” from the Age a Melbourne paper —

The Age (Melbourne) Saturday, 22" February, 1930 - p.8

“THE GAME OF DRAUGHTS BY N.F.S.

I heard a cynical chess player: say, "The main difference between, chess and draughts is this.
For draughts - you require a board and men. For chess you need brains.” His definition is
erroneous. In the simplicity of draughts lies its difficulty.

A zed class chess player sometimes flukes a checkmate from a champion, but the odds against a
weak player winning a game from a draughts expert is about a million to a brick. Chess is an
aristocratic game. The pieces begin life born in the purple— kings, queens, knights, bishops and
rooks (another name for financiers), and each one has his body servant to attend on him.

Draughtsmen are all born equal, and every man has a king's crown in his knapsack. He may fall
in the struggle, he may be jammed in a corner, he may be sacrificed as a bait to trap the foe. But
he may escape all perils and reach the back row, to sally forth, crown on head in pursuit of the
fleeing foe. Chess is a game of poesy, romance and delicate nuances. = Draughts is a grim
battle, calling forth all ones faculties of patience, wariness and concentration.

When I finish a serious game of chess my brains are all tingling with excitement, but after a solid
bout at draughts my brain is fagged and weary. All the time I have had to concentrate and watch
for murderous long shots and sneaking traps, besides trying my hardest to inveigle my foe to
walk into my little parlor .I assure you there’s a lot of dirty work done in a good game of
draughts. And when upon my couch I lie, sleep is banished by my brooding over why I did not
play 17-22 instead of 17—21.

A few words about the game, it is as old as who knows? Draught boards and men, have been

found in Egyptian sarcophagi of a period 1800 B.C. Plato mentions the game. The ancient
Greeks played with a 25square board and five men apiece. ~The Romans gambled a lot at
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Latrunculi a game very similar to the Greek style. Draughts was brought to England in the
eleventh century, probably by William the Conqueror.

The oldest existing book on the, game was printed in Valencia, Spain, in 1547. Chess is the same
game all over the world, but each nation has its own variety of draughts. In Polish draughts the
board has 100 squares, and the men can take backwards as well as forward. In the German
game a King moves like a chess bishop, and can capture a man anywhere on the diagonal. In the
Italian game a man cannot capture a king. The Turks play on a 64 square board, but the men
make some wonderful hops. There are also the Spanish and French games, each with its own
funny little ways.

The English game known as checkers in the U.S.A. should really he called the Scotch game, for
in that country the game first became scientific. Drummond and Wyllie, the famous Herd Laddie
are famous names in draughts history. The names of the openings Glasgow, Dundee, Edinburgh,
Ayrshire, Lassie,Kelso, Souter, Laird and Lady, Dyke, Denny, all show the influence that
Scotland had on the game, and even to-day, when you meet, a Mac you usually meet a good
draughts player.

The Implements are a 64 square board and 32 men. 16 whites, 16 black. It is possible to do
without these. Some years ago I took my fishing kit and went off on a long lonely tramp.
Hardly had I made my camp near a trout stream when I was joined by a swagman. I could
have put up with his garrulity, his naughty language and his unclean habits, but his braggadacio
was too much for me. He had been the champion draughts player of Tallidoon. I marked out a
draughts board on the ground, collected some white flat stones and cut of unessential buttons on
my clothes. After 1 had won about 200 games, he folded up his tent like the Arab and silently
stole away. He also stole my only spare pair of boots.

That reminds me of one of our club members. As he ponders over his move he keeps up a nerve-
racking tap, tap, tap on the table with one of the captured men. This goes on till his infuriated
foe roars stop that row. The tapping ceases— till the next game. Another member hums scraps of
tunes as he thinks. It would be bad enough if he kept in tune but he manages to get three false
notes out of each four. Some day I'll jab one or my men into his mouth, and the coroners verdict
will be "Death caused by a severe draught.”

Some years ago we had a tiny, blue-eyed old gentleman, a childless widower, who believed he
was a draughts champion. He was such a dear that everybody let him win. This perked him up so
that he gradually reduced the number of his men to at least three men against twelve. It required
some skill to let him win. The easiest method was to engineer the men until a way was made for
the crown head for his three men. When four men were crowned, and the eight others banked up
behind them “You can’t move," squeaked the old gentleman. "My game! My game!" It may have
been a wicked deception to fool the old chap, but for years it sent him home to his lonely , bed a
very happy man. I went to see him when he was dying. His tiny body hardly raised his bed
clothes. His eyes were closed, and he lay very still. But now and then he murmured a few words.
"Your move, got you— got you— take that man— my game. And he died babbling draughts.”
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I like this article because N.F.S. doesn’t worry about the niceties of draughts not having the
modern style when he writes about Queen Hatsupshet in Egypt. Don’t quite get the 16 men as all
the sets my son has bought are 12 men. Perhaps 4 men are used for Kings?
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7. DRAUGHTS IN THE 21°" CENTURY

The game is alive and well all over the world. The Internet has taken draughts as one of its own:-
1. lidraughts org. Free Online Draughts-anyone can play.
2. 247 Draughts USA version anyone can play the computer.

3. FMJD Tourney-World Draughts Federation-Astonishing to see all the tourneys-16 in July
2012. In June such events were 38" Polish Youth Ch’ship; Lithuanian Youth Ch’ship Israel
Ch’shipjut a few of the 30.

4.The Canadian Computer Scientists led by Jonathon Schaefer proved draughts was a draw if the
best moves were played.

5. Wikipedia-A wonderful website dealing with rules, naming, history, variants, computer
draughts, Championships, Federations:- Worlds Draughts Federation (FJJD) founded in 1947 by
France, Holland, Belgium and Switzerland and the International Draughts Federation (IDF)
established in 2012 in Bulgaria. The FMJD & the IDF seem to be at loggerheads. Two games
10x10 & 8x8

8. There are 10 more Google pages on ‘modern draughts’

9. Current World IDF Champions:-Men Alexander Schwartzman; Women Matrena Nogovitsyna
Russia The prize was 20,000 Euros. AS won the title in June/July 2021 at Tallinn Estonia. Score
+3=8-0

Alexander <
Schwarzman

Draughts player

Alexander Mikhailovich Schwarzman is an
international grandmaster in international draughts,
Russian draughts and Brazilian draughts from Russia.
He is known for his creative playing style, espacially
his positional sacrifices and his high number of
elegant games involving encirclements. Wikipedia

Born: 18 September 1967 (age 53 years), Moscow,
Russia
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Matrena <
Nogovitsyna

Russian player

Matrena Stepanovna Mogovitsyna is a Russian player
in the International draughts. She has been a
champion player of Russia since 2004. Matrena
Mogovitsyna is an Women's International
grandmaster. She is trained by Alexander Georgiev.
Matrena Mogovitsyna started to play draughts from
eight years old. Wikipedia

Born: & Movember 1991 (age 29 years), Maralayy,
Russia

Both articles from the IDF website.
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8. FAMOUS GAMES & PROBLEMS
The following article above from Bob Newell’s website

The Checker Maven

Wyllie's Switcher Swindle

Once again it's time for an installment from one of the greatest
checker books of all time, Willie Ryan's Tricks Traps & Shots of the
Checkerboard. This month Willie takes us back in checker history, to a
stratagem employed by Scotland's legendary James Wyllie. Willie tells
us all about it in his own well-chosen words.

i
"It is impossible to record the historic stratagems of the world's great
draughts players without including the hallowed name of James Wyllie
of Scotland, father of modern checkers and the game's first full-time
professional. Here we review one of the wily Scot's best-known
thunderbolts:
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1B o B, 6-10 4-8

21-17---A- 22-17F 25-25
9-13 13-22 11 b B
25-21 2617 30-26
8-11 15-18 6-9---B
17-14 24-20

18-17 2-6

21-14 28-24

forming the diagram.

WHITE
White to Play and Win

A-—-The Switcher opening; weak for white. Champion Wyllie was first
to use and develop the gambit, and despite its inherent weakness, he
doomed many a master with the white pieces.

B---Caught! White now ends all arganized resistance with a neat
double-action bust-up. The correct play at B is: 15-19, 24-15, 10-19,
23-16, 12-19, 2¥-23, 18-27; 32-16, 6-9, 26-22-5:-18, 22-15  B8-12,
16-11, 7-16, 20-11, 3-7, 11-2, 1-6, 2-9, 5-30, ending in a draw."

will you too be swindled, or can you find your way to the solution? Try
it out, but be sure to count your change before clicking on Read More
to see how it's done. @@

Solution

Continue: 24-19, 15-24, 20-16, 12-19, 27-20, 18-27, 31-6, 1-10, 26-
22,9-18, 22-6, and white wins.
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The three following games are typical examplas of the play arising from three of the most fraquently played openings —
Game No. 1.— Ayrshire Lassie” Opening.

all-15 2518 1015 2247 b15-18 246

a2d20 38 2319 1322 2420 29
611 26-22 6-10 2617 1827 1710
26-24 59 [c&di27-23 1116 3124 &-11
913 30-26 914 2011 1623 Drawn.
2418 15 189 746 2016 R.Jordan.
1522 3228 5142925 1219

a. 11-15, 24-20 forms the "Ayrshire Lassie” opening, so named by Wyllie. It is generally held to admit of unusual scope for the display of critical and brilliant combinations.
b. 16-20, 25-22, 20-27, 31-24, 8-11, 17-13, 2-6, 21-17 14-21, 22-17, 21-25, 17-14,10-17, 19-1. Drawn. R. Jordan.

Interesting Games '

*The  following game* was. p!ﬂ}*ed in
England some years ago.

3 i Dpening. “Buristol crusd"

11—==16 9—13 9—14  33—30
23—18"" 26—22 24—20 2723
10=-—14 18a==21 2=l (@)  18=17
‘18—15 (a) 24—=18 10—=T 252
14—18 . T==11 (b) A=—10 11—18
20—17 28—24 29—17  3%—1T
16—19 .. 6—AQ. . 18—22 White
7—14 4—-—10 30—2¢0 wins.

(n.j 25—23 is qulte rafe, (b) 6—10
seems to draw. (c) Into the trap, A
very nice strake..

« Here Is a game played in; an ‘American

nlu‘h. .

) Opening. “Double’ Corner"
ﬂr—ld . 12—10 (a) 7—10 fi—1h
22—18 -.'22_--13'- -32—27 (b) 31—20
11'—16._ s 813, - 10—16 (c]--;!?--.'-l
18—8 .., . ET—"-I 11?—1'.1 30—25
5—14. ,  4—8 19—24 ° - 3122
‘24—20 2-!—-15 ‘28—10. . . 26—

16—19° . 10—18 ' 15—24 White
23—16 " '22—=17¢ 2623 ' wins.

(a): Intu the "Brialul s l:h] Setting a
I'.rap. (a] Ca.uzht mppin:.

Hobart Mercury page 6 — 12" February, 1938
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October 1*, 1895 Illustrated Australian News Melbourne City vs Country

This was held in the Upper Room of the Melbourne Town Hall. Photo from the State Library of
Victoria Pictures File. Thank you slv. It was called “A notable draughts tournament.”Would that
we could name a few of those faces. The Illustrated Australian News Melbourne existed from
1867-1875 so the 1895 date could be a typo. A marvellous photo but the date needs sorting. I
found in The Sportsman 15" September, 1896 p.4 a description of the Fifth City v Country
Tournament won by City 233/168 and that there was a match in 1895. City had won all 5 annual
matches. The 1895 match was played 31/8/1895 and City won 239/168. It was played in the
Town Hall so this looks like the link with the photo. 1895 not 1875. I have now found the 1905
Match write up in The Weekly Times 16™ September, 1905 and it is such a good one that I have
scanned it as it gives a massive number of names and probably includes most of the draughts
players in Victoria. It also gives the results going back to 1894. But based on the above the first
match was held in 1891 but may not have been reported well enough. It seems many players
backed up year after year so their names are included in the 1905 match and some clearly played
in 1895! As for the 1905 match referee Thomas Harlin, he was a very prominent chess and
draughts official in Melbourne. I enclose an article with a letter by him critical of his fellow
immigrants. He is only 34 in the photo (born 1832) so would be 63 in 1895 if there and 73 in
1905. Is he in the above photo? It looks like that is him sitting, legs crossed facing the players on
the LHS.
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VICTORIAN DRAUGHTS ASSOCIATION,
TOWN AND COUNTRY MATCH.

WIN FOR TOWN PLAYERS.
The twelfth sopual - conteast between the
town and country dragghts
Victorla “t held =  the
of the

1 % Church, Cal-
E:th:u::h I::‘Ilttfh.pl.'l., and were 3 IH-':

to thelr respective seats by the stewards by
730 p.m. About 130 players o
contest. There would have been a greater
number of co ftors badl not the weather
been B0 excoE ogally cold apnd wet dur
the weak, which prevented a good many
the usual contestants coming to town for the
Agricultural Bhow. Altheugh the number of
players was hardly so many as last year, the
enthusiaem was ns keen ne ever. & are
guiteé & oumber of hardy old veterans from
gll ecorpers of the Etate, who have never
miszed a metch, and who seem to thoroughly
enjoy themselves al Lthe opportunity of meet-
ing old friends and relating Incidents In con-
nection with the grand old game. Hitherto,
the town players were drawn from A radius
within five miles of the General Post Office,
but this year the radius was reduced to four
miles by the Victorlan Draughts Assoclation,
in order to glve the country tesm more SCopo
to draw from. Practically, the benefit was
pot 8o much as was motlcipated, but it may
bring forth better frult next Yyear. Ben-
digo and Bellarat were pot stroogly repre-
pented, but the Bouth-Western, Geelong, and
Leongatha districts were well representad, pl-
though It {5 impossible for & good many of
the strongesl players to gel away [rom busi-
ne=a to undertake such a long journey., Thla
18 mlways mgainst o visitlng team, so the coun-
try players dosetve the bighest pralse for
thelr plucky efforts to eecure a viclory.

THE OPENING CEREMONY.

8ir Bamuel Gtilett, M.L.A, (Preaident of
ths Vietorlan Draughts Assoclation), who
was greeted with great cheerlog, sald thal be
was very pleased to welcome the ecountry
plavers ino town, and hoped they would buve
o very pleasunt time,  (Cheers)  He was
pleased to lenrn from the secretory that Bove-
ral new draughts clubs bLad been formed
throughout the Stale, and olso the Geelong
District Draughts Associaiisv, which had boeo
the means of produciug sowe K2en competi-
Long during the past year, (Cheers) The
players In the eouth-western distriet Lind
uls hpd keen competition we mewmbers of
the various clubs. Eo be hoped they would
ull be In goud form for the eontest which
was ahout (o commence. The game was of
an ennobling character, and well caleulated
to train the iotellect, and bhe wan pleased to

to train the ioteiledt, and be wag pleassd to
Know that it wes bhecoming 8o popular
throughout the State. Cheers.) He wlshed
them @ very pleasant coutest, and hoped they
would &l thoroughly enjoy Lhemselves.
{Cheersa.}

Mr Donald Mackiupon, M.L.A. (bom. vlce-
presidsnt  of the nssociation), then rnee
amidet great cheering, ond gald he was
pieased to welcome the country players Lo
town, a8 he was born in the Western District.
Hr had just been speeking Lo sn old school-
fellow, Mr J. B. Bmith, of Noorat, who wah
ta play &t the top board, and he could assurs
them that If he was &s geed a drapghts
plaver as he was B orichketer, would be
& hard nut to craeck, for be coufd remomber
when he was & youngeter he could elways
tnke apy number of ba d knocks, &nd come
up emiliog. {Cheers.) lle wes glad to learo
thut the gams was now anp popular, for it wes
& fine pastime for the country setilers, who
covld while awny the winter evenings in
plensant faslilen at thelr own fiveside, 1L
was mlao free from the baneful iofluence of
gambling, which was so much agsocinted
with the vacecourse. He hoped hla [riend,
fir Bamuel Gillott, in his capecity of Chlef
Becretary, would be successful |u his presont
cffarts to reducs the vice of gambling within
proper Jimita. (Cheers.) As he knew the
were all nnxlous to begin to play he woul
ol detaln them ooy longer, except to ex-
press the hope that they would all have &
pleasant game and a Jolly goed time. (Cheers.)

On the motlon of Mr J. €. Carter, Mr F.
Salmon, drauvghts champfon of Victorla, was
clected captain of the town team, and Mr
Thomat Harlin was elected director of play,
on the motlon of Mr Hobert Davis, vice-pre-
gldent of the nesoclatlon.

Mr Joseph Irvine, of Drysdale, the wvener-
able ex-captain of the country tenm, Was
appoluted referes amidet tumultuous cheer-

ing.

THE PLAY ANT PLAYERS.

Play was commenced al § o'clock, and Mr
Harlin announced that no fresh game was to
e started after 1015 pom, Each palr was to
play ®ix games, a8 far 68 practicable,

The follawing are the scoresi—

TOWN, COUNTRY.
Wins. Draws. Wins.
2 . Salmon 1 1. B. Bmith i
1 G, Richerds 4 W. Houston 1
2 B. H. Clark 4 8, Vaughan 0
0 J. 0. Carter 1 B. I. Black ]
& W. Arptt i H M‘Lennan 1
F 1. Hilllard n J. O'Bryan 1
8 H, J. Richardson 2 W. I, g?m 9
1 M. OLoughlln 2 R. E. M'Indoa 2
0 . Roes 6 C. B. Haomeon ]
1 R. Jonea ¢ J Esxton 2
2 F. W. Blggs 2 J. Flabher 1
i W. Bvans 2 E. H. Kershaw 1

Weekly Times — 16" September, 1905 and continued following on.
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; E, H. Kersnaw 1
Kh?ﬁ:ﬁ f E ‘.[i Clr-_-meut: 3
r . Macalea
b e 1 H. W Chateli 0
M. Bluys gl :
J. Farrell } L ugﬁu !
E' %E:]F:h ¢ J. Alkman 31
A W. Bargery 1 G. Tudball 1
D.W. Cummiogs 1 T- Henderson 1
ML 1 0. P. Kelly 1
E' ﬂ'f‘illnl:r 7 B. de Besuregard 2
F. 0. Rose 1 B. Mlligate 0
W. Stewart 0 C. E. Mannel B
: 0 Frocter [
3 I%Eu%!!imw E H. Clements a
Py ith i R. F. 0'Netll 3
.Iu' HP IBm“ 2 A. Ferguson 1
: nnes ;
A, E. Ward 1 %‘ 3 Eﬂvm i
A. Maorrison 3 W. ! Tew 2
r Trevul!.llﬂ F. %Eh“ 1
% [;.!'?E'l\l:lllllnj ¢ I Morrls 0
E A. Webb 1 M. J. O'Loughlin 0
"B, ¢ Charies Btesle
J, B. Chalmers woe
T. Traln 31 'll" nl:lll -
%, Winfeld o R. H. Hollapd ' o
W. Whitflel o
F. Tudball I?a mld' P il!'
L., H. Wells ] " c;mn' 1
. L. Holland b 3 Emmit'hn :
% '?‘hm."“ % {. C. Curnow 1
; omas : !
t ﬁwinq ;II" Hld[l,:p lll
85 . May
. O'Loughlin 0 JW "h: regor g
E. F. Bowdon 0= Flﬂwml :
C, Junner lg- ool 1
E. Garside L] AB M = 3
J. Green 0 W l'.’ur llﬂﬂn
EJ. 1. Btephena %W'. H. Grey 1
, Desmon : G. Burt ¢
g' E:?u,: 1 W. L Berryman 4
1. Love o A Millar §
3 : 1
g. L. Lieber ;B Hnmtn ’
gi }ma-n' viech 4 % &E’?ﬂﬁf‘, =
. H. Thompson 1 i Im' :
0. Haworth 1 hmﬂtﬂ :
r- JI- BI.T.I':I.' :5: _H. = '
s en 1D Btk |
W. 1. Arb :J 1 :
Robert Darvis . &t
] 103

gEE
g1

bearty.

Th 1 ) for {
ree cheers were slso gives Mr Joseph

Irvioe, the

Mr W. M'Gregor p

and
John Bmith seconded, Mr R ‘L'.

Clements be re-elocted esptals of ihe
country team for the ensulng year, and
the motion was carried unan H

Clgtllll Clements, after ret thanks
for his re-election, proposed that Mr J. B
Smith, of Noorat, and Mr R. E. M‘Iadee, of
Leongatha, be elected viec-captaios to mssist
Ei-u in organising the foroes for oemt oonies:

rried,

A short, friendiy discunsion then took place
&8 to whether gnother time of the vear would
be more convenient for the country players
and it was ullimately left to the captaine to
make enquirieseon the gubject, Three Bearty
cheers were given to Mr Harlia for b's admir-
ablo servicea ams director.

NOTES ABOUT THE MATCH,

All the country hhrrr- were pleased (0 weo
their old capiain, Mr Joseph Trvine, of Drys
dole, nmongst them ngain.  Although in hie
T6th vear. he still takes a keen {nierest in
bis favorite game. Ils s staylog 1o town so
that le may watrh the progress of the Vi
torlan Draughts Champlonship Tourney, any
meet & pumber of his town !riends, for Lis
kind and genlal dlsposition baa endenred 4l
to the draughis players In the metropoliiun
distriet,

Mr John Fieber, of Ascot, has been at o
the L muatches, His farm I8 about 120 '
from Melbaurpe, He likes nothing bett
than a tough Nght over the board.

Mr 1T . M'Lennan, of Leongatha, la anotiyer
of the ofld warriors, wha enjoys a qulet can,
and cun hold his end of the etlek up vior
wall,

Aftsr Captaln Clemnnte” gpeech s non
of the country players met in cotesd ¥
hied & crack about the regsagn why thev
pot mapnzge to peere a second win

uitimately ngresd thet the captaln was g |

witen he satd they could wot expect top ow |

with a team of less then 100 playvers

Mr A, Fergugon, of YarrawWoonge, lLaw s

mizeed a4 match, nnd has I!I'H-'l.‘r:'h.*.]!m.s:r #ar
= ]

_____
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My A. Ferguson, of Varrawougs, Daw tes
micied 4 match, and bas travellsd over a0
miles fn attending the gecles. Il W 4
veteran soldler, and has been  plavies o
match of eix games by correspoodsgce fo
over o year with o ssrgeanl-major statlogec
at Woolwich. The maich s drawing o .
close, and we wure promised sowe ol the
gimee for publication Econ.

Hud It pot been for the sxcoptlonalls =
weather for sbout a week before the mation,
It is geoerally thought that the rowmn
players would bave numbered ol jeasl |00
and the reeult mlght bhave been difsr-oe

The secretary of the V.DU A, was wlly &
fisted hy Mr H. 0. Townsend, and the |
rangemevts for the meteh ware wall curr L
out by the steward, Mr A. W. Cuarry, o8
his assistents, Mesars J. C. Cartor, B 71
Clurk, F. Salmen, L. H, Wells, " G Hees
and W, 11, Tew.

Mr Thomas Harllp, director of play. de
gerves spocinl eredit for his prowptivad: &l
accuracy In mooounciog the Anal scores, ns
they were deciared in mbout & luute wilo
the last mtore Bad been handed in.

As the players were ired agulost o
anpther individually, thelr positlon cn L
list {3 not to be taken &8 ths order o
mweril.

Wa give the following scores of presvious
matches for the sake of comparieon: -

wmed L L0106 LG 604 .. 280 L. L1 L 1L
1896 .. .0 .. B4 ., 484 . 21D .. 1LE L. HY
1596 .. .0 .0 B AT4 L. B . 1,
1897 .2 anes B2 & BB .. R Lo IR G i~
1808 .. ve v 4 .. BN .. - SRS 17! .!‘:
1808 .. .. .. B3 ., 4B% ., iM .. 167 .. N¥
1900 .. e 118 .. “1 W s .. 2’3“ L
1001 .. va e BEE o, dBL o0 X6 . AI0 L. 0
50

g s R R

100 Lo e TD .. 402 .0 176 .. B . N
1904 oo 10 o0 TO0 .. 411 ,. 208 ,, 3 .. 1@
1506 o0 .. . G4 .. B4 179 ., 103 .

From History Wiki. Harlin was featured in the BCM August, 1910 with a full page portrait and
biographical sketch. Some of this was included in his obituary in BCM 1914, p.43/4 which is one
of the very best and concludes His capacity for work, even during the last few years, would have
done credit to a man half his age. He was Chess Editor of the Australasian from 1884 until 1909,
25 years and clearly much loved by the draughts community as well as in the above. My 1910
BCM set is missing the portrait and so the one given here is a pleasure to have. He was born in
Belfast on 24™ October, 1832. A member of the Melbourne Chess Club. When he was
Headmaster of Brisbane Church of England Grammar School he had a difference of opinion with
the Trustees, and resigned and was appointed to the staff of Melbourne Church of England
Grammar School.
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Born 1832
Thomas Harlin Died 1913
MA, FRS Residence Brook Street, Kingston on Thames
Society Membership

membership ASL ordinary fellow
ASL Foundation Fellow

left 1867.07.15 last listed
elected_ASL  1864.04.19

societies Foyal Society
Royal Institution
Royal Meteorological Society
Geological Society

THOMAS HARLIN, M.A.,, F.G.S.[1], & c., Fellow of St. Peter's College, Cambridge.[2]

In 1866 a recently arrived Englishman felt impelled to write a long letter to the Brisbane Courier
questioning the quality of immigrants being recruited in Britain to sail to Queensland.

Thomas Harlin had sailed on the ship Southern Ocean for Moreton Bay. On board were a large
number of assisted and free passage emigrants intended for public works in the Colony, chiefly
to work on the railway being constructed from Ipswich to the Darling Downs.

Harlin and many other paying passengers soon noticed that, among the labourers, a group of men
that seemed grossly unqualified for the jobs for which they were recruited. Harlin described them
thus:

“It was quite unnecessary for me to look twice at the men, two hundred and fifty or thereabouts
in number, consigned to Queensland as "railway artisans,” in order to feel satisfied that a
considerable proportion of them had been drawn from the loafing, and not from the working,
population of Great Britain. ...”

In 1869, Thomas Harlin was appointed as the first headmaster at the Brisbane Grammar School.
In the 1870s he moved on to Melbourne Grammar School & died in Melbourne in 1913.
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MELBOURNE, 28" November, 1869.

“FIRST HEAD MASTER OF THE BRISBANE GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

Mr. Thomas Harlin, M.A., died at his residence, Windsor, this evening. The late Mr. Harlin, who
was born in Ireland in 1832, graduated at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. In 1869 he was
appointed first head master of the Brisbane Grammar School, and he held that position until he
resigned at the end of 1875. He was doing mathematical lecturing at the Sydney University in
1876, and then Joined the staff of Melbourne GrammarSchool until 1884, when he retired.

It will be remembered that a birthday presentation was recently made to thelate Mr. Harlin by
old boys of the Brisbane Grammar School.

From Ancestry.com Thomas Harlin arrived 31 May 1866 in Brisbane with his mother and
sisters.

His parents were William Harlin (1800-1850) and Sarah Kennedy (1802-1892).

In 1867 he married Eliza Martin whose parents were George Martin and Eliza Perry. There
were 3 children Eva Winifred (1868-1945); Francis Wilfred (1870-1945) and Mabel Gertrude
(1872-1948).

His parents property in Antrim was called Rosedale. Thomas’ sisters were Elizabeth (1835-
1914), Anna (1838-1925) and Sarah (1842-1926).”

editor of “The Australasian'’), an edpert in
the highor muthematics, apd a very sound
iuli:e amd player of vards, on which subject
he-uluo wrote for “The Austroalasian.” He
was also, however, o man whao kept in close
touch with educational matters, amd

DEATH OF MR. T. HARLIN.

Many friends of Mr. Thomas Harlin,
M.A., in Victoria and elsewhere, will learn
with much régret of his death, which took

place at his residence, Lewisham road, .

Windsor, on Wednesday morning, the 20th
November, He had reached the age of 81,
but was still vigorous and alert both ment-
ally and physically until a few days befvre
the end. Mr. Harlin was a4 contributer lo
“The Australasinn™ of very long stamtling,
and as lote ns Saturday last was engaged
in some mathematical coleulations for the
use of this journal. His {riends poticed on
that day that he showed marked symptoms
of feebleness, and a few hours Jlater he
suffered a paralytic stroke. He never en-
tirely recovered consciovsness, and passed
away very quietly on Wedne=sday morning,
For oany years past Mr. Harlin had been
chiefly known os an authority on chess (he

wis for about a quarter of a century chess
3 ;

E———— Py SRS ¥ A — -

niMerous friends in U niversity and scholas-
tie circles, Teaching was the profession he
first followed in Australia. Omn arvival from
England he wettled first in Queensland,
where he was head master of the Brisbane
Grammar School. Later he became mathe-
matical master at the Melbourne Church of
England Grammar School, the head master
of which was then My, E. E. Morris, after-
wirds professor of EIIF.IiIh ot the Liniver-
pity. Mr, Harlin on relinguishing scholastic
work became a contributor on general sub-
jects to “The Argus” leader columns before
specialising in those branches of journalinm
for which bis training p-e--;'ull.llrlgt'l tted him.
He was remarkably thorough in his methods,
thinking no tronbla 0o great in solving an;i
question submitied to him, and his persons
qualities won him a wide circle of friends.
mong his other activities was a keen in-
tereat in chavitable work, and he acted Yor
many years as treaserer of the Austin Hos-
ital, an institution which owed much to
is ungrudging serviee,  The deceased
tleman leaves a widow and a grown-up
amily—two danghters and one son.  The
funeral took place on Thursday, 27th Novem-
ber, at the Ifri;htun Cemetery,

From the Australasian 29" November, 1913 p.30
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THE LATE MHE, THOMAS LAHLIN.
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Weekly Times — 31* August, 1895

THE 1895 MELBOURNE CITY VS COUNTRY DRAUGHTS TOURNEY 31/8/1895

White (10 pieces.)
White to plry, and-niate in thres moves.

Solution Qa8
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““The general opinfon 8 that Lhis is a very
five pro som® of the mates being msg-
wificent.”

SOLUTION OF PROBLEM No. 303.
By P. F. BrAxs, Mancbester,
XKey mowa.—F-to Q 3.

Solutions received from ¢ Nemo,”” Ballarat ;
&G. Hawkes, Caulfield., B. Jenkins, Geslong ;
W.R. Morton, Phaliten ; atd W. "Wills and
B. Eliis, Melb-urna.

Melbourneg Thess Club.

.

The annual meeting. of this.club was held in
she club room on Monday evening last, Mr F.
K. Esling, vice-piemdsnt, in the. chair. There
was a largse attendance present.

The Chairman héd much pleasare ifi stating
thut the membership-had inercased during the

year, There were siow  eevenly members
oa the roll. The finances were also in a satis-
factory condition,so thexrs is every prospect of

the coming. yase-being & very mnccessful one.
The Mﬁﬁg@e&mn mited as fol-
y I

lows:— ' inmy; vics-
president and treasd¥egy i rE. K 5 See-
retary, M¥ F, G. Duank* itbeg ;—Mesars
Buuns, eounﬁ;eﬁgm, Haxlin, » Hodg-

son, Loughwgn 4 088 Was

OVer gm . adjunm:l?aﬁrh il to'the Vienna

Cafe where a sociai evemagwad spent. The usual

toasts were proposed and duly responded to.

cial referenca was made to ~ the

late ' championship ‘match between Messrs
Walleoe and” Esling weand also to

the recent intercoloninl matoh bstween Victoria

snd New Sonth Wales. A number of thoss.
presemt enlivened the procesding with songs and

recitations, so that altogether the evening was

thoroughly enjoyable, Cliess is now more pop-

ular than it has been for many years past,
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UELBOUKRNE CHESS CLGB HANWNDICAP

TOURNEY.
CassT. Hodgeon.—Wilson.
Class I1. Arpold, - Clexy, . Dunn,
Hall, Landells, Noall.
Class IXTa. Collin, English, Hemmy,

Thomps:n. Weailace.

Class T11s. Exon, Hutchinson,
Badth,; Vere Hodge, Dr
Class IV Eﬂ S ely, Wi uet,
V. unn. Kelly, Nig
Patrick, Began, Salter,
Wedsworth. =
HANDICAP.
Clase I gives to Clasa 2 Pawn and move;
Lo do  3a l Exchange and
Do do 3 move.
10 do 4 Enight and move.
Gl ey
ss Xi pives A :
Do a5 i I Pawn aud move.
Do do 4 Exchange and 2 moves.
Do do 5 Knight and move.
Class IJ1a gives to Class 38 Two moves.
1o do 4 Exchance and move.
Do fdo 6 Exchauge and 2 moves
Ilass TIIe gives to Cless 4 T'awn and move.

Da do 5 Exchange and move.
Class IV gives 10 Cless 5 Pawn and move.
The handicip of any il;yar, who has not
viously contested match games at the Mal-
urne Chess Club, may be reviewed after the
third round. Play in the fourney commences
this wesk.

The International Chess Congress is still pro-
ceeding at Hastings. H. N. Pillsbury, of ﬁ'l;lr
York, is now leading with 15} points; Tschi-
gorin, of St. Petersburg, being second with 15;
and E. Lasker, London, third with 14}

The Fioal Scores:—Ilst prize, Pillsbury, 16}
games; 2ad prize, Lasker, 156§ games; 3rd
prize, Tachigorn, 15 games,
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nﬂﬁUGﬂTs{

fhe Town and Gountry HMateh,
VICTORY FOR THE TOWN.

THE COUNTRY m A GOOD FIGHT.

The fourth great draughts carnival between
the Town and Country players took place in the
mapper-room of the albama Town-hall on
Baturday, the jlst ult., under the most favor-
ﬂ:la auepices, Bince last year’s match the game

made wondsrful strides throughout the
mlon;, and though the match was hardly equal
in point of numbers to the previons one, it was
mpurmrmsnia.rﬂmum iots of the eolony
thus pmﬁug that the
t?y of t.hu game is more. wide-zpread
ﬂi‘l—!’ and that in future years we may oon-
fidently hn that it will become the national in-
door puhma of the people, Dnughtu ‘players
are toc intelligent to ignore tact that
ysical amusements in modmﬂm are highly
mm]?ll - H.:ndthl:nmtam puh;:u,ta E:
u in 88
tlﬂnmtot chance comes into play with greater
furce, and unforfunately in to0 many oases

h’:l trit of bling which is one
gaenp ﬁ i.E the latest
g nt the nlnabaqnth century, The beat

Ed of the popularity of these ga

fact that =0 lll;l]’ ma]l]t:n tohtlmd-
sar, and- wa have. ropeatedl

ﬂnnt!l{frfuantoﬂmulﬂntt‘; J’uﬂup
o Eﬂﬂli’ﬂﬂm |ﬂng pes, as thair
ghiefo:t plessnre is having the o Pﬂl'[’ﬂml’-yﬁf'
with old friends Whom they bave met
¥ matohes, - This is thu‘true spirit of
!'mm-r. and- we' beg! to: ssure ull

%
R
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: mahh wu.',- stwesi 3 Iimg
h?p offive. m*!u 0, M&bo

-.ni tha roat of the eu!.ug . There were sighty-
four players. asids, nearly every distriot in
Ahe.colony was :mpmsanteﬂ A nnmbar of the
players came about 200 miles to take part in the
coutest, and: the same players in many cases |
hw n.thndail all the prawinua.mntohna. Ag there
; na 40 .be; mmpahﬂ-fug “tohat fact
aluna u s volumes for the. mﬂ:.umm of the
plnjm. umﬂMhMbmwa travelling
expinses. Mr F. Brown was unanimously’
elected 10 iptain «of the:Wown itehim =and Mr
John Ram-ay.of .thal.inu.tq players. Mr Thomas
Huh[ll-i:u lpﬁh pire, and he_ also gave

e’ in ’eha tnlnng&ﬂwn ‘of the
saores,. which” were ‘announced promptly when
the last game wasfinished,

“THE OPENING CEREMONY.

Tha Blayor (Cr. Sir: Animrﬁnnwﬂen}, who
was received with applause said that it gave him
great pleasure to pramﬁe &l the opening of such-
an Important- draughts tournament &8 that.
~which wasaboutitobe commenced between Town
-apna-Country players, . There conld be no doubt
_Emt that the game waa one which should be

tered. Undoubtedly, the best <lub 8 man
could have was hm own home, and there was
pb better fireside game - than ‘draughts, which -
was not only ‘entertaining, but of such 1
character as to davalop the reasoning f1calties
©f young ‘people. ' He d:.d not- wish. for Ly
imoment{ be.: speak;. di ngly of outdoor”
-nhysical exerciges, but ] du:l not‘thmk thattoo J
‘much. importavcs, co I-EI be atiached to the
development o1 theinfelfect and home gamessnch
as _draughts tanded in that direction, The

B T el R T S i
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contest which hdd Déen arranged between the
Towan. and Gountry, and was about being com-
ménoed ‘was  a- most interesting  -one,
and he hoped it would be played out, not
sxaclly in & spirit of rivalry,-but iu the friend-
ligst and kind iest manner, and that throughout
good temper would prevail,  He hoped that the
matthes wounld be conducted With the good
temperwhich seemed to be-a characteristie ofthe
dratghts player, and that the best msn:would
win, ahd..being & townsman, he conld mot be
blamed for expressing the rwish :that the.suc.
cessful player should bs & resident of : the. (ity,
or a neighbor, ~(Lesughter and appisuss.) - He
had great pleasure in welcoming them to the
Town-bhall, (Applause.)

Mr H. B, Reid remarked that -if he were a
Highlander instead of a. Lowlauder, he ‘wounld
say heartily weicome-toall.: He was‘traly glad
to see the assemblage, aud particularly o see
20 many people from the country pressnt. -~ He
bad been informed that gentlemen from' all
parts of the country were in attendance and
their assemblage was most ‘gratifying. It was
the country that'had:-been the saving of Mel-
bourne. 1iwas.the country that Placed

Australia in the proud position it held so far as
the London money market was concerned, and,
for that matter, in the money markels of the
world. At the present time Australia was
‘borrowing money &t a_cheaper rate than was
‘auy other coantry in the world sud her being
-able to doeo was due to ths-country districts. An
American citizen who visited Melbourne duning
-the boom had expreased to the speaker his ad-
miration of the city. He said however, that he
could oot help being impressed with the idea
that Melbourne was a *‘brass plate’” city,
(Laoghter.) There isno doubt that Melbo
was by far too large for the country, and was,
50 to . speak, A wen—an excrescence—far out
of proportion to the colony and its requiremants.
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He had great pleasure in welmnnngihamuntry
draughts players. Every eminent public les-
turer who bad visited us, from Max O'Rell to
the Rev. Joseph Gu-uk the Iateat I.triwnihn.d
asid that, asa. pnopln*wa ‘were foo much
to sport.,- No pomsible objection muld_,[ 'E"[I’-
ever be taken to the game of it w
eminently one fitted for the fireside and ,una
‘that we might with muc _Emﬁt cultivate, It
Was & very ancient game and one the principal
‘moves in which, he believed, had been origin-
ated Ly a rather celebrated  ¥Egyptian philoso-
pher. He wished they might all epend g
pleasant t:ma dnnng the progressof ﬂm contest
Sir Frederick Sargood, M.L.C., remarked
that he had attended many meetings but never
hefore onesuch as this. He had balan agtonished
8 few weeka previously at receiving from
Mr Hay, the energetio sacretary, an invita-
tion to become one of the patrons of
the tournament betwden players repressntative
of Town and  Country, particularly
ag in no way couid he be oconsidered a
player of draughts, He had certainly played
the game a1 & boy, but somshow he ha 3 come
to associate it with grey heads, and therefore he
was somewhat utonmheﬂ to find 0 many young
phym preaent. He understood that it was
oal y to since the Draughts Asiociation
od, and he was pleased to learn
th.atm thninlarnl it had made great etrides,
and was now on a very sound basis indeed,

There could not be a better nor a more desirable
means of bringing town and country folk to-
g:atharthmnyuhngihﬂmtn meet in friendly
rivalry as they had. ¥Football and other such
pastimes weze wvery well in their way, and it
was as well that such games shouid - anaf:n
raged with & view tn ynim'l evalop-
ment. At the li.lﬂl gm intel-
lodtual - games - a3 wm as
necoasary for ths dara!upmant uti.hn mental
faculties, Eahndhrmukaﬁhﬁn roposs a vole
of thanks to his W yor for his
kindness in mhngth&mo!fhauup?urmm
ﬁntthahm:ment and he did so with very

great pleasure, His Worslip was always
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great pleasure, His Worslip was always
prominsnt in any movament which had for its
object the advancemerit of the interests of his
fellow citizens., (. )} Befors resuming
his seat he (Sir i ) would like
to say that when he received circuler from
Mr Hay inviting his co-operaticn, he noticed
the announcement that trophies were given to
sncoessful contestants in matehes, and that the
word ‘“‘trophies’ was underlined. (Laughter
and applause.) He would be very glad irdeed
v offer either then or at some future time a
troﬁl:y for competition. (Renewed apg{:.m.}
John Ramsay, president of the Victorian
Draughts Association, remarked that he was in-
dead ﬁnllg'htaﬂ to see 8o many players assembled
to play and encourage the intellectual game of
draughts. It was certainly one which tended
to develop the mental facal
e motion was carried by acclamation.

Sir Arthur Bnowden briefly returned thanks,

and the tournament then proceaded.

THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

Play was commenced about hsif-past 2
o’nlm{, and the match was: finished av 6
o'clock. The list balow shows how the players
were paired, and their respective epores, We
m;y;a&tion ‘that tl:ﬂ.?:tch mlit;méﬁtaa &1:
TAD e palrs, no gﬂﬂ:at _ e arder
of pipposed merit; but'chiefly with s view to
mateh the players as evenly'as possible,

TOWN FLAYERS. COUNTRY PLAYRRS.
'Wins. W8, Wins,
- %W {capt.) g % urphy 0
8 . Brown .
8 F.T.Beat 0 G 0
8 W.Housten § &OBryan k.

Weekly Times — 31 August, 1895
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Town Country
Bonpds’ Wibs® | Drawe. | Wins.
1t 10 Fa T 5
11 4 ¥ & 21 T
. ,, 82 8 Ik £0
B3 . £ 1] -‘n ” ¢9 18
41 ,, 50 » 3 18
ot -, 28 ?
85 ., ﬁ L § g0
95 ,, B4 WM | 15 23
by 93- | 188

The following are themscorass of the previous
matches: — ;

1892, (98 players) Town wins 181 te 66 ox-
approxzimately 3 fo 1.

1893. (156 players) Town wins 219 to 157 or
approximately 3 to 2.

1894, (210 players) Town wins289to 212ar
approximately 4 to 3.

1895. (168 players) Town wins 233 to 168 or
approximately 7 to 5.

AFTER THE TOURNEY.

Mr Harlin, amidst inteuss excitement, an-
nounced the results of the match to an eager
and excited crowd, as the large room was filled
sith the players and visitors from all quarters.
Mr F. Lockis, of Launceston, Tasmania, came
over specially to see the match,

Captain Brown, in a few graceful and appro- -
priate remarks, expressed his thanks to his
team for doing so well. Though wvictorious, he
considered the country players made & good
fight, and he could sincerely assure them that
aven the Town team would not grudge a victory
to their friends, and it required only a little
more perseverance on their pazt to secure it.
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Captain Ramsay, in _his usual felicitous
manuer, his gratification at the good
stand hiz team-had made against suoch a for-
midable array of talent.’ Were it not for the
first thirty boards they might have won. They
must, howaver, reach ahigher average standard
of'tpln.y before they would be abls to vounter-
act the overw ing influence of the first
twenty or thiriy bo "That could only be
attained by the couniry players keeping up to
date in practics throughout the coming year,
and following the example of their town
brethren in studying the latest literature of the

game,
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The Soeciai.

The players after the match was finished ad-
journed to the Milk Palace Cafe, Bourke street,
where the visiting team were entertained at tea
by the Town playere.

Mr John Ramsay, president of the Victorian
Draughts Association, occupied the chair,

After a substantial knife-and-fork tea, which
was duly c:tp&matad after the eveotful pro-
ceedings: e day, the enterlainment pro-

mme was duly commenced.

The chairman in & few pithy and appropri-
ate remarks ex ed his gratification at pre-
piding over such an intelligent gathering of
draughts players, He hoped they would all
thnruughli[::n]ﬂr themselves. He wounld now
call upon Mr Carriden to favor them with a
pianoforto solo, and the excellent style of the
sccompanist made him & favorite at once, Mr
T, Henderson of Berwick followed with * Simon
the Cellarman’’ which he sang with much spirit,

‘Mr D. Eelly gave 8 coucertina scle in most.
artistic style. Mr Tom Rocke sang ** On Daty”
with much feeling and pathos Mr W, Heckleran:
dered * Susan’s Sunday Out" with characteristio
spirit. Mr John Morrison sang ¢ The Maoc-
gregor’s (Gathering with much forece

aund feeling. Mr J. A. Ward -sang ¢ That’s
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sy o e Ay

mad * ' Foo Tia 'Ba, and. {ul“i:in
tqustly ﬁmuing ‘ones, :I[r"’i’um .Bwh
* Say, Au Revoir!’ in- good sty .
Bimd:dmlm tp ““Thy Bmtmlml@
md In Geliar.. ” Mx John rtudn
' “The Last Watch” in fine l}% ¥I'
Btum:t n.n  inimi m‘g?lrn"'l‘ha ent
The Tsual Place ’hnd “Simple Pimnple.*’ “Mr
George ' W’ﬂmt:;. whumw 'S unlﬁ;itﬁd'
?mm.nngm great and’ féeling !
Little Hero'"-and * The Powder Moukey.’* ZI.}:
Wilkins :gave - the : amusing rumtnﬁmn “Dld
Mother Hubbard ** with characteri ory
and Mr. J. Jenkins recited * The. rl Clock’
*rhrr w lﬂdﬂ-ﬂﬂ.
During the course of the evening the Chair
dpreaantad the trophies (of whith he wu
onor), won in connection with the Vie-
hrim DMghh Association, .

1he Chairman said that it gave - him - great
pleasure to present the trophiss he_had .pro-
mised, and he was highly gra ’aﬁud to know. ﬂll.t
the various matches ha.d ‘bean i:uanlr contes
‘He had no doubt that in future more valua
prizes would be given by our leadivg citizeus u
the game was now taking a promwment pasiiian
among the amusements of the. peopls;:;The
winning clebs wers: —Uollmgwnad. 1, Mel-
bourne, 2; Yarraville, 3.

Mr J. C.. Carter, in returning thanks on
‘behalf of the t}ulhnﬂwonﬂ club for the wvaluable
field glaes as the prize for the premiership, ex
pre:sed his pride that the senior club was. :!l:u
ths premier elab of the colony this ywear. .He
had up wish that his ciub nhnnld Bold the, pﬂu-
miership in perpetuity, but they could .
on them fghting hard to hold t]:w coveted hﬂﬁ
as long asthey could.
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Mr David R. Hay, as president of the Mel-
bourne Draughts C uh was pratified at receiv-:
ing the very handsome. cruet stand .on behalf of.|
his ciub. for pecond prize. - His club had' the
honor of being the pren:u;sr club lest year, a
he congratulated the Gﬂlll‘.ggwqad Clab on. their
well-deserved victory.. ® thought that: Mr:
Ramsay had exercised great judgment in, the’
nalauu.:tn of the trophies, e hxd given the
fleld glais $0 the premier club a4 a compliment
o their seeing so far ahead, and the cruet uhmﬂ
he looked upon as & happy augury for his club's.
future succees, for whan their opponents were |
well mustered they could. then give them a good |

x}perm% ‘and the sterling uhun to the Yarra-
ville Club was, no doubt, meant to enchain
them to the love of the game, so that by careful
study they niight some day become the pmmlar
club of th& oolony.

Mr James. Cuming,"ws president:: of ‘I:I:n
Yarraville Draughts Club returaned .thanks |
for the hmdwm& Albert Chain as third
prize. .'Eﬁa ‘thought at una hma that his
clubwas going to galu th P , but
many of the best players had left "1 estern
Australia, so that spoiled their cham for_the
first prize, but they wnu.ld strive hnrd to win It
next time. i

- Mr Thomas Harlin proposad the sextiment of
£ Our Guests.”” He axprmsd his - admiration
for tha pluck of the country players coming such
great distances to get bzaten every year. It
showed that they were fond of the game, and
he believed were they to send down thau: best
players they would secure victory, &= thea: e
strength of country players was greatly:
improved within the Iast faw years, He hnd
much pleasure 1n conpling -the sentiment of
“ Our 5“@- " with the names u! Mr Thomas,
Eanﬁsmn., of Berwick, and Mr J. Jeakine of

cores

Mr Henderson in a humorbus speach said that
the conntry players wore deeply indebted to the
town team for entertaining them €0 handsomsly. -
The vountry players, thﬂughre tedly beaten,
alwayscame up md ha had no doubt
they would win so :
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Mr Jenking was highly pleased with the
gathering; hat &g 4he conntry players
would e weH fa orden win to appoint
?n? 3 hmpmtfy ﬁirinﬁarm;tlhm-

o ybar. e.cguntr : could then
connﬁ.i?nte gﬂ&ﬂ. !l.n-d?m ﬁbt valuable
suggestions would be' received for next year’s
matck. Hs would pmmgut Mr John ihm-
say be eléatdd dantainfo 11896 match. . This
mgﬁ:tln‘u was secondel by Mr A. Marsh, of
Walhalla, and carried unanimously,

The Chairman returned thaunks for the honor,
and said he would do his best to look after the
interests of the country players.

MrJ. C, Carter meuaed the sentiment of
“ Kindred Associations'’ in a very appropriate
speach, and it was suitably responded to by Mr

. Jenkins, as representing the Victorian
Rechabite Draughts Association, and Mr
Thomas Henderson, the Melbourne Chesa Club.

Mr Joseph Irvine, of Drysdale, in an sble
and humorous lpoodi, proposed ‘* The Press.”

Mr David B. Hay, Chess and Draughts
ag.itnr of ““The Weekly Timses,’"" returned
thanks,

Mr . Martin, in & witty roposed
“The Ladies,’* and Mr Will Stuart ll,:at'urnnﬂ
thanks 0. their behalf in appropriate terms,

Mr F, Brown proposed three he chears to
Mr Ramsay fortheable mancer in w. he had
ouunil.ied a chair, This was received with

great applause,

The Gphmrmsn briefly returned thanks, He
was pleased to see the game making such rapid
strides throughout the colony, for it could not
but have an ennobling tendency.

- The 'meeting was wound up at elsven o"clock
by “'1111 the company singing “* Auld Lang

This year's gathering was allowed on all
hands to be the moat successfal of any that has
taken place, the arrangements were alto-
gether more sstisfactory, asthe committes have
gained experience from the previous auntm
end no doubt next year’s match will be
more successful.

We know of no draughts gathering in the
world to equal our ann Town and Country
matches,
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PROBLEM No, 447,

By J. H. BoARpMAN, Melbourne.
Black—4, 11, 15, 17, 20.

g “White—10, m‘: 26,-27, 80,
| Blackbo playanlldriw. -

The original heading of the article below was very had to read, but it says .

“The three following games were played between
Mr F. Brown and Mr P. Murphy of Bacchus Marsh »?

o g
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Game 1,016; —* Defiance,”
“Brown's move,

11—15 226 8—1I' 31— o-I— 65 991
$¢3—19 - 11-16 22—17 ' &— 17—10 al_g;

014 ' 19—16 11—15 18— 0 614 17—13
27—28 12—10 u-16—11B-18—24 80--26  15—18

e—11 28—16 97—16 28—19 24—-97 10— g
2018 4—8 92011 %1524 8993 2— 9
15-22 2420 16—18 26—22 1897 13— @
25— 9 15—19 17-13 - 10—16 26-22 26—33

5—14. 96—92 10—15 20—17 927—31 B. wima,

(o) This weakens White’s position.
(8) This improves Blaok’s position. -
(0) Black has now an ekny Wia.
Gams 1,017.—** Double Corner.””
L[urph ‘s move,

914 99—25 B8-11 2017 5—I14{ p-9— 8
2—18 ..6—10 25—22B-7—H 18—%' ’‘1-10
14—17-A 18—14 44— 8 18-14 -23-26 2— T
21—14 10—17 £2—18 - 2— 8 . BI~22 'White
0—-17 213 16—~20 W18 11—16 wins,
2523 11-16 92622 16—28 13— 9
17—21 .94—19 11-18. .14— 0 16—19

- (1) We-do ve-of this move.

(B) Black’s men are too much to the side,

:T white's menjcommand the centre of the
O

(c) A fatal slip, which is promptly tnken ad-
vantage of. :
(p) Bringing ma_.tteru iu 8 crisis,

Played batween Mr William Hnnnbon and
Mr Jobn O'Bryan of Fairbank,: 3

- Game 1048, —** Old Fuurl:aanth %

L Honston's move,

28—24 15—22 32—28 91— 10—I4
29—19 B—11 85625 1B - @— 2 - 26-293
CB=11 26—23 6~ 9:4=33—18' F=—11 - 24—19
2217 4-3— B p-26—19 J156—22. 22— 6 23—16
_4=8 9314 914 1936 25-20 I{—18
17—18 9—I8 18— @ '12=19 B-—10 - 23—28
16—18 21—17 b—21 24—.6 .80-26 31—%2%
2430 . 18—22 97—23 92— 9 25—24 Drawm
11-15 2—18 11—-I5 13— 6  #—i2 :
[L]This leads frequently to eome critical

Y-
- (B} We much prefer 13—6 etc,
(¢) An excellent move.
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The following 6 biographies are of players in the 1895 Town v Country match. Would that the
entire 168 biographies were here for posterity.

Weekly Times — 14™ September, 1895 - page 13

MR.- JOSBEPH IRVINE.

Jﬂ&mh Irvne, of Drysdale, near Gee-
h:ug, was born® in the County of T'y-
rone, . Ireland, -in -1831. - He arrived In
the ‘colopy fn 1835, and spent -some
years on the diggings. Not succeed-
ing as well a5 -he -had expécted, he
gave up mining and Joined the Educa-
tion depnrtme::t as teacher, and nfter
22 years’ Service retived on pension.
Hepicked upliis knowledge of dranghts
principally.on board ship en the voyage
out;-but paid little attention to it after-
wards until about four or five years
ago. Bince Jthen. he has followed’ the
game enthusiastically, und is now one
af* the' most ‘expert phoblem- solvers,
He hag attended all'the town and coun-
try dranglits matches; and his genial
antd kivdly -maower bas -madé Iu'lm a

favorit2 with all the players. - -

MR. JOHX FISHER.

. Jubmn- Pisher was born aX Carron
Shore,” Btidingshire, on 20th Decem-
ber, 1847, avd arrived in the colony in
1854, along with the other members of
hie family. " His father took to farm-
ing -on arrival, and the son has been
identified with agriculural pursuits all
his days. Mr. IMisher is a keen draughts
player. He was one of the founders-
of the Miners' Rest Draughts Club,
and is now ity president, and captain
of the mateh team, He was also one
ot the chief promoters of the recently-
formed Ballarat District Droughts As-
socintlon. He is a great dranghis en-
thusiast, and ® very strong player,

“Mr Robert Craig

Robert Craig, the popular schoolmaster of Miners’ Rest. He is in the prime of life, and his chief
amusement is the game of draughts. He took an active part in forming the Miners’ Rest
Draughts Club, and he has proved himself an energetic secretary since its formation. He also
gave valuable assistance at the formation of the Ballarat District Draughts Association. He
dearly loves the game, and nothing pleases him better than giving a helping hand to advance its
its interests. The Miners’ Rest Club is now one of the strongest clubs in the colony, and a
number of its members have attended the last two town and country matches, and made very
creditable scores.”
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v MR JOHXN RAMSAY.

Mr Joho TMamsay was born npar
Glaagow, and is a iypical Seofehman.
Whatever he uodertakes he pote his
whole heart and soul iute it.Ho arrived
in -Violors in 1878, and entered into
business in Melbourne, He iaken anp
abtive part in all movemenis for the

sacial sdvancement of the people. Mo
l#a fluent speaker, and one of the Jead- |

ing workers in the temperance move- |

ment. He takes 3 lively interest in the
management of - the Young Men's
Christlan~Association. and frequently
lectutes on theological subjecte He is
pxtrémely fond of the gnme of draughts
and takes n delight in doing all in his
power to further its inferests. He bas
neted as caplajin of the Conntry team
ever sinde thie Town and Country
dranght matches were started. and =g
is well-known to draughis players
gemerally. S

—

Mr Arthur Knight

Mr Arthur Knight was born at St. Austell, Cornwall on 12" October, 1849.

Victoria in the latter end of 1867.

George Loudon, the well-known enthusiast.

retiring disposition.

The portraits are too dark and not good. The 6 biographies are good (one typed) and have been
scanned and fitted on these pages. They are from the Weekly Times — 14" September, 1895 -

page 13

MR FREDERICK BROWN,

Mr Frederick Drown was horn on
Emernid Hill on 26th Decombor, 1535,
He is go ldentified with the game of
draughts throughout the colony that a
very ghort sketch of his career is all
that is necessary. 3e commoenced (o
strdy the game in 1855, and joined the
Mealbourne Draughts Club in the Tol- |
lowing year. He soon attnined a lead- !
ing position. as he studied the litera-
ture of the znme most thoroughly. He
won the sceond prize in the Centenuial
Champinuship Towrnament jn 1884,
and ibe championship of Vietoria in
the zame year, He resigoned the cham-
pionship fully two years ago. but there
will probably Dbe another tournament
before long to ascertnin who is now the.
champion of the colony,.Hn {4k an |
ATUTE part jn 1ue formation of ihe pow
Mclbourne Draughts Club  between
three and fonv years Sgo. and hias been |
its vice-president ever sivce. Ile has |
been capiain.of the Town-team “in all !
the Town.and Couditry draughts mui-i

ches, and is a thorough draughts en-
tbhuslast, % = |
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He arrived in
As a Cornishman, he naturally turned his attention to gold
mining on arrival and has followed it up with varying success ever since. He has been settled in
the Eaglehawk district for many years and was taught the game of draughts about 1874 by Mr
When Mr. Wyllie, the famous “Herd Laddie,”
visited Eaglehawk, he played with him frequently and managed to get a good few draws against
the champion. At a recent tournament in Eaglehawk he won the first prize. He has come down
to the last two Town v Country draught matches, is very fond of the fame, and is of a quiet,



Played between Mr F. Salmon and Mr P,
M‘Im:ar. of Bacchus Marsh :—
Game 1,019, - * Single Corner.”
: ‘Sslmon’ 8 MuUYe.
11—15 24—189  9—18 1—6 19-9¢ 9—27
2218 4— B 92— 8 2490 4— B . 2623
15—22 19-15 812 7—10-8 10—14 927—31
$B—18 1W0-19 2724 1511 §—1%2-p ¥83-—19
8--11' 28—16 20—327 12—16.c 24—327 381—%7
20—25 §—12_ 31-16 11—8 32—22 19—I16

18—16 B0-—25) ‘38— 9 16—19  14—17 27—23
95N I 19=-1D° ’ﬂ:—ll B-- d 2114 1611
- 18—14 i : Drawn,

+ (&) Well played

(111 ‘o prévent White maﬂlmg.
o eﬂect‘ly goand. ‘
%ﬁn%?{l—lﬁ §68mMS pﬁ_agq_r_g.hlb.

Played botween MrJohn Best and Mr F. H,
Faulkuer, of Warrnambool :
Game 1,020—:¢ Souter,”
3 Best’'s mova,
11—-156 2217 11—-156 20—23 ¥5—30 I7T—14
2319 14—18 §52—28 11—156 26—27 . p-£—10
§—14 26—28 156—24 19—16 16—19 ld=T
9217 9-14 28—19 12—19 16—Ill-c 8—10
| §—9 30—15 4—8 2316 716 -7
| 17—18 5—9 38i=26 - 14—18 20-—11 10—15
t #=—86 24—20-a 831 17—14 10—156 .m-7— 2
25—22 16—24 26—22-B1B—26 922—17 Drawn.
8—11 #5—19 I18—E6 14— 5 16—18
{a) Played well. :
(B) Obﬂuualy 19—16 would lose by 15—22,

(u] To prevent the man on 19 getting into the
cxawn;#etd. & G %

(p) We much prefer 30— ﬁa.tth:sstage a8
this gives White more scope.

(2) The game was continued for a good many
more moves with a drawn result,

One of the games played between Mr C,
Junner, and Mr Joseph Irvine, Drysdale-—
Game ** Laird and Lady."”

Irvine’s move,

11—-15 26—23 8—8 29022 17—22 10— %
9819 18—17 90—11 92— 7-B 14—10  29—35

§—11 19—15 97—18 15—10 92-95 81—2%§
29—17 1I—18 82—98 b5 0-C19—15 9592

8—18 24—19a 9—13 14—b5 T5—29 26517
17—14 17—321 92824 T—14 23—19%-p I3—22
10—17 98—94 16—20 928—18 &8—1]1 7T— 2
21—14 66— 98 925—93 14—17 15— 8 11-—18
15—18 21—20 19,—9.-; 18—14 4—11 B. wing

F A L - - -~
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(A) This is cartainly out of the beaten track,
§B} White is playing this game very well.
%Bh&‘ﬂ only way to get out of his cramped
potition,
p) With the best of play this position is only
a w, but after playing @ number of moves
White made a slip and lost.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,
E. - Armfield, Wodonga.—The rule ocould
not bs altered by any association, but s special
ent conld be made between clubs -
able to the change. R. Blackburn, Be —
Shall reply by post. Allap Macpherson, Glad-
brook.—Have forwarded the books as desired.
S, B, Mudge, Myrtle Creek.—Thanks for re-
5?;. J. C. Costigan, Northuote, and W, Hall,
oeived.

urg.—Lotters with enclosures duly re=-

i J. Coatss, Brighton.—Solutions of
roblems 416 and 447 correct ; thanks for game,
ut itis Loo late for this imsue. J. Forrest,
%mtn‘lmrn.—-‘l'nnr games wunder exmmnination,

PRESENTATION.

Mr John Forrest, president of the Miners*
Rest Draughts Club gave a very pleasant sur.
gl:sa' to Mr Hay, the dra.uﬁhta editor, ou the

riday previous to the T. aad C. mateh, by pre-
sonting him with a very handsome board, made
by himeelf in his leisure houre, and also a set of
ivory men. The board israther a noveltyin i
‘Way, as the squares are made of Ballarat whi
an‘gmaﬂ_ﬁt flannel, bound with a narrow )
of blue flannel, the whole being coverdd wi
plate glass, and framed with native Anstralian
wood, Mr Fisher possesses-artistio-akill;

PORTRAITS OF PLAYERS.

Por raits of the :ﬁhiﬁu and other
prominent . players ‘be glven . naxk

- L
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9. MISCELLANEOUS RESEARCH ON DRAUGHTSAND CHESS

The Chess Amateur (CA) of 1928/9 p.159 Fred Hawes said chess was dead in NSW but alive in
Vic & Qld. In the July, 1920 CA p.287 the “Australian” said “Mr H.A. Giles M.A. L.L.D in a
recent work on “Chinese Literature” has a translation of a poem by Tu Fu who lived 712 to
770AD and who ranked the game of chess high among the aids to earthly happiness. In the poem
occurs the line “The good wife rules a paper board for Chess” which is rather more than most
chess players’ wives would do nowadays”.

Giles is referenced twice in “The Genealogy of Chess” 1998 by David Li who refers to the Giles
book “A Chinese Biographical Dictionary” 1898 of 1022 pages but not the above tale by Tu Fu.
Li makes a case for the Chinese General Han Xsin (277-196 BCE) as the inventor of Chinese
chess. Falkener too gave this General and date as the Chinese games invention.

According to A History of Draughts’ by Arie van der Stoep 1984 the oldest draughts manual was
published in 1549. The introduction yields Jean Jacques Rousseau as a keen player. The book is
a historiography of draughts and he disagrees with H.J.R. Murray. The book took him 10 years
and he thanked many especially G. Bakker who gave him much board game literature. France,
Spain, Italy, Holland, Scandinavia, Finland, Germany, Great Britain, Poland and Russia all get
chapters and Chapter 11 deals with draughts history taking the game back to 1283 AD (Alfonso
Codex Spain). It has a good index and a subjects and persons index in its 180 pages. There is an
International Draughts Federation in Rotterdam with 40 affiliated countries. A scholars book
with many references even to art and sculpture. The 10 page chapter on Great Britain gives the
earliest reference to the 15" century and has a game between Wyllie and Robertson from the 19",
There is a fine engraving of a numbered board from 1684 on p.75.

There is a good write-up of the Australian Draughts Ch’ship on pages 8-10 in The Austral 25"
May, 1927. A.E. Sargison’s first attempt was =6" with a +7-6=11 score in 24 games. Played in
the Hotel Metropole in Launceston from Good Friday for 10 days.Organised by the Tasmanian
Draughts Association. There was an American Checker Ch’ship in 1924.

“History of Boards Games” by Murray 1953; 3000 copies of “Among These Mates’; CA Vol 13
p.344 Chess & Draughts by W.S. Branch; Vol.2 p.294 Chess & Draughts; BCM 1899 p.443-8
Chinese Chess by Branch; BCM 1908 p.329-31. William Shelley Branch was a historian around
Murray’s time. Not one mention of draughts in ‘Rousseau & Chess’ by HIRM .

The obvious start into Australian draughts history is “The Austral’. I have been through it twice
but not really taking an interest in the draughts sections. And now I found the reference to the
May 1927 Austral, it may be there is other historical material. For example the letter from
Sanderson writes of his draughts interest and the fact that he was a draughts editor. It is a very
good letter.
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And though I may be getting ahead of myself, a history of draughts is appealing from what you
have already written. Is it a dying game? Perhaps your changes may stop that. It does seem a
good subject for a thesis. I remember some Queensland chap borrowed stacks of books from the
State Library of Victoria for his. I never saw it - but it was about chess play and in my opinion
insignificant compared to a draughts history of Australia. But finding sources for such a history
will not be so easy as the game does not appear to be well represented in the slv. BUT am I
right? How would I know? Perhaps there is a book or MS that covers the subject in the slv?
Wouldn’t that be good! They must be asked. They have and their first reply indicates No.

And a lot of Australian and State draughts championships would be written up in newspapers
and perhaps even draughts journals.

James Wyllie’s visit(s) captured my imagination and would give good structure to a thesis for
there are no world chess champions who have visited here when they were still champion. In
1988, though he was deposed we went to see Anatoly Karpov at Expo in Brisbane. His plane was
late and we missed him! What a blow but later he went to see Ken Fraser at the slv and I
published a lovely newspaper photo in my tribute to Ken Fraser that showed Karpov with Gary
Wastell and Ken. If you want to see it, go to ozproblems.com. Whilst everyone is excited about
David de Lucia’s recent video of his chess collection which is excellent, it is so personal. A truly
wealthy man who spent thousands and thousands of dollars building this collection which has
4500 books mostly rarities and ephemera of all the great players (mostly Fischer). It is really
something set out in rooms in their home with exquisite shelving and joinery including air
conditioning. What one can do with money! Serious money! The history of chess is all there
except perhaps the truly early days. A history of draughts could start with the Lewis chess men
of 1160 (allegedly) as there were draughts men as well as chessmen. And whilst some of the
draughts books I have browsed like to take ‘proto-draughts’ back to the cavemen it is a blessing
Australian draughts starts very much later.

Who else could help? I was very impressed to see that draughts championship in the Hotel
Metropole in Launceston 1927. Chess could not match that though Melbourne 1922 rivaled it.
Just thinking of Tony Wright. Do you know him and could he help? I met him once in 2003 at
Panthers. He wrote all those chess games history books that I could never buy. He printed them
in small runs as is the clever way of the big chess writers of today and what we want is a
draughts history lover.

And, is it D. Verbuk of 3/40 Alexandra Street East St Kildare 3183 Victoria? His email is
dverbuk@hotmail.com and I have emailed DV who is linked to the Australian Draughts
Federation. I hope a reply comes. It hasn’t 1/9/21
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Some of my photocopies include:-

1.Rules of Tasmanian Chess Club 1854
2.Melbournevs Adelaide by telegraph 1868
3.Adelaide Jubilee Chess Congress 1887
4.Australian Chess Annual 1896

5.Adelaide Chess Club 1864-1914

6.The Dux 1914

7 History of Queensland Chess 1918

8.70 Years of Victorian Chess 1926
9.NSWChess Ch’ship 1934

Most of the above was sent to Rick Torning.

Apart from No.1 & No. 4 the others do not mention draughts. My personal index of ACR & CW
has no mention of draughts. This is quite rough but drawn up over a serious read of the 1929-67
volumes. There does not appear to be any ‘decent’ article on draughts BUT my index does not
refer to draughts in the magazines and it is necessary to check Purdy’s indexes which are helpful
but not as helpful as looking at every page! (10,000+ pages ca @ 300/year for 38 years)

Of the big collectors Ian Rogers and Robert Jamieson may know of Australian draughts material
if only for their discussions with Lloyd Fell who was Australian draughts champion before
changing to chess. What a pity Fell was not interviewed and I remember him well on my rare
visits to Sydney Chess. A kind looking man but I was too shy to talk to him. He always wore bib
and braces on his trousers.

It got me thinking about chess and draughts bibliographies and I must look at Betts and Lusis for
draughts. Memories sometimes change and I was certain that Peter Wagg (the Tasmanian) wrote
me of a volume about draughts back in the 70’s. To show how wrong my memory was, here is
what he part wrote in his letter of 27" February, 1979:-....

“However as luck would have it whilst waiting in the Archives for a newspaper to be transported
from a lower level, I glanced through some filing cards and came across an entry headed
“chess”. This index, I was informed, was part of the WAYN index compiled from Tasmanian
newspapers (c. 1810-c. 1855) by a rather eccentric librarian in the 1950s! From this I obtained
the reference to the Launceston Chess Club (1835) (which I was able to trace) and another to a
match between Launceston and Green Ponds 1847 which I have as yet been unable to uncover
(Green Ponds was a municipality adjoining Launceston). It also mentioned 1832 and the 1844
match between Sydney and Hobart Town. From the relatively comprehensive nature of this index
I would almost categorically say that 1832 would be the earliest reference in Tasmania but
perhaps some obscure diary or document mentions chess...”
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Now I thought the WAYN index was about draughts which shows something about the way my
brain thinks now. Auto suggestion? BUT that said it would be useful to look at the WAYN index
for draughts! As a change I am sifting through the first volumes of letters from John van Manen
1975-79. This gives me two reasons-one, to look for draughts and two to keep the chess brain
ticking over. I have now completed that with no draughts luck.

Other sources would be the Melbourne Chess Club Minute Books (hard going - I have read
them) and the Australian Chess Club Minute Book which I have. There are excellent articles on
Chess and Draughts in the Melbourne Argus from late 1855 to mid 1856. Also the Leader,
Australasian and Weekly Times have been pasted into books at the slv for reuse. Sydney has a
full set of the Australasian.

The Rev. J. Milne was the Presbyterian Minister in Grenfell from 1892 to 1895.
Mr. Watts no record at all, very difficult without initials. There were Watts on the land but miles
from town.

John and I made some inroads on the history of chess but this letter never appeared anywhere. It
may be an extract can go in the draughts history. Of course we do not know who were draughts
or chess players but generally a member could play both games. I should tell you that the history
of Australian chess has not been written. Many years ago (the 70’s) we hoped Cecil Purdy would
write it and John van Manen pressed him about it. One day he, Cecil and Garry Koshnitsky were
talking and Kosh said to Cecil if you don’t write it then I will. Nice words but not good from old
men. It was to be called ‘The Saga of Australian Chess’ by Cecil. He started it but that was all. I
wrote ‘The History of Australian Chess Problems’ some years ago and you can see it on the
ozproblems website. It is fairly ordinary. The history of Australian Chess should be written by a
player. You could say Cathy Chua covered the years in her book ‘Australian Chess at the Top’
1998 but it isn’t a history. What we must try and dig out is an old Ms on Draughts. There could
just be one somewhere.

I was disappointed not to find a draughts reference in John van Manen’s first letters and will
return to the Chess World indexes by Cecil. Have just done that-not promising.
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WAREO, PAPUA-NEW GUINEA, 1944-03-219 Members from the 37/52™ Infantry Battalion
play a game of Draughts under the Light of a Tilley Lamp at B Company, 4" Field Ambulance
Rest Camp

From Trove a sample -

Arie van der Stoep wrote an article in 2007 on Chess and Alquerque and the relationship with
draughts. He also wrote :-...chess historians have unfortunately neglected comparative research
We will look at his website. In his 1984 book Arie mildly criticizes Murray’s conclusions about
draughts.

153



THE GAME OF DRAUGHTS,
By 0. R. Benrsau (Brisbane).

selves the gates with draughts.” And
Plato thus refers to it :—

Bocrates: "Iurmmn;ihntlhnllﬂlh
opinion of

Mnfhildu*"\'fhy ave they mot able to
teach 7"

Bocrates: “ They could not teach you how
to at draughts.”"
he oldest known dranghts treatise is one Ilzlr
Anton Torquemada, who lished a
vnlmneunthr subject at Valencia, B in
1547. Bimee th:t drie man mhnrwnl"hhl.n
d in Yspain, Frenes, Holland, Germany
Italy, Bﬁtlin and Ancrien. At the ]ll'!llrl'l-
time there are several periodieals devoted to
the elucidation of the e, and numercus
newspapers set apart o n for illustrations
 Bevotees of Dumint
of Dameh gan therefore elaim that
their worship has the sanetion of antiquity, the
support of a not inconsiderable lilerature, the
countenance of an extensive practice; end,
without rating it higher than & mere amunse-
mmt,mmm say that the playing of draughts
fosters no ev dﬂlm}‘!mzuns but affords to
many an innocent and a pleasurable pastime
for a leisure hour.

Queenslander (Brisbane, Qld. : 1866 - 1939), Saturday 15" February, 1890, page 311

I won’t debate all the historical claims in Mr. Bertram’s article but I like the Egyptian start.
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I'[iTI.iI.'Tl-ElT?-u' HISTORY OF QUEFENSLAND,

Dhlique™ recently hud cause to fnguies for
certrin  detalls respeciing the history of the
Bristiane Draughts Club, but found that thers
are awolutely na recon's bevemd those of come
paratively revent dage, It appesrs that Lhe
feit  him mecretary ol the club (Mr, K. H.
Hidings) who #« anxtoos that the history amd
recurds of the olub, and of the game In 4ieenss
land  vhould e duly preserved, hue (op some
time emleaveured to trae thelr whersaloula
=i ey ever b1 exim In pwoper official fotm
—hut w0 far socxvem has not rewarded his efforis
That draizlts has heen played in Brishane since
the dave when (L wis an infant «pbilement seems
to Le undoubtod, bt when the Bridoane Driughts
Club, or the ol from which it sprang, had
Ita gperwin, and where the falher ploncers of the
now great Elawe, who brought wilh them from
oversead their love of the amclent game, were
wont 1o meet, and sgain hapypily wage thelr
butthm i e chectere! field of the dambrsd,
andd what were thelr pames snd what the quulife
of their plav, have sorm ngly 1ot yet leen re-
oordel. Ther= are, vo doubt, many players and
other readers of this ~lwmn whe could throw
mome= light on thwe matters. Their {nformation
woull be sppreciatid by the dravghts club
officials,

Brisbane Courier 3" December, 1921

A sad read above. The problem then was information gathered was given to one individual who
intended to do “something” with it and then he died. (It wouldn’t be a ‘she’ as she would have
done something useful with it). Anyway the dead man’s family took one look at it and saw it
had no monetary value and consigned it to fire or the rubbish bin. Trove looks like the closest
historical draughts history we will get and thus it has to be sifted out. Chess was fortunate to
have the late John van Manen collecting tournament records and passing them onto the late Ken
Fraser where they remain in the State Library of Victoria today. It is amazing that “Oblique” the
Brisbane Courier draughts editor then 3 December 1921 could not do better. He was a clever
editor.
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THE OLDEST CAME.

_-+—.

The general belief is held that chess
in the oldest game in the world, and
it is amserted that its origin is lost in
the mist of antiguity. As a matter of
fact, draughts, as a game, is immeasur-
ably older, and even the quite modern.
to us, game of lalma may be older
still.

Ohess in British history can only be
traced back to our own sixth eentury,
although it is claimed that China play-
ed it centuries hefore our era. There
have lately heen added to the Egyptian
rooms in the British Museum draught-
hoards and dramghtsmen which are
proved to be of a period as far back
as 1060 B.O., or over 3,900 years old.

These have been taken from tomba,
as it was customary to bury s multi-
tude of articles, food, veasels, furniture,
gems, and games with the dead for
their advantage im a future state.

Many of the draughtsmen are well-
carved heads of animals, but several
sets are exactly the same ahape as the
halma man used to-day, s sort of
square pyramid amd there seems rea-
son to believe that vhese may have been
used for amother game than draughts.

In am extremely wonderful papyrus
which was prescnted to the nation by
King Edward VIL, and is now at
Bloomsbury, where the new galleries
bearing his name are open, an Egyp-
tian queen of the period of 1060 B.C.
is seen playing a solitary gams of what
looks like draughts, so that “‘solitaire,”
or ‘‘patience,’”’ must have been new
under the sun.

North West Post (Tas.) 22™ May, 1915 p.3

Not completely convincing but the papyrus given by Edward 7" was a wonderful gift to Britain
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| CHESS AND DRAUGHTS |

(By ‘CHECKMATE")

Origin of the Game.

The game of chess appears o have
been played some 1400 years ago, same
having been troced back to the 6th
century ibeing mentioned in Persipn
and Indiay lterature of this period).
A much longer period has been assign-
ed *z It, but extensicns of Ils history
as far back as the seige of Troy or an-
cient Bgypt are now considered fanci-
ful, 8ince the earliest known times of
chess the board has ndt altered, and
very little alteration has been made in
the men although their power move-
ments have been modified. Starting In
India, as far as reconds prove, chess
went ¢arly (0 Persin, The Mohomme-
dan Arabs. inveding Persia I the Tth
century, found the game well establish-
ed and made it their own., It spread
Independerntly to the Far East, and
possibly over Lhe border reglons to
Russia, At the period mentioned the
Arabs took (he game to Italy and
'Spain, nnd then the game advanced to
!northern Europe, reaching Britain at
the time of the Norman Conguest. By
ithe 13th century chess seems to have
been played all over western Europe in
a Torm little differert from that orig-
Inally played In Persia, Two centuries
later the pleces—gueen and bishops—
gained greater powers, and in the 16th
century the manoeuvre “castling” came
into existence, alss the pawns received
the privileges of & double merch on
their first move, and 50 the gnme then
iz the same as played nt the present
time. The Arabs reached n compara-
tively high pltch of skill at chess In
the 9th and 10th centuries. But the
great progress In the 15th and 16th
centuries was due to European, mainly
Italian, brains. The next big advance
was In the 18th century, Italy gradu-
ally ylelding the lead ito France, Eng-
land’s contributlon to the game began
early in the 19th century, and Howard
Slaunton was supréeme until, in 1851,
Adoll Anderssen came o London and
won fthe fArst great Internationol
tournament. Since the sensational ad-

Warwick Daily News 13" June, 1940

Warwick Daily News 13" June, 1940
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tournament. Since the sensational ad-
vent of Paul Morphy from America in
1858, the making of chess history has
been due to masiers of many nation-
alltles. The title of world’s champion
was successfully held by two players of
Jewish extraction, Willlam Steinitz and
Emanue! Lasker, the latter of whom
was champion from 1884 wuntil 1921.
Capablanea, a Cuban, then held it un-
til 1927, when Dr. Alekhine, the Rus-
sian, defeated him. There are national
and International control boards for
chess tournaments, the game in Eng-

land being under the auspices of the are finding experlenced players who

British Chess Federation. are willing to set the ball rolling and
also teach those willing to learn. Ex-
Draughts. perienced players of repute who are
Draughts Is an exiremely ancient temporarily stationed in Warwick and
[gOune. Although no records are avail- are sure to be of valuable assistance to
jable, it is consldered to be the possible the c¢lub are Messrs. Freeman and
| forerunner of chess. Forms of the game Mortley. Should an exhibition match
{were known in anclent Egypt, Greece, be prranged by these two it Is certain
iand- Rome, while it is definltely proved than many of the finer points of the
| that the game was played in the mid- pame will be shown and will be an
17th century similar to the gome as educational lesson to all,

played to-day. The game s known in
practically every country as draughis,
excepl in American, where it goes un-
der the name ol "checkers.”

Local Doings,

Quite a large number of experienc-
ed players have signified their inten-
tion of supporting the elub and prom-
lsed their support at the forthcoming
meeting. This belug the cose. War-
wick has passed over its bigzest ob-
stacle, as the inltial stages of a club

Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1870 - 1919), Saturday, 21* May
1887, page 44
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Chess and Draughts.
“The play # the thisg.”
A BIT OF HISTORY.

i
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T
out of pleces of cork, leather, or wood, or
even used shells or pebblea for the purpose.
the Sydney School of Arts was opened &
room was seb apart for chess

forming a club for the paur-
of purchasing = sofficient number

and men and other conveniences. In
1857 the School of Arts Chess and Draughts Club
was formally inaugurated ; and the msmbars im-
mediately began agitating for a larger roon.. This
agitation was kept up so persistent!y that notice
en of it in the annual report of the School
in 1859, But it was some time before it
bad any practical effect. At last, however, the
committee set apart n room on the ground floor,
which was more conveniently situated than
the old room, but was still too small;
and the same complaint attaches to
the room in which t club at present
holds its meetings, and into which it was shifted
hmtau ft:'tthuTtehniul Mhe iTl'm u:;:ll
room ter than a pas'age, being about
10ft wide, 361t loug, and 111t u‘ﬁ: Two tablea
run down the centre of this confined space,
affording room for mbout twemty boards, while
the members of the club average about eightly
or ninety. It will be seen from this that attimza
the room fis inconveniently and unhealthily
erowded by players alone ; aud there is ne room
whatever for spectators whem any interesting
pventa are to come off. In spite, however,

-

Eﬁ
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pvents are to come off. In spite, however,
of the treatment which the Chess and
hts Club has received from the School
of Arts committee, every player in or near Syduney,
with scarcely an exception, either is, or has been,
a member of this club.
. When the first intercolonial cheas match with
Victoria was spoken of, Mr. IL Smith, with a view
to obtain the strongest possible team, formed the
New South Wales Chess Association; and many
persons hitherto unattached joined. In spite of
this the players selected to com in the matoh,
viz., Messrs. B Smith, Heydon, MacRae,
Hollander, Bussell, 'and the Rev. Mr.
Pendrill, with Messrs. Lea and Brown ¢mergency
men, were all members of the Bchool of Arts
club; so that the watch was practically be-
tween that club and the entire stremgth of
Victoria. Among the chief chess players who
have belonged to the club may be mentioned Mr,
Hollander, who 30 years ago had norival, He
used to play simultaneous games, giving his|
:mmh a rook, and was beaten. H;s the
that the first intercolonial was played, Le
bad fallen off considerably, having been out of
play for 8 or 10 years. Mark Rusacll, too, in his
me was perhapa the equal of any man now in
ew South Wales. He was a great [avorite, and
cheerfully instructed young members. He died
a few yeara ago. Mr, Vincent Drown, now at

Bourke, was for many years an energetio secretn
of the club, and a mﬂ' mleun. Wal-
lach, Crane (Stipe

, may also be
been, perhaps,
thmduhﬂ.mml’hﬂﬁr
th Wales, but in Australia; and when the old

gEs
k
;5.;
B
E

1
]
H
B3
i
1

Parton, Buckle, sad Illingworth. Ou the
elub, Htrf_ﬂilhr. of the Mf_wﬂ. i_‘l perhaps one

~il A% -

. JECSENERERN. B [GECE - e aaa
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Draughts.

&y “DELWUE~

B —

ATI' lthll..lriﬂ;ihu by Meows'l W, Meaks
@ PO i ol ineliie  peehl

mrrite thie elowsd ccossbeintiog, fs n.'.T.
b owel merely ihe nalek showpoe o 1he
Ldited States ol Ameras, sud 1hsl coss.
try's upmisuibon we cpuiendes feor  Abke
workl's Hile, bul & meier pager =gk
& remarkehly bung recond ol s ssis s
bl mnr revers—thst whick be peorived
it the Lignds of Btewsrl, of Redlasd, (ke

=arki's rlampdon, & few ha age, The
Banbslan nowition pablabed feday
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DRAUGHTS.
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THI: ANTIQUITY OF DRAUCETS

Mr. W. 4. Branch, of Cheitenhow, whose re-
marks on  the antlquity of chess were guoted
gomn Lime ago. io nn nuthority also on Lhe Tis-
tory of the sleler yoome. “The draughts," he
paya, "'of anclent tiwen was a very different guuw
froin  ougs. Therw were diferent  forms of
drnughts in different, countries, ond iho  moves
aned mode of caplurlng wers more or less differ-
ent from owr gome. Modern  dronughts hegan
alout 1300 A D.—thal maken it on old gnme, but
it is modern hy comparison. ‘The anclent BEgyi-
tians used dice with thelr droughtsmen, so the
gume wps more like dmckgammon ; aml they ugedl
honpls with lexs thon. slxty-four squores. At &
Inter  tlme tiho-Arabs and Maors bod oo pooe
which, though ployes an a board of lines instoud
al spunrea, wns more like our dramghits | ond T
feel sure myscll thnt it was this gpame, nltersd to
suit chess-lonrds—which pove it the ‘double-cor-
ner'—ihat grew into modern dravghis. Amd mod-
ern drapghts (8 ns old as modern chesd | for chea
wie revelutionised -(not the board at all, Tl
soe of Lho woves amd powers of the pioces) in
ihe Mftaenth eentury.’ Ordinary chessplayers ol
w-ilay lmow nothing of the old form of the
goute, and Il it-wos put before them they would
sy L wna  Cquite o dilferant pame'—they could
play it without fresh inglructions and praetice,
%o with ancient and modern droughts.”

Maitland Weekly Mercury 8" April, 1905

Tum Ace or DnavanTs.

_ Abont the latest theory ne to the age of draughts
is that of 1MMe, Addpme-Willisms, who traces the
history of the pame back to the dayw of 1600 »o.—
of n far back Queen of Egypt, daughtec of
Thothmes 1. Some of hor draughtamen and park of
her draughts board were discsvered nbout nine
years ago, aod were dogeribed in The Times, The
s writer gives 1647 ns the dnabe of the eaclioet
known worlt on modern dranghte, and nomes Spuin
a# the country in which it was publisbed. The dil-
ferent oponings began to have names about 1820,
chiefly in Scotland rod the Nocth of England.

Maitland Weekly Mercury 23" May, 1896
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F you wizh to excel at the game, you
must take up the study of prob-
lems. A well-known authority

savs: “Without & systematic study of

ractical problems, no one iz likely to
Eﬂ:nrmu an expert at the game of
draughla.” The beginner should play
wer the author’s solution, analyvee, and
beat it if he can, The same process
should be followed with analyses and
games. A little perseverance in this
direction will nurﬁriu him by the im-
provemant he makes, and he will find
his interest in the games quite as keen
&s that of the crossboard plaver, HRe-
member, Staunton's chess aphorism—
which equally applies to drapghts—
"Think what a lot of games Philidor
muet have lost before he became cham-
pion!" Therefore, if you lose a few
games to-day, it is quite possible you
will win a few tomorrow, ro keep on
trying. Players are somewhat fnelin-
ed to underestimate the value of prob-
lem work. The study of this is ex-
tremely useful for the purpose of de-
veloping and increasing strength fin
practical play; and it requires the
greatest exactitude of caleulation to
make sure of a plan to ba adopted in
actunl play. The study of composi-
tione when the witmost power of the
forces has to be employed In the few-
est number of moves, is thersfore &
splendid training.

Beginners' Problem, No. 11 (“The
Compound Exchange"}: Black: Men,
10, 11, 14: King, 7.

White: Men, 18, 20, Kings: 21, 23,

Black to play and win.

Solution ta "The Double Exchange.”
Black Men: 16, 20; Kings: 8 11.
White Men: 18, 23,28, 32, White to
play and draw. Black's last move was
a plaugible, but weak one, vie.: 8—11
(B—12 would have won by 18—15,
1618, ete.}. Now White draws by
]235—24. 20—27, 18—15, 11—18, 23—3§.

raw.

CHAMFIONEHIP TOURNEY.

Plans for the holding of the Aus-
tralinn shamnionshin tanrnsw s s |

By =.

. “Double !
" Comer” '
]

PROBLEM SBOLUTION.

No. 8 (Elllott).—Plack: Mep. &,
14; Kingn, 12, 27. White: Men, 14,
Kings, 4, 13, 22,

Black to play and win,

27—24. 19—15, M4—10. 15 I
19—18. 11—7. 14—184 271,
6—H8. 13—6. 16—11, 15—%, 12—1.
| Black wins.

Bolutions recelved from M. M. Hep-
jamin (Hobart), “"Two for One"
(Sandy Bary), "D.XK." (Launcestoni,
H. Kaden {Adventure Bay), "'Woy-
back' (Mt Beymour), W. H. Hobert-
son [Geeveston).

. CRITICISM.

Mr. W. Thurlow, of Launceston,
writes as Iollows re problem No, 1631
“This problem has been well deall
with, but there I8 no draw for White
on any¥ of the play. The position at

the sixth move of trunk Hoe of M
Moore's play im:—Rlack: Mep, 15
13, 20; King, 31. White: Men, 21
Kings, 11, 23, Black 1o play. in-
Btead of 20—24 as glven hy Mr
Moare, I submit that 12—16 will win
as follows: 12—18, 11—15 (&l
20—24. 283—27 (b). 16—30, 27 —35,
31—24. 3218, 26—21. 1x-1L
24—127, etc. Bianck wins.

() It 11—R. 20-—234, 51X
16—30, 12--16, 24—28. 1n-—I4
L8—12, ote. Blark wina.

(h) 16-=18, 31—27. Black wins
or 16—11, 16—240, etr., black wiif

"H.K." {of Launceston) commenin
an follows nn the pame prohlem. I
cannot agree with Mr. Benjamin that
whita can draw, on the 26—22 line of
problem No. 153, 1 think that 1:—1%
&l pixth move (instead of 20—I4 &8
played by Mr. Moore) will win for
black by 12—16. 11—15. 20—1I4
44—27. 16—20, FT—32. 41—
ete, This Is given just as trunk |ine
which, of course, admits of varia-
tlons, but 12—14, and later 18—10
secures the safe passage of black, and
be must then wip."

f

Hobart Mercury 21/12/1935 Draughts problems clearly helped one be a better player.

164



DRAUGHTS.

Another fine roll up of members last
Friday nigpht resulted in some very
goond draughts, with quite a few sur-
prising results. The detailed scores are
nnt vet to hand but will b> puhlished
al a later date. Surprisingly goed
form has been shown by some of our
new members.

On Baturday afternoon at the giant
draughts board. Mr. A, Cathro created
ouite & surprise when he won brill-
iantly from Mr. A Perrv. but lost to
that grand nld plaver. Mr A, Row-
hotham. Mr. G. Kirkun and Mr. A
Turner cut even. winning one game
rach. Mr. Kirkun's play showed that
Lir hes nuite regained his old form.
Mr. J Hanrh, Helidon, was a mast
interested =peetator and on Sundavy in
r fow games he clearly demonstrated
that he is =till & wonderfully good
plaver,

Matters in eonpection with the town
v. eountry mateh are progressine very
favourably and all members are ve-
nussted tn he in attendance at the
bintl o Fridavy night.

The draw {or next Saturdasy o0 Mr
F. Enieht v Mr. 8 Gordoni: A H
Bainbridee v J. Willlnms

Toowoomba Chronicle 21°* March, 1930

DRAUGHTS NEWS.

Recently, at the opening of an Ab:rdeenshire
ecity and county gathering, Counciilor Mait'and
sald he had lately been looking into the histpry
of the game of draugh!s, and he had found that
the game was probably the most anclent of all
the games which were known amonget them. "In
fact, it was so ancient that if we were to state that'
Adam and Eve had played the game in the Garden
of Bden, he would defy anyone to prove differ-
ently. (Laughter.) All, at any rate, would ad=-
mit that it wodld have been a most suitable g me
for }the slze of the company. (Renewed laugh-
ter.

Their native dourness is what makes Scot-h-
men gcod checker players; what s Yankee wou'd
call stick-to-It-iveness, the faculty of remaining
by a task until it Is accomplished, withou: a
thought of surrendering to Ita difficulties., The
Bcotch, as a people, love organisation, for its o n
sake. They form athletic clubs, checker, and
chess clubs, and play games as they work, with
dourness. The cities of Beotland each have a
number of checker clubs, the members playing
scheduled games for trophies, ete.

The longest Lime on record taken to play one
game in a match for a title was a “Maid of the
MiIL” played between Wyllle and Martine, at
Glasgow, for the world's champlonship and a
heavy stake, in 1867, the game being won by Mar-
tins—seven hours and a half being the time. in
the 1896_towrney, Willie Campbell and champlon
Jordan devoted six hours and three-quarterz to a
bard-played game,
=

e —

Australian Town & Country Journal 26™ May, 1900 - Councillor Maitland was a funny guy.

The late John van Manen always accused me of wanting a chess tournament when Captain Cook

entered Botany Bay in 1770.
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Painting by Louis Leopold Boilly (1761-1845) French painter

The English Game —Draughts as played now in English-speaking countries is a game for two persons with a board and twenty-four men—twelve white and twelve black—
which at starting are placed as follows: the black men on the squares numbered 1 to 12, and the white men on the squares numbered 21 to 32 on the diagram below. In printed
diagrams the men are usually shown on the white squares for the sake of cleamess, but in actual play the black squares are generally used now. In playing on the black
squares the board must be placed with a black square in the left-hand corner. The game is played by moving a man forward, one square at a time except when making a
capture, along the diagonals to the right or left. Thus a white man placed on square 18 in the diagram can move to 15 or 14. Each player moves alternately, black always
moving first. If a player touch a piece he must move that piece and no ofher. If the piece cannot be moved, or if itis not the player’s tum to move, he forfeits the game. As soon
as a man reaches one of the squares farihest from his side of the board, he is “crowned” by having one of the unused or captured men of his own colour placed on him, and
becomes a “king.” A king has the power of moving and taking backwards as well as forwards.

It man is on the square adjacent to an opponent’s man, and there is an unoccupied square beyond, the unprotected man must be captured and removed from the board.
Thus, if there is a white man on square 18, and a black man on square 14, square 9 being vacant, and white having to move, he jumps over 14 and remains on square 9, and
the man on 14 is taken up.

I two or more men are so placed that one square intervenes between each they may all be taken at one move. Thus if white having to move has a man on 28, and black men
on 24, 16 and 8, the intermediate squares and square 3 being vacant, white could move from 28 to 3, touching 19 and 12 en route, and take the men on 24, 16, and 8; but if
there is & piece on 7 and square 10 is vacant, the piece on 7 cannot be captured, for becoming a king ends the move

BLACK.

It is compulsory to take if possible. If a player can take a man (or a series of men) but makes a move that does not capture (or does not capiure all that is passible), his adversary may allow the move fo stand, or he may
have the move refracted and compel ihe player o take, or he may allow the move to stand and remove the piece, that neglected to capture from the board (called *huffing™). “Huff and move” go together, /& the player

who huffs then makes his move. When one player has lost all his pieces, or has all those left on the board blocked, he loses the game

The game is drawn when neither of the players has sufficient advantage in force or position to enable him to win.

The losing game, or “first off the board," is a form of draughts not much practised now by expert draught players. The player wins who gefs al his pieces taken first. There is no *nuffing”; & player who can take must do

50
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The three following games are typical examples of the play arising from three of the most fraquently played openings —

Game No. 1.— Ayrshire Lassie” Opening.

all-15 2518 1015 2247 b15-18 246
a2d20 38 2319 1322 2420 29
611 26-22 6-10 2617 1827 17-10
26-24 59 [cd&d 2723 1116 3124 611
913 30-26 914 2011 1623 Drawn.
2418 15 189 746 2016 R. Jordan.
1522 3228 5142925 1219

a. 11-15, 24-20 forms the "Ayrshire Lassie” opening, so named by Wyllie. It is generally held to admit of unusual scope for the display of critical and brilliant combinations.
b. 16-20, 25-22, 20-27, 31-24, 8-11, 1713, 2-6, 21-17 14-21, 2217, 21-25, 17-14,10-17, 19-1. Drawn. R. Jordan.

By Eric Wilson Contributed By Mational Gallery of Australia [Accession Mo: NGA 632.116]
{cil on canvas

98 x 112 cm

Gift of the Memarial School of Arts, Liverpool MSW 19530

A wonderful painting of two older men of different size at the great game, ca. 1933.
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the “Lthree move mlﬂutlan." whleh © n-
afuis of ballsti

wever, further

I'lll s representatiun In the Avs-
nshl; lmmu

tral mplo p C (to b
llolc Jn SNM nt Easter), pocled
o he' finnlired {hnﬂlr.l I{I! Uloﬁlmdl.

moves for Black, m the omnlnn’ raply

ﬂ‘ champ! ha
Ly the Tasmanian Dm}mhl.'ibw:m

in the uplnlnn of nome, s A erima t
ouy ta
wh%h Mo 7 rmt't’l:dlgm

game than anyo

claimed the wuﬂﬂ's champlon! These

White to play and win.
'The :umur of this ver;- nm stroks

Illuu

atudien, Pia.\-nn -hnuld enjur solving
this ona.

Hobart Mercury 12" February, 1938 page 6

Marion Tinsley

> Eoir |

Marion Tinsley (February 3, 1927-April 3, 1995) is considered the greatest checkers player who ever lived. He

was world champion from 1955-1958 and 1975-1991. Tinsley never lost a World Championship match, and lost

only seven games (two of them to the Chinook computer program) in his entire 45 year career. He withdrew

from championship play during the years 1958-1975, relinquishing the title during that time.
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Beveral enguiries Raving re-
¢ehd ms Lo the formation and play of
“sevond positicn” we give below 2 form
of “second position” with solution.
Eisck: Men 3, 6 King 1,
White: Men 12, 13 Eing B

Bisck to move and win.

1- & | 33-27 | @-10 | 20-33 | 28-19
B-11 | 15-13 | 19-23 | 18-15  18-23
hl-;mﬂ|mu|m,:zl
H-1§ | 18- | 23-27 | 18-10 | 23-1§
8-34 | B- 4
j I0- 8 | 18-14
M-18 | LB
| 14-10 | 8- 1

2

-

foil
i

g

E.

:
E!E

33

really
derivable thers-
carnival marks an  ad
its immediate pre
Improved organies
of entry, general af
tractiveness, or o oiher quality.
profit by experd

| happineas of all concorned
|will ba copaidered. The committes e
'quésts all metropolitgn playsrs 16 As
ilst the Quesnsland ughis Assoria
tlon by their prrsence at the varlous
funetions that have been arranged for
bémefit of the eouciry vialiure
hospitabla country ‘riends de-
we can do for thém,
fixture is the North v Soufn
ver maleh, which will be
the Bohool of Aris, Anw
Balurday night, Augus 4.
regarded mors fn the Ay
funétion than an acinal
gth, the obisct being to
ther in friendly rivalry cpd
tercoursa tha players of the matre
ared nas besn extunded
include Ipawich, Any
Iry players presenl will
uded in the mateh If they
Folloving the usual prac
regular club players will be
sfalost each other, and (nus
ttached players, who, Io ali
lity, would not be in such ¢ood
aylng form, will bave =&
chance of winnlng. Every
be made to bring tgqlr.tr
equal strengih, TIFE
have boards and men are regnas-
along. and to be In
, When the tsame

at § o'clock. Players of all
the metropolitan ares *re
1o make u speclal effort to
atténd and make the tournament ns
represactative as posalble,

THINID
[ E.
§§§=§:!§5

£9§
3

-

§
g
£

i

Toowoomba Chronicle 11" September, 1931 ed “The Nailor”
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WE LUEIOERY, AUFUNL F, IDLC ENDTEA]
medting of the Quecnsland Drsughis
Assoclation will be held in the Alex
apdre Cafe, Anno-atreel, acar Geu g
sireel, commencing at ¢ 20 poi., when
the anoual report will be cubmitisd,
Fnd nfflenra #lecied for The ansmng LE
monthe The boulneas meeling  will
e followed, about 7.30. by the Erecl
‘el fown ¥ eoan=iry mailch, and
Lara, In, every player will be palred
agalnsl an oppopent of ahiul hii owe
sirenwth, The tewn players will be
captained by Mesara. J 00, Tlorefall
and P Mickey and the coaniry play
ers will be led by Mr. W, H Hiownu |
af Malan, Hohth Ce=al Ldne.  Alled |
tha maich the ecuniry players w=iil/
tra the guesis of tha lown layers ol
FUnRET. |

The annpual fowrmArmagt Lo decide
tha chamolarahip of QGuesprlaod will
start in the Alsrandrs Cafe on Wed
neadsy, Anrunt [0 at 7 pm,  FEniries
aceampanled by &0 of Ba, will ha e
recalvwd op ta that times by the hoo.
eperaiary of (he Quesnsland Drauehis”
Amsnclatoen. Any piaver who has been
rodldanl In Craeanaland  far  #iw
monihs priar ia the starl of the tuuar
nament may fake part In ilbhe  con
fest, Prisgea ta the walue af ey

inesns will o swarded (o the th
sading plavers, and other prizes
bé ndded Uf the eatry s sulel
larme, e |

“James Ferrie (1857-1929)
By Norrie Reid

James Ferrie was born in Greenock on December, 1857 to parents of Irish extractions. In his
early years he was apprenticed as a joiner with Messrs Caird & Co., then a long known firm of
ship builders on the lower Clyde. His earliest acquaintance with draughts (so James said) was
roughly in his 18" year. ~ Anyway, by 1875 he was champion of the Greenoch Draughts Club.
He then won the Glasgow Central Draughts Club Handicap tournament, defeating many top
players in the process.

In 1883 he had a minor set back in a match with W. Cambell of Glasgow. Ferrie lost this match
0-1-7. In 1884 he met and defeated Beattie of Liverpool, the then brilliant editor of the
Liverpool Mercury, with a score of 2-1-3.  James then spent some time in London where he
defeated all comers and in fact won the London Championship.  He held this for 18 months,
beating all who played him.  During this time he played and defeated G. Smith for £40. The
well known American champion J.P. Reed was trounced by Ferrie in a short match: Ferrie 4-1-
1. After his return to Greenock he won the Renfreeshire Cup, and again met Cambell, being this
time more successful (3-0-1). In the first international Scotland/England match in 1884 he
performed very well indeed (3-1-13).

In May 1891 James met William Bryden of Glasgow for the championship of Scotland.  Ferrie
won the match 6-2-19 collecting £100 in the process! At the time he was also Lanarkshire
Champion an extremely strongly contested tournament.  James very generously resigned his
rights to the Scottish title for the purpose of promoting the first Scottish Draughts Championship
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tournament of 1893.  However, he suffered defeat in this at the hands of Robert Stewart and
after the tournament he seemed to have second thoughts! He issued a challenge to anyone in
Scotland for the title and £50 in a 30 game match; there were no takers!

He was without doubt a player of phenomenal ability and continued to play at the very highest
standards until his death in 1929. James was a very retiring and unassuming man, reserved in
manners, but was a pleasant conversationalist when he was introduced. In play he appeared
nervous making his moves rapidly and seldom being in time trouble.

His great achievement was in 1894 when he took the world championship (and £200) by
defeating James Wyllie in a gigantic match of 90 games by 13-6-69.

This match took place during April and May of 1894 in Glasgow.  He lost the title two years
later, again in Glasgow, to the great Richard Jordan (no disgrace to this!) in a close match 3-4-
33. The photograph displayed taken at this match shows Ferry seated on the right.

After Greenoch, Ferrie lived a short time in Coatdyke near Coatbridge, then for most of his life
in Glasgow, where he was a business man. He lived a long life, and was still playing top class
draughts at the 2" International match against the USA in 1927, at the ripe old age of 70.
Ferrie played top board for the Govanhill Liberals Draughts Club, which also included stars like
r. Searight, W. Bryden, J. Moir, and T. Ballentyne. His last years were spent at 203 Onslow
Drive, Dennistoun, Glasgow where he died on 17" December, 1929 aged 72.  He is buried,
without tombstone, in St. Peter’s cemetery, Dalbeth, Glasgow overlooking the River Clyde beside
which he was born.”

Photograph shows James Ferrie seated on the right playing Richard Jordan in Glasgow in 1894.

From the web site Wyllie Checkers
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introducad into Earops in the 5th century; and he
surmises that the gamo of dranghts was subseguent-
Iy played en a chess-board with o smaller number
of equares and of men. He given 1647 ns the date
of the earliest-known work on modern deanghts,
snd names Spain as the country in which it was
:lmhlhhed. The earliest Fronch work s nasigned to

068; and the coming into vogume of the Polish
gomo to 1787—oome GO yenra Inter. Mr, Adduma-

Willinms also mentions that it was mot till 1820
that games began to bave namea—adding that tho
usa of these names nppenra to have hesn chiefly
confined to Scotland and the North of England.
He also gives the list of the rrlnni 1 on
deougita that have been published in Great Britain |
since 1766—thodateof Payne's fitet edition ; andbe |
thus brings to a conclueion n bricf historical eketoh
the compilation and srrangement of which must'
have occopled o good deal of time ond invelved n
copaidernble amount of labour. -

GFAME.
"Tae Docror Reverazp,”

Black, Mr. B. Mnr; White, Br, W. Sandareon.
10—14 | 9—14( 1210 | 18—17
22..18 | 20...25 | 92...27 | 24...19

12—18 | 6~9 |11—18| 1— 6
THE AGE OF DREATGHTS, ﬁ_}g B;fg ﬂh.ﬁr Eglg
g:.'im uqtl' h‘:ﬂi’“ 1,600 m.c.,—of Quaen 28...16 | 19..,16 | 27...24 | 16...12
Hatugu ot Hat-Shepsu, daughter of Thothmue'L, S W0—i0| 118 Y-n
end bernelE rulor :[P pt for = long time. Boma 86...19 | 57...24 | 24,..15
hhﬂim% of her dranghte-bogrd- 8-12 | 4-—8 | 8-—18
were discovered about x years Wgo, and were 26...22 | 24...15 | 28...24
deecribad in Hﬂf Egm 'ﬁ"‘ 'iﬁ?-:ama::::: And Mr. Mar won.
was taken to Aw OF, AL, Srom L8t Nore.—(a) The oame * The Doctor Beversed” is
oventualy sonehiog Thaly, whers, 38 10 BEFOLE otk Cha the & Whits Dootor,” given to the
T o o o o Lavicg b S by e plger, aud i Bk oo

by which it in koown to othera.

Maitland Mercury 17" April, 1897
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10. SCANS FROM MANY PAPERS FROM WHICH BRIEF
EXTRACTS HAVE BEEN TAKEN OF JAMES WILLIE’S 4
YEARS TOUR OF 1887-1891 PLUS OTHER MATERIAL.

THE HERD LADDIE.
By Jauzs Ogo, I Tnx ''ABERDEEN [rem
Presg.”

| ﬂnm hero whose [IM? an' fame

Are on & hamely an’ peace lovin' grme.
lils wreath is unstained wi' the blood o' his kiud
s viot'ries are the triumpha o' mind.
His country, Auld Scotland, Is prood o' her son,
An' prises lobe-girdin' lame he has woo—
Adjustin’ her wi’ & smile an’ & nod, :
She welcomos wi' fervour her * Chisf o' the Brod."

We hail him as chief u'thulrmbh-ghrin' clan ;
A wyller player as'er shifted a * man. '
His name has for lang, sn' evar

The vet'ran ** Herd * abroad and at bame,
Has lang ta'en the lead la this time-honoured game ;
‘I he champlon's wreath still encircles his brow,

Though age wi’ it hoar-frosts has sliver'd his pow ;
An’ still hﬂuﬂﬂ:h: an' keon,
As e'en in the days manhood was greei,

nﬁ%ﬂhﬁh&mhbdttmm.
that in 'ﬁh o' doubt, darkncss, and sin,
-

move o' &' A glorfons ** win,
“ end-game, &-m.::s darkness o

Australasian 8" September, 1888
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DRAUGHTS ITEMS.

Ox the 2ith ult. Mr. Wyllie gave an exhibition of
simnuitaneous l:ldr at el, meorting twelve
H-yﬂ'l. Mr. Andrew Bringine, Mr. John Dryden

r. Bamuel M'Kay, and Mr. Jemes Stesl sccured
drawn games : and Mr. William Lurns, Mr, William
Carswell, Mr. David Mackie, Mr. Thomas Mackie, Mr.
Thomes Nelll, Mr. Wikiam Nicol, hir, David scott,
snd Mr. Thomas Stoddard were besten by the Herd
Laddie. Mr. Wyllie t us won 8 games, and 4 were
E.r:.wn. He gave another simultaneous exhibition at

Australasian 8" September, 1888

MR JAMES WYLLLE;

THE *HERD LADDIR)”

of the world in wurely a title of distinction,
whatever value one may be inclined to set on
exoellenos in any pastime of the *' laboriouls

To be the most sousiderable dranghta player
ﬂlhml?huldrlﬁﬂontsli_lﬁniﬁm.

—hh

THE “HERD LADDIE" IN
ADELAIDE,
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who is pow in advanced
it glﬂl ooptinnonsly Fizee his childhood, and
Las donemore than any other player on record
to ¢ xhanst the Gossibilities of the gama, Btill,
be aemert= the game admits of much that is
new to learn, and whils in New Zaaland he
wrote—" d ae 1 am I improved in Dupedin.”
The New Zealand players include some of the
best in the whole of Australasia, among them
beirg Mr. J. P. Beli, of Dovedin, Me. Bos-
well, of Christchorch, snd Mr. Mcllwick, of
Invercargill. Notwithatanding the skill of Lis
opponents, however, Mr. Wyllie achieved a
truly extraordinary reccrd in New Zaaland,
Of 5,013 gamee, which was the total
pumber played, he lost omly 7, sod
drew 2t% South Avetralis may aleo
bonat of very skilful pispers, and it will
be inleresting to mote what amount aof
rmecess they may achieve against the world's
champion, Much ioterest has lat-ly been
taken among South Australian players in the
gane, and & propoenl in beiog discussed to
bave this colony ted in the centenuial
tourney which opene in Melbourne at the end
of the present month, in favor of this course
being the fact that players will attend Irom
every other capital in the group.

Over a hundred gentlemen interested in the
game of dravghts sssembled in the Caledo-
nian Hall, Victoria sguare, om Wednesday
evening, to witnrsn & contest between Mr.
Wryllie pml twelve exponents of the game,
whom he had epgaged to play simultapesosly.
The play generally was good, though exespt
for ope draw the geotlemen matched against
the ‘* Herd Laddi” were all beatan. Tha

dinge were opened by hiz Worship the

yor (Sir E T. Smith), st 6 p.m.. and were
protracted until cearly 11 o'clock. Atthecrm-
mencement Mr. L Cohen, M 1", was also pre-
E‘h& but both gentlem n retived at an early part
of the evening, Sir £ T, Swuh, who is presi-
dent of the Norwood Diranfhts Club,said in past
years ke had been much interested in the
ame, but had given littls time to it htte:;lg;

e Lthoopht it mo mean employmeot for
intell: ctual facultize, and that there was some-
thisg in the pame beyond what some people
chose to concede to it was evideaced by
the extraordinarily euccessful career of
Mr, Wylliea. His worsbip made the first
move on Mr, T. Hanton"s board, which waa

at the head of the table in deferencs to
its owner's position ss vice president of the
Morwood Club. Theother boards were ranzed
in » lina down the whols lemglh of tha table,
and Mg, Wyllie walked from one to another
coneecutively, makiog cuoe move at a timeon
esch. The players were Messre, T. Hantom,
J. Hogg, J. Broad, T. W. Rolle, . Higgin-

has plaged |

J. Hogg, J. Broad, T. W. Rolle, O, Higgin-
botlemn, J. Taylor, W. J. Warmn, FP.
E. Lester, K. D, Lawres, W. Withe-
rick, A, H. Sapsom, and J. Halea,
These gentlemen jpeinde some of the
be:t players in the colony, but certainly not
;t[t.-ho migm md‘ h::;l wa have
Tére io ry dialricta w presence
would bave bean gratifyiog. In tha conrsa of
the first two or three bours the mumber of
players had been reduced by the resiznation of
about hall & doren. By that time also Mr.
Hanton bad contrived the first and only draw,
the game he played being the *'double
corner.” The gume iteell i3 an  old
one, but Mr. Wyllie for some time
past bas ured » wvariation which lg:aeul.lr
i his cppowent is igoorant of reply
achieves a bailliant win. The reply, however,
beiog cnee discovered a draw is the certain re-
zult, and this was perccived to be the case st
an early stage of Mr, Hantom's game, and
though several mora moves wers made Mr,
Hanton's socores, such aa it wai, had been
anticipated. The lu#awad. move ig
mwore, on lipes of one played wi
m-nMi- Melbourne & week or two
between the * Herd Laddie™ and Mr.
. E. Aﬂtnmqlf of the Collingewood
Iirsoghts  Club. he same game waa
played by Mr, DLester, bat in thia
rﬂﬂrﬂue ﬁm% E:. m-u?d whlal:.
ny r, made @
game a draw, For this Mr, Leater probab
was unprepared, and he was beaten after a b
riruggle, Attention, however, was Eu:n ipally
Higgi bdhm.h.Tml(;lrm- W?'d ﬂﬁ.‘i
IEELD ‘“"ﬁ
Iatter, lhm.{hhud-:“miing in the first class,
ﬂﬁ]lﬂ exce . Higher praise still must
given to Mr, Taylor,
hu{uu.dunnuthhuhlﬂdd_in regard to
ity play va disappointed expec-
tations, The loogest to withstand the attacke
of Mr. Wyllie was Mr, Higginbotiom,
wko with about four pieces beld & very strong
position which mo:t playors indeed thought
was impregmable, A win was finally forced
by Mr, Wyllis, but evidently as tha resalt of a
pevers Lax on his ingemnity., The position
waa as follows :—Dlack Kings on 158 and 24,
scd men on 21 snd 28 ; White King on 31,
sod mep on 30 sod 32. Mr. Higginbottom
yed the White pieces, and alter moving his
ing from 27 to 24 and sometimes om to 20,
was driven after nearly an hour’s trial of these
moves to shift to 26 owing to Black's occapy-
ing tha 24th check. The game was then
finished in threa mover, Black moving from 18
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ing the 24th check. The game was then
finished in threa moves, Black moving from 18
to 28, White trom 26 to 19, and Blask 21 to 15,
Omly in about three canes was the play of thoss
opposed to Mr, Wyllie palpably The

ings wers wakshed the five

Sy the . " following -
terest rpoctators. ars
the scores in the dnrnﬁu played 5 Mr,
Hanton, whoss moves | Black) are ind by
deshes, Mr, Wyllie's being shown by ’
between the mimbers :—
9—14 =16 26.21 18=37 30..16
.17 3.7 §=H 3218 19=21
11-16 b= 23,927 1621 28.19
m-uﬂ l’---ls‘ 9'-'1" m.-- ‘E lﬂ -li
16—19 3—8 22.17 12-16 17...10
2.6 PVLI —11 , 31.. %M G—=21
13—-19 7=10 36 _.II 3—-13 15..11
24.16 2.2 14=18 24.90 13-16
10—18 8-12 27.%4 li-=19 11...
17..10

Deaw,

(T AR
Lighaden S0
(14 W \
Ve

iz

MR JAMES WYLLIH;
THE “HERD LADDIS,”

South Australian Chronicle 25" April, 1891
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The Week Brisbane 10" May, 1890

South Australian Chronicle 11™ April, 1891

The Week Brisbane 10" June, 1892
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THE “HERD LADDIE" IN
ADELAIDE.

Mr. Jumes Wyllis, the champion deanghts
plager of the world, has returoed to Adelaide
alier & onged Gour through the other
golenies, Two years ago be played a eerics of
matobes in Adelside i all o and
gh some bondrads of games m:\'llrﬂ

thoo
be wea besten only onee, his ﬁ:pﬂﬁﬂlm that
oeaseion being Mr, Jobm REOTELATY

of the Adelside Deaughta Club, r. Wyllia,
bowever, bore teatimouy to the exosllenos of
many of the Adelaide players, who in pcom-
parison with thowe of other colouisl eapitals
wisited by the champlon were nble to show in
drawe & very fair average, Binoe his areival in
Australis over foar years sgo Mr, Wyllic has
pecuniaril al :;:d ﬁ&f‘;ﬁu"&h"ﬂ'

¥ M )
practice has enabled bim to play better mow,
mamﬂom advaneed years, than
bo ever did befors, My, Wyllie opemed his
sampaign

prescces of 8 large pumber of
kere, Me, W. J. MeArthor seoured Ewo

E. Gemmell, V. Smith, A,
Barr; sud P. E, Lester one sach: Oa Tuasday
the games im the
asttendance. Single
wera securad by Momsrs, O, O .
F. Maschmedt, and W, Molloy.
By, Wylliz resumad his pames sgainet all

_muwwwmmm again a
etisadanes of ted
inrge W 8

o

Evening Journal Adelaide 21* June, 1889
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The Herd Laddfe Again.
Tur: Heep Laboie Craesas a7 &4 Coxresr.

The members of Motherwell Dranghts Club
mars the (lasgow Weelly Mol of April 18)
held a concert under the anspices of the

wulisr one, being the first time during his
ife he had acted in thai capacity.
ol mun was told he woald have to
make a wﬁhuilt:i}ilmmh‘
1 nra-:h-nlhg' . but do m tid
.Hr. Mhﬂ;wt&uﬂt:uﬂnh
the sudience, who received the ol ¢ i
with loud applaee. Mr. Wyllie
the £ made in the yame of draughta
rit.hui‘;ﬂ:t E number of _'l'l?'l.'l':.hlﬂd after
ot .ot "
imﬂgﬁulﬂzm-uhhh_ good
dreughes players, made reference to the Ameri-
ean players. He mid that the hﬂdt

ooald
20 better plavers in Scotland, and mentioned
the names of three Scotchmen in Australia—
aamely, Mr. Mar (late of Glasgow), ;
[late of Broxburn), and Mr. Paterson, who
oqual to any of the Americans; and ke could alse
find a ﬁ-;ﬂn';m in England who could hold
any ;

E

E
i
E
:

their own wi in America. Mr. Wylle
has now made up his mind, If Barker should
to play him, he must submit to Mr.

yllie's conditions, nsmely—that the match
consist of 100 and a stake not less than
£100 maide, ﬁnﬂmhhmmd
hewlth, and ways he never was in better play-
ing form.

A match of 100 games would mean the

gam=s for = t.
plarers who could stand 33 nights’ consecutive

play

SA Advertiser 18" April, 1891 p.6



DrAvcnTs, = The Bouth Australian
Dravgnts Championship was decided on
Thureday night at Martin's Exchange Coifze
rooms in the presence of a and eathasi-
one® game

of draws a Mr,
Wrellie'y ooponente pnd therets;; o & oo
to f-players that he should

unknown on the football field. He will ba
$lso_known amongst athletes se the winner
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A TALK WITH THE *“ HERD
LADDIE."”

To ve the most considerabls dranghbs player
of the world is surely & title of distioction,
whatever value coe may be inclined to set on
excelléepes in any pastime of the * laboriously
ureless’” sort, DUmoghis, like chees, has been
reduced to n science, demanding ss much
spplication aad experimental ressarch as an
¢Jort to dizcover the bacillar origin of tuber-
culosis, though, na st the Greek contests in
sthietics; the crown is ipmbstantiai, sod the
booor everythiog, The game bas indeed »
certain  disgiplivary walva, sud Geperal
Geant seoribes moch of his military e
cess bo Lhe frmising of the wmixty four
equares, showing thet while chess hass besn
meoticoed aa the game of great
gtoerals the simpler game ol checkers has ita
claims on that ecore too, Edgar A. Poathongbt
draoghts implied s gresater dratn on the int=llca:
toal powers than cbess, becares the Istter did
permit the reteaciog of & lslse step. In draughta
nalip places the raab experimentalist hopelessiy
st the mercy ol his opponent ; it is becanse the
* eame hapgs o much together™ that the casual
pitted agninst an average :m-

ad
bhis

i

bedent soon finds the joy taken oot of ik,
sgninst chess the game ol checkers has
be said io its [avor, that it bossts of & more
enerable aotiquity, as in the grder of pature
the simple maet alwaye precode the complex,
o wesorted g0 it for phi i
explanstion, Cioero turped to it for
divension, and among the moderns I rederick
the G Lincolp, and Garibaldi prizad it
highly, Nor can it be said that draughts has
bad ita day. Capable of aflording ever tresh
delighta to its troe lovers it hes oo lsod sod
countless votaries, and to most of th.-“z.
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particulsr tournament.

Art is long, 'I.tm:-z flseting, The plagers

come sed go sod the game endores.  Nowand
BEMIn » masler peping arises to bewilder

ni the
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first played the * Ayrshire Lawis’
iog, be went ooy, "in the house of a
couple, whose danghter took a grest
the games and the cpenings, sod it
 compliment to her that I gave the
title, For n long time thet

3

11
1528
|
:

4
§
:
5
:
§

masjonty ™ -

*““Yes, but they were the exhibition games
prioaipelly,” emd Mr, Wyllie, who seamed
very apxious to convinee his interv:swer on this
pont,
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GLHE No. &

LE L=
Blak, H.I.‘ Minr. W'I::i l#l‘ wvl'h
=15 9—1 14—17

W1 M. %M 1
=14 =15 10 - 1317
78 | NV BN
H-=11 1—2i 11 1T=02
7 1= o 10 M, 5 1. :1
151 —= =1 =14
Ry, Wy aE B amusements.
ey A N TN DBAUGET ToURNAMENT.—Dranghts, though
an Bn _ Bs BB pei iape not so fascinating or in te & game
GAME No. & :;dcl:l‘:"htg:b onget ?&hm tln!;:m.
0. b m am v as a
Black ll.;.-l Wl 4 hite, Mr. Mar list °f£rminentm as its rival, Itis Eot
el o il o e often that Adelaide is honoured with a visit
M1 15.. 10 18 3 7 from any very celebrated draunghtsman, and
#—11 6—15 1410 U it was with pleasure that the pews was
201§ .3 8 1 1., received that the champion player of the
;’;—lj E‘.’ﬂ _’;—;r :‘ world, Mr. James Wyllie, or tne * Herd
=10 14 g B was about to pay a visit to the
e, 25 17 %, 41 Towl) colony, kvery n was made for
Le {;-?: g u ; i reception, and on Wednesday even-
ia ey et 3 hi" October 3, began &  series
3w 3. 21 17 10 0. of ex at
1118 ¥ 1h- 18 5 Hall, pla twelve simultaneous games
19, 15 14 11 1n 2 L men, WAE A0 eIX-
S - L geedingly large sad ve atten-
e W osm o dance.  His Yorhly the Mager itsated
81 1 Mg S 1% 'S DAMED mak first mov
19 T T 5 23d this, the was a ltlnl:;
aa e Tw oW ctioe the galy 0us 0ut of the Swelre
-y ta, W18 h Was ﬂrl'lm,“lh the m-m won
WL s 30 - .24 L illﬂ.{t?th. Herd Ladadie,” who just
I% 15 3098 o= Xl “walked round” his to the
K=ot E_‘*:' o2 5 astonishment of the Play was
o b u - begun at 4.45 and ended at 10.15 p.m.
” = 8.1 1 10 1.2l Throughout the evening interest was
White m s ' g axpu-n% at the
w ampion, To-night
at the same he will be pitted against
some first-class local draughtemen, :
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FREEMAN AGAIN TO THE FRONT.

The New York Turf, Ficld, and Farm of the
25th ult. says :—** We have been aunthorised
by the friends of Mr, O, H, Freeman, of Pro-
vidence, R 1., to state that be will play any
player in the world a match of 30 games, either
restrioted or unrestricted, for a purse of 500
dollars to 1,000 dollars ; that is, they will place
any amount of money againat the same amount
that may be raised, up to 1,000 dollars, The
place of contest must be Providence,”and &t no
other point, and to be commenced within 60
days atter pigning of the articles of agreement,
The_ title of ‘Champion of the World’ or the
‘Champion of America’ is not questioned, and
must be eliminated from contest, as Freeman
bas 2o desire to play for it and cares nothing
for that honor, No Yetter chance can be pre-
sented to Wyllie, Reed, or Barker than to
step forward now and to take up the gaantlet
thrown to them to contest for so e & purse ;
and if Wyllie is not juat now in & positiga to
enter, we hope that either Reed or Barker
would be wiliing to accept it at once.”

There is some talk of Wyllie coming home
from Victoria via San Franciseo, thence across
the American continent to New York. Shoald
this intention be carried out, and neither Reed
nor Barker take up ¥'reeman’s challenge, there
can be little doubt that the ‘* Herd Laddie”
will eagerly embrace the opportuaity of meet-
ing Freeman, who, it will be remembered,
defeated Wyllie in an exhibition mstch duriag
the champion’s last tour through the Uagited
States, and also won the American Champion-
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States, and also wen the American Champion-
ghip from Barker,

In reference to the above Mr. Wyllie has
forwarded to us the foilowing letter for publi.
cation in The Leader :—** 447, Brunawick street,
Fitzroy, Melbourne, 320ad March, 1890, To the
Dravghts Editor, The Leader, Melbourne,
Sir—The following is a copy of a letter sent
by me to the Turf. Field, and Farm, New Y ork,
in apswer to Mr, Freeman’s challenge of the
28th January laet, in which he offers to play
suy draughts player in the world 30 games at
the game of draughts, restricted or unrestricted,
for a stake of from 500 to 1,000 dollars a
side, the match to be played in Pro-
vidence, Rhode Island, U.S.A, As I purpose
leaving Australia about the end of st
pext 1 will now accept Mr, Freeman’s .
lenge for a stake of 1,000 dollars a side, and
either to take or give 100 dollars for trave
expenges, 1 will contest with him in the
match 62 restricted games, to be played the
same a8 in some of my matches with Mr,
Martins ; or I will allow Mr, Freeman to name
16 different gam3ss or openings, and myself to
pame 16 games or openings. I stipulate for
two sittinge during every day's play, say from
2 pm, till 5 pm., and from 7 p.m. &ill 10 p.m,
Should Mr. Freeman decide to play in Provi-
dence he will please to send my expenses, 100
dollars, to Mr, Dunlop, draughts editor ol the
Turf, Field, and Farm, and all other arrange-
ments can be made afterwards.—1 am, &ec.,
JAMES WyLLIE, Champion Draughts Piayer of
the World,”

The Queenslander 12" July, 1890

186



On February 1 Mr Wyllie, the
Laddie,” gave an ltldb{ﬁon of Phl,{ H:,
the Brunswick (Vie.) Mechanies [{.ﬁ_
stitute. He met all-comers, playing 15
games, all of which he won,
retarn to Melbourne from New

the champion has od games
afirlltdlﬁhuhﬂ ,mm been
drawn, leaving about 350 to be added to
O e e
] i s i
arriyputofl!m?. e [

The Colonist Launceston 16" February, 1889

The Week Brisbane 2" August, 1890

“Mr James Wyllie, the champion draughts player of the world, commenced a series of games in
Ipswich on Monday, under the auspices of the Ipswich Draughts Club. During his stay he
engaged with Messrs. G. Allen, W. Bell, F. Boyle, M. J. Deane, W. Gordon, W. Lewis, F.H.
Mead, E. Oldham, R.W. Shirras, and Brown Brothers, winning all his games except two, one
each being drawn with Bell and Boyle. ~Mr. Wyllie has issued a challenge to play Read of
America for the championship of the world and a large stake, and should it be accepted he will
start in about three months; if not it is probable he will take up his residence in Queensland.
He left Ipswich on Wednesday morning.”
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Dranghts Teurnament.

A draoghts tournament was commenced on
Tuﬂd"? evening at the M litan Hotel,
Edward-street, between James Wyllie (champion
ﬂ:nrof the world) and Mr. R, Mar (the Queens-

d champion). About thirty gentlemen were
resent to witness the contest, and & keen
nterest was taken in the gnmu. Three

matches were played dud.rl!;:! e evening, the
first being won by Mr. Mar and the others
ending in a draw. Shortly after 8 o'clock the
players took up their position at a table in the
centre of the room. Mr. Mar bcgiuninf the
“ Edinburgh " opening, both men pla
with etlruma" eare i;;r 'n]..l P
Wyllie especially mov wit eli-
beration. As the game prooecded the players
moved with greater freedom, the Quaeensland
champion holding his own. After about half-
an-hour's play it becamo apparent that Mr,
Mar had a decided advantage over his op-
poneni, and as the contest weni on it was
evident that Mr, Wyllie was ’Fll.,ing an ill
game. Atthe thirtieth move ** The Herd Laddie
said, *It's all up, you have won the game."
The result was greeted with applause, After n
fow minutes’ rest the draughtsmen commenced
the sesond match, which was another “ Edin-
burgh " opening. Both playors moved rap
at outseb, Ddir. ar moving wi
greater freedom than his opponent, Mr.
Wyllie was evidently on his meitle,
and determined to retrieve hia lost position.
Neither player, however, seemed able to gain
an advaniage over the other, and after the
filty-sixth move the game ended in a draw, the
time occupied being about fifty minutes. The
layers then entered upon a game, which
with the * defiance” opening. Bolh
draughtsmen played with freedom, move follow-
ing move in rapid succession, but again the
lgyers rnvul to be well matohed, and alter
ghu twenty-ninth move the game resulted in a
draw, the time occupied in the contest being
only about & quarter-of-an-hour. At the con-
clugion the sland champion was con-
gratulated on his success both by his opponent

and by the spectators.

time, r.

We are authorised to state that Mr. Wllie
iccepts the above challenge of Mr, Heed for a
restricted match of thirty games, but on this
toudition. that only the gaues to be played are
to be fmt in the bag for ﬁmwing. Mr. Wyllie
will allow Mr. Reed to sclect eight openings,
and he will choose tho other seven, As there is
to little diiference in the stipulations of the
players, we hope the match will be arranged
without any hitch, and we have no doubt it
will prove one of the most iuteresting on record.

Mr, M. F. Clouser, draughts editor of the
T orld, has given Mr. Reed 100do). to be placed
in the purse, should a match b arranged with
Mr, Wyllie.— Pidtsbuig Chronicle Telegraph,

Mr. Wyllie left on Tuesday last for his
Queensland tour, and he expects to return to
Mclbourne about the baginning of August,

Mr, Robert Fraser is now the champion of
Dundee, and fs only nineteen yearsof age, 1le
has only studied the game for about threo years,
and during Mr. Marting’ (the ex-champion)
recent visit to Dundee he made the creditable
score of ¢ight lost, seven drawn, and ompe win,
From such a promising beginning, we shall no
doubthear of our youthful genius in important
matches before very long.

Weekly Times 5" July, 1890
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20—123
1317
19—18
4— B
2¢-19
17-11
265—24
4— 9
MH-—20
2—-6
8328
9-—13
28—124
6—10

15— 6
1-17
28—-14
11-16
19—10
1722
206518
56— 9
14— 5

732
a7
31—123
24—19
23—16

1))
Mr. Freeman moved first in the next
'hnlﬂr.w:m.nﬁ-dh:uhﬂoﬂ:gn.'

3127
22—18
13—17

10—15
17—
15—19%
2326
19—123
7 -3
18—14
31—36
2318
26—29
18—15
2017
14— 9
17—14

Weekly Times 22" August, 1891
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29— 5
25—20
5—1
2045
1511
523
1— 6
2917
6— 2
14—18
11—14
1714
Drawa.



Game 259, —*¢ Switcher,””
‘s Move :—

11-15 12—29 15-18 -2 1317
1-17 26—1T7 312 2218 16— T
8—13 4— B 18—37 1216 8—10
25—21  $9—95 8223  94—92 18—14
8—11 9— 6(1) 8—I1 6—9°  10-15
17—14 2410 H5—232 B-19(*) 1410
10—17 15--24 56— 9 10—23 1539
1114 9819 T T 26—19 Drawn.

8—10 11-15 10—156 P13

2217 (e | | 1210 19--16

gas Wohis
In the next w the Blacks
lndu:iadthu:-- yne played. $hs ;

1— 6 M- B8-11 2623 7—10
24—18(3) 156—18 31—26 13—-22 Black
16—24 25—21 6— 9 24—20 wins,
5—-19 18—-27 23—-18 10-17
11-15 8223 8—13 2114

(2) ,

In another game between Mr, Wyllie and a
member of the London United D.C,, the Lon-
don player tried 31—26 here, with the following
result :—

31—26 11-10 2324  16—23 1713
15—19 23—19(a) 11—16 26—19  10—17
24—15 8—11 24—20 6—9 18— 6

Black wins,
(a) 28—24 looks strong here.
—Aberdeen Free Press,

Weekly Times 22" August, 1891
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Game 260,—** Flora Temple."

Played in Londen on 23rd June, 1891, between
Mr. James ﬂﬂi& (Black), the champion of the
world, and Mr. J. H. Strudwick ﬁmm, a
ﬁ?ﬁr of considerable ience and well-

wn throughout the checker-world,
Mr. Wyllie’s move.
11-15 21— 14 10156 6— 9 1811
22--18 1— 6 16— T 14—17 256—30
15—22 $6—23 156—22 9—14 11— 7

25—18 6— 9 7— 2 25—129 80—126
12—-16 24—19 13—17 an-23 23—19
2025 2— 8 2— 8 20—25 26—23
9—13 23—24(a) 9—13 23—19 19—16
18—14 B8—11 6—10 17—22 2918
10—-17 19==15 5—9 19-18 16-=11
2114 7—10 10— 6 2226 23—19
16—20 14— 7{n) 1721 30—23 “—3
23—18 3—129 6— 1 25—22 19—24

6 10 23—19 9—14 14—10 -7
25—21 6—10 1— 6 2125 18—23
10—17 19—16 2226

And Black (Mr. Wyllie) after some 20 or 30
moves won the game,

(1; 18—15 looks best here.

(B) Mr. Wyllie said if White had taken 15—8,
it would havegiven Mr, Strudwick a good game
although & piece down.~(J.H.S.)

Weekly Times 22" August, 1891
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uame Zol,

During the last two weeks the ¢ Herd
Laddie’ has been busily engaged at the
rooms of the London United D.C., 9 Euston
road, King's Cross, and at Mr. Austin’s
Restaurant, 31 Catherine street, SBtrand. Mr,
James Wyllie (Black), champion of the world
and Mr. A. Jordan (Whito), winner of the third
prize in the recent tourney for the FEnglish
championship, contested the following interest-
ing game, which the Londoner was fortanate
enough to win.

Mr. J. Wyllie’s move.

11—15 8—13 16—19 =7 16—20
2319 20—25 22—18 8— b 11-156
9—14 811 8—132 12—18 23—26
22—-17 25—22 a0 28 15—11 16—18
5— 9% 4i— 8 3—17 7—10 26—30

26—23 28—18 14— 9 EB] 11—7  18-25
9—13 1015 1923 (c) 10—14  13—17
24— 20 19—10 26—19 7—8  91—-14
15924 7—23 11- 18  14—18  80—21
28—19 97—18 20—11 8S—7  14—10
13—22 1216 7—28 18929 White
25— 0 18—14 (a) 18—15 7—I11 wins,

* The * Fife.”

(a) 2217, 13—22, 18—15, 11—I8, 20—4,
etc,, draws,

() This move is original with Mr, F,
T ar T 1. 710
U I. — . -
and drew with Mr. Tescheleit in the English
?}u_w 1891,—London Standard, and Evening

- News.

Weekly Times 22" August, 1891
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Promueu No. 4,

By Jauus WyLLIim
(Champion ol tha Waild).

DRAUGHT MATCHES,

Wyrre v. Man.
The return match batwesn R, Mar, champion

ol , and J. Wyllie, “the Herd
B v oo Rabs Lokt ik
Mr. .L Il.:.!ihh Funr'n‘:m mart, e
: prasence of a large num
who weiched with mush |

the Tha
black H
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tha 1dea intended to be sonveyed ; but,

on the other, we are certnin the coinpositor
muit wish thate was no choesker column in that
pﬁlr.—uvnwul Weekly Mer:'l-rir.
r. Wyllie's decigion a8 o leaving Anstralia

for Englnod aod abandoning for the pressnt
the matah games for the droughts or oheoker
championahip of tha world seems to be giving

Reed and his backers ; now demsnd the
hﬁ‘llnw hllrlunl in
thy hands Y W hﬂd ew York,
and Mr. Reed olaima in the title of
* Woeld's " The New York Tribune
statos that Mr, who in the cheaker
editor af Turf, Farm, has informed
Mr. Eoed thal he iz entitled to boih mnd
championship unless My, Wyllie um to
play on or befors 1st April. Il may be as well
o give hore Mr. Wyllle's lolbor bo

no particulnr
oo about the time, which is nol menkioned
is that the matoh shall commenee
Uﬁuﬂum:nﬁrﬂh Lhe Bintes,
up my mind to leave here for
18th Fa next 3 the steamer
we aboot 1d4th h, whish would
¥ of timo for the mateh to commencs
middle of May. In to i6 T mm
it sntinfind that I have soted in sn n
armble mannor, which I always
Az Mr. Heltor is now very doubiful of
mntoh taking place, 1 cannot afford to go
Ban Frangiseo on p ** wild-goose chass,"
will shortly lesve here for England.
deposit of £30 18s. Bd. (B100) can i
hands for the next six monihs, and should
» Reod be inglined 1o go on with the maioh,
by giving ma notica I can leave Hootland within
o wook's tima for New York, and eall on
to make my final deposit of £53 fw. 8d. If he
dealines to go on with it, I will then play Mr.
Frooman, of Providence, sn unresirieted match
of 33 gamea, each one of us 0 choosa 8 dil-
ferent openings, lor 8500 & side, and B100 4o
be allowsd mo for expenses should he wish the
muiteh played at Providence : ot I will play him
s matoh of i games for 81000 & side, endh one
to chooss 10 diferent openings. Al letters to
b diresied (o me, onre of Mr. Bobert M*Call,

feies
2g:
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g
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THE HERD LADDIE,

AN EXCITING CONTEST.

The arrival in Christchurch of Mr James
Wyllie, the Champion Draughts-player of
the World, has been looked forward to
with feelings of pleasure by the draughts-
players of the district, Thenka to the
efforts of Mr Dan. Reese and others, the
Champion was induced to visit the City of
the Plains at the close of a very successful
season in Otago. The * Herd Laddie,” as |
the possessor of the most phenomenal
abilities in this game 1s called, arrived in
Christchurch on Saturday afternoon, and
was met by Messrs Reese, Boswell, Kay,
and Archibald, of Christchurch, all
well - kmown names in the draughts.
playing world. There was also present to
receive the veteran, Mr Harry Henderson,
of Auckland, a gentleman who has contri-
buted many very interesting games to the
draughts columns of our Auckland,
Dunedin, Australian, and British contem-
poraries, not a ftew of his best having
appeered in the Canterbury Times. As
Mr Wyllie is the guest of Mr Thomas
Quill, of the White Hart Hotel, he was
at once escorted there, and after a spell to
recover and refresh from the weariness of
travel, Mr Wyllie expressed his willingness
to begin play. Aboub the commencement
of the play a little story has to Le told,
The *“Herd Laddie” is sixty - seven
years of age. Mr John Kay, of Victoria |
street, Christchureb, 1is seventy-four,
and i was considered that the Christe |
church veteran was entitled to the honour |
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- church veteran was entitled to the honour |
| of being the first to break a lance with the |
| champion. He certainly deserves it, after
baving waited forty-six years for a game
with him. This is the story. In 1842 the
 “ Herd Laddie” came to Newcastle.on-
Tyne, and dr John Kay belongs to North
Shields, He was rather a noted plaver
there, Having hecard that the “ Herd
Laddie” was in Newcastle, he made a
journey to the great coal centre, in the
hope of having a game with him., The
 Herd Laddie”™ had been in Newcastle for
several days, and after having shorn all the !
loeal dranghts notabilities of their laurels, |
had sought other fields and fresh laurels to |
win., Mr Ksy was therefore just too late. He
was directed to an eminent doctor in the
town-—the principal player in Neweastle.
In reply to Mr Kay’s inquiries for the
whereabouts of the * Herd Laddie,” the |
doctor asked if Mr Kay was a player. !
“Try me,” said Mr Kay. Three or four |
games resulted, and the doctor geized hig
hat, after beine badly beaten, and went |
off with Mr Kay to huni for the “ Herd |
Laddie.”” 'The search was fruitless, as Mr |
Wyllie had left the town., Since then, of |
cour:ze, Mr Kay emigrated, and after all |
these years he has now his desire gratified
of playing the champion and being—as
tens of thousands of good players have
been by the ¢ Herd Laddie ”’—beaten.
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After Mr Kay had been disposed of, Mr
J. O. Josling, of Rangiora, essayed play.
He opened & ““ Defiance ” game very well
indeed, and played in such good form that
the old champion congratulated him upon
it. It was the opinion of some of the high
class players present that had Mr Josling
played as well in the latter part of the
gome a8 he did in the firat, the gamo
would have ended in‘a draw. .

Mr Harry Henderson, Auckland, who is
making & visit to Melbourne, was allowed
the stranger’s preference, the local players
giving way to let him have the board.
Mr Henderson’s game with the Champion
was 8 most interesting one, and lasted a
long time. It was very evident that the
old man recognised in Harry Henderson a
foeman woirthy of hig steel. for the
readiness ¢f move he displays when
playing an ordinary player was absent,
and the game protracted. Thedcrowd of
anxious, interested, but sternly silent men
in the large commercial room of the White

Hart would have been a good sludy for s
nhvsinernamist.
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On Satorday Mr, James Wryllie, the

The Express (SA) 27" April, 1891

gama move e greatest foreo the
centre, and rice rerad,
. Domot be in a horry #0 gol & king; al

time your advorsary is eapluring plays inke in
qunrh}mh:"pu.u:lhn which way indemmnify
o ita
T &, Towards the eloss of & gase, when all the
piec=a are erowned, il you have an inferior
number of kings and your adversary’s are not
in confined positions, resign; i is wasting lime
10 contimioe the struggle,
i, Endeavour always to get the move in an

cased, ab least bo able io draw,

7. Loak well over the boand every time befors
moving—never freal Your opponeni’s game
with eonlempl.

B, Take every opportunily of playing with
botter players than yoursell, aud of leaking on
when woi players are engaged.

§. Bo modest when you win and good-
humowed when you lose.

Queenslander 24™ May,1890
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The Queenslander 28™ June, 1890

Mr. James Wyllie, the world's champlon,
many are aware, " noled for

u&'lﬂ' with which he
3;'-: o fresh game. - What
wonderfully quick method My, Wyllie has
placing hi= on tha board," romarked
player present ab the Melbourne Cluls the other
woek, l'.\nd.'h.lllrmllilu;:ﬂ s ha
m- Iumr]I|III| . -r:ihuil:

who & y was

perienn

15" March, 1890

Maitland Mercury 19" May, 1891
“Mr James Wyllie (the “Herd Laddie”) the Champion draughts player of the world, has
returned to the old country.”
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Bx F. @. Hovaxixsox, Boston, U.8.A.

(From the New York Clipper, 1855.)

The game of draugiits, to one wiio ean com-
prebend its deeper inysteries, is one of the
highest intellectual smusements. In my own
estimation it occupies the first place, and chess
owes its superior reputation to the complexity
of its manceuvres rather than its oppurtunities
for scientific play. But my intention is not to
write a panegyric on my favourite game, but to
narrate a most singular event, which made an
impression upon my mind which many years
have failed to efface.

At the time of this cocurrence I was about
20, and enthusmstically fond of draughta, in
which I had attained such proficiency as to
conquer all pla in my own New England
village. As victory over an old sea captain,
who alons ted my supremacy, determined
me to make a journey to England, and ocultivate
my talents undar the instructions of the London
masters. That I did not earry out this design
is owing to the following remarkable adven-
fure : —

A short time before my intended departare 1
was seated in an old country inn on one of the
dullest and rainiest days it was ever my fortune
tosee. I had been playing dranghts with mine
host, but found him such a mere tyro that
there was no sport in beating him. I therefore
dismissed him with a request * to seek the
lower regions, and lei me have some refresh-
ment.” [ was gratified by a bottle of very
tolerable port and some excellent fruit, and on
the departure of Mr. Snow proceeded to solve a
problem of Sturges's. DBut the old master of
draughts had constructed so difficult a position
that I could see no solution to it, although
sharpening my faculties by repeated draughts
(pun unintentional) of wine; and I scorned to
refer to the book for assistance, Suddenly,
happening to look uﬁ‘l perceived a tall old man
gazing apon me with an air of triumph.

Not the least obeisanos mnde he,

Not an instant stopped or stayed he,

But—
seated himsel! opposite me, and solved the
problem with a lew simple moves, viiering ine

A MIDNIGHT ENCOUNTER 4" October, 1890 The Queenslander
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the cholee of the men and the move. 1 looked
at him in some sarprize, and beheld a really
handsome man, althoagh such past the prime
of life, with n grave, stodicas swestness of look.
Hao tonehed the picces repeatedly, as il the eon-
tacl guve him pleasure. | moved 23 18, and
the stroggle commenced. The tirst gune oeda-
nearly an hour, for 1 was determined to
my bost against this strange antagonist, and
played with great deliberation. He maved
apparcatly without a moment's thought, bub
so skilfully that in several inslances-oply the
greatesl concentration of my . powerd enahled
me to save my game. AL Jebsth ehe folloe ing
position wis broughi sboul;
wmm

Mywall,
e EielR HFe
Heil &
IR
@

PLACK.

The Suranger.

BoLurion,
1T# 216 11 30 Bl N
Bl 1811 4 8 1611 14 8
1519 Wie 2016 9 1L 4
Hare, it my s burn, b attered
lhﬂ.-ﬂmwlnﬂuﬂ' e

EATE.
determined ml:lmu.ilurlﬂuml!

203



NLACE.
Tha Stranger.
Bouurion.
§298 9817 1511 1918 11 3
098 wH 16 7 a8 8
21 6 9 819 1811
B2 238 14 19 8 B 7

Here, sonaidering my npul-ntllg in kings, I

thought mysel! sare of vietory; but my rival,

umL as Immld, said mildly:

* You [oss, sir, in nine moves,”

And the nine moves followed, and aguin I
o suparior akill. I ssked the name of

e siranger.

# Joshun Btarges, friend, and farewell.”

Mr, J. Wyllis, charmpion dranghis plﬁlr.

mat all comars in the Drisbane Draughts Glub

HRooms on Batoriday |nninf;u Hs p fan
i ing one wilh

winning nine and F.
m. late of Charters Towers, who played
four gnmes in all with Mr. Wyllie,

Ii will ba inilrusli:j to lovers of dranghis
to loarn that Mr. Wyllie has received lrom
Chicago the artioles for & matoh ito be played
by him against Mr. James P. Read, of O .
for the champi ol the world, he
matah is 4o conuist of thirly games, the wing and
drnwn  to  eount, for o sinke of 8500
a slde, 3100 to be deposited by emch

st the time of signing arlioles.

he matches will be played secording
to standard roles, ma lald down in Janviem
Andsrson.  Mr. Wyllis is silowad $100 for
oxpanses, He will select seven openings, and
Mr. Reed eight, to be forwarded 1o the staks-
holder, Mr. A. J. Dunlap, draoghts aditor of
the Turf, Field, and Form, New York, ab laash
forty days befors the commencement ol tha
mateh.  Mr. Dunlap will post to each
piayer a liat of the opening selwoted thirky-
five days before the sommencement of the son.
test. Toe mubah is to beoommencad within sixiy
days alter Mr, Wyllie's mrrival in Amerion, snd
ontinued avery day, sxospt San: antil it ia

1890 — date not recorded

pontinned avary duy, except Sunday, dntil it i
finished. The sdinizsion money is o be divided
eguilly betwean Lhe players, nlter paying ex-
penees.  Toe games played ace to be thaewlu-
sive property of the winner of the mateh, Tae
fime rile i3 o be changel to do many moved
per hour, Db is understocd that Me. Wyllia
ine gooepled the articles, anl will Dorwaid bus
diopudit @i pneg,
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Dravanrs CuampioNsnie.—The series of
dranght coutests between Mr. J, Wyilie,
“the Herd Laddie,” and Mr. R. Mar,
champion of Queensland, were bronght to a
close at Mr. A. M'Nish Fraser's nuction rooms,
on Saturday night (says Monduy's Conrier)
before a large namber of spectators. When
play was left off on Thursday night, three
games remwined to be competed. The first
game, * Alma™ epening, in which Mr, Mur
took the black men, was drawn after twenty.
five minutes' play, aud the second, ** Dundee,”
Nr. Wyllie having the black, in forty-five
minvtes.  The players were thos on an equal
footing, and the coucluding game, which was
to decide the mateh, was watched with great
intercst, ‘The opening was again  ** Dundes,”
Mr. Mar having the Dlack men. The game
lasted seventy-five minutes, and was won by
the veteran, who accordingly lias secured
victury, though not a great one, over the
Queensland champion. Two matches have
becn played during Mr Wyllic's present visit
to Brisbane. The first consisted of twenty
ganes—Mar winning 5, Wyllie, 3, and 12
being drawn.  OF the twenty eight games in
the second mateh Wyllic won 5, Mar 2, and
21 were drawn; go that the * Herd Laddie,
has  secured &  victory by one game
ouly—Wyllie winning eight ganwes snd Mur
sevenm, nll  the others—thir y-three in
number —being draws. This is very satisfac-
tory from a loeal point of view, ns when these
two players previously met, out of a match of
cighteen games, Wyllie gained cight wins and
Mar culy one, nine be.ang draws. * The Ierd
Laddie ™ has ssked Mr. Mar to play avother
match with him before the former goes to
America to play R.ed, the chawpion of
America, for the championship of the world.
Mr. Wyllie, we are informed, is bighly pleased
at the trestment he has received in Brishane,
and also at the fairness and result of the
matches, Mr. Wyllie bas invitations to visit
Toowoowmba and Gywpie, When he returns
to Drisbane he will play all comers for o few
evenings,

No date - 1890
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Mr. James Wyllie, the world's champion
man aware, is noled ;:r the
can

ph{:l are
HMIII!EI nﬁﬂg with which

just his pioces for a fresh game. *What a
wonderfully quick method Mr. Wyllie has of
Mhhp.'ﬂﬂ on the board,"” remarked a
player present at the Melbourne Club the other
week., ** And what a remarkably quick style he

uhln.1m 's off "
m w ﬂm:r:nnpnﬁuh;

The Queenslander 15" March, 1890
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IN MEMORIAM.
wky smil
Al ot
The master he o' ilka wile
0 Dameh's checkered brod,

“THE HERD LADDIE.”

(From the Aberdeen *‘ Weekly Free Press.”)
That aul' Jeems Wyllla's deid.
Nae malr we'll sna his

That Death hath ca'd cor chief awa'—
Nae mair oor

" ' owre earth’ y
T e e urs s’y blg be
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draw in my book.”

His lns for the
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For ity years and mair,

A houschold w

__Mm“ﬁnmuam.

i

o
o~



The Queenslander 1* July 1899

Mr. James Wyl¥%e, the champion drsughts
R‘h,?-rﬂm'ﬂlm cymmen-~] & series of gam #
wich on uwiler th> auspicss «f
Ih h I"nu...rhh ub. Diring his stayheere
r th Messrs. (3. Allen W, B-iLF Bﬂj-te..ﬂ.
Dune,' Gurd o, W. Lewis, F, H. Mead, Wy
'L'H-Ih-nm ‘%hw shirras, ani Brown ﬂt&vm
winming Is gumes eXcept LW one ¢ T g
| drawn with Beli and Boyle. Mr. Wyllie has issuad
s challenge to play Read. of Amenca. for the
:-hnm uship of the world and » large stake, and
shoull it be a-c:pted he will start in _abat thres
| months; Hmttlh rohable he will take up hia
| pesidence in Quaeensland. He left Ipswich oa
| Welnes iay maorning.

The Week (Brisbane) 2" August, 1890
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Tue ** West Lothian Courler™
h'm.arhplil'm::l.llmufhﬂu very nltdh:;
e ¥ ut present
are draughts, chess, and back-
gammon, the antiquities of which
are in this order—draughts being
of the teat 5 Ename
“ was evidently well known to the
most  ancient ru:d of civilised
FEgvptians, for we find on a papyras
t:i}p.'; trom one of the oldest tombs,
and now pressrved in the wuseum
at l.ﬂrd-m. a pictorial representa-
tion of the gnme ; and a wall paint-
ing in the palace of the Pharaohs
at Thebes depicts Rameses—him,
protably, of the lsraelite oppres-
SH0n— y engaged in the study
of that a pastime. The

é%
i

I.  Backgammon, the youngest
of the ivio, was by the
m“:u— -mﬂ
Emmmw&mm
from two words in that language
meaning & little battle.”

Australasian 7" November, 1891

A great article by a Scot above. I wonder who? Nice to see chess back with Homer and H.J.R.
Murray would not be in favour of that. Ulysses? My heavens. And then William the Conqueror.
And Backgammon invented by the Welsh. The lovers of games were passionate.
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DRAUGHTS IN VICTORIA.

The twa follo were played sgainst
ithe champion the club :—
Gave No. 252.—Between Messrs, Wyllie
(Elack) and Mr, Ho:ken,
{Donble Corner,)
d4—14 25032 10=Id 11. W ti—15
29.. 18 E—11 18..11 2732 26.23
i— 9 23...18 =16 B 4 19-—=24
24,10 11-=16 24,20 8227 80.23
11—-13  27..%4 1— & 4. 58 12-14
1.1 le-=¥0  20..11 27— 8..12
5—-24 3228 14-17 1916 16519
25,19 a0—=27 2.14 2419 23..13
4— 5 3.2 8-=27 15.10 15-20
Elack wins,
Gauze 253, —PBetween Mr, Wyllie and Me, J,
Hosken,
Whyllie's move {The Switcher),
11=16 22..17 15=22 33.27 20-=23
21,17 13- .18 13- 24.19
9—13 ¥6..17 82— 6 30..20 25-2%
13-—22

25..31 1018 28,34 19...156

§—11 29..%5 6—9 14,9 29=
17..14 18=--20 37.23 b=14 31,.26
10—=17 25,,.18 9—-13 18.. 9 2B—N

21,14 1015 19...15 11-18  27...23
=10 34,19 4—8 23.1¢ 7-1l
White rezigna,

The Express (SA) 8" January, 1890
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DraveHaTs, —Mr. Wyllie, the herd
- hh;;;- beaten in o
ul'\!:fc:nrh TI;H -:hwdi-‘:; :u.l, who
is n?-.;'lith‘ ﬁm has travelled
nesarly aver Lens
thousands of ‘ththu'd
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Hamilton Spectator — 10™ May, 1887

Sydney Morning Herald — 6™ December, 1902

The Antiquity of the game - Mr John G. White of Cleveland, Ohio, USA, has proved to his
own satisfaction that draughts was not played before the 16" century, because no works on the
game earlier than those of the old Spanish masters can be found. On the other hand, Dr. W.
Flinders Petrie, in a review of the recently published Egyptian, “Book of the Dead” describes the
vignette heading one of the chapters as — “Hunifer going to and fro in the future world, and
playing draughts”.  This vignette is a facsimile of the Papyrus of Hunifer. Elsewhere, Dr.
Petrie refers to Hunifer “in the early X1X dynasty, thirteen hundred BC” will this new evidence
of the antiquity of draughts prove as unsatisfactory to Mr White as did the previous evidence of
Egyptologists?
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DRAUVGHTS ITEMS.

Tue TWENTY BEST LiviNG PRODLEMISTS,
{Exiract from th nm-l Diraughts

{l}DtTJ.Itv"l‘I-. ﬂ-?w

W. W. Avery,
had; (L) G- D. B h-. ('u
ﬁrw.l ?Dr?ﬁﬂhi

k’mu-hurg. ﬂ-uuh,w
Fﬂuhltﬂ.-,rm:ﬂ&rﬂ. %

now in A has renched hin 720 yoar,

in still hals and ﬂnﬂhh W ta
do battle with Amerioa’s champlon re of
tiis title, ** The Champion of the worll™ The
lhuip-hrﬂum for the veteran's indomit-
able plusk, and it is the sincere wish of all his old
f aud admirers that he may come out of
the encounter victorious, and return te oor
shores in trinmph ts rest bis well ewned
Inurels, The Lirerpeol Mercwry has brosched
the wlea of ge gp & testimonisl for the
bonefit of Mr. Wyllia and his illustricas op-
pou-nt, Mr. Robert Martins, and fizvs apon the
un.mul‘thl:hnphl aea fitting oppe: tasity.
The suggestion is & ﬁ one, abnid we hops to
-i:urrh:l out. match betwesn the two
veterans for & subseription purse 1o be divided
hthtpmu-tkn of two-thirds to the winoer
and one-thind to the lossr s the idea mootal
Now s the time to prepare for it —Deeds
Mercury.

Hamilton Spectator - 10" May, 1887
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RANDOM PAPERS,
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play wp bo usual ' lorm.”  Or il clber.
Toe storm without goes howling up the
wirret sl cufting the waylarers it passen, ard
iling the cwruers wilh foscy snow-drifts,
Lut it el enibances the comfort snd the
light of the cheery pariour.  Here the
yusiger brauches of the (amily are wsiching
wround the table whees the boase [sther sod
the slleat brother are waging mimlc war sl
the homely * dambeod,” se the boanl wes
then called.  The alder Amis the oddas of two
mieti Loo aevere @ handicap, sod siter & long |
aud gullant stroggle hin lasy pisce in driven
out ul the double corner and blocksl. Much
natami elativn o the youthiul congueror’s
beeast, and & mingled feellng of sdmintion
and resemtment throughoas the et of the
fnmily a% his having besn able to best
“imiber” sl sny wida  As | Jook oa these
pocrares, [ eay b tbe showman, Memory, put |
them away ioto the Jak sguin, for ost of
pearly all the faces the light of Hie has
gune, and most of the volcea nre silent lof |
ever, Yom, poi thems away Gl the next
e, When the beoding 68 comes, snd |
i

Wilh et ecrarads o the haart,

Aied niiies all Ve very laast

Ak Drmytis avke ol lide's sarier Pl

Let nal, Viarough o el

Theo wrwwmling sl bed Fl bl ™

Irranghta, ne & gumie, is nod, of courss, the

eyunl of chess, bul is s bumble handmaiden,
content with her circle ol lowly sdmirers

king's ransom in jewslled chess pleces for
the fingers of beauiy to toy with, and the
cunning hand and brain of the artist can be
tased 1o carve wnd adorn them fitngly. The
" man” of the drasghi-board s never other

you will, with chalk on &
the men with slices ol cork or
and the game can be played in
nn well sa in-doors  Such

bess It s owing toite grim
howmneliness that 14 is moe popuisr n Scot-
Isnd than anywhers elee.  For though Beot-

poditicn they ae all matter-of-laet redicals |
in religion, bacd hesded Poritans ; and jin

Fuur Formils Wia & jEst ane.

ol his droliest sesays, Flis includes Boobch-
men smong bin " imperfect sympathies ;
lral ha pever could have Jdone so had ha e
joyed the inestimable privilege of ‘s
wi' & droathy crosey™ liks Soutar Johanie
or Tam o Hhauter, md jo speak of
the grest Burns himsell, There are old men
present, snd one or two young ones, bul
the majority are middleaged, Nome dross
wind mpeak like pentlemen, and others
huwe Ve garb amd mien ol estics or ourriers,
The latter are tol oonres of rude ol speech,
however, and ms the smoke from their black
rlay pipes mingles with the mom Imgrant
weraths sscending (rom s Manila cherowt or
tail lavoured Havannah, so do they hare
masioasly [ralernise with their richer

more prospersgs clib malen  Bo tres i e
that while the bosiness of this lile wnds 1o
divele wa and make sa selliah, solatad
unity, each of 18 gumes makes nil who love
that game brothere  There are, an ] said,
atoal (wenly members present, bet only

O

wme boand is encaged, snd deonnd 1 Lhe
rommaon [nkerest ls oontrel  Une of the
players s & welldmsssl young man with &

:

Iiaenele monmtache which be pulis and
istween the moves The other is mn
man, who looks more like &
anybody elee in ihe room. A dar
tweed coat of mo particalar cul or
vovers all of bim thai appsars above the

it

hie yoathisl sstagonist completely bors de
combat.  He woan old man, bol in the reddy
countenance and Lig squire bead snd qubet
grey oyva there wre exisni signe of health
amil strength which are very impressive. The
vonog man s sncoeedel by other players,
amdd they all sufler the same fair, some
geiting toe Enishing stroke in & couple of
minutes. and clhers muiniaining e Sseqel
fight for & yoarter ol an hous, They coms
and go, but the old gentleman slia serene,
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|ﬁ.r.hl. for & GUATLET O AN LGOS CLDAY Come

anid go, bt the ol gentleman sl ssrene,
and motlonless, and almost soondiess, and
every eye is bent on him with ifereasing
penpent and ndmiration, ss he phlegmntionlly
[ pulishes  off 7 each  (resh  amtegonist
| As yom jook on him you cosse o e
| yard him na n shabbily-dessed man, nay,
| himgnrmenta have beosme for youspiritonlised
into pymbeds sod typea b yon for evermor
of genins and mastery in this pactienisr
gume of draughts, 1 yod know nothing
|ui the game you listen calmly when
a lusling member ol the olob  tells
yon that the ol pentleman s Mr
dumes Wyllie, tha Lerd Laddie. et of
| yom have ever enjoyel the triwmph ol
" gotting & mon crowned,” you will renognise
i him the reduubtable draaghts champion of
the world, wha, in & protessional career of
wyer B0 years, haa never lost o single match,
or mel an opponent who cume within even
mansurable distance of him,

My nequniniance with the game was only
that of the boy who plars witheat book and
trosts very mach o ek, and whils | sm
walching Mr, Wyllio, the leading member
whi has kindly placed himesll 0t my service
wlplﬁulllll.mlﬂlﬁh'uu.ﬂlli
expresaion e permisible. | lsam for the
| fiewt time that thers are wal books on the
gume, nnd that the grest authority ls Andrew
| Anderson, who reigned suprens Ll she Herl

Laaddis sverihrew bim. Thore are openings
| im it just ne 0 chess, and they wre known by
| morh pames o the * Aymhire Lassie,” the
Fi Dundee,” the " Kelwo," the * Fife," the

" Ridinburgh,”  tha ** Defiance,” and the

luhimﬂ

and suid, " Not quite su long.  Some games
take an hour, but the wajocity are decided
within the gunrier,”

At thin stage voe of tha victims rdelally
snrvers his last foor men pinned inextricably
by two of the champioa’s, and says, with
migh,'* Aye, they re desd—dend s & door-nail,
Come on, Scott, and let's see hoo ¥2 can
tackie hio, " Mr Scott s & wll, grave man,
®ho, alter modest!y demurring for 8 minote,
tukes the victim's chair, aod bands uver to
the champioa & suilllng. This s the oniy
tall which the king of the game takes from |
his subjects, snd ws be (8 oub 8 pich man, no
e cun surely grodge it The simple way in

LA, AN N T B LR B LS RARmy Bt

o can surely grodge it The simple way in
which the money la recelved and pocketel in
In keeping with the homely charurter of the
gume wnd ila unpretanding surrcundings
Auy other champlon would have disguised
the trapsacion, or had it earried on by
depoty ; Lut bere the unsophistication wis
charming, because patural ' lt's & braw
new one, fresh frae the ming"™ says some-
one, but the old man hears not, foe he s
almost totally desl Lieainess is n mislorione
0 most men, but o Mr. Wyllie it s n
blessing in disguise. To it he owes powsms
of concentration which be might not other-
wise possess, and i it may be acribed like-
wise the fnrawny, abewacted look of his
meditative face. Mr, Boowt plays & good
gume, bat, of course, v defented, nnd another
shilling is pussed acroes the table. ** Anither
new cne,” Lawla the previous speaker, and
the words this lime sre apparently wnder-
wiood, for the champion's [ar-away eyes
glenm keonly out upon we, and be gives ulter.
unce tou low checkle, Afler Mr Scutt bas

| bernt again besten, n member ob the club

bwging m ymme with wn opening oalled the
" twcond Donbls Corner.”  He was pluying
carelally and well, and bad apparcotly as
sirong & position aa his opponent, when all
ot inee e game collapsed and be retired,
sy, ' That last move was an oversight
I didn't mean ic"  Suoe of thoss arcund
believe that up to the laml move
he had ms gl » gume sa the cham-
pdon, and one daring yomng man suc-

cceeds in making the champion wndersiand

thiat bhe is resdy o take op the gume aa it
stond betore the blunder was made The
meh had been placed in their regular filea in
unbruken army before the propositiom coulid
b grusped, and it wan marveilons 1o see with

| what rapidity be wrranged them in the com- |

plicated position they hed sssumed st the
end of the last game.  *' lHe's goun to Leat
me poo,"” said the old man, with a gool-
bumonred wmile, sa the piny commenced |
but this gamwe collspsed very muoch in the
samy Inshion, and insboul the same number
ol moven, ns the previcms one. The last
player explained bis defent vhus:—*" 1 waa
frightened o go into six for fewr he would
got into fifvesn ;™ and thowgh bis words wers
& dark saying and & hopelesa riddie for me,
they wers doubtiess full of mesning o the
players arvand him. The best game of
the night was played by & =il  young
pentieman, with & bead slmoss ss sqoare
aodl s powerial as his opponent’s The
champion having begun with the opening
krntwn as the *° Ayrshirs Lase,” scmsecns
snicd, ** b, yer an awin' man for the lasses,
Mr. Wyllie,” aml there woa general langhter.
The play lasts for about 3 minoes, sod
pothiog i heard bt the click of the men us
they are swept from the boand or moved from
wijuare to square, My friend whispers 0 me,
1 played the champion the same gume the
other miternoon, sod the moves on both
sides are kdeuticil.  He oeght 10 make
deaw "  Thete in & consensus of opiolen
that it shoold be o draw, snd sil sre s little
excited except the champlon. lIle w denler
than ever, and bis eyes are farther away, so
that he in the only one who knows not that
while the gume s procesding & young artist
mamber is making s highly Gniabed poctrait-
sketch ol his f(eatures. Alver about o
qoarter of an howr's p!l‘, however, the
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of mn hour's pln-m. the
in brokén and onii O AT Bl
knowing nfs” perorive that ithe game
loat, and such peecsn of advics s
given—""¥o should na’ have played
IR"  "Aye, that 1T o L6 wes bad
ias 18 wad have been betier. * ' Aye,
i & wod bave been ol use wee.  1le's gist
i for eaw.”
i tha room shortly belore 10, the
being & oervous yowih who
fingers 1l ihe joints crackesd,
Lim bair il it became guite
amaky arcand his troabled boow, The
champlon was &liting as serens and seli.
contained as ever, and the lmpresalon he
me wad distinctly & lavoursble one,
l;ﬁ hms ot wilbenoe hﬂ-n‘pr;rr-l
poris s goiden "7 Hem
y bul mEithier were auch (T
and Usisot dandien.  The latier
*Itke & smsll shopheeper,” anil
aving soorpied s Hopal iuvitat on
‘hasemn o FEu, sreoved s
Y paser, u "decks,” and
Legion_ul Ilunun
@ fea e, LI 1]
|I i Lres hilulli:
bis irrvent sdmirers ol tbhe Mal-
bourns Drsaghis Cleh,  Theur sdmiraibon =
il PN & Mﬁ;ll*: uummhl_mu.m
‘F‘l‘- -mhl]'. o ijurAe L:I.‘l'h‘ l'ﬂdl.
* that lnnt.l’r 1||n1pll|uhlp. Ijlnll that -—.ri
ever meani by herv-worship, lives perenini
im the human busom, snd wailesven o Uiese
dead daps valy fuor cocason to uniokd n wnd
inspire sll men with i, siel agsin mwake L
world slive.”
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The Champion Dranghts Player.

Ow Fridsy night, at 1hs Desughta Club
Rooma, Mah-r's Oufé, Boarke-strest, Mr
Wylils (the ** Herd Laddia"), the ehampion
draughte player of the worid, was weloomead
to Atsiralia, he bavioy arrived thet morping
by the frizade Ahoge fifty wu=ts, anm-
prisiog wembere of the Iraughta Club and
ueh-ra, sat down, with Mr C. P-H'r"uq
ar rhairman. Tre toaer of the syeulng,
SWelome 1o the Ch«mpr " wag p---n-m-d
by Mr. Gikaon, sod beartiy drachk. Tame-
dintely roilow oe, « nur-e of sovercicus was
prescnted tv Mr Wyilie by Mr Marshall,
the president of 'he glub  In duing s, he
wpoke uf the recipiant as o man ' honest and
trum, oue agsinst whom thers had pever
been brearhed 1he fuinces breath of trickery
end fraul ™ Mr, Wyllis replind in & fow
briat, fecling soutengss  Altagether 4.
retiion wae very sooneseful, Mr Eerr (ni
H dstead wnd K #+) han, throngh Me. © 8.
Paterson, presented the club with £5, 4 be
played for, Mr Wyliic bas played the follow.
g psmesi—Saturday —Mr. Jamed Pater.
sin, foar gumes, wioning them all; M
Hutch sug, foor games, wirving "wo, drae-
ing twy: Me. Fred Brown, four games,
winsiug thres, drawing one; Mer Osmond,
four sam v, witiolog all; Mr. H Gibeu,
four gum-+ wiouing twa, two being drawn.
M nday—Mr Tydeman, four games, wig.
ning \bree, drawing ome; Mr. ©C Bouts,
fiur games winning thres, drawing ome.
Toeseday—Mr. A. Peryuson, four pames,
winging all; Mr. T. Esston, four games,
winviog all ; Mr J. Tydeman, four games,
winviog all; Mr. Stewart, four wames,
winsiuyg oll; Mr J. Willismson, four gemes,
winning all. Baveral important matehes
will be played to-night end Thursday alter.
nonm.

The Argus 25" May, 1887

Wiitle Lhe BpOrta wWerd prooreding n
draught competition was being watched with
ipterest in the pavilion, Me J. Wyllie, ** The

Laddie,” and rhampion dreughtes player
of the world, was pitted againsi all comers
un condition that the one who made the best
scoreagainat the champion sbould receive the
#t. Louis Lager Beer ‘Iroply, presentedoy Me,
Jamed Macdougall and Co | of Queen-streel
T'wo games each were played Ly Mr James
Munro, M.L A, Miss Munro, and Messia, J,
Patteraon, J. Brown, F. Brown, A, Ferguson,
and 1. Easton, nil of which, with the ex.

ol one game drawn with Mr, Patter-
won, were won Ly Me. Wyllie.  The next best

to Mr. Patterson’s draw on the part ol

amatears was one played by Mr F,
Brown, who for a long time was slmost on
even lerma with the chuumpion, bot Me
Wyllie then desarted book rules of the game

and eaaily dispused of bis oppouent

Sportsman (Melbourne) 20" April, 1887
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Mr. Jumes Wyllie, the champion deanghts
player;, visited Clare on Wednesday, and in
the evening met 18 local enthusiasts, including
a black tracker named Jimmy, in the Institute.
Twenty games were contested, 18 bei
simultanecns, of which Mr. Wyllie won al
but one, which was drawn with My Odgrrs,
manager of the Xational Bank, The champion

-atly enjoyed his trip, the weather being

antiful,  Several farmers drove 20 miles to
ait oppo=ite to him over a draught-board and
had to go back to their homes immediately after
the pames were over 2o as to start sesding
ﬂ}r:.—ratim agam in the morning. Had not
the agriculturists been so busy two or threas
day= might profitably bav. been spent in Clare,
as Many persons Were anxious to try con-
clusions with the famous Herd Laddie. On
Friday Mr, Wyllie met the Norwood Club
and tackled 18 experienced men simultaneously.
Some stubbornly contested ?mea were la.yng,
vy o+ lwing ecored by Messps, R, Taylor,
V. Walkley, and P. Lester. Mr. Wyiiie fe-
sushitl that Mr, Kerr's game should have
Leen a win for tuat geptleman, but an unfor-
tunate blunder turned it into a defeat. On
saturday at Port Adelaide 17 players wepa pre-
sent, draws be‘icn‘_g obtained by Messra, W. Smith
and A. W. Walkley, while three games un-
finished would probably also have ended in
draws. The players wera Messr=. D. Smith,
J. Hanten, and T. L. Sykes, and there was no
time to complete in either ease.  Altogether
Mr. Wyllie has played this season in Sguth
Auctralia T43 pames, of which he has lost five,
dravn 91, and won G47. The champion has
thmwghg enjoyed his visit to this colony
and is opinion that the average shility of
the local players is ter than m any other
sountry south of the line. Being asked whether
he was likely to come to Australin again, Mr,
Wrllie said he hopes to do s0 inabout two

ears’ time if continued health 1s granted him.

1 the meantime he will ight for the champion-
<hip of the world with Mr, Reed, of America

Express SA 4™ May, 1891
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SA Advertiser 23™ October, 1888

Tue CHasrion Deivour PLATER—
Mr. James Wyllie, the champion desught
playsr of the world, since his arrival in
Melbourne has played a large number of
pames, On Baturday afternoon, at the
rooma of the Melbourne Draughta Club, he
Ehﬂd 20 games, most of his opponents

eing considered the strongest players in
Melbourne, including Mr. James Paterson,
the champion of Anstralis. The * Herd
Laddie" sustained his paputation, winning
15 games, the remainiog five being drawn.
Mr. Wyllis commenced his career ns n
public demughta player when he was 16

ears of age by making & tour throngh

is native country (Scotland), when
he defeated all his opponenta with
the exeeption of Andrew Anderson,
who was the champion at that
time. After severnl efforts he succeeded
in wresting the championship from Ander-
aon 30 years ago, sud has retained it ever
singe, although he has played over 40
champion matches since that time. He
considers that Anderson waa the strongest
0 nt he ever met. After defeating all
his sdversaries in Great DBritain he paid
A visit to the United States about 14 years
ago, and his presence there gave a great
stimulus to the game. Beven yoars ago he
again visited America, and vanquished all
the principal players who were brought
againat him.  Mr, Wyllie during hia stay
in Melbourne will play 100 games against
the membars of the club, and will alsogive
puablic exhibitions of his skill. He intends
making & tour round the coloniss belfore
returning to England.

Launceston Examiner 20" April, 1887
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Mercury 19" March, 1891

ARRANGEMENTS having been made by
& number of geutiemen on {I{;lw for m
series of matobes with Mr, IHe, the
Herd Laddie, cinmpion draught player
of the world, communication was oed
up by our Gympie friends with the Mayor
to ascertaln whethar mateches could nnt
slsn be arranged hetween players in
Marybnrough and Mr. Wyllle while that
velersn was pgssiugthrough, Mr, Siapart
hae hapded the letter to the wecretary of
the Hahool of Aris, snd we have no doobl
the committes of that institotion wiil
arrange for » bumber nf gamesa to be
Inyed, At present Mr, Wylie i= en
u & conlest with Mr, Mar, of Brisbane,
and the games are being watohed with
greal esguriess, (he Herd Laddie an tar
haviog out iitle the sdvantage of his
oppoeaeal,

Maryborough Chronicle 1* September, 1890
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Mr, James Wyllie resumed on Wednesday at
the Caledoniau Hall his draughts matches
with local players, who were specially well
represened in the evening, Ouf of 22 games
oy Bt S Sl R
other two were adj promise to
Le draws, There were peveral noteworthy
features in the play on Wednesday evening,
Mr. lellie a8 usual divided his attention among
geveral opponeate at once, apd one effect of
Lie was rather curious, It is not uvnusual to
s=¢ identical moves carried on simnltsneounsly to
an advanced stage mpon diflerent boards,
but on Wednesday two players, NMlesars,
Msckintosh and Walker, whose games ware
opened on the basis of the ** Old Fourteenth,”
adopfed precisely the same moves till their
pieces were reduced to four each, and occupi:d
a porition which is given by i_ndetuun a% a
draw, These are the games which have besn
aljoorped, Mr, Wyllie having taken his op-
penents past the book in the expectaticn that,
t'uown upon their own resounrces, they will be
deleated, Mr, Lester contributed o.e of
the draws achieved, and Mr, Hogg
the other, the games being respeclively
the *Single Corner” and the “ Paisley,” Mz,
Lester fought hard to avert defeat, as did Mr,
Hogg, who missed a win under ourious circum-
stauces, He possessed a msn more than Mr,
Wyllie in the critical stage of the game, which
really was & ion of the position in the
game which Mr. Higginbottom lost on the
ing night of the matches. Mr, Hogg,
knowipg the position by beart, made a
slip, of which champion took advantags,
snd ipstead of the expected win a draw was
the result, Altogether 811 games bave been
played, with 26 drawe. The * Herd Laddie’s"
season in Adelaide will close to-night.

Express (SA) 18" October, 1888
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Southern Queensland Bulletin 27" September, 1890

“It is reported that Wyllie is coming to play the Champion draught player of Nerang.
This would cause some stir.”

Camperdown Chronicle (Vic) 20™ July, 1887

“Mr James Wyllie (the Herd Laddie) the champion draughts player of the world is to give an
exhibition of his skill at Colac to-morrow. Several lovers of the game from Camperdown
district intend to be present to witness the games in which Wyllie may take part.”
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DriAvonts. —On Friday evening last Mr,
Wyllie—famous under the name of the *“ Herd
Laddie "—visited Mount Barker at the invi-
tation of local enthusiasts in order to show
his skill as » dranght player. He was accoms
panied by Mr, Hanton, President of the Nor-
wood draught club, who during the course
of the evening contested several games with
him. The great hall of the institute was the

scene of the tournament, inning at
7 o'clock and endi at “l'-:hfﬁb&? or sixty

persons paid for admission, snd during the
svening thirty games were got through, all of
them resulting in wins for the champion, who
lays it down as a principle to act with as
much eaotion against a new beginneras witha
known crack. Seven or eight games were in
together, Mr. Wyllic passing up and
down on the opposite side of the table to the
players and moving on each board in succes-
sion, and therefore the opening of the battle
was rather slow. When, however, matters
had sufliciently progressed and the Herd
Laddie said “ Play this yane oot,” some bril-
liant moves \::u H O[!;o player, who had
six picces to Mr. Wyllie's four was surprised at
finding three of them blocked by one man,
while each of the others was so placed that it
could not move without being taken. Another
yer making some remark about * mann-
ing ™ when his opponent had one the best of
him, Mr. Wyllie said “I'll give you two men
for nothing and then beat you.” Sure
enough he did so, and the disaffected one,
who had played a very good game, found a
king and a man blocked in the double corner
by one king. Althongh no draw was eredited
to Mount Barker the visit of Mr. Wyllie will
do much to stimulate draught playing, and
should lead to the formation of a strong club,
The gentlemen who brought him up were put
hlﬂl‘lﬂn nse, and their receipts
smounted to a Iinwom half that sum,

Mount Barker Courier 26™ October, 1888
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By our business columns it will be notics
thﬂif Mr. James Wyllie (the “ Herd Laddie,")
the acknowledged champion draughte
of the world, will play a series of exhi
matches atthe Bchool of Arts, the first taking
place to-morrow evening against three
strongest players that Gympie can
vach g::ﬂ testing three games with
champion, Arrangements are also
made, in fact may be said to be
for Mr, Wyllie's appearance each Mﬁ
to meet all comers who may desireto test
skill and acquire a few wrinkles in thla'l;
of which he is such nm::mter{lm N
llL" 3 . .'

linite particulars on ambeol*

looking

3

announced until Sat . Local

ists,” we understand, have been it
forward with keen expectation to this o
and no doubt it will result in giving &
cided impetus to the practice of the gun%
A very moderate ission
shilling each evening, or 2s. 6d. for the whole
series of matches—will be made to Hﬂg
the expenses of getting the champion
coine to Gywmpie,

Gympie Times 4™ September, 1890

Mr, Jawms WryLLie, the " Herd

Liaddie" guamulon dranghts player of the

world, arrived by the Barwah

He visita this distriet at the Invitation of

the Gympis Draughta Club snd Pll‘lhl|
®

series of matehes in (hat towa.

Marybornugh Bohool of Arte’ committee
are also arrangiog for th’m' to give

a dlaplay of his sgill ln t

s lown.

Maryborough Chronicle 5" September, 1890
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s game which is a favorite amongst the Scotch.
He beat all opponents, and go marvellous was his
akill in this ar game that he was simply
unaj . It certainly is wonderful that a
man for s0 many sun '

position as & draught er in a country
where there are so many in the game,
and that he is entitled to *‘champion

was & fair attendanee, the champion ed
Messrs. Casey, Fegan, Wood, Storey, ;
Morkham and Jones, and ddummdrﬁl
opponents. He will play agsin this afternoon and

Bendigo Advertiser 4™ August, 1887
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A meeting was held at the Royal Derby
Hotel on Friday evening last for the purpose
of forming a Draugits and Chess Club ia
Fitzeny.  About 30 gentlemen wern preseut,
including the well known champions, Messrs
Pattorson and Browne. A st of rules wers
drawn up and adopted, and the following
gentlanen were elected office bearors for the
ensuing year;—Cr Holden, J.P., president ;
Mr Houswn, nm([:rmidenl: Me Joseph
Cody, treasurer ¢+ Mr Corrigan, seceetary ; and
Mosars Beard, Smith and Browne, members
of commitire, It was deciied that the clab
hold 1ta mectings every Monday and Thurs-
fday at the Royal Derby Hotel. Next Thnres.
day 1 the first night appointed for Lo,
wien it will be given a good start by Mr James
Wyllie, the champion draught player of the
world, who will be In attendance o weet all
COLNTE,

The Herald 26" June, 1889

Jiny s,
Mr. Wyllie, the ehampion drangits player,
has becn paying a visit to Ipswich during the
t couple of days at the invitation of the
al draughts elub., Several players tried
their ekill with him, but none of thom were
able to win a game. The following are the
results of the matches:—G. Allen, played 6,
lost 6; W. Bell, played 6 lost 5, drew 1; F.
Boyle, played 6, lost 5, drew 1: M. J. Deane,
layed 2, lost 2; W. Gordon, ﬂs{rﬂ 2, lost 2
V. Lewis, played 6, lost 6; F. H. Mead, Ei:l,vm{
4, lost 4; W, Oldbam, played 6, lost 6; R. 'W.
Shirras, played 2, lost 2; and Brown, played
6, lost 6. I\ﬂ Wyllie, I understand, is swaiting
A& reply to a challenge he has sent to the
American champion to play for a large stake
and the championship of the world. Should
his challenge not be accepted, it is Mr. Wyllie's
intention to take up his abode permanently in
Queensland,

Queenslander 2 August 1890

DraveETS.—~0n Wednesday last Mr, '
Wiyllie,the Obampion Draught Playerof the |
 World, accompanied by Mr Hanton, visited '

Olare. In tbe eveniig bhe played several of
/the local players simultsneously in the !

( lnstitate Iall, there being a guod concour-e
of peuple pressut to witness the play. The
‘ champion was introduced to the spectators
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80d players by Ilr. Bain, who in a fow
introductory remarks expressed the picasure
be bad in seeing Mr. Wyllie that evening,
Play then commenced, and the tide of
defeat set in for all the players except Mr.
Hodge, whosuceeeded in getting ncreditable
draw, and who was loudly applanded by
the mssembly on the resolt of his game,
Oune or two of the other players made some
good attempts, but one after anather bad to
smccumb in the end to Mr. Wyllie. The
total number of games played during the
svening was 22, Mr. Wyllie winning 21 and
drawing one. Mr. Wyllie’s visit should
bave the effect of awakening the snergies
of the drasught players of the peighbor-
bhood, and induce them to resuscita'e the
old club, as draughts isa a very pleasant
game for the long winter evenings.

Northern Argus 1% May, 1891
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tach o in Adelaida il Mr Wrllis
wl:m-ghl,m nvita
tion Mt .-‘-ﬁr_hﬂ
s mesng w-m
nhldh:ltthﬂtltl- from the
“Heord Laddia" The we ooder-
Mh-ﬂdhm‘?h—ﬂh
for coe sod no

5
|
I

rapged
mnmw—. Mr. W
'hﬁ"'m-..l:“" aad
to exbhacst the of the guma. Bl
be ssseris, the gume sdmits of moch that is
pew io learn, and while in New Zsmland he
wrols—"0ld s | am [ improved in Dunedin, *
The New Zealwnd include some of Lhe
being Mz, 3 P, Bell, of y
r. J. P. -
well, of and Mr. Mcllwick, of
oo gy B g~ o L
s aved] &
truly extrsordinery record im New Zealand
Of 5018 pemes, which wss the total
tium ber he lost ocaly 7, nad
drew South Australis may aleo
boast ol wery skillul plagers, sad it will
be ioteresling 10 mols whal amount of
rupoem Lhey may achisve sgmiost Lbs world's
champion, Muoch interret has lalaly besn
hl--.ﬂ-ﬂl—l_nmm
I
tourney which opsss in Malboures st the sad
Hhmﬂﬂ.-h!:nﬂﬁh-u—
every ciher eapital ip the groap.
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SA Advertiser 2" October, 1888

Daivumrs.—By riferepes ta cur ad prthing
columns it will be scen that the champion Jraught-
Eil:jrrn:i the world (Mr. James Wyllte) will give

first exhibaism of draughts in the ahess-room
:!thu._ Mechanics® Institote, st three
clock this afternoon, Lo his Grst game he will

Mr: Grabiam, of Ahle €ty oes of Cht
¥ St whi Tl Gt

best playors in Vietunia,
lh'l:ﬂfﬁ'l'l-l'-h Professor Anderson, the ** Wisard of
the North,™ in ¢ Wl game i

: A splend
anticipated, and 1t s expected there will be & large
uuml.nnun throughout the -Ihm-uu: aand r:mir.z.

Bendigo Advertiser 3" August, 1887

CoaupioN DravGuTS,~The local knights
of the “dambrod " have been espressing a
desire to see "“the Ilerd Laddie” the
champion draughts player of the world, give
an exhibition of his skill in Toowcomba. At
tho instance of the Clicss Clab of the School
of Arts, the secretary has written to the
secretary of the Brisbane Draughts Club asto
terms &¢. The nnswer, which was received
yesterday, states that Mr. Wyllie is willing to
come after playing bis return match with Mr.
Mar, and the terms aro so reasonable that no
difiicolty shonld be found wbout them. A
meeting will therefore be convenwl for
Tuesday evening at the School of Aris to
arrange matiers. Mr. Wyllis comes this way,
at all ovonts, after the retura match, on Lis
way sosth 1le is engaged to play the
champion of Awerica in New York for a £100
a side, Mr, Mar is the only man who has
ever succoeded in lowering the Herd Laddie's
colours in a regular match, and the Iatter
doesn’t believe in going away without retriey-
ing his laurels,

Darling Downs Gazette 26™ July, 1890

“I'he Hord Laddie,” na Mr James Wyllie, .I"]"
aeclebrated deaughta player is oulied, will winlt
Dacchun darsh on Mondny, ‘Tavaday, nod Wednes-
day nest, aod will boeld recopticns in the lurgo
room at the Border Tun. Mo deubt his eountrywen
sod other ndimivers of tho guwe of witlsh lie in the
shampion player, will be gind to have the oppor:
tunity of meeting him.

Bacchus Marsh Express 4™ June,1887
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We have received a copy of the Draught
Players’ Manual, & new work, the first of s
kind published in these colonies. The wark
has beco supervised Ly Mr Wyllle champion
of the wurld, snd for admirers of the game of
draughts, & cheaper and better bouk s nut
available.

The Herald (Vic) 6™ January, 1891

faverably with that of M z,-ut..a.
wi t / nod
abou!ld ﬁ.r i

twice beaten in New Z- sad ooly coce 1
Victoria the progortion of draws to losses was
mrn&h“hhhhmmu.

l&q even ordinary players. Mr, Broad thought

i
i
4

drew one on Baturday sud ssother ca
Mouday. m‘w Seuth, of Glaoville, must
be credited with & precisely similar record.
The other draws on Mondsy were achisveq by
Mesers. J. Hogg, P. E  Lester, and C, Cordt.
The srrapg: men regard to the conduct of

he lormerly suffered throagh tus
crowdirg of the onlookers, who appear to grow
more puterous daily,

SA Advertiser 9" October, 1888
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Wy ilie wu-l.uq.hlr delighted with his viait to
this town, bears cub the statement that
the luesl playsrs have improved conside ably
s uos his poevious vielk o lpawch. Me G
Aliem (in uoavuidable abeenuae ul the seore
tiry) wok oobes of the prooesdings, sod, by 1 #
enurygy aod o artesy, cvatributed mach w bhe
swoo.ss of the affir, Mr, Wyllis bas, we
sadureiand, sent o challeage 1o Mr. Reeu (the
ghampion of Ame:.oa , furs large stake aud the
ghamponsnip of the worll, sud, should thia be
acoupwed, bo will leave for that coustry 10
sbout three moutne' bme. Il o bters caoout
ue wrranged fur & match with the Amerioan,
Mr, Wyilie ia 00 pleased with the cimate of
Quvondand that he bas some idoa of remaniog
w the culony,
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Queensland Times 31* July, 1890

DravcHTs. —Mr. Wyllie, the champion draught
layer, continued his exhibition yesterday at the
Mechapics' Institute, There was a very good at-
tendance. He met several of the best players from
Golden-square, but as usual they were all de-
feated. o-mght Messrs. Fegan and Milroy play
the champion, and as this is the last’ night ¢t
should be a attendance. We omitted to
mention that on Wednesday Mr. Fegan made a
draw of one of the games with him.

Bendigo Advertiser 6™ August, 1887

Mr. Wyllie, the champion draughts
player, recently visited Mount Barker. The
local paper eays:—Seven or n"?h: games
were in progress together, Mr. Wyllie pass-
ing up snd down on the opposite side of the
table to the players and moving on esch
board in succession, and therefore the open-
ing of the battle was rather slow. When,
however, matters had sufficiently progressed
and the Herd Laddie said * Play this ysne
oot,’” some brilliant moves were seen. One
player, who had six pieces to Mr. Wyllie's
four was surprised at finding three of them
blocked by one man, while each of the
others was so placed that it could not move
without being taken. Another player
making some remark about * manning”
when his opponent had one the best of him,
Mr, Wyllie said “ I'll give you two men for
pothing and then beat you.” Sure enough
he did so, and the di ted one, who had
played a very good game, found a king and
a man blocked in the double corner by one

king.

Northern Argus 30" October, 1888
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SA Weekly Chronicle 29" September, 1888

Mr. Wyllie resumed hisdraughts matches on
eeday »t the Caledomian Hall, phnng
sitogether 19 games, all of which he woa
the exception of two which were drawa, beisg
"' siogle cotner " games, p by Me, P E.

i
this colony is far superior to that of ﬂg
colomies which Mr. Wyllie has visited. At the
glore of the procesdings

solved otbers submitted by.i:‘fll players,
It is rather remarkatle unlike the great
Martin, whore defeat by ker was attrni-
buted to_too heavy a straio om hq.shruau
vanced

when he commences, To -nnu- mll
witness the close of his season in Adelaile,

but MMr. W:llua entertaine the hope of some
day revisiting South Australia,

SA Advertiser 17" October, 1888
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~ The cLampion draughts player of the wor
Mr, Jaa, Wyllie, will begip his exhit
m:&he; E:: E.dgrlnid- 'Hui :Tmni“' when
nayor . Bamith attend
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beem & grest revival of the game
cesughta m  Adelaide during the
yesr or 80, no doubt great
tsken in the matches, and the
power possessed by the ' Herd Laddie
provide more thap amusement f
cootest with him as well as those who sre
locking on.

The adi ertisements with reference (0 amusements
sprear ou the second paze.

Alexander Blondin will perform lo the P
Norwood, this eveniog i

E‘
Eggfiaf

SA Advertiser 3" October, 1888

l Ua Ssturday afternoon and evening Mr,
Wyllie, tae shampion draaght player, go
s inal exhibitions of skill ia the Mechanic
| Imstitate classroom, the local lovers of it
gams iwiog preseat in large sambers—som
to ormpete with ihe veleran sad others
watch the progress of the malcher Hom
ol the best Ueloag playsrs wers presss!
but though Mr Wy llie took pait in seventor
gawes in the alteivoca, sad twelve in th
eveniog, be war Lhrongboat smcorselul, ne
even makiong s single drw, Ong ol 1h
most sxgiling coctests in the eveuing wa
that in which he was pitted ageinst M
J. Swan. The game lasied tweuly fin
misut «, and the champinn wee placed inl
vory cloas guamibsrn mpoa oo of Lwo oeges
wione.

Geelong Advertiser 27" June, 1887
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Mr. James Wyllie, the champion dranght
E'n;tr of the world, returped to Melbourm
New Zsaland by the Wairarapa, after .
most soccessful toar of twelve montha, Hi
has played 5036 games, winoiog 4818, losi
seven, and mueking 200 draws. He ioten
remdining in Victoria until after the Centsn:
wial Dragebts Tournament, which will tak:

Albury Banner 7" September, 1888

Mr. Wyllie, the shampi ta g
closed h.i:m in meﬁm
eve , baviog played since his arrival no

H_

excellsnt game. matohes may be described
T intense intereat having bhean
manifestad by local players, who have more or

marsh, snd Tuesday st Port Adelaide, aud
will leave for Melbourne on Wedaeaday,

SA Advertiser 19" October, 1888
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DRAUGHT NKOTES.
journed meeting of draughts
tnmg! the guestion of thnr:::!ﬁlﬁuplﬁ.m
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in that colony, has besn received, in hs
o:p_nt:%l,thlthmh:hmru:
challenge dney ones either by telegrsp
or across bthe board. He epteriaines s proba-
bility that the former wonld not coms off second
best. Mr. Illingworth, under his nom de

of “Bater's Friend,” haa |ately ed &

;
P
i
g
g
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Malbourne :—"* Sir—During my stay in
lside I wus always bandsomely trasded

tha
drsughts- of Adelaide and surronndin
coumtry. tell Me. that the pn:

he won of me was very wall ed, You

gelf also played very well I have no doohé
that the Adelside dranghts will win
mors ihan one from me pext time I
vigit their city.—Yours truly, Jauxs WrrLix,
Champion Diranghts player of the World."

SA Weekly Chronicle 17" November, 1888
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MiL WYLLIE'S AUNTHALIAN HECORD.

Me., James Wyllie, who i the champion
iranghts player of the world, but is better |
known ss the ** Herd Ladidie,” was born in
Edinburgh { “eotland) i Julr, 1522, snd bagn |
to play draughits at the ag - of 14 pears, becanse |
be considersd it **a mice intelloctun] geme.” |
His first great mateh was with the lato andrew |
Anderson,of Beaidwood, Lanarksbice (Seotland), |
in 1840, Sinee then he bas played matches |
in Grreat Britain, Abont 200
stakes.  OFf thess Mr, Wyilie lost 10, drew four,
and won the reminder. In opeé of the matohes |
he allowed his opposent o count draws as
wine. Ho first went to " merien in Oetober,
1878 and he stayed thers till Oetober, 1876,
During his vinit he played six matchos for s nkes
and won them sl He also played abont 10,000
exhibition games, of which be won $#305, and
lost 102, botween M0 or 800 being drawn., In {
October, 1881, be again visired Amerien, and e
left the United States in Jungary, 1885, [ur-
ing his wisit he woo 9,230 games and lost 104,
while 631 were drawn.  He landed in Melbourne |
in April, 1887, and during his stay in Vietoria
he plased upwards of 5,000 games, of which he |
won, 4,642 and lost 5  the remsinder being |
drawn, In New Zealind be plaged w |
wards  of 7000  games, winniog H.Hg.
iﬂing 1;. AM 1&!‘;!!1:?]-1;:; 491"“‘!“' |

n Sout ustralin he Bames,
of which he won #0, lost 1, and ﬂﬂewl
L In New South Wales ke pla upwards
of 2,000 games, of which be won 1,612, s
and drew the remsinder,  In Quesnsland he |

wed upwards of 1,500 of whichhe won |

AL0, lost 10, nnd drew the balunce. The total
nomber of games played by bim in Australia
has been about 16,000, and of thess Mr. Wyllie
has lost only 30, and he has won 14,684, and
drawn 1. This is » tremeodous recond
Comparing the resuls, we Bnd that Quesnsland
won ong out of every 150 games, New Sooth
Walcs was second with rather more than one |
out of mpu%m Auatraliz mon one game |
out of W, and Vielorie and New Zealand tied, |
with oue gams out of every 1,000 played. '

ke Awerican d.rm;[:u appear to havrs |
taken advantage of Mr, Wyllie's absence from |
Northera sphere to indulgein some ** blow,™
no thet Mr, Wyllie felt it negessary to assert
himsell once more.  He seeepied o challenge |
thrown ont by Me. J. P Rosd fo play & match |
for 300 daols. w side, or 1,000 dols, in wll, with,
of course the championship added. Mr.
Wylliedaly forwarded o depostt of & L0 dals.
to the dranghts editur of the Turf, Field, and
Furm, New York, and intended to L ave Sydoey |

i SRl

Farm, New York, and jntended to l-ave Sydney
f.r San Francises, soba to resch Chicago about
the middle of April. From what has transpired
recontly, however, it appears that Mr. Hefter,
who is Heed's hacker, is trying to ** hedge ™ ont
of it. Mr. Wyllie fails %0 see how this can be
done without forfeiting the deposit, but he has
decidad to postpone b depurture from Auns
tealin for o time, to allow of some arrangements
being mad-. Mr. Wyllic left Syduey fur Mel-
bou neon Saturday last, and intepds o romain
there for 4 week o o, and then go on to Adelasde,
There has been some talk of siganging s match
between Mr. Wyllic and Mr, Marr, of Brisbane,
for £200 snd the championship, the winner to
receive three-foarths of the money, and the
lower one fourth, But nothing definite has been
armanged, although, from what has been maid,

does pot appear to be m{ doubt about the
supporters of the two men bejng able to raise
the monoy. BMr. Mare is the only player in
Atstralis who has shown any signa of bein
able o eompete with Mr. Wyllie on equa
terms. Whether he would beable ta win in a
sat match it ia imﬁuﬁhla to say without more of
a trial, but the ** Herd Ladidie ™ appears to be a
strong favoarite. §f this match sbould take
place it will delav Mr, Wyllio's departure from
the Southern Hemisphers for & few wesks, 1f
it does mot, e will progesd to " Auld Heekie ™
ouce more to see bis family —that in to say, un-
less somethiog declsive s hoard fem Reed in
the mesntime,

In refervuce 10 & suggested chall from
Fresman, Mr, Wyllic has wniten 1o New
York Twrf, Field, and Farm, and ¢f the Glas-
o0 Herald, to the vflect that be |s willing to

or £100, or each chooming 16 openi out of
'HHPM for £200. (M the value of Mr. Wyllie's
t there can soarcely be two opinious, Be-
fore be eame to Aunstralin theie was perbaps
balf-a-dozen who might be called good draughta
players in the colves, and about 30 players
who might be considered very fair ; while
Woere 4 vast oamber who played  the
gvme withont seicnes or  skill, 'lthrﬂ mn be
no doubt that the hest playe: s have been groatly
improved by the lessons they have taken (rom
the champion, wid it is not too mach to estimate

About the damage below on the final page, this is the ONLY resume of JW’s tour in the

Australian papers I can find. A pity.
Hamilton Spectator 8" August, 1891
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recently. iy
a8 ye dinos spit on my claea,” was his eharacter-
intic reply.

Hamilton Spectator 8" August, 1891

The crinkled part of the article at the top is general in tone and suggests improvement in
Australian players as a result of JW’s visit. He was pleased with his 4 years here as he made
good money and was treated well by all. His wife had passed many years before his tour down
under. NSW news on his visit there is not so easy to find and so this ‘crinkly’ bit is given.

He was close with his money as are most people who carry out a profession like this where they
have to ask players for the “shullen” and it is hard to do. True one would get better at it but if he
got money for the 16,000 games played that is 16,000 shillings or 800 pounds for 4 years
touring. This does not include club money given willingly. It is impressive to read how players
flocked to him all over the two countries. He left for England in May 1891.

T Me, Jamea Wyllis, champion desmght
plaver, continued plaviag his exhibition
gunes on Mopday evemogz. e played seven
jyumes with members of the Melbourne
[irauglts Clab, winmng Gve while i1he rest
were drawn,

- me Pa

The Argus 20™ April, 1887
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The drsnghes ecmpetition beld st the
Caledomosn ganies Liat Toesday Do ubs S
leitiin Lager Beer truphy, presenied by Mr.
Jumes 3 lbougall, was beoogil (0 8 oon-
clamton lnst m.,f: mt flig Mellssarne Draaghta
Plaly  puesiass, Matlecs Laic. Al socta
banl runiestel] gaiied, Mp, Jumes PFalerson,
pie chsmpion ol Australin, wis declarsd whe
wantber misal goeat ercitement, oobe of the
pther canpeiitors  leing  sbls o even
pinke & deaw with Mre, J. Wyliwe, * the lHerd
Lailalie."

The Argus 27" May,1887

SA Advertiser 23" October, 1888

Mr James Wyllie, the draughts champion of
The world, played 36 games at Martin’s rooms
On Wednesday, winning 34 and drawing 2
with Messrs C. Cordt & T. Hewitson.

SA Chronicle 11™ April, 1891
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The Advertiser 28" April, 1891

Duarcor TorusawesT. —Draoghts though
perbape oot so fwacinating or intricate & game
s chess, furnishes scope for no little skill
and sumbers amongst ita votaries aa loog &
list of prominent men a8 its rival. It is not
often that Adelside is honoured with a visit
frem any very celebrated drsoghtaman, and
it was with pleasure that the news was
recei red that the champion player the
world, Mr, James Wyllis, or the " Heed
Laddie,” was sbout to pay & visit to the
colony. MWwvery preparation was made for
his reception, and on Wednesdsy
ipg, October 3, he begaan a
of exbibition matches a8 the Caledonian
Hall, playing twelve simultanecus games
sqninst local men. There waa an ex-
reedingly large and representative atten-
dasce. His Worship the Mayor Initisted

H

the tournament by making the Srat move,
and this, the first game, was by a singuler
woincidence the only one out of the twelve
that was drawn, all the others being won
easily by the *“ Herd Laddie,” who just

g
:
5?
8f

st the same ball be will be pisted agaioss
some Sret-class local drasghtsmen,

SA Register 4™ October, 1888
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Adelaide Observer 29" June, 1889
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PORTRAITS OF

The Telegraph (Brisbane) 7" July, 1890

Brisbane Courier 16™ July, 1890

Advertiser SA 24™ April, 1891

lﬁht CHAMPIGN DHAUGHTS PLAYER
OF THE WOHRLL.

ER. JAMES WYLLIE
(**The Hird Laldis™)
Will Commeuce & servs of Twenty Exhibition
Gemes st Uw Megopolian Hotel, Edward
gireet, Ly TUKEDAY, rommencing st A pm.,
npﬂr-rl 1HE CHAMPIUN OF QUEENS-
LANL.
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Brisbane Courier 13™ August, 1890
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MEsSHRS, WYLLIE
MAR, the Chiampion Draaghts Playvers.
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Tha third annusl general meeting of the
Brisbane Dratighta Club took place st the elub-
room; Kent's Buaildings, on Baturday last, when
tho yearly report and balance-sheel were pre-
senied, and the elestion of officers fook place,
Mr. Robert Mar ootopled the chair. From
the report it appearsd that during the past
year fourteen new msmbars joined the elub,
making the total number ifty-one. Mr. G. 8.
Foorde played Mr. Mar for the championship
of Qoeensland and cop, when Mr. Mar won.
The clubreceived s visit from Mr. JTames Wyllia,
the chumpion of the world, who played Mr.
Mar two exhibition matches, the reiult being;
In the firsd maich of iwanty games (restrictad
opanings), Mr. Mar won five games to three,
the others drawn ; and in the ssoond matoh of
$wenty-sight games (resirioted openings), Mr.
Wyllie won five games fo two, the others being
drawn. The thanksof the glub were tendered
to Mr, M'Nish: Fraser for the free nse of his
rooms in the Wylie-Mar  matches. No alub
matches had been played during thes year, the
ona with Ipswich having fallen through. The
balancesheet showed & small amotnt in hand,
the ressipts for the year having come to
£49 166 The following is the list of officers
elected for the ensuing year:—Patrons, Bir
Thomas M'Tlwraith, KC.M.G., and the Muyor
of Brishane ; president, My, Robert Mar ; vioe-
presidents, Mesars, A. M‘Nish Fraser and P,
Hardie; capisin, Mr,F. Passey; hon. ssoretary
and treasarer, Mr. Charles Abraham; soditors,
Mesars. J. Munroand /. Trondle; committee—
Mesars. 1. J. Lovekin, B. Fraser, J. 8. Whike,
J. G, Horelall, G. 8. Foorde, R. Broadbent, and
J. MEwen. Mr. Mar s the Queensland
champion, and holder of the cup for
1801, Theelub has siarted the year vigaroualy.
The members meet svery Hasturdsy evening.
A match is expecied 1 lake place shortly with
the Ipawich team, and an all-round lournament
is in eoirse of praperation,

Brisbane Courier 16" February, 1891

-Hl'_. Jau =a Vi yilie, the drsaghis champion
plaged 40 games st blariin's rooiss on bomdag
y veming, wiopiog 85, snd deawing five with

Meems, F. H. Siavens, W. Maschmeds, R

Taslor, J. Clerk, snd Jobs Hogg, A muem
with Mr. Hanton closesd with » pertionlasly
brilliant win for the " Herd Ledidis ™
ipg seversl experienced plagens. The
will be continued lo day.

Tht

The Advertiser SA April 21%, 1891
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Draughts,

A SBIXTY YEARS' RETROBPECT.

(By "Coulter Fell.”)

The history of serious draughts from the ac-
cession of Queen Victorla Is almost co-Inecident
with the public life of James Wyllie, the “Herd
Laddie.” He was born in 1818, and began to
play professionally when 14 years of age, or
five years before her Majesty's accession. Wyllla
was champlon not oply of Scetland but of the

world for many years—longer, Indred, than the
life of most players. UOnece or © ire the title
waE wresied from him—in 1859, Bdinburgh,
by Robert Martins, and in 1876 by Yates., in
America—but it did rot long remaia out of his
posgession; and until three years ago, when h»
lost Lo Ferrie, no other player made a perma-
nent right to the title. Wyllie twice paid length-
ened visits to the United States and Canada.
He alsc had a long stay In Australia, playing two
matches with Robert Mar, the Ausirallan cham-
plon. Onpe was won by Wyllie, and the other
by Mar. Mariins is an Englishman by birth,
though sipce 1864 his home has bren at Douglas
Lanarkshire. He is a few xears the junlor of
Wyllie, and lke his companion-in-arms has
travelled widely in pursuit of draughts-playing
They were matched against each other for the
championship half a dozen times, and out of 341
games Wyllle has a majority of only three wing
—22 Lo 1%—the remainder of the total baving
been drawn. Their nomes were Bo lng as-
sociated as the leading lights aof the checker
world that one can hardly think of them apart
from the pastime which their life-long labors
have done so much to popularise. To have
been the world’s adepts at the scientific game o7
draughts for more than halfl 8 century proves
them to be individuals of mo ordinary stamina

a

Mr. W. M'llwrick, of Invercargill, New Zealand.
Selectione of the partles played on the Blue Moun-
taine by this trio of first-rates have appedred
in the driughts columns of the “Town and Ciun-
try Journal," Mr. J. Drury's strength Is a houso-
hold word In Sydney, and he has to be reckoned
with in any champicnship matceh for Australin
pow that Mar has left Gympie [ r Scotland, via
the United States,

The game I8 not only popular in the drauglits
clubs in the varicus Australasian colonles, hut in
the shearers’ hutg, on the goid fAelds, and at tho
collleries of Neweastle, Lambton, Wallsend, Greta,
Lithgow, Joadja (‘reek, and other centres whors
North ¢ untrymen and Seitchmen congrégate
and ezpecially among the miners at Hroken Hill
Draughis is freely played In hundreds of schools
of arts nnd mechanles' (nstlitutes. Some admir-
able gamuvs have lately been played at the Eu
more reading-rooms, and readers are aware of my
tndebtedness to Mr. J. Underwood, of Newtown
for his sound annotatlong ¢n the scores. Wor
years the Sydney cabmen have resorted to cheockers
to while away the lenely hours of walting for fares
on the rankes, and cne cabby enjoys a wide reputa-
tion as a player among his brethren of the whip
at Redfern Rallway Statlon and Macquarie Place.
Many of the engineers on beard the Intercolonial
teamiers are adepts at the game. ‘The Sydnes
vewsboys' Hrigede numbers many volaries, and
w does the trainng =hip Sobraon, although th
lads prabably little reck that they are playing a
zame in vogue 4500 years age in Egypt. The first
wllable in dambred is akin to dameh, the name of
the modern Egyptian game.

A marked feature of the strides made by
Iraughts during the last sixty years is shown hy
the fact that many of the leading chessplayers ai
‘he worldd have palid considerable attention to
draughis, Notahle modern examples are Emanuel
TLasker, champion chessplayer of the world; H. N,
Pilsbury, winner of the Hastings chess fourna
ment; and J. H. Blackburne, champion blindfold
vhessplayer of England., ‘The Sydney chessplay-
ors comprise several strong draughtsplayers, In-
duding the Rev. A. Miller, and Messrs. G B, ‘Hull
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ihiem io be individuals of no ordinary siamina

and mental skill. Recent mall advices state
that these two velerans declded Lo commemorale
the yvear of the Diamond Jubilee by a flnal crovs-
board battle, twenty-six games In Glasgow anl
twenty-six in Manchesier, to be contested for a
purse subscribed by a few lovers of the game.

For many vears Brisbane has been an actlve
centre of draughls. Fred Passey, who halls
from Wirdnes, Lancashire, arrived in Brisbane In
15801, challenged Mar for the championship, and
received a  decisive defeal. Passey deleated
Foord, Gledhill, and Abraham in 1882: and
scored one win and four draws from Wyllle,
but sustained ten losses. Passey twice played
Lane for £06 a side, conceding the drawn games
and double wins. Passey lost the first time,
and won the second. U'pon Mar winning the
title of champlon of Australa=ia, the champion-
ship of Queensland was plaved for in 1852, ani
was won by Passey. He losl it to young Abra-
buin in 1593, but recovered it in 1894,

la New South Wales no single draughts-
player has done better service for the interests
of the game than Mr. J. R. Btormont, of Sydney,
himself a redoubtable opponent. Memorable
contests took place between Champlon Thomas
Reld of Sydney (who has since left for Johannes-
burgl), “Souter’s Friend"” (Mr. J. TIllingworth),
lately of Katoomba, and now of Richmond, and

‘Tuding the Hev. A. Miller, and Messre. G. B. Hall
and W. Ridley, Draughisplayers throughout
these colonies now look forward to the time when
a grand tournament shall be fixed to test the many
conflicting elaims to championship honors beneaih
the S8authern Cross.

Town & Country Journal 19" June, 1897
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Draughts game tests
future’s ‘workers’

A game of draughts and dan-
gerous work on a nuclear
power plant may nol seem to
have much in common, but
both are testing grounds for
the workers of the fulure ro-
bots.

Engincers attending the
Australian Institution of Engi-
neers’ national conference
and exhibition on robotics n
Melbourne last weck saw a
robot playing draughts and
heard from an Amencan ex.
pert about future use of robots
on dangerous work

The Professor of Robotics at
Purdue University, Indiana,
Professor Richard Paul, said
the major Western countries
were co-operaling on an ine-
iernational project o use ro-
hots to do hazardous work —
in decp space. mining, roscuc,
undersca work or work in
nuclear plants, for instance.

He said the nuclear power
industry was a failure because
it had commercialised ramdiy
without working oul how 10
safely operate and maniain
its equipment.

Robots could do main-
tenance work such as that
needed at the Three Mile 1Is-
land plant in Pennsylvania in
the US which was 100 danger-
ous for men.

Professor Paul smd this was
a new area for robots which
had been mainly used in clean
manufactunng environments
because the basic driving force
in developing robots was to
SavVe money.

Professor Paul — bom n
Australia but living overseas
since 1949 — said robots had
been used mainly in mass
production. Now researchers
were developing robots which
could make small quantitics
of an item.

There were robots at the ex-
hibition in Melbourne's
Hilion Howel which could do
repetitive tasks such as aulo-
matically screwing and fasten-
ing nuls and bolts, packing or
installing parts, loading and
unloading and assembly line
work,

The salesman for a $20.000
to $30,000 robot designed like
an arm said it did repetitive
work which placed great strain
on arm and clbow joints. The
machines were geared 1o
climinating repetition injunies
such as lenosynovilis.

He said several large Sydney
companies, including Sun-

‘beam, Hoover and STC, were

spending hundreds of
thousands of dollars installing

robotic screwdnvers which
eliminated (he need for hand-
turning 1o install a screw,

The companics were doing
this as much for the operators’
sake as for their own — the
slaff working conditions were
improved and a happier staff
meant fewer industnial dis-
pules, the salesman said,

Professor Paul said there
was no doubl robols created
redundancy, not jobs.

“"Much s low-level repei-
tive work and | don’t think nt
is good to have somconc
doing some stupid thing all
day long,” he sand.

He sarnd creative solutions o
the reduction in jobs were
needed — a 20-hour week or
vears off for re-retraining, for
inslance — inslead of the
traditional emphasis on creat-
ing jobs,

Professor Paul said tha
although there was no longer
such a need for everyone to
work, the emphasis was sull
on full employment.

“Nowadays we -are con-
tinually trying to keep people
working by making irrelevant
products which, hopefully,
will fall 1o bits so we can make
mare,” he said,

Canberra Times 27" August, 1984
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Cootamundra Herald 22 August 1946
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TV JAMES WYLLIE
Now here's soccess to Wyllié when
He cromes o'er the sens
And mesta the checker men
H:'?I#Mh“iq there's no doubt,
g & nD
They never knew before ;
He is & foeman strong and stout,
And Seottish to the core.
He'll tell o them in biack and white
1 he's got to sy
Not e'en » rl.ﬁnl.lhiluﬂllt
He will let stop
hﬂdl'!hllnﬂ,‘ll’hfuu.
Fnimma lI
ie iluea
ﬂlqhunpnlhwt.’ :

He makes no odda “twixt rich and peor,
He hates 20 mean a thing ;

And h-ut,lntﬂj-n,
Afraid 0 balf a king.

'Dlrﬁ'_!tllllﬂ-l‘hl"lhr

H-mw;ui.
fad. [ dare to may.
Thrnhunhlﬂlup.

Anid what sbhout the lads at home *

They'll be as crouse as floas ;

Wh-p—--uﬁ-mmwmru-
And uibble up the cheesa

When hmhﬂit.ﬂlhﬂﬂl
To see these anuls

Flae [rom the cat, little mice,
And creep into their bolea.

Marruxw Tare.—Blythe Neves,

Mercury & Weekly Courier 12" September, 1889
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Tue * Fileshire Journal® publishes m Tollowing
reminiscence of Mp, James Wyllie :=** A Cuparian
wha met the *Herd i..nHIm B vears ago sayw that Alr,
Biank was 'he player here at that time, no one darin
to dispote Ll suthority,. When l.h‘l.q veleran b

that *Herd had arrived flew Lo msot
him. [ was Luey ot work when ir Blank entered,
anl looching n Ihl said, * Mere's Mr
l.li W DETer mory
#h wy m-. 'I.':HH stood a little round.
avay g

mei m?wmwr.\umq
pedlar’s pack.
iy surpelse

lh-l]u dﬂlmm-ﬁqm his pack, a

PG ........--"-E' ik
Juaranies [ '
paid he, ‘and U she B0, you' ::
oui, lnrr “-t-:.!hk::"hm ﬁ

lous fellow, ing & bargal
Er-i pll.,rlll & maid. ;Eu“‘r Blank and

mut in the Laddia'

80 ANy gAML
h:.’nu-lﬂ# lﬂllH i-n-on
the board with his Wyllle deteoted him In
stanily, and bis " eanny* *WIll you ba gu
ano 1o pul back that Mr. Dlaok T lmwe-
lhurpdll-ihthll play. Wylle
ﬁumhhw

2" November, 1889 - Australasian -

Photo below PAGE 244

THE HERD LADDIE AT STUDLEY-
PARK

The following Is the score of the drawn game which
-uplnrld-ﬂlﬂmunnhrnﬂln-h
Stundle y-park, between & lady visitor and Mr. James

Wy ilie. 3
" Tyx Avesuial Lassin
Black, the lady visitor ; white, .l.r. Wyllle.
U—is | 9—-18 | 5D 13-17
’I--' H += : Hi\l‘ ll-u
B—11 10—18 15=24 14-18
e oy 19..10 | .19 25,14
Gl18 =13 | 1l—=ld
6.9 | 2.% ] "..1§ 20..11
15=1¢8 —11 1-& 7-M
" | BB | B .9
11=18 18—5 B—14 13-10
2.9 | .2 | .2 | -]

And the guue wal dmwn.

Australasian 26™ October, 1889
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James Wyllie 1838-1899

Photo from web site - www.findagrave.com
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Phote infwmwtian

0-fice bearers of the Wick and Pulteneytown Chess and Draughts Club. circa 1889

Back Row (L tor)-J. Mackintosh {vice

President). J. Davidson, & Larnach (secretary; W. Miller.

Front Rov- J. Brodie. W. Shepherd, Sir Alexander Rae {president}, James Wellie {the "Herd Laddie™). R. Tait

[In“ormation “rorm "Times Gone By" Vol 2, Dec 25 1S2S. pgld.

Jarmes Wyllie (h. 1820 Cdinburgh. d. 25 Apr 898 Glaspow) wes champion draughts player of the world for over thirty years
The following piece appeared in the John o Groat Journal dated Wednesday 09 Cebruary 1887 ... ..

“Portrait of the Champion Oraught Played of the World —e have before us a cabinet portrait of James Wyllie. the renowned “Herd Laddie”
photographed by tr & Johnston, Wick. As becomes the master of the game. Wyllie is taken seated with his right arm resting easily on 3
draughts board, looking upwards just ns he does when Jinishing an evening's play. The artist has been very happy catching his expression, all the
characteristic “eatures of his fine Scottish type of face and high “orehead being well and clearly brought out. while the attitude in sitting and the
natural position of the arms all go to show that have tr Wyllie here as he exists and has his being—not a Wr ¥llie got up to photographed. It is
a portrait true to life, highly “inished in enamel, and credit not only to Mr Johnston, but to photography. We would strongly advise all admirers of
trWyllie, indeed of a piece of art. to send at ance to A. Johnstone, photographer, Wick, for this portrait. which he supplies at the very moderate

sur of 1s each, post ree. — Free Press

Article and photo from - www.johnstoncollection.net
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THE HERD LADDIE
(MR. WYLLIE),

Moo Chanpicn Dranghis Py of th Worl,

Will play against all-comers. sinzle or
simultanecus games, by appoint.
ment, during the week [rom

THIS DAY, TUESDAY, T0 TUESDAY, 23nd INTTANT,

AT THE

BCHOOL OF ANTH CHESS & DHAUGHTE
CLUB HOOM.

NON.SUBSCRIBERS, 1= EACH GAME.

Apply to C. JDHEPH-. Hon. Bec., Howick-street.

Bathurst Free Press 18" April, 1889

BANQUET TO MR JAMES
WYLLIE.

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 1874, 21 OCTOBER 1887,

PAGE 10

The article under the above heading follows -
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BANQUET TO MR JARMES WYLLIE.

The draughts players of Dunedin and sur-
rounding dwstricts cntertained the veteran
“ Herd Tuaddie ” at dinner in the Duiedin Chess
and Draughts Club room, Baldwin Hotel, on
Saturday night. There was a very large gather-
ing of gentlemen present, including representas
tives from the Taieri, Sawyers’ Bay, Portobello,
Higheliff, North-East Harbour, Kaikorai, &ec.,
&c. Mr William Houston (president of the
elub), ocoupied the ¢hair, and Mr W. 0,
Duthie, of Higlcliff, was Vice-chairman. The
tables were beattifully decorated and abundantly
supplied with good things, which seemed to be
Fully appreciated,

The CrairMAN in a few appropriate words
proposed the toast of “The Queen and Royal
Family,” ahd expressed the hope that her

Majesty would be long spared to adorn her
position, and show a bright example to her
subjects by the faithful discharge of her duties
as Queen and mother. The sentiments were
beartily reciprocated.

The CmarrmaN then said that he had another
very pleasing toast to propose, and that was * The
Game of Draughts,” He felt sure that all pre-
sent were delighted at havihg as their guest the
renowhed Mr %yllie, the draughts champion of
the world—a gentleman who had crossed swords
with all the experts of Britain and America,
atnd come off with flying colours. Mr Wyllie
wa? now doing an Australasian tour, and his
record so far was something marvellous. The
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game itself was of very ancient origin, and was
' 50 exXhaustless in it3 resources that it was im-
' possible for any intelleet to grasp all its
| beauties or solve all its mysteries. It had vota-
'ries in all countries, but it might be said to be
| the national game of Scotland.
' Mr Davip R. Hay proposed the toast of
| # Kindred Games,” and in doing so said that it
would be well for the colony were the
'games of chess and draughts more studied
|and played in the family citcle than
they were at present; as they afforded
the highest intellectual enjoyment in the way of
innocent amusenient that the hitman mind was
capable d¢f. They wollld also prove 4 Lealthy
corrective to the Febvish eXcitement which
usually pekmeated colonial life. Were the youth
of the colony to study these games in ascientific
manner they would be rewarded by the keenest
emjoyment, and have the satisfaction of kndwing
that their time was not being frittered away, as
was $00 often the oase in other amusements;
for they would he improving their minds almost
unconsciously in the struggle for supremacy
over the board.

Mr Joux P. Beryn then seaid that he had the
honour to propose the toast of the evening--viz.,
% Qur Guest, Mr Wyllie.” He need hardly say
how pleased all were in having the opporbunity
of welcoming to our shores so distinguished a
player as the “ Herd Liaddle”’ All had heard of
him ever gince they had taken an interestin the
game, and many of those -present were
acquainted with him in the old country,and had
been oeaten by him too, were they candid enough
to admit it, At all events,the pleasure of having
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to admit it, At all events,the pleasure oI Daving
him in their midst was great indeed ; dnd he felt
stre that this visit of the * Herd Laddie ” would
arouse a livelier interest in the game thdn cver,
He folt confident thdt as the Healities of the
game becanie fiore generally known many would
avail themselves of the opportunity of joining
the club, so as to improve their skill in playing,
He might mention that during his Australian
tour Mr Wyllie had played about 1860 games
and lost only two or them, 90 being drawn, and

the remainder wins for the champion. He sin-
cerely hoped that New Zealand would make a

better record, As travelling inthe colonies was
very expensive, the players here thought that it
would be a graceful thing on their part to pre-
sent Mr Wyllie with a purse of sovereigns as a
tangible mark of their esteem and an appro-
priate acknowledgment of his kindness in visit-
ing the colony, He how had gredt plessure in
presenting the ¢ Herd Laddie;” ih the name of
the substribets, with a pitrse of sovereigns.

Mr WyrLrii, in reply, stated that he felb
deeply indebted to the draughts players of New
Zealand for the great kindness he had received
at their hhnds since coming among them,
He had no jdea that he would meet
with such crowds of dranghts players in
New Zealand, The purse he would never
part with as long as he lived, but would
keep it as a memento of their great kind-
ness, He hoped that some day New Zealand
would produce a “Herd Laddie” of her own
even hetter than himself; and that might be in
his own lifetime, However, he was not dend
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yet, and would do his best to upRold Nis reputi-
tion as lotig 4s he gould. He sincerely thanked
them for tﬁeir present.

Mr Hay proposed “Our Visitors,” cotpled
with the name of Mr J. Shore, of Riccarton. He
was glad to see so many districts represented;
and Mr Shote's enthusizsm for the game might
be imagined when he rode over 40 miles one day
to see the interprovincial draughts mateh with
Canterbury.

Mr J, SHore respended in an appropriate
marner,

The Vicr-cmalrMAN said that he was proud
to be present on such an eventful occasion. Fe
had heard of the * Herd Laddie” ever since he
was & boy, and it afforded him the highest
gratificatiun o have the pleasure of meebing
him. He had no doubt that this visit of the
champion would do more to stimulate an interest
in the game than anything else could; and he
heartily wished that the players of New Zealand
would be able to score a few wins from so
redoubtable an antagonist. He hoped Mr
Wiyllie’s visit would prove a success financially,
and that he would enjoy his tour throughout
the colony. He had very great pleasure in pro-
posing * The Press,” coupled with the name of
their esteemed friend Mr David R. Hay, chess
and draughts editor of the Otago Witness. They
all knew how much they were indebted to Mr
Hay for his exertions in promoting the interests
of these two scientific games throughout the
colony.

Mr HAy, in reply, said that it was chiefly to his
valued contributors and correspondente that the

256



chess and draughts columns were so interesting.
He could assure them that he would do his best
to keep up the reputation of the Witness, and
he had no doubt that he wounld be heartily
assisted in his efforts by the chess and draughts
players of the colony. .

During the evening the proceedings were
enlivened by some capital songs by several of
the company present. Mr H., Howes gave
“The squatter’s danghter” and * Beautiful
Nell 7: Mr James Sim, # My Highland home ”;
Mr Thomas Dickson, * Robin Adair” and “ The
bonnie hills o’ Airlie”; Mr John Christie,
“ Scotland yet”; Mr C. Hellyer, “ The Coa-
naught boy”; Mr James Dickson, “ My native
Jand ”; Mr R. Telfer, a medley ; and Mr J.hP.
Bell gave the humorous recitation *'The
Hiclaudman’s prayer,” which fairly convulscd
the meeting with laughter.

After passing a hearty voto of thanks to Host
Reade for his excellent catering and singing
“Auld Lang Byne,” one of the pleasantest
meetings of draughts players that has ever taken
place in the colony came to an end just in time
for the country representatives to catch the lase
trains.

From “Papers Past-Otago Witness October 21%, 1887 p.10.

The New Zealand draughts brotherhood loved the Herd Laddie. Why wouldn’t they? He had
come thousands of miles at a great age to prove how good he was and if they were better he
would go down fighting. They weren’t and he loved them back with one of his better speeches.
No wonder he stayed 12 months on the South Island of New Zealand and he was sad he never
got to the North Island. It was interesting to read that travel in the colonies was so expensive and
so the purse was given him. It would be good to know how far he travelled in Australia and New
Zealand but just as far as in America I would think.
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THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS

JAMES WYLIE, THE CELEBRATED DRAUGHT PLAYER.

As we have the pleasure of including among our patrons a great
nusler of Chess F]ayem, we are persiuled the annexed sketeh will
bhe read hy themn with especial nterest—akin to that which they take
in *the noble game.”

James Wylie was norn in Edinburgh, un the $th of Julr, 1422, and
hrought up’in_Kilmarmock., When a bey he was principally em-
ployed in herding cows. At the age of 15 he hegun to play at
draughts: during the winter season, he played two hours every night,
and soon_became a good player, During the spring following. lie
went to Edinburgh, plaved with all the best players in the city,
and beat them with the greatest ease, during his stay with
them, which was upwards of a month, is first match was with
M. Steel, of Kirkconnel, for £10, in Jan., 1214, in which Steel ws
defeated.  Steel challenged him again for £40,'in April, 1839, and
was defeated a second time. I1is next match was with Mr. Anderson,
of Carluke, near Glaszow, July, 184, for £3, when Anderson won
with a trifling advantage; he played with Anderson a second time
and was again defented. The next mateh was with Mr, Price, o
Manchester, August, 1840, for £100, in which Price was defented. 1n
Muy, 1841, he gave Mr. Price games in 13 for £25, and Price wax
defeated s second time.  The next match was with Mr. Muirhead, of
Mucklesfield, for £10, when he undertook to win 12 games before
Mr. Muirhead would gain 6 deaws—Muirhend was defeiited ! Wilie
wae then matched with Mr., Lindop, of Sheffield, in May, 1841, for
£100, for the first 13 gmines—he giving Lindap the draws to count in
hix favour, when Lindop was defeated ! In June, 1811, Lindop again
challenged Wylie for £60, at the swme odds, when Wrelie was de-
feated.  Two months after, he challenged Lindop, or any other
person in England, the first 13 ganes, giving 9 games to start with
from £l to any sum :—Lindop accepted the challenge for £65, nnc
was defeated ! only winning 1 gume.  About 2 month afier, \{'_\'Iie
challenged any man in the world for from £100 to £300, and was
taken by Anderson, of Curluke, for £200, to be plaved in May, 1812,
but, in consequence of some affliction in Anderson's family, the
mateh wax put off, and has not yet been plaved. Wylie's next mateh
was with Mr. Mattison, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, in December, 1342,
for £10 ; the first 13 games, draws to connt in Mattison's favour;
wshen Mattison was defeated—without drawing a game!  Wylje
s mow matched to play Anderson, of Carinks, for any sum not helow
£30, Andersom having hix choice ; and this mateh is expected to
come oif in about two mionths.—~From a Currespandent.)

From the Illustrated London News p.256 — October 14™, 1843. Doubtless it is in an earlier
Scots paper but I have had this photocopy for many decades. I noted Pal Bucker put it on his
website on 1* July, 2021. Knowing his actual birth year of 1818 he has to be 25 or less in this
engraving. The surname spelling with only one ‘L’ must have settled in later life at 2 ‘L’s’.

258



DRAUGHTS CHAMPIOS OF VICTOIUIA.

Mr. 1L T.

ECAX,

Hugh Thomas Eganl who won fhe drnughis
ehpinpiensaip ol the Tesfir Tournanwent, was
horn ar Dreouin, Gippsland, Vietoris, oo May
G, 184, =0 he has neariy oltoined his o63e-
riiy. e Bas made panid strides in the
gamie, de 4 anly conymeneed o play i 1804,
when be iwined (he Prahran Draughi: Clob.
Shortly alt-rwards he played in Assovinlisn
matches, and woe: o eospetitor in e cub
champlan=hig tomrmey. of 90T when G
err came oul on o iep. In ihe salie yoar
e was g commelitor i the Victorian Cha -
ship Tournady: but Giited 1o reach the nrisn
lisi. In i plaved a0 mueh of 13
games ynrestvicied, agalusl  Jomes HiEGird.
of Clifion [Fill, B trephy ol the yaue of
L2 ond wan by 6 ogunmwes o o, with Zdraws

L2 and wan by 6 gemes to o with Zodraws
For the las=t yoar or se E2zan has ooen =4 pie-
hag the “houls™" very e iduonaly, and kv
Ing up Nis prdcties witl #roeng plavers mast
ragulirly, #0 his prebent vieiary war ol il
iogsther unexpected.  Should B coptinugse B
taie Lhe sace lively ke ol pang,
e will he ahle Lefo:e loog o R0 stil e
iher laurels. Oue eolumos Mavye been #3-
riched within the Jng vesr ar iwo wilh s
rous specimens pi hiz =kl == an :l1||;1|3--:|l
and problemist, My Bean's suceess shoid
epfourage young plavers to heartily ga in L
the study of our scientfie game,

Weekly Times (Vic) 24™ April, 1909
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The Herald 18" March, 1929

“National Title Tourney

The Victorian Draughts Council has appointed H. Egan (“Whilter”) of the Weekly Times. State
Title Holder as Victoria’s representative in the National Tourney which will open in Brisbane on
Easter Saturday.

Mr Egan has competed in every tourney since 1909. He won his first title when the games were
played in Sydney in 1913, but was defeated when the contest was last decided in Launceston two
years ago. He will leave for Brisbane on March 25. The present holder of the National Title is
J. Boyles, but it has not yet been decided whether he will take part in the contests.

South Australia has appointed J.VG. Earle, Tasmania, A.E. Sargison and New Zealand W.
Penman.

The winner of the National title besides receiving the Championship medal will also receive a
cash prize of £50.”

MR H EGAN
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BOY MEETS VETER AN IN KEEN GAME

In the annual town and country match of the Mclbourne Central

Draughts Club, in which more than 150 players competed, the veleran,

W. Houston. met the youngest player, Jack Egan. This clever young

player is son of Mr Hugh Egan, & champion player., who ronducts the
draughts s#ction in each wsve of The Weekly Timea

Weekly Times 5" October, 1929
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Stepher Batham plass his next move ox Lee Gillles moves hiv draught into on af-
racking positian,

Stephen gnd Lér were enjoving e gome of draughis dn the Cheas[Drauphey Club m
part of the Tom Price Primary Schools’ (nferesy olba

These cluby cater for o wide range of activities for the children at the school and ars
praving popular. (See Page 4 for detaily )

Hamersley News (WA) 10" October, 1974

One of the activities for adults and youngsters living in the new mining town in Western
Australia
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Christopher Strachey. Strachey's draughts (checkers) player was
the first computer program to incorporate heuristics. 3*

Arthur Samuel, creator of the first Al program to run
in the United States™

These photos are in a tremendous e-book by Jack Copeland & Diane Proudfoot, 2014 . There are
many excellent photos of the pioneers of computers and chess programming in “Alan Turing
Father of the Modern Computer’ 106 pages.
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The Late James Wyllie, Ex-
Draughts Champion.

Mr. James Wyllie, or, as he was fumiliarly known
to lovers of the chequered board, the ** Herd Lad-
die" was a nativa of Scolland, and ot the t'me of
his death was 81 yenrs of age. For over 30 years
Mr. Wyilie was the ackunowledged champion
draughts-player of the world, having defsated in
eross-lLoard play all the acknowledged exponents of
tha game iu Eogland, Scotland, and the United
Btatus of America. Iu [888 and 1859 Mr, Wyllie
muade & tour of the Australasian colopies, and his re-
eord of games plaved daring that tour was phe-
nomenul, and showed colomml lovers of the game the
immeuse dispanty between a champion of the world
and the foremost players of Avstealasin, Out of
B000 gomes played in the colonier Mr, Wyllie drew
100 und lest only 25, Mr. Wyllie was a typical

The late James Wyllie (The “Herd Laddie)
Scotsman, genial and affable in manner, deaf as the proverbial post,
and possessed with a powerful voice.
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LAt the age of 14 he becanme famous ns the

DEATH OF JAMES WYLLIE, THE FAMOUS
“HERD LADDIE."

Intelllgepce hus just arcived that Jnwes
Wryllle, the famous draughts expert, dled
woddenly, Io h's B8lat yenr, Jomes Wrllle

MR. WYLLIE (TllE MFHND LADDIE
(PUHOTO, BY VANDYCK,)

b

L}

4
LY
A
u

-wwns born In Edinborgh In 1818, ond a 'ﬂ}
eurly age Lecame partial to the goihady]

e

‘though not "learning by the book," he Enh.l.w

=Herd Laddle,” defealog cveryone he mut
iy bls great akill, At 18 be was accond only
sto the great Andrew Aodersom. Fle haos cor-
rivd dranghts {nte noearly eveéry vorncr of
Scotland, and over most of Englond. He
pald two vigliy (0 the States nnd Canada '
JBTF nod 188%, earrving all bofore lilw untll
defented by 1. D, Yates 100 also, In 1587,
*rleind Augirnlla anil! New Zealand, with eon-
ppleuoues mecess, givieg 8 greal Impelus o
the gome. O hls tetorn to Seotlnml be
wan defeated In s subscripilon mateh by 1L,
Jurdan, nud for the champlonsilp by J,
Terrle, of Qlusgow. Wrlile has contesied
aver T0 matelos, winning the great majorlty.
e fawous contest In 1804 with  Iobert
Martios, the Orst resteicted muotel, 1s proba-
biy the wost luportant engagement o the
history of the gnme. Wyllle petaloned Lis
facaltles to the end. and the gap left by bis
Jeath will be difleale fo 01, Soane persounl
reminlicences of Wyille, by Mr.  Jomes
iFatereon, will appear o aonotber column,

Melbourne Leader 14™ April, 1899
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The Champion Draughts Player:

**THE HERD LADDIR.,”
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DRAUCHTS ITEMS.

The following latters, adidressed todMr. It M'Call
denughts editor of the Glusyow Herald, will be of
{nterest to our roadora :—

WYLLIE CUHALLENOES JORDAN,

Eldinburgh, 14th May.

Blr,—=With regard to my mateh with blr. Jordan,
the number of pnmes was too little. Twonly games
mny do in n subseription mateh, but they wen't do
in a regulne mateh for o atake, ero 13 tulk of Mr,
Jordnn wanting to play on Lhe Bearight and b'Iel-
vig principle. He can o that with Lily own position
of the games, but T shnll tnke good care that o
doss nob interfers with tho painos thet I scleck
Both players sbould noume B0 different cpenings
ench = 13 oponings will bo chosen by encl playor
et of the 100 openings. In order to accominodata
Mr. Jordan, I will consent to play lim for £25
afside, or moro if it sults Lim ; tho match to take,
pinge, or areanged, na soen As my tonr §s Anished ;
and should ho refuse to play me, I shall elhaim a
victopy over Lim. I will have nothing to do with
tho five moves principle, i A groat many fino gumes
nro prevanted from being played. T intond to count
frent wherathe ** Old Fourteonlh® gaimo comimences
nt, and that ls o Wr{l“mt standanl, I hope, if the
mnleh dogs tnke place, that it will be done in o
friendly nisnner, ninl that the rules will Bo properly
denwn ont, I was just coming Into my pley when
tho mateh wes concluded,  E mny play & bhonsand
mitehes befora 1 play na bnd o Ldid on the Mons
ity nml Tueslny. Notwithstanding, i the mateh luul
boun of 30 games Instead of 20, I would have bad no
ditfteuity in winning.—I am, &

JaMis WyLLIE,
Champlon Draughts Playor of tho World,

WYLLIE'S REPLY TD DARICER.
Broxburn, 22rd May.
8lr,—With referonco to Mr. Barlker's challengo to
mo nb the gnme of draughts, 1 bey lunve to state
thnt T will iecept his ehiallonge for £200 & slile, and
allow £20 for cxpenses, The mateh to_consint of
100 pames, pnd oach p!n?rar lo name 25 different
gren ngs ; to be played in Glagow ; BMr. Robert

Call to bo stnkcholler, The mateh to be
nrranged nfter my tour in Seatland is finiahed, il
aftor my mwatch witl i, Jomlan, should he nccept
my challonge.

I would fain nsk what business T have with Mr.
DBarkor playing two wmatelies in this country, mnd
hisve bo tell Bims Llnt I nin quite antisiled with my
victories in Amorien, having piayed soven matehes
in thnt country for stokes, out of which I wonslx;
the othor was drawn by himuell, Notwithstanding
I woulil nlways bave been very happy to have plnrmi
mntehes in Awerien for any nmount of stokes, bub L
am now compelled te decling playing any Iore
mntclies in Awmeriea for my own protection ; for, if I
\ote Lo beat Mr, Barkes iu n match, bo might be for

M Deanmy."

claiming the stakes upon the same medneiplo that
clnima the champlon=hip of the “'EI!E‘IL— nm, d:u.l.m
James WyLLIE
Champlon Drauglits Player of the World,
JORDAN'S REFMLY TO WYLLIE

Edintiurgh, 25l Aay.
: Sir,—With reforence to Mr. W;-Illf'u'ﬂud[mmg in
st waol's Herald, T think that hls conditions nra
Tf teal ns to who is tho best cross board plavoer.
Hia iden of Loginning to connt from whero- the
Old Fonrteonth " comnmences i8 rather Liazy, but I
will. got linve nn}'thlnf todo wiih ibin puy casa,
Aa for Lhe thvent of clonhwing oo vietory I 1o mot
nﬁrm to play umder his comlitlons, it ean go for
what it Is worth., Lo 1 ho will linve nothing to
do with the five moves prineiple. Neitber will l',; ng
Lwo moves reslriction, aa In the recont Al'I{alvie-
erlﬁht- m_n.tc'n.!in quito gnongh for n stake, About
Br. Wyllle's disinterestad offer of aceonmiodntion, I
Leg to Inform him that I would never consent to
rln.y B0 gninea for £25 o sllo, 260 nsido being tho
cast I would play n mateh of that number of gnincs
for.  Mr, Wyllle's Inability to play snceessfully on
Tuosday, tho Brat day of the mateh (he inuat hnvo
Lieon Eﬁﬂﬂn with smmncbody olse on the Monday he
inentions), L think, was doe to hils being put on lils
own rosourcen when he hail tho white sldo of the
oy o Uiul.hl::dutfugghelng ?blc to winallthﬁ
Ls) consisted o nies is emply and mis-

leading.—X am, &e., ! Ricnano }mm.\m

Leader 16™ July, 1892
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PERSONAL.

—-—*--———

The death of Mr James Wyllie,
¢ the Herd Laddie” draughts cham-
pion, occurred at Glaszow on April
4. Mr Wyllie visited Australia on
several occasions, and defeated all
the local champions, thoagh several
were ab'e to score drawn games
against him. Apart from test matches
Mr Wyllie spent bhis spare time
meeting all comers, charging 1s per
game for the privilege of playing against
him. Mr Wyllie died intestate, and
his property passes to a brother and
sister, who reside respectively in Scot-
land and San Francisco. His estate
in Scotland was valued at £854sand in
Victoria at £447.

Bunbury Herald WA 23" June, 1902.

Robert Mar and James Wyllie.

PLAYING DRAUGHTS IN BRISBANE.
(Fiom photo. by A, Lomer and Compuny, Brisbane. )

(Sew Dot besrperess= in ' Dirmughts™ column.)

Australian Town & Country Journal 15" April, 1899
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TWO BRISBANE DRAUGHTS PLAYERS.

ALDERMAN FHRASER. MR. C. ABRAHAM.

(From a photo. by E. T. B. Hutchison, Brisbane.)

This week's portraits represent two Brisbane players engaged In a game at draughts. In the gentleman with the calumet of
peace a greal number of my Queensland readers will recognise Alderman R. Fraser, Mayor of Brisbane, and Presldent of
the Brisbane Draughts ('lub. His opponent is Mr. Chas. Abraham, sen., hon. secre-tary to the club.

Adelaide Observer 28™ August, 1886

Silver Age of August, 14™.
Silverton. A meeting of chess players was held at Duchatel’s Hotel on Saturday, August 7,

when the formation of a club was finally agreed upon. Ten players enrolled themselves, rules
were adopted, and officers elected. It was decided that the club should meet every Saturday at
the Exchange Hotel, Mr. Duchatel having very kindly placed a room at their disposal.
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Conv>gaation recently turned upon the New
Zealand to of the late James Wyllie, and
& desire was expressed to see his scores pub-
lished. We append the figures, fnr whisch, we
believe, Mr. I), R, Hay is responsible, so that
there is not likely to be any mistake : —

Games Games Games Games

l‘lﬂ. Won. Lost. Dvawn,
Yictoria .. ' 4649 5 B3
New Zealand .. 7000 05440 1 453
Bouth Anstralia.. 43 480 1 &0
New Houlth Wales 3000 1513 7 )]
Queensland ., 16500 140 10 »)
15091 148484 a0 37

Comparing results, we find %uuh.nl

won one out of evary 150 games ; New Houth

Wales rather more than one out of 300
games : Bouth Australia one game out of 500 :
Vietoria and New Zealand tied with one gaine
out of every 1000 played. Truly & marvellous
record for the champion. The chiefl reason
that Quensland holds the pride of place arises
from the fact that Wyllie played three
malches with Mr. R, Mar, drauglits cham-
pion of Australasia, who was living at the
time in Brisbane, Mr. Mar was a well-known
player in Glasguw belore coming to the c.lo-
niez, and sucereded in winning one of his
matches against Wyllie.—"* Otago Witness.'

The Queenslander 6™ February, 1904

DEATH OF DRAUGHTE CHAMPION.

The death has been announced of Mr.
Richard Jordan, the world's drought
thampion, as the result of o strees scoi-
dent in Edinburgh. When only 19 years
of age, in 1E2. Mr Jordan besat Jamea
Wryllie, the "Herd Laddie,” who was 73
years old. Later he delested Fraser
(Dundee), Stewart (Kalty) Brown Gala-
ahiels). amel in 1806 James Ferrie in &
maich for the workd's cham hips
whiceh Farrie had won from Wyllie
leM. Jordan gai 4 wina tn;'u:ﬂa'l
3 55 games g drawn Jordan
waa eevarnl Umes challnged, ot metain-
ad the tide after matehés at home and in
AmeTica

Daily Herald (SA) 14™ November, 1911
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WYLLIES TOUR.

It is intercsting to recall that the late
James Wyllie (Herd Laddie), «ne time
draughts champion of the world, during
the New Zealand section of a tour of the
world, contested 5033 games, of which he
won 4810, lost 7, and drew 216. His
ave was one zame Jost in Tlﬂ
play Alived Jmhl, the Eng
pert, in his last tour of Amency, mn-
teated 6328 games, scoring 4425 wins, loat
42, ud drew 181, In his vizit to the
Australasian countries Jordan's scores
were: I8 games pliyed, wom 2624, lost
17, druwn 717.

Queenslander 13" September, 1919

The Queenslander 10" January, 1920

“THE EASTER CONGRESS

Mr Egan’s suggestions

“In an interesting letter to “Oblique,” Mr Hugh Egan, of Melbourne, the Australasian ex
champion and ex champion of Victoria, makes some practical suggestions with respect to the
conduct of the Australasian Draughts Championship Congress to be held in Brisbane,
commencing on Good Friday, April 2" next. Mr Egan asks that the suggestions be submitted to
the Congress Committee, and that is being done. In the meantime they are published here for
the consideration of players in general. The ex-champion says:-

“I suggest that three instead of two sittings be held each day, i.e. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to
5.30 p.m., and 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m., or 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 3 p.m. to 5.30 p.m., and 8 p.m. to
10.30 p.m., or 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. I think it could easily be managed. I have some
experience of these tourneys, and I don’t think three sittings would be any great hardship. Also
I suggest that in the first round the ballot be arranged so that two players of one State shall not be
pitted against one another. I think it would lend greater interest to the contest. In the 1909
tournament at Brisbane, Armstrong and I had to play, whilst Boreham of N.Z. had a bye.
Therefore, although Victoria sent two players and N.Z. only one, the Dominion’s representation
was practically the same as that of Victoria. By the way, if two sittings only are agreed upon
why not stretch them out as they do in N.Z., viz, 1 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. or 5 p.m., and 6.30 p.m. to 7
p.m. to 10.30 p.m.”
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DRAUGHTS NEWS.
Within the last decade a * country’ pla
of trifling sirength could reckon on holding E
mmlmllllhudon: and only a few years
baick draughts club of the great metropolis

tnallrldnur_vunpmmﬁmmmin the big
hoilding known as the * Polytechnie,” HRegent-
sireet. Ho great has been the impetus recently

given to the game, however, that vn the ooca-
sion of a team match s few weaks

Queenslander 23" May,1891
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ago it became mocessary io the
hl'mhﬂ:ﬂnmm for the
*The old 2. ™ sad e quiet
indolent-like habitués of ‘s, Penton-
vills, have been by enthusiastic
sxperts, whose i to eurrent ebecker
litorasure cirenlase over Europe,
Australasia.
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1,152,921,64,606,846,976
= --:;'?Ph lopi:}ih’ 1 s
ame coup ng 1 game every
10 minutes for 10 hours & and 300 days &
year, it would take them 1,600,279 to
eqhlhumh of games." Now that
o tangible caloulstion, neatly expressed by 54

exchange

article by another London correspondent, who
employs 1450 figures—we have counted them—
o exprees the result of his calenlations. We
are, on one hand, not quite sure that we have
grasped the idea intended to be conveved ; but,
on other, we are certain the compositor
must wish there was no checker column in that
p:[ﬂ.—id“rpml Weekly Mercury.

r. Wyllie's decizion as to leaving Australin
for England and abandoning for the present
the mateh games for the draughis or checker
championship of the world seems to be giving
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THE STORY OF
DRAUGHTS.

—.—.'-..—--—
(By F. n the “Age,” Mclbourne.

When we hear draughts mentioned
we imagine a father amusing s
children—{ in these days they can be
amused i lght manner—or two men
of three or four score years intercsted
opponents over the chequer hoard at
the club, and even under either con-
dition the mterest is seemingly lost
within a hali hour of play. But ac-
cording to historical records, the game
itseli was first played--under, of course,
catirely different conditions 1o those
in force at the present time—about
1200 A.D., and then by the peasants of
Southern France. It has been definitely
established that the chequer board was
first used in 1200, when a Moorish
penman described a game called
“Ferses"—in which the players usc
undifferentiated pieces, twelve a side,
emploving a k'ng and having the
moves of the Ferz (our king)

The game was mentioned m 1369 by
Chaucer, and also by a French poet.
In various forms then it was played
until the Spanish method—giving the
king long moves—was accepted in
1500, but 2 few vears later the Italians
made an obscure change, the king
being immune from capture.

In England the history of the game
dates back to 1685, when a game was
described by a mathematician named
Holme. Draughts was then played on
and off until a great revival was staged
in 1838 when Wyllic. a Scot. battled
for supremacy with Anderson (1847)

in 1838. when Wyllic. a Scot. battled
for supremacy with Anderson (1847)
and Martin (1850), both reoresenting
England. After many contests Wyllie
was acknowledged champion in 1872

A vear later Wyllie journeved to
l.m#ru:l to test its cracks, and at frst
met with very easy victories. During
that period (1875) Yates was recog.-
nised by many to be the coming
champion. and the following vear
Wrllie suffered his first defeat, De-
fcated the following year by Martins,
also an American, Wyllic returned to
England.

The Game in Australia.

The game was first developed in
Australia in about 1870, and little in-
terest was taken until tourneys were
arranged in 1888 and again n 1890.
The winner of the first Australian
titlke was Patterson, but he lost the
crown to Warnock two years later.
That year also Wyllie visited the Com-
monwealth, his tour giving great im-
petus to the progress of the game. In
1892 the popular Town v Country
games were staged in  Melbourne.
Every year since, draughts enthusiasts
look forward to these contests, nsually
played towards the end of September.
that many new faces are seen at each
m the country is proved by the fact
that many new faces are scen ateack
tourney. The metropolitan members
also look forward to the contest.

The first championship staged! in
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The first championship staged! in
New Zcaland was won by Boreham in
1896, who, still playing at his top. won
his first Auwstralian title in 19W. A

ear later A. Jordan, the title holder in
gcnth.nd_ toured the Commonwealth,
and, owing to his ability both s a
player and a showman. the toor was
a2 wonderful success. He suffered his
first defeat at the hands of H_ Egan,
holder of the presemt State champi.m-
ship.and in accordance with a promise
made before the tour was opened pre-
scnied Egan with an copy
of his works. He competed in three
States, Victoria, New South Wales and
Queensland, and was present in the
atter State when the Australian title
was being competed for. According to
h's own calculations he took part in
1063 games, 12 of which he lost and
316 drawn. He then journeved to New
Zealand. and, playing 1561 games, of
which he lost only 5. brought the
grand total to 2624. The late Andrew
Fisker, then Prime Minister, was a
keen follower of the chequer board,
and entered into a lengthy discussions
:jth Jordan during the play in Bris-
ne.
_Jordan was also an excelient bil-
liardist. and owned a collapsible cue
which, when folded, measured omly 18
mches in length. When ready for use
it contained perfect balance, and then
he attached a solid ivory tip. One of
his greatest surprizes was to walk intn
1 billiard salon and ask the marker if
he could arrange for a e. On heing
isked what his game was rated at, he
repked, ‘*Oh, just fair!”
fame was arranged the marker stepped

Zame was arranged the marker
lorward with a cue from the rack, h:|
un

i

-

Jordan pulled his cue to i,
*nd could generally rattle un a 60 or
70 break at his first visit to the tabic.
He returned to Scotland late in 1910,
and Egar becaric the promunent Hyure
m Australian ~vmpany.

Victorizn Draughts Centres.

The manner in which Egan tock to
the game is rather remarkable. Con-
valescimg from a long illness at the
age of 16, Iumdtomniktdaih'trm
to the Prahran Free Library. |Every
Wednesday afternoon the Prahran
Draughts Club, one of the oldest form-
ed in Victoria, met in the reading room.
For many months Egan stood by an#
watched the gamies in progress, umtil
one day he was asked to play a game.
The coatest reached such an interest-
ing stage members left their
hoards to watch the progress, and
when hnaliy had gained the win
a man stepped lorward who proved to
be G. A. Keer, State champion. and
congratulated Egan on his fine per.
formance. Every week from then on
he took part in the club’s events, and
won his first State titie in 1909, three
vears later. Later the same vear Egan,
representing Victoria in the Austra-
lian championship at Brisbane, was
defeated in the second round by the
ultimate winner. |. A. Boreham. of
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ultimate winner, J. A. Boreham, of
New Zealand. He won his first
national title at Sydnev in 1915 His
ability as a player is shown by the
fact that since 1912 he has won the
Australian title five times, and the
Victorian title ten times. Many people
consider that the playving of chess by
tclegraph is remarkable, but draughts
by this method was plaved =ince the
openng  contests  between  England
and  Scotland, according to  histry
about 1878 Taking the game a step
turther, representative English teams
visit America every couple of vears to
take part i mmternational contests. In
Victorta the only  dranghts game
plaved Ly telegraph is that between
Victoria and New South Wales, which
1= psualiv contested ar the Athenacum
Club on Kmg's Birthday.

Though confined to a small per-
centage of each country = popuiation,
the number of hooks written on the
zame is remarkable. The first book
was puablished by Willam Pavne, a
teacher of mathematics, in England in
1756. A book published by William
Call, “The Literature oi Checkers,” in
1908, showed that to that

date, however, the number of publi-
cations has been dombled. The latest
works are the many varistions of each
opening, and fo date omly four have
been issued.

The only rule of the =amne that calls
for comment i+ “the bul,” [or by the

failure to take picces 2pd the enfore-
mg of the “hufl” Chl“!liﬂm_‘l.‘ships have
been decided. Competing i the final
of the Awustralian Fhlm{ﬁﬁnshm n
Victoria, 1915, Cotterill (Victoriay was
opposed to Holmes (W.AL. Holmes
was in a good position ilh‘“. needed the
win to draw it‘\‘fl with his O Maent
when, thinking he was moving his
pieces into a good playme  position,
Cotterill *hufied” him, 2nd weakening
his opponent's attack, easily won the
contest and the final. Onlookers at that
game were amazed at Holmes's move,
for he had the option of shifiting two
Jieces, one for a two-piece win and
the other for a one-picce win,

Cairns Post January 9", 1929

An excellent 3 page article by “F” of Melbourne in “The Age”. That’s the trouble with all these
authors. We never find out their names. ‘F’ gave some very good detail on Hugh Egan’s start.
That is also a good stat that 227 draughts books had been published as given in William Call’s
“The Literature of Checkers” 1908.
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DRAUGHTS.

Mr. A, H. Moveer, of U8, 0., gives the (0l
lowing brlef history of the game:—U heckers
was introducal into Eurone from Egrpt about
the beginning of the Ilnth century, and {rom
the monumental insc1iptions it appears that the
gawe was familinr to the Fgrptians as early as
the year 200u B.0'. Its untiyuity is further
attested by homer in the Odgssey, wher:
referenze 1s made to games in the pulaca of
Ulysses at Ithaca, and by Plaro, who, in Lis
dialogues, makes Irequent meution of it by way
of illustration, The oldest known work on
draughts was published at Valencia, Spain, in
1574, by Antonio Torgquemado. A3 to dis-
tinguished players, there were Cicero, and many
Roman FEmperors, Irederick the Great of
Prussia, Pierre Malet, enginecr ordinary to Louls
XIV; Edgar Allan Poe, P. P. Dodd, L.L.I,,
Gereral Grunt, who ascribes muc-i\ of Lis
military success to this sort of training, and
whose ability toclean out tie boys at West
Point is well remembered ; Garibaldi, the
saviour of Italy . John Puterson, the great
mathemativian ; President Lincoln, and a host
of doctors, instructors, and msmbers of the
learned yirafessions,

Weekly Times 15" March, 1890
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THRE GANLE UF PEAUVSETS.

The Editor takes hia Brethren of the Bowrd
into his Confidenoce.

frnurnll I :Ed I q-tﬂ - eapecially 4o
el
iﬁhﬂmn’pnwhhn'i; b nlﬂ j-u*l:rm E:
voting & weekly column in the supplement

which is issued Ba . Inin
ﬁhﬂnnumynnl West it waa my

thtnm -h;'nh to the highly :i,

elaborate system ﬂmﬂh?;‘zg which the
presents in

points connected with the history of the game.
that [ thoaght it best to relinguish my frst
intention, and to plunge in mediar res at the

outset. Befors commencing the work

colomn an " able expooeat
of the gama to the numercus resders of the
Familton I will do my best to lay

no paina too t to elucidate or obtmin in-
fun:ttinn or ﬂ.l‘:"‘ilﬁ'lﬂ'_ of any intriesey which
may eorop up im the experiencs of
students or unpractised ¢

have gslected For the first m A& tion
by the late Mr. 0. M. , of Chelses,
vigssnchusetts, [Toited States. It first ap-
peared in the Glaspow Weekly Herald about 18
yoars ago. At that period I happeoed to be in
G w, and being one evening at the bhome of
Mr. Ribert M'Coll, the editor of the draughts
column of that paper, perhaps the finest in the
world, he showed me ltlpwlﬂnl whioh he had
a short time previously reecived from ite
author in Ameriea. A day or two before he bad
communicated it to most of the leading players
of the city, includiog Mr. James ‘l';'ﬁh, the
champion dranghts of the world, whe
was sojourning there for m period, and ohal-
lenged any ons of them to show the win oe the
first trial. Al failed to do so except Mr.
Wyllie, who, after eonsideration of the position
for a conaiderables time, rapidly maaipulated the
pisoes into the desired solution.

Hamilton Spectator 10™ January, 1891 the first Draughts Column
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Sunday Times (WA) 3" December, 1916

“THE DRAUGHTS CHAMPIONSHIP

An event of importance to all lovers of the noble and ancient game of draughts will take place
next Easter, when, for the first time in the history of W.A. draughts, the Australasian Draughts
championship will be held in Perth. This will mean special preparation to be made by the local
association for the reception of the visiting players and provision of prizes for the tournament,
and to meet this expense the association has launched an appeal to draughts lovers throughout
the State for assistance. The smallest contributions are welcome, and it is felt that there will be
not difficulty in securing the required support for the game so much loved not only by those at
home but by our soldiers and sailors abroad. We have been asked by the association to give the
widest publicity to this appeal, and Mr. S.W. Mynard, the hon. Secretary, will be pleased to
receive donations in response. Any surplus will go to the Y.M.C.A.”

(Sometimes the scans are so bad they have been retyped.BM)
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Weekly Times (Melbourne, Vic. : 1869 - 1954), Saturday 24" December, 1927, page 79
“OUR FOREMOST DRAUGHTS PLAYERS

Egan, of "Weekly Times," Again Champion

The four photographs here given represent the contingent which won the four prizes in the major
section of the recent Victorian draughts championship tourneys. H. Egan ("Whilter" of The
Weekly Times); has now won the Victorian championship nine times. He has been five times
champion of Australia — a title he held from 1920 to 1927— and is recognised as one of the
most prominent payers in the game. Egan is an accomplished exponent of draughts playing in all
its phases, and began to play the game in 1906, when a youth of 18. Three years later, at Easter,
1909, Egan won his first Victorian championship, and he has been a consistent tourney prize
winner ever -since, J. Boyles, runner-up, is the present Champion of Australia. He won the honor
at Launceston last Easter without losing a game. Boyles received his first training in the game ,
in his home town in Scotland. He arrived in Australia about 17 years ago, and reached expert
status at draughts with amazing rapidity. In fact Boyles has been so long a leader of the game in
Australia that we are proud to claim him as an Australian expert. He has been three times
champion of Victoria, and a frequent prize-winner, in other events. Like all other experts,
Boyles is, of course, well versed in orthodox play; but he has a rare natural ability, while he is a
brilliant and keen-sighted cross-board player.

C. H. Edwards, third, is another of our overseas acquisitions. He has an excellent record in the
game in England, and he was formerly champion of Birmingham. Edwards arrived in Melbourne
in 1910, and always has taken a keen personal interest in our game here. Harry Freedman won
the championship of Scotland, and toured England, Edwards defeated him in a sitting, and
shortly afterwards a challenge issued to all England on his behalf, by an admirer of Edwards,
was not accepted.

T. Devlin, fourth, is a new and a young player, who has made history by himself in his first
tourney. He out guessed the critics by the earnestness of his play, and there are great hopes of
him taking a leading part in the game in the future.

Minor tourney prize-winners were: C. V. Trevaskis (whose photograph has already appeared in
The Weekly Times), first; R.J. Gilbertson, second, A. W. Roberts, third; and I. ?? fourth.
Draughts the Universal Game

“Everybody plays draughts, but not everyone are draughts players." This is a hackneyed
quotation, and that great Scotsman, the late W. E. Gladstone, said the same thing, clothed in a
little more stilted English. Its apparent contradiction is explained by the fact that the rudiments
of the game are so simple that they can be acquired in a few moments. There is probably no
game of which a superficial knowledge is more easily obtained, yet it is capable of profundity
truly amazing - a profundity of which the untutored player has very little idea.

Draughts is a game which is taxed the keenest intellects of all times, and no player can every
hope to say “I have nothing more to learn.” Diverse types of the kind of intellect that had the
power to comprehend its strategy are, among many others in similar walks of life, Dr. Samuel
Johnson, the great Lexicographer, Edgar Allan Poe, General Ulysses, Simpson Grant, Benjamin
Franklin, Andrew Carnegie, and it is on authentic record that the “Iron Duke" could play. These
are no random jottings, but historic facts. It is, perhaps, not generally known that Andrew
Fisher, formerly Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, has a keen natural aptitude for the game.
Despite his political activities at the time, Mr Fisher was a frequent spectator at the Australian
tourney in 1909, at Brisbane, and expertly criticised the games in progress. Many who play
draughts do not even reach the A.B.C. of the game, yet they get the impression they can.....”
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play draughls,  They play year in
and vear out in aimless fashion, pass-
ing Ly unheeded the many fine points
of the game because [hey hilve Hot
taken on opportunity of gefiing  ac-
guainrted with them. A Jitile study of
the atratepy of the pame, from pub-
lished examples, surh as appear in
the dranzhis columns of The Weekly
Tinmies each wooelk, will greatly en-
lizhien them as to the manifold ac-
rractions which 1the game possessces.
Iv erder o plkiy published ganmes
and prohilem solutions with facility,
it i= necessary o learn the ratation of
the board, which is by no means dif-
fleull.  The smndardised numbered
board is numbered  an dls playing
spires Do 1w 3250 Black alwaoys
oo Ui the [awest  numbeced
squares—1 1o 1Z—wita  the doa e
rorpers—squares 1 to 32 and 28 1o
27 —on the rizght band of the play-
s, A numbered bhoard Is all that is
requiried 1o read the pubidlshed liznres,
Afrer 0 very litde while th numbers
e memovised,  and  the nuntbered
boarid  i= not  renuired. Ap  fre-
juent intervals an iNustratior of the
pumibered  boeards s ojiven in the
drauehts eojumn, and any advice
e the practicve and playing of the
same can always be had hy writing
“a the Dranoghis Bditor of The Weekly
Fimoe=, Beginaers’ Hrst books are.
1’ Manunal and Lee's Guide, These
s Both on sile |

Photos below from the article above.
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A QUARTETTE OF DRAUGHTS EXPERTS
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Draughts

The history of draughts does not go
back further than the Iinventlon of
printing, and is first described In
Spanish authors of the sixtesnth cen-
tury. Board games were played In
anclent Greece, Rome and Egypt The
form of English draughts was fixed In
1§00 by Joshua Sturges. The name is
taken from the pilay in chesa, which
moves were gcalled “dranghts.” In
Scotland the game of draughts Is call-
ed “dambrod.”

Sunday Times WA 26" January, 1941

It 1s only at chess and - thitt one starts level, and
only here is it worth while to Lring the Tnain to bear on
the struggle ; unfortunately, however, chess 13 so intrieate
as to be only fit for people who have nothing else to study
1f 1t 1s to be really played ; and the games which amateurs
contest in their recreation hoursin the intervals of husiness
are only chess strongly diluted, & mere parody on the real
celentific game, - 1s wore to the purpose.  Both
these mtellectual giomes oviginated o the strong hrains of
the eastern rices, who tirst givve us arithmetic and algebra,
only coas about 1,600 years the older of  the
two.,  Aund it has other advintages over chess. At the
Ttter ginme; if you make o silly mmove, you can recall 1t next
fhine, and so not weaste feeo peores i pliaee of wedkeivg one, Al

thig is hmpossihle at ] cyou nust hravely move on
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this is Tinpossible at - _ C yvou must hravely move on
and on omly, and take the conscquences of all folly. < Testigic
welle vetrarsiie” 15 the motto ) move on and no liberty
to retreat Gl you have *“won your spurs™ hy plercing
through to the enemy’s back squares. Again at chess
capture of @ prece cn prise is not compulsory, but it is so at

. oand this epens the way to some of the subtlest
strategy wod brillinntly ingenious combinations of whiceh
the hunauintelleet is capable. A skilful player can sacritice
his men and thereby “spread eagle ” his adversary’s more
nunmerous ones into a helpless and losing position, past all
power of retrievement.  The startling development of a
skilfully constructed combination in a ~ problem is
one of the most engrossing and pleasurable fillips to a keen
intellect that can be given to it,

Australian Pioneers & Reminiscences by Nehemiah Bartley 1896 Edited by J.J. Knight
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| LTAOUGH in the histery of English
1Ira.u:i1u ihere have been many
lodien expert at evossboard play
nud adept ot the composition of
problems, the game, ss a sefence, ly mof
very largely proctieed hr them, There
esnind, howaver, to be little, if any, reason
why women should not take o promipent
Efme in the game, for some of those who
ave siwdied Bt hove attained much pro-
firreriey an players and analyeta, and ae
nuthors of problems,  The apthor of the
probiom publmbed to-day 1w 4 caes io
poiunt,

PROBLEM No, 04

By Mru. F. Xunn (Cardiff),
Wack, 5 11150 T (QamiE)

Brisbane Courier 16" October, 1926

Tha *“Ancient History of the Game of
Draughts™ is a booklet that should be In the
hands of students of the game. The au-
thor Is Mr G. H. Limbrey, London. His re-
searches at the British Museum and eise-
where prove that a form of the game was
played in Egypt as far back as 3600 B.C.
There are several reproductions of sculpture
showing some of the Egyptian Kings engaged
at play. One of the best Ils that of Rameses
111, contesting a game with the Iadies of his
harem in the year 1200 B.C. The pastime
gradunlly spread throughout Europe, under-
going changes in the process. Evidently
draughts is as much entitled as chess Lo
be regarded as a royal guame. The little
work is very neatly printed.

Weekly Times (Vic) 22 November 1913
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PRAUGHTS.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.—We shall he plensed to roceive ppmoes, prolitems, mand
N [Loing, nirg erlticlsme and wateliea. (To be addressed to  Draughis" Hosulie Howse,
Trerry-sireet, Brishone.)

The history of the distinetly British gawe can be tmeed with certitude from 1756,
when Win, Payne pobliched an ** Introduetion to the Game of Dhaughts,” containing a
dedication by the famous Dr. Johnson,  An examinstion of the book
BRITAIN.  revesls that the game was played precisely as it is now, and also that
Payne, 1756. there were some scute players in those days and that the Enme musk
finve been faiely popular,  The perpetunl fixtures, known ns 18t and dth
positions, are his, and he gives o phase of the 2ud position. His games formed the basis
for Bturges' collection, and includes the * Goosewalk™ With vegard to its history pre.
vious to 170}, the French nssert that it is now played in Britain as it was {ormerly
played in France, but when and how 1t became transplanted is indefinite, In Payne's
hoak, in many eases, white is the first playor,

The dedication Ly Dr. Jolnson and preface form interesting veading :
DEprearing— :
To the Right Honourable Williom Heury, Farl of Rochford, &e.,

My Lord, —When 1 1ake the Hberty of addreessing to Youor Lardsaip A
Treatise on the Gamie of Dranghts,” T easily forsee that I shall be in davger of suffering
tichiendenn one poet, while T am saining honour on the other, snd —thmt MY WD Wy
envy me the distinetion of approaching yon, will deride the present, I presume to offer.
Had 1 eonsidered this little volume as having no parpose beyond that of teaching n
game, | should indeed bave Jofi it to take its fate without a patron, Triflers may find
or wake anything a trifle ; bat sinee itjs the great charactoristio of & wise man to seo
evenths in their canses, to obiviate consequences and asvertain contingencies, your Lord-
shap will think sothing a trifle by which the mind s inured o enution, foresight and
ciccamspection. Tl same skill, and often @ieﬂnuﬂggr@ejﬁf&ﬂ!.iﬁ.gﬁ;ﬁgﬂ in great
and little things, and yone Lordship may soinetimes exerdiss, at & harsiloss ganie, thoss
abilities which h:uw,bmﬁ'l;z_hl{:pily_dﬂﬁlﬂunéﬂ in the servipe of your country.

[-nm, My Lard g
Your Lordship's _mm.nbﬁgm!im ‘obedient and most humble servant,
' WILLIAM PAYNE,

Prevace—It is natural for a man to think well of the art which he professes to
teach, and T moy therefore be éxpected to have some esteem for the play of Draughts, I
would not, however, be thought ta pver-rate it.  Every art is valued in a joint propor-
tion to its difficulty and usefulness. The use of Draughts is the same with that of any
othier game of skill, that it may amuse those hours for which more lsudable employment
is nol st hand, and happy is the man whose equability of temper and oonstancy of per-
severance in better things, exempt him from the need of such reliefs.  Whatever may be
determined conceming 1ts usy, its dificulty is incontestible ; for among the multitudes
that practice it, very few understand it. . There are indeed not many who by any
frequency of playing can attain & moderate dogree ul shadl’ withont exsmples and
instructions. 1 have therefore hero given a oollection of the wost artful games, the most
critioal pituations, and the most steiking revolutions; that have 2’3 within my notice ;
which wre such as may, in some raspects, sot this game even equal with that of Chess
Thore i, indacd, one secret boasted in the world which I cannot teach. Soms men
pretend to an infallible method, by which he that moves first shall win the game; but
no such hero has it ever been my fortune to encounter, and no such do I expect to find,
Nor can it be proved that the firet mover has any considersble advantags over & person
equally #kilful with himeelf. Tn this opinion I have the concurrence of those expellont
players Mr. James Randell, Captain Joln Godfrey, and Mr. William Wally, my
intimato and worthy [riends, whose examples have greatly contributed to my skill in the
gitiio § but iu particular thowe of the great Randell, of whom it may with probability be
npserted, that what be could ngt sttelp will pever be disovered. - . -
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Worker (Brisbane) 4™ September, 1897
THE ANCIENT GAME OF CHESS

The dive which plaees dts ramabnckls
nest on the top nf 0 much-used
parden  gate, and the cheas tllill
which  springs ‘Eu nmbl  dln apd
hostle of = niral  Questminnd
rillway oystem appear at first
lanze to be doomed to early i
Em there Is In fact nn elenfent of almple
trumt fn the ons, amd evidemen al“:
sonruing for mentdl tranguoillity in
.':un. Only & barbarian would destroy , .
the nest, and many weores of the | oy 4y way (o Venles towanis the end
greatest of philoeopliers have, in the | o yhe century. Little chesa progress
words of Mr Boffin, “bathed thelr | yog mads In the 17th contury, but i
spiclons minds™ in cheds. In thess |y, jath—aboat the time of Crok's
horole—if often blatant—days, when | oouppes—Francois Andre Philidor made
the once-free mir In lttered with the |y y in Framee im both chess and
clash of arms mnd (he brisk spatier [ pgele
of melng sommentators, the chess-board | The  hesn atar In part of ihe 10th
becomes u very haven of calm, n back- | contury fArmament wns Howard Btaun
water of introspective peace, ton, who allected ao rich Intellectual
In u comment upon the revival 0| fure as & mlxture of chess and Hhpkes-
Rockhampton of this snclent game, 10lopenre, then the  palm  crossed  the
is stated that chess has “a voluminous | gylantie about the middle of the oen-
literatore. " That is quite troe, though | jury, when thers arose in the United
some notable writers deigned wt A0 gigtes of Amerhem w  doughty sddiet
notioe its name. Shakespeare found 90 | pemed Paul Charbes Morphy who, at
place for chess in the whole of hiv |98 heegme virtuslly world champlon.
works, nor did Burte, Tn lapt, tha | o died insane st ihe age of 47, end
Fiymelogicnl Dictionary of the SBeottish| piy  plographers :  “ Hiv  devetion o
Laiguage han no reference whatever 10 | g had alresdy begun te affert his
chess, though it glves susters mention!| . lih " suggests it {0 be possible 1o
to ths more bimn  draughts, Yet| oo ohess @ ot wisely, Lut too well *
Jobhn Way's * Compleat Collection of )  glhjugh it hos & most vigortoe early
English  Proverba ™ (18700, contaived | yustpalinn history chess hna Tared 1)
plin the Seotiish proverh " When a man's | g the bands of the historian, for It
house burns, it's wot good playing ol pay wo eollected Australlan litersture,
chiens. *  This a re to ba admonitory | Thy Australan Enevelopuedia is silent
rather than friendly, wnd to wiggesl) . j ay aleo |0 Miller's, that tresmiry
that the men morth of the border de- | pporting lore, although, by incloding
vated their kelsare to morn robust Torms | binigrde, the Intter does Telax somewhat
of recreation, the Tormer's spurtan rube to record only
H. J. Byron said in Lis comedy " OUF | yhose rporeations which develop musele,
Bays " that life was Loo short for chess, | gnyg ¢y jgnore ihose which exercise the
and he then hurled the sesassin’s gibe 1 | jhiaeet or rpfresh (e mimd. Buar for
“ Ha's ta these grand gnmes, YWt | Hegpem, we would kpow liile of (ha
ane of daya 1'll loore hlm on &) 4y rrubian reaction Lo clhess,
akitthes, and astonish lim " But Anstralia’s first chesn club was restab-
Thomas Huxley mode amends when be [ )0 jn sssoclation with the Hehool
took with him the chessboard to demun- |of Achy Sypdoey, tn 1800, and the game
strate his riels truths. soop spread in the other Etates, With
*The cheseboard in the world © the | 1he adveni of the ielsgraph came also
phecen are  ihe phenomena of 100 | mpiehes over he wire between tho
unlverse :  the rules of the paibe &P | o pprg] States an wonderful, In  their
what we call the laws of nature.” time, as wireless contesis would have
As might have been expecied, the appeared Lwenty ¥rare  ago. As a
satiriem] 2. B, Shaw was more glb | patter of local interest, Queenslind It
than kind in “The Irrational Enot ™ | ¢q  New South Wales both in 1872
when he wrotd thet chesa; . . . 19| gpd g IRTA. The game atiracted w»
a foollsh expedient for making idle | jigly following of problem writers,
l& bolieve that they are dolag some- |« many of whom have estabdiahed
hing clever, when they are ooly (roputations,”  The ~ Lesder *  {Mai-
wasting thelr time. " Shaw wrote that ' poyrme), * Town and Country Journal ”
in 1880, wince when he may have re |gpd " Sydoer Mail " (Sydmey), and
pented with mge, or have acquired & cgouth Australien Chronbels" (Adelnide)

pented wWith mge, or have Aaequirea s ©Sa0h Australlan Chrsnicle™ | Adelibde)
more mellowed folernew, created healthy competition among in-
Chesa in mo upatart game, Its roots | feratats players, and * pmlmd s of
arp -T'rtld prographically across Asia | the most beautiful straiepems extant
and the AMiddle Fast and thenes to NXow as ever chesa malls for high moml
Europe and, ma to thme, theéy oxtend to qualities that are no less importam
“the grestest  antiguity,™  Ching, | wow than ever. Tu “move your kings
Egrpt, India and Persis—learned lands pawn o the king's fourth square, get
your kiog's knight and bishop and
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all—bave each striven 1o establish Its
elijm to the bonouwr of condling chess §
but l.l'tu' penturies of contentlon the
weight of evidence wseems to favour
Indla, The Arabs earried the nm
with them when they ennquersd

in the #ih century, and there ia 'ni.rrll.t
for beleving it to have been among
ithe nﬂ'ulrl which was carried from
the Middle Fast to Furope by upwanls
of twa centuries ol erussderd II.HI-
1208), durimg which " a siep was taken
towards the enfranchisement of the

buman mind. *
It is 2 te thai Cazion, fat

of ting, shoull have heea,

oyt In 1473 “The Gama snd Playe of
Chease,” 1he frit chess book 1o be
printed in England. The centra of
eheas |nterest shifted in the 18th om-

tury to Portugal and Spain; but only

king's k nd  bishop lﬂ
:d”n-u ¥our :'ll.-:l'i:"l -lll.-hl .

bu n'rn
J"‘“'.'ﬂ#?.;."'i....;.h,.:&
I.u-lihl'lmrlrnu Bo |

that chees hﬂhplﬂﬂhﬂid

thrives on patience, the value of which
har bheen demonsirated to as remols
uliiuhy even an ihe birfih of the game
Lanlf.

Central Queensland Herald 4" September, 1941
(RockhamptonQld)

A lively readable article by the unknown author. The game does have early literature such as the
‘Rules of the Tasmanian Chess Club’ 1854. (The first) And historians such as Nehemiah Bartley
have written about chess & draughts in his 1896 work ‘Australian Pioneers & Reminiscences’ It
was good to find a full source for Henry Byron’s witty “Life was too short for chess” It was
from “Our Boys” a play by Henry B.
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DRAUGHTE NEWS,

A tournament was (o commence on January 1
in the City Hall Salcon, Glasgow, for the cham-
plonship of SBectland, The entries, 20 in number,
are as follow:—Thos. Ballantyne, Glasgow; G. M.
Ponnar, Rutherglen; F. Brown, Rutherglen; R.
Brown, Glasgow; Geo. Buchanan, Glasgow; Wm.
Csmpbell, Glasgow; W. K. Campbell, Glasgow;
J. ¢. Carruthers, Lockerbie; D. Dundas, Brechin;
Jamen Ferrie, Coatbridge; H. Freedman, Glasgow;
H MHenderson, Muirkirk; R. Holmes, Bunny-
bridge: W. Millar, Glasgow; J. C. M'George, Dum-
fries; H. M'Kean, Greenock; R. G. M'Millan,
Glasgow; J. A. Robertson, Govan; A. B, Bcott,
Govan: and James Wyllle, Glasgow.
~ Prufessor Petrie, the eminent Egyptologist,
synakes a siatement of great interest to students
ol the history of draughts. While excavating,
“ hey got down {o the Temple of Seneferu, firat
king of the fourth dynasty, 3766 B.C., the earlicst
date ever reached. They found beautiful archi-
tecture, bronze chisels, stone axes, and—a
draughts-board!” This would indicate that our
game was known and practised by the Egyptians
five thousand yeawp ago.

Australian Town & Country Journal 14™ May, 1898

' DRAVGHTS ITEMS.

At latest A. Jordam and R. Atwell have cone
tested O gamea for the Londom championship, all
with drawn resulis.  The last twe were “'Switch-
pra"  The E.D.A. new time rule of 15 . moves
pev ‘hall hour was introduced.

Historians refuse (o agroee am to  how
thovaand years the twin games of dmu:'hu-|:5
ches have been played. irecks and HRomana
spent some of that lunurious easo for which Hu{
were noted at the draonghts board; Egvptians
bensath the shade of their pyramids ﬂud;rﬂ;

next “move’” in sphinxy sflence; and o

the history of nations draughtsa have

awar the time of the idle and given the

l intellectia]l recreation. The Scolch

led modern peonlea in their soperioriiy =

the game Only twilce during the cenfury has

the world's champin teen held by ofher than

[ n. James Wyllie held the champion-

ship of the world almost continuously for

Fram Kot only do Reotchmen play the game

home, but when they go abroad they carry

love of the game wilk them and teach it

o {he patives of thelr adopted jungle with Lthe
mpirit of a true missionary.

Leader (Vic) 29" December, 1906
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Daily Mail (Qld) 28™ May, 1925

“DRAUGHTS - CEMENT BOARD

Perhaps the most interesting event in the history of draughts in this State took place on Saturday
afternoon at Musgrave Park, South Brisbane, when the giant cement board was declared open
for public play. The actual playing squares cover 16 square feet.

Alderman J. Keogh (Mayor of South Brisbane) stated that the letters from the South Brisbane
Club had led the council to unanimously decide on the construction. He hoped that players
would recognise it was for general use.

Alderman A. Laurie (member for Buranda on the Greater Brisbane Council remarked that
possibly it would not be long before a similar board would be available in the city.

Mr D. MaclIntosh, (President of the South Brisbane Draughts Club) presented the Mayor with a
gold locket as a memento of the occasion.

QUEENSLAND CHAMPIONSHIP

The tourney was continued on Saturday night at the school of Arts. The unfinished games
between J.T. Gray and J. Heffernan was played to a draw. The next two games were also
drawn. They will now play two more games until one is declared a winner. Play will be
resumed next Saturday afternoon.”
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AxTIQUITY oF e Gavwm: A Grisresy av
THE Past. —The antiguity of draughts is preily |
gencrally admitted. Amn intercsting factin this |
connection is menticned in a paper on * ‘Tenat
Liife in Palestine,"” coutributed by J. E. Bask-
noues to the Awelland Chronicle. Mr. B k-
house states ithat decp in the ground under an
arch of the Sisters of Zicm Conveat are the
ramaiue of the original pavement of Iirate’s
Palace Court, over which Jesus of Nazarsth |
was led to the peopls; and on this pavement
ara cleaxrly vieible marks evidently made for
the purpose of plaring some Roman game at:
dranghta. The scene theimagicationmay call up
iz not witkont a touch of tragic interest; the
g'clid Roman scldiers sitting cngressed at ths |
came while, a short distanee from them is
being enacted the ateat life drama in this
world's history,— IFesl Lothiian Conrvier, '

CrEss Axp DravenTs ™ Firzrov.—One of
the rooms in the handsome Town-hail baildings
ia set apart for the use of chess and draunghts
players, and we ara glad to say thet the boon is
highly apprecinted by tha citizens. Quite a
large number of boards are constantly engagad
every night, bot several of the best players make
& pownt of attending on Tuesday and Tharsday
nights, The privilegs has converted a number
of citirens iuto a friendly club with the advan-
tage of having a handsome rocm and po-d
hoards and men provided gratuitcusly. We
should like to see the other Towan-hall build-
ings of the suburbs put to such good use, ani
we think the players in the varicus diatricts
heve ouly to suogest to ths proper authorities
the midvantages of providing an agreezble
pastime to tha community in order to have
their wichea gratified. The mavoer aud ¢nun-
cillors ura only too pleased to encourage any-
thing which brings the eitizens ftog:the: in a
friendly and social manuvor, If the playcrs
referred to will only take the hiat, wo have no
doubt of their success,

Weekly Times 25" April, 1891
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DRAUCHTS ITEMS.

The Town and Country match at Geelong has
evely prospect of being a great success, From
private information we learn that the Country will
muster a particularly powerful team, but the
metropolitans should consider this a further in-
ducement to take the trip. A keen encounter at
Geelong  will add great interest to the larger
match in_ Melbourne, Intending players should
send in their names as soon as possible to the
secretary  Melbourne Draughts Club, Tillotson's
cale, Bourke-street.

Mr. F. T. Best, accompanied by Mr, 1. J. Ri.
shardson, paid a visit last week to the Immigranty*
Hume, Royal Park. An interesting exhibition of
simultancous play was given, the champion de-
monstrating his skill by keepiog twelve boards
busy, and coming out with the following score:—
Wins 19, losses 1, drawn games 3. The visitors
were most  kindly treated, and the champion’s
kindness was much appreciated.

Now that the winter is here the attendance at
the clubs is much brisker than Lefore, Many of
the leading experts are rapldly regaining their best
form, so a series of interesting matches should
shortly ens=ue,

We note the rival editors are still at war over
the engagement to tour in America, alleged to
have been promised Mr. Jordan on completion of
his mutch with Mr. Barker. Apparently no one in
America took the initiative to 2rrange the matter,
Mr. Jordan having no engagements to retain him
at once returned. There is a paralle]l case in the
Smith-Barker match. A number of minor matches
were mooled for Mr. Barker to engage in on fon-
cluding with Smith, The would-be pladiators,
however, spent too much time “considering.’’ Mr.
liarker was disinelined to hang  around doing
nothing, so retumed home. [History repeats
iself.

Leader 22" June, 1902

DRAUCHTS ITEMS.

Payne, the father of English draughts, in the
preface tn the fint book on the game ever pub-
lighid im the English language (1758), remarks:—
“Whatever may be determined concerning its
Use, ita DiMculiy 8 Incontestable; for among
the Multitodes that practise it, very few une
derstand it. There are indeed not many who by
any frequency of Playing can obtsin & moderate
Degree ol Skill without examples and instruc-
popa.''  This, comments Mr. Frank Duoope, is
a fair estimate of the qualities of the gume,
which stands as good to-day as on the day it wad

written,

A Scoteh teacher was engaged in giving explana-
tions of historical terms po the class, and at the
clege of the lesson, wishing to test the ils*
knowledge, ssked among other guoslions  =-"" 4
4 o King?® *“Please, miss," came the startling
reply, “he's a erowned man that can move both
backwards and forwards." Evidently tha
youngater knew more about draughts than his-

Lo y.
Leader 17" December, 1910
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DRAUGHTS ITEMS,

Mu. Hempuasor snd Mr Howston, who briog with
thri the repulation of having been two of the best
draughts-playcrs in New Zesland, are now in Mel
bourne, and have been welcome visitors at some of
the recent mestings of the Melbourne Dreughis Cligh,
Mr. Houston Is an ex-presidont of the Dunedin Chess
and Drsoghbis Clab, and jest twlore loaving lor Mel-
bourne be was the recipient of a handsome volome of
 Universal History," In reecgnition of the [rendly
I'-nluT enberfalned lowards hun by the wewbers of
that alub,
hflll Inteat news fromi the Herd Laddie gives the
staligtion of his play in New Jea'and up o April 13,
He was Lhon &t ristchuich, and had beon recenitly
visiling Ashburton and Tiowra, Al Ashburton be

ayed @ cuuies, wll of which he won ; and at Timar
Klu played b8 fillll. of which he won 97, the remain-
ing gmsme belng
wad s follows :(—Games pluyed, B 40 ; Iruuu won,
8,302 ; gamen lost, 5 ; and gared Juwnl 16L

In t!u Boglish draughts columns which have
rotuntly come t0 haod & goud deal of sy fun has
been poked st Mr. C. F. Barker's assuimption of the
title of ** Drnnghis Champion of Gress Britwin mnd
Amerien.” Poopie want ko kuow on what groouds be
calls himsell the champion of Great Britain, True, he
beat Mr. Martin® ; but Mr. Martios is only an ex.
champlon. Heace, sll the right ihat that vielory con-
fers on Mr. Barker Is 1o uso tho prefiz double ex to
his newly assumed title

drawn.  iis botal seore up 1o date

The Australasian 28™ April, 1888

DRAUGHTS NEWE.

Mrs Beth Turner, a member of the Chicago Chess
and Checkers Club, died recently. Mr. Turner
played checkers for the highest wager on record.
In the early seventies he and another miner on
the frontier staked a thousand dollars a side on
the result of a single game, and Mr. Turner won.

Mr. R. Jordan, champion of the world, arrived
in London on Saturday, January 20, and left for
Edinburgh that night, much to the disappoint=
ment of the members of the Wanderers' Club.
He promised to return to London after fulfilling
in cngagement in the south of Scotland. Ho has .
1greed to the conditions mentioned by Mr. C. F.
Barker, the American champion, as to restrictlon
ind stakes, and the match will probably come oft
n the autumn of this year. Mr, Jordan mean-
~hile takes a trip through the south of Scotland
ind England.

The "Draughts World'' says that Mr. Stewart's
victory In the Scottish tournament was a Very
ropular one, and the championship will lose none
of its lustre whilst in his possession. The Kelty
wnd Blairadam Brass Band played ““Bob” up from

:he station, and he was carried shoulder-high by
wome of his club mates.

Australian Town & County Journal 24™ March,1900
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DELATT TS CITAMPION,
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My, Richard Jordan,

A Hichord Jdord s, deangiers chagmion of
the wwored, was Lorn o Edogbargl o 1572
When ateat 13 veurs of age o comnwenced oo
tuke groat mterest ik Cne game, and g D9
wis sucerneiul 1D earryine off thee gabi modal
af the Ediglapsl Vlsibam] beeoming chanpion
of that yozr,  In bue Wyllie liandieap Medal
Curaistition, whicl was opon to wl] piuyers who
hiwd played o oatea With Mo Weine during
the Tnet woeelk of Lia etav in Mo-linlargh, he met
Me W Tore, and, Luth plaving from sevateh,
th resuit was -loedew, 2 Porto 4 drawn,
$, bois was towards the oJose of 1500, Whun
thn = Henl Laddie” visttd Edinburgl after
Uiz Aystrafiry toir Jordan om that oveasion
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The Express & Telegraph (SA) 15" October, 1898

DRAUCHTS ITEMS.

Tue “HERD LapDIE" AT ARMADALE—Mr.
Wyllie concluded & two days’ visit at Armadnly
recently. ‘L'bo total number of games played was
b, and of these the champion wou 49, the retnaining
4§ Ee!ng drawn by Messra. Huuter, J. Fousyth, J.
Hussell and J. Prentice.

DiavuHTS 1IN HELTT.—Mr, James Wyllio was at
Kelty on léth mnd 15th Janvary, and played nll
comers in the Co-operative Hall, ™ He played in all
29 games, winning 19, losing 1 und deawing 8 Mr.
K. Birrel won the *' Uross.”  The fullowing secared
the draws (—R. Btewart, jun, and K Holmes, 2
each ; and W. Stewart, A. Arnott, W, Penman, T.
Cook and J. Bell, 1 sach, (M (our games H. Slawart,
L'I:-. hos played with Mr. Wyllls, ths result has

n one vach and two drawa,

THE "“HERD LippIE"™ AT Buoxpony,—Mr,
James Wyllie paid & visit to Broxborn on T
night, 21st January, anid 'ﬂﬂ Lill Baturday night.
He played in all 47 games, of which he won 329 and
drew 8. Mr. W, Forayto ont of throe games drew
2, while the fullowing drew one game each :—I"
Marr, J. Biark, J, M’ “{I‘ J. Waters, J, Burt aand
Neil M'Kenzie. Mr, Uie remarked that the
small number of games indicated that the
play in Broxburn was of a strong charncter.

MgEssns, Druﬁ and Reld commenced to play the
first game in their mateh of 10 games (draws aml
wins toeount)at abont 2 minutes past 7 pom. on
Buturday, &ith Pebruary, and they were fully
two hours playing ere Mr. Reid completed his win
Several onlookers remarked that the game was the
most ioteresting ons they bad seen ad for sowe
time, See Gans No, 1902 above.,  Students will see
a few eritionl and problematical positions worth
avadylng

CHawrioxs C F. Barker a visit to Providence,
Uulted States, 2nd Junuﬁuﬂ. playe1 all comers,
Mis score was :—Won, 41 ; lost, 1; drawn, & He
lusk to {lr. W. Lewis while playlug simulanecusly
Agninst in which the total was ;—Won, T; lost,
L:di:. 2'1. Across board his score was:—Won,

3 drmw

Leader 12" March, 1892 Wyllie in Scotland
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DRAVCHTES ITEWMD.
Mr. Jordan has been particularly suecessful in
bis simultancous ptay since his return from Ame-

rica,
It is said Veffner brought into the American
house & bundle of buoks too big for an ordinary
man to carry, and when asked what they were, re.
plivd that they contained injections for Barker.
It is related as a metter of checker history that
Barker rushed into Heffner's coaching room 1n the
hotel one forencon and  breathlessly demanded,
“supposing he goes $0..25 instead of 50, .26, what
am | to do”" As Hefiper did the awcating of the
math, he was in no humor for fault ﬂndmu: n_mf.l
report has it that he replied as f_u11--w-=:-1—-1:m|
ought ta know just wha! to de. '-‘._Il!!-' l!v!'l'll ¥
make some preparation for the affair? The Lr}}th
of the matter is, (lurley, ¥ou are rusty.” —
skichactors Cheokerist.”

No date

DRAUGHTS ITEMS.

From the “Pittaburgh Despateh’™ we leatn that
a ten-game subscription match between Jull
D'Orio angl Marry Licherwan resulted in a tie
one win cach, the rest drawn, Lisberman won
with the secomil _side of the *Dundee,'” while
D'Orio stored with the first Jlle ol the “Swit-
cher.”” The latler is taking o tovr West on ae-
count of his health, aud is minglimg checkora with
a needed vacation, He interds to stop off a1 Dene
ver, Ralt Lake City and Ban Frinecisco.

M. 1. H, Limbrey has just issiend i pawphlet
form his interesting “Aocient History of the Game
of Druugiits,”* the subject nutter of which he de-
livered as » letture during his tour a conple of
vears sgo.  Egypt, in his opinfon, is the birth-
rhcf.- the game, and he given some remurkable
Hustrations, fram his own drawings, of spefent
boards and men dug wp by eminent archxologiss
aiwl transplanted to the British Museum, An ex-
cellent preface o the work lms beon writien by
Mr. F, W, Lewis,

Mr. F. Dunne, in the "*Yorkshire Observer,”” lun
the following note on the *"Drasghts World,” which
has recently ceased publieation:- **The ‘Draughts
Worlil,® that par excellent magrzine, i, we.re-
gret to sy, defunct., The editor awd proprietor,
Mr. A. Dryson, has labored long and ar.hmu»]{ o
muke it o Lusiness sucerss, bu. at last is reluet-
antly compelled to abandon the rrggle, A thou-
sane pitles!  Although the wagizine had olrtaimsd
a weorld-wide cirenlation during (he twenly years
of its existenee, it was never pewmunepative; ot
its many interesting volmmes will always be froa-
smee] by dranghts players as a0 monumient of the
withor's love for the game, wlih kopl e mag.
#he alive for o nuny years*”

The visit of a team of metropalitan players f
Wirrnamboal 1o meet their countey friemds in s
niatch oromises to be & succrssful cvent. Many
leadive experts have signified their intention of
spenling the Christmas holidays on the trip.

Leader 6™ December, 1913 Limbrey Review
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THE DRAUGHTE WORLD CHAMPION-
; SHIP.

After s fortmight's contest at Glas-
gvw for the dranghts championship af
the warld, between Mr. Kobert Btewsrt,
the British resentative, and Mr.
Newsl W, + ths Ameriean repre-
sentative, the comcluding siage was
rearhed last month. The maich was for
forty games, and the final score wan
;“l:‘l.‘ﬁ iwo wu:."l and !nll'ﬂ'.l oRa Tn,

Eimes drawn, Stswart gaining
the title of draggphta champion of the
world, and ales n chegue for three hun-
dred pounds. PRanks, the laser, reeeiv-
ed & cheque Tar two hundred pounda.
This in probably the A most Impertant
match zver played in the history of
draughts, certainly the most (mportant
within recent years. The number of
games drawn constitutes & meosrd, Lhe
nearest approach being 36 in the Jordan-
Barker match st Beston, UBA, when,
with two wine each to Jordan sad Bar-
ker, that mitch rFepulted in & draw, and
ever since then the Amerlicans have been

F o gain the titls, Slewart acknew-
jedgped Banks te be one of ths best play-
era he had cver met.

Hobart Mercury 1* April, 1922
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LECTORE ON DRATGHTS.

The English ex-chumpion, My, Allsn Hynd, lns
no smull reputntion ns n student of the hiztory nod
literabnre of the gnme.  The substonee of o roeont
lecture of his to o large audienco wos ns follows ;—

Competent awthoribies, suid Me. Hynd, nssert
that tle pastime was practisod over 3OO0 FOALE i,
and traees of the gama hnvebeen found on Reypiinn
monumontys of even an enclierdnby, Profesaor f"‘ubrlu.
the eminent Burpbologizk, valntes that whilsh
axenvabing the Tewple of Sopefern, the first king
af il fourth dynasty. 3706 no, that nwongat obher
dingoveries they fonid o dravghta bonrd. From
Egype the prume migmicd to Greeee, and frow Sheooee
to Homep. Although thors enm be ne doubt thet
these old races-——Bgyplions, Grovks, and Komins—
played n guwe which in appearnnee nt lonit wos
similar to that which we pliy today, it must La
udmitted thnt their muﬁhu-rw of pliy nre pure eon-
jetburea oa our purb, sioce me wxplanatory wook
exists, The Hrsb work on Cha prme 3= nn old manu.
reriph written about the year 1600, und which Is to
be found in the Derngian Tibeary, ‘The fiest
printed work: i that of Anton Torquensdn, nublished
im Vnalemels, fu 1547, ‘'ben followed Cronkises by
obiter  Spanial  wreitors,  nobably  Jusn  Gacein
Cnuei:l.,}'n-s and Josepi Carlos Gueein, whoso works
wore published o 1630 and 1685 respastively,
Snndwiched bebweon chiso el two works 7 one Ly
Pipere BLillet, mubhematicinn to tho Kingrof Franes,
nnd published o Puris io G5, Malles in Ins wark
stuted Ghob tho guwe was go popnler in Franes in
hiz duy » thob thers wis worcesly o hovse io which
droughts-bonrd eould not be found,” 1he fivst Briciah
wriber on the gawme i3 Williaw Payoe, ke Mallak,
also a professor of matbawibics, whose worlh wos
pulblished in London im 173, Tha work was
dedieatod to the Farl of Rochelort, whn, despite his
muny froilties, wos o good patron of the nets nnd
seimnees. T'he dediention wis  weitben by Do
Samwmel Jolinsen, who, 03 rendors of Boawall'a graat
hiogrnphy will have mobed, was an enthivsinstia
nluyer, Subsequently thero appeived in 1800 Josbn
Storpes’  colobrated " Goide te the Game of
Draaghts  his work atill somning k recomnised
autbority. The Hst of subseribers which iz pnb.
lished in this worli is vemackable tesbimony to thao
fact dbuk the gnme wos vory popular swongot the
odueatol aod énltured classss. oo waerl was
dedionted to Prince Georgy of Wnlss, nftorwirds
George TV., wha ook a nnwmber of eopios, ned
wmenzst  the subscribara wers such  well-known
pames to fame as Chavlez Tawes Fax, the Whis
rﬂ'.l'l.l.ll_'f. Lord Molbunrne, the Hi',".'llt ]hu;_ Hunrﬁr Ihin-
dng, nnd the * Geenk Commonor,” Willinm Pite, thon
FPrime Minister. Mr. II}"T!I[]. tiwn '[Jrnu!;'![l._'l:r_lll e hri'ln-
useful bintz on the practics of she e, hut Grsk of
all warned tha ployers presens that thess s ne royil
vead to the nequivemsent of the science.  duccess
will be commenzuimte with the wmoont of imduatey
wned perssvernnee you bring tonevomplish thus ohjest,

Maitland Mercury 21* June, 1902
only
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Mr George W. Iharborn, of Lbowell. gova
& most lntoresting and eudermalning @l af
the Hoston Y. M C.U. Io hls Jhustoaileus of
nutable gomes und shols e disployed o Te-
murkable mwewory, Witoul the wae of eltbher
book or note be, for moat three hoaes, -

Inyed guite g pumber of thew, glving thelr
Elstnrlu nud  datos mosl avcuralely. flia
maeterly way of presenting hils matter wad
repeatedly appinuded (hroughout. ’

Alkghepy Cliy has an pepirant and yontis
ful champlon, sged 11 ¥ears or thercabions.
He driited toto O, A, 1L, Hall just az uné
or two of the laggards In the Leam nalh
were winding up thelr games and wonted
to be palred mEniost  Bomeong, nn_d wos
greatly disappoipted wben Informed chat u?
could pot get a place in the city team unll
next Decormilon Day, Mr Crookston sooght
ta quls blm, and asked the litde fellow 10
propounece judgment on the outceoms of ”.1_10
Ecme pending between Maldge and Koutr!i
‘] think thal ope tindicating Konold} ougl
te win,' “Why do you think so?’ wre il
next question.  “'Because he has eix ml IH:
five,"" was the reply, “and ought ta win D
tracding off." ““Why, child, thai other m '.E
la the cbempion aod beals us al', li'-l_l' 4
Croskslon. And the youngsler, wilh o coinh e
emirk, retorted—""lie may e & y_hﬂllflg'l':f':
but hB ﬂnn‘rhlm:-h Jike It just mow =Ll
bur eapatrh,*”

M[:;am p:kulhah:r, Wilkinaon and I-Todzﬂ_f'lﬂ
Jupe 18 commenced at  thelr Douse, Wols
Vngion strecl, Sirand, 1he rale of o !l'l'l';

ertlon of books mnd manurcripts (rom }I_

ountloine Library of Narford Hall rﬂ:{g
falk, collceted In the relgos of Queen nra-
and the first two Georges, High priecs n 48
valled, p fourtsesib century  wHADUACLIPL s
0ld Nerman rench an vellum "‘ﬂ“"".a_
chess and other gemes, with problems, il‘ h
lising LSO, the purchaser belng Mr Quar ﬂ”-
This manusgeript consisied of 182 mf;pii
quarto size, on which are drawings of ¢ e
boards Im blark and while, whb ﬁl!':"“m
gold and red and mapuscripl rvulmiullu!uhnr
anlutlons, We hope that full paruc s
of the MS4. wiil be publishod, an It 18 fbﬂ
to relate 1o ‘'rhess and other games, Fok
we are imbued with the ldva that it may s
tain some toleresting reference 1o our
ancient pastime of draughts

e e

Weekly Times 11" October, 1902 part



The Argus 18™ November, 1911

“Draughts champion dead

Mr Richard Jordan, who recently died in Edinburgh Infirmary, as the result of an accident, was
the world’s draughts champion. He was a born player, and took to the game at the age of 13.
In 1891 he beat the “Herd Laddie,” James Wylie, and in the following year, in a match of 30
games, Jordan won by two games to one, the others being drawn. In 1896 Jordan won the
championship of Scotland, by beating James Ferrie, and later in the same year, he again beat
Ferrie for the world’s championship, and a stake of £100.  Subsequently Jordan won several
matches for the championship and money stakes in Great Britain and America. He held the title
continuously from 1893? To the interested onlooker the feature mostly remarked upon in his
style when contesting individual games was the complete absorption which the great expert
bestowed upon the board.”
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DRAUGHTS GAMES
Opening in Hobart
Record Features

HOBART, Suniday.

For the first occasion in the history
of dipughits in Tasman!a .l Australinn
chainplonahip lg beng beld st Hobart,
The tournament beguh in Lhe Town
Hail sesterday morning, and play con-
unued throughout the day. o the
evenlog the counci meb.

A civig recepllon was U(andered the
winitors by the Lord Moyor (Mr. J. 4.
Wignall), wha expresscd ploasure at
tha nrge representation from  main-
iand states, |1 was ® Ane tribute to
the miandurd of the game of Tasmania.

Altogeiher 33 ~iayers are taking park
making & record entry for any chams
plonship tourzney ever to have been
hald. Eleyen have coma from Vie.
torim, thres [rom New South \Wales,
one from (neenalnnd, nnd four from
Houth Australia Tesmana's ecolry of
14 1s alwo m recopd Lur oany  iondividual
mats, A 1atal of £100 Wil he glven
in prizs money ns well a8 o Dumber of
trophles.  Tho pum eansily eXceeds any
previnus prige st of the past, Among
thowe taking part are J. Hoyies (Aus-
tralian champion) and the following
Flale champions: —11. Kegan (Vietoriad,
V. Rlckarts iXNew South Woes), J, V.
Harle (Scuth Australla), G, Mondla
(Tasmanin), Tt ia expacted that play
will continne for sboit 10 days

After tha civie pecoption players
weéro Fiven their npening moves im tha
tournament room Yesterday tho
eompotition woas confined U e prolimin.
ary round 18 which the plavers were
graded  imty winnera mand Tomeras
clagses, The (nniestants will fomoon
in thess dlvisens thrnughsut the tour-
nament. As those fn the winners' = pas
are drfeatvd, they will awtomatically
Be dralted Lo the losers’ closs.  [{emylis
yeaterdiay PEL——

Prellminary Hound.—Hoyles [(Vie-
toried, 4 wins, U Waith (Tasmania,
il Hickard (%New Sauth Walen),
wing, @ Hean (Vietorlay, 1 win' amd
one gpume druwn; Earle (South Ays-
trdlm), ¥ wns, o, Way (South  Ats.
tralia), nil, one gmmse drawn. Aok
fTasmonai, 2 winm, o 7% LW e
torin), nil: and one gamas drawn: Troe
Enskles (Victosin), 2 wins, dcfeated
Michaal {Tasmaniay, ni), one zame

Examiner (Tas) 29™ March, 1937

Aboriginal Draughts Player

Comparison of the skill or abil
ity of the Australan aboriginal
to cempete evenly with Europe
ans in other than athletic sports
has often bheen  chullenged. It
took a bt of persuasion  from
the Adelaide Dranghts  Club to
get Jucob Harris (o full-blooded
native from "ort Macleay Mission
station) to try his skill in the Ad
elaide draneht championship o
Adelaide. (tathered at this
tournament  were the champions
representing six  Commonwealth
States, and aguinst three Harris
measured  his skill.  Before the
performance  Harris had never
seen any books on the game, and
his knowledge rested slowly  on
his natural game, gains] through
playing fellow  men on the mis
sion station.  He had never pre-
viously playved in o tournament
gnd naturally was extremely ner
vous  on first  esting these
giants of the game, g5 they must
have appeaved to him. Throush
aut the tournament the presence
amd domgs of Jueob Harris were
an outstandine feature  and the
utmost  respeet  was shown him
through the true sporting  spirit
e dhisplayed.  An appreciation
of these  courtesies  were nieels
rmplinsised @t an evening session
by an  jwmpromptu  speech mads
by him. Harris. in his ties, de-

See next section over
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hix him Harris. in his ties, de-
feated N, MeGeopor  from New
Soath Wales, and defeated R
Holmes,  from West Anstralia

In the winners' olagss in defeatine
'Holmes. Harris made history fod
his vaee, for o avhieve] 5 won
dertul  performanee Holmes
wis the 1917 Australian dranghts
clampton, aml g roeognised mas
ter of the zame. as evidencad hy
thee agtherities  gquotine him  in
all publications on the game of
dranehits, Harris was defeated
m the second round of the  win
ners I:I.Hm. I‘I'l. N nn_\,'lﬁ-. -T-.'Ephu'
wn vhampion) The analvsis of
1!]" HIT ]‘I‘Illl.'i i ]b_‘l. 1:.‘-]!'1"[5 “l':qr]
Played 23, won & drawn 7. and
lost 8—u truly wonderfu!l perfar
martre and unheard  of in the
of the rame The
remarkable nature of this foat is
shown By the faet that T Eean
winier of the championshin fanly

levmer hiastors

won 10 games, and Richards (the
ranner ypl om M ooames mlaved
onlv peenrded 8 wins, thns Har
ris wo

s My oaMmes As anv
l'l'rﬂ'|_||-'1'i|||!'_ "T";ET‘];T"’_' 1'11,: r-|{|.f””1+
final

Manilla Express 4" June, 1926
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The Draughts Champion,

JAMES FERRIB,

The draughts champion of the warld,
although born in Scotland, i 0f Trisl descent,
both lis parents belongiog to the Emerald Lale,
He was Horn at Grenock in December 1857, and
in thus in his 4ith year. Ile has played
draughts for about 20 yenrs, sud his defeated
inmach play W. Campbell of Glasggow; W.
Bi=attie, of Liverpool ; aud (i, Smith of London,
s won the championship of Launrkshirz in
1590,  While on o visit to Uritnin, J. P, [lesl,
the Champion of Ametien, sulleced defeat at his
hands in n subseription mateh of six pames, the
scores being : —Ferrio ¢, Read |, drawn |, In
May 1501, he defested William Dryden, of
Glasgaow, for n stake of £100and the champing:
ship of Seotland. It i3 n stranss coincidvsce
that he was defeatod in the two last Seottish
tournaments by young Stewart, of Blairadam,
Fifeshire; the present champion of Scotland,
Hia victory over Wyllio for s stake of £100 anid
the championship of the world in 0 proteactad
matceh of 94 games s unparrailod in the Listo
of the game, He ls extremoly mwodest anc
eatesmed by all who koow hiw,

Weekly Times 16™ June, 1894



DRAUGHTS

THE CHAMPIONEBHIPE:

‘Fha. merond Biage In the  draunghin
pournamemn for the championship of
Anstelln may be Baid to have cool-
pogeed yreterday @t the Metropale
Thore &till in the cumpeition  are
ajessve Povien and Flocsfall o tha
wipners' clpss; Mesirs Earla. Rie-
kard. Bareisen.  HArris,  AFsLCOTE.
Hoodie pod Egap s rbe blees” clésan.
snd Measrs Durkes and Windsor. o the
com=ntation chlome.  ICowikl L eped
ihal twa 'Fasmanlans. toar Viekorlans,
ima Souch Austrabiame, ohfe JUesns-
isnder and two Sviner. players &ti]l
rucvive .

The loog sad sirenuoos the Delwssm
Rickord =0d Forefoll emded g Lbhe
peoraing ssaglon, Mr Horsfall provisz
:he vielgr wilth two ghes {0 000 RO
14 frawa, Thig & the lmgest e In
(he hlztory of the Australian cham-
plonsbip  tourneys.  The lest ‘skx
-ames were played ubder the barved
aponikgs ballgt, The thres Enmes
won or leal woro ofl played andes
ibheoe condithons, showlng ihe wis-
fem cf barriag thess openings until
ihey wra batter anderstood.  Horsfatl
i paw playiog Boyles for Aret place in
the winners' eectlon, io the lonsers”
soctlon Armeicong pliye Meodie, Har-
cls mlays , and Hgan plays
he winser of the EarleRickard Le,
which ig now In progioss.

Al the ond of the aflernoon seseabon
Borles bad galned a win and u draw
apainat Horafall, Armetrong ang Moo
{fe had won twe oach, Barghion amd
Harrla pluyed two draws, nid Earke
gl Hbeknmd won one each. Io the
cousolation cluss Wledsor heal Towns
ppd wili meet Lurle loomorrow jo the
cnBRnlalben Aonl,

I.asr ndght the plavers and visliors
wikd [ guests of the association st
lba Wotlonal Theatre.

Winpers' Third Eound,
Wins. Dira Wi
1 Bovylea i Harglson ]
Horstall & bye,
* Loke

! Ceolfeld &  Harrip :
I Moodia b Richordm 1
2 Armeiroog @ O Toole, U
Eurla* Rlekaid
*lindechled.
Copsolatlony Third Hoang,
1 Towns 1 Winksay
Darle a hre

Daily Telegraph (Tas) 22" April, 1927

Chess and Draughts.

Trn first pnoosl mesting of the above clab waa hall
rex Lnurslay ewcaing at the Howesl School of
Ares.  Uhe Mayvor (Mre, R B Mackenzie) oocapiod
the ghair,  Thore were alue present tho Beemobary
(Mr. W. Boarke), Troasurer (Mre. H. R Linthorn),
and Messrs. Thirele, Hopman, Hodgson, Foerd, and
Fradat, Apalogy for owo-atben lwnee was received
from Mr, d5avin Georpge.

I'he report ahowed that the eluo war formad on
the fire of April. [N, Snes then matohes Dod
bepn played againet Moss Vale, Mittagong, Howesl
Fire Brigade Drpoghl Cluby, Glenguarry, and Hober-
ton Park Clubs, Honora wars abool eqoslly dividad.
Two tournsmenta had been sucgessfully earried on.
The one juat eom pletod provied very interesting, and
was the ineons of keepiug members togesher at a
very oritical siage in the history of theeluh,  Fiest
plare was secured by Mr. Fraser and second by Mr,
Bopman.,  Several very inlerasling simolianesoms
gamad had taken placs with Mr. Mockenae,
of the Sydney Chess Club,  Regret wan expresied
&t the deparinre of so many intereating chess play.
ors from the distrigt.  This list incioded Medses,
Oxlay, Grovenor, Limhorn, Mitehesl, Liwchiietd,
Muackenzie, and Hall. The invitstion to take part
in the Warrnambaoo) prosesdings el to be dealined.
‘The expense in lorming the club and parohusing of
men and necossary hoar la was wipe | off and & sur-
ploe of 1l laft. The report wae wloptad.

Bome discossion then followed ne to whether the
alub should be sontinaed owing to se many membera
goiog away. Ou tho opiolen of the sheinman it
was decided to eontinua as no farther expenss was
necessary, and there was every posamlity of the
méembership lereasing.

Arrapgementa for nnother tonrnament and relorn
matches wera left in the hands of the ssoretary o
finally srrange.

Bowral Free Press 12" May, 1897
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Weekly Times 17" August, 1907

“MELBOURNE DRAUGHTS CLUB

The annual meeting was held in the club room, Temperance Hall, Russell Street on 10" August.
The president (Mr David R. Hay) occupied the chair. The chairman gave a brief history of the
club and strongly urged members to induce their friends to join its ranks. The election of office
bearers for the ensuring year resulted as follows:- President Mr David R. Hay; vice president
Mr L.H. Wells; hon. Secretary Mr James Mclnnes; hon. Treasurer Mr L. Rees; committee:-
Messrs. W. Houston, F. Salman, A. Watson, J. Green, and P.C. delegates to the V.D.A. Messrs
David Hay and James Mclnness, sub-delegate Mr Houston. — The prizes won in the handicap
tourney were handed over to winners. 1° prize L. Rees, 2™ prize James McInnes; 3™ A. Tucker.
A vote of thanks unanimously passed to Messrs. L. Rees and F. Salmon for their donations to the
club funds. It was also resolved that another handicap tourney should be started shortly after
the town and country match. Visitors using the club in the meantime will be eligible to take part
in this tourney. The annual subscription is very moderate and within the reach of all classes of
players.”
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DRAUGHTS

EGAN AND EARLE UNSEPARATED

Final of Losers’ Class in Australian
Championship Tourney

THE Australian draughts champlon-
ship is nearing the end. When the
1ith day of play was entered upon wt
the Hobart Town Hall yesterday Egun
iV.) and Rickard (N.EW.) continued
the Lith game of thelr unfiniahed 1ie
in the seml-final of the losers’ cluss
The “barred,” or weak openingm, wers
brought into requisition te break the
fle. Egan had the weak side In the
first game. His superlor knowledgs of
these wenk openltgs stood him in good
stead, and he graduslly forced & win,
With the strong side In the second
gume ho made the draw safe, and thos
won the tle. Hickard put up m plucky
fight agalnst big odds, and will divide
the fourth and fifth prises with Arm-
strong, of Vietoria
The final of ties In losers’ cluss was
entered upon during the afternoon
semplon when Egan (V. and Karle
(5.A.) ficed each other. Egan had the
hlack mlde in the firet game, and work-
Ing up n strong position had the South
Australinn . champlon In difficulties,
Earle made a great flght, but the odds
wers Lot great, and Egan seored a win,
The second game wos |ard fought, but
Egan kept the draw iIn slght., and
finimhed the afterncon with a win up.

Evening Session

'I_‘III-,'. ti® between Earle nnd Eggn woas

continged during the evoning prs-
slon, mnd Beme good  draughts wae
withererd by g Inrge erowd of onlook-

eras The Dalloted upenlng was 1110,
i 03, and Edgan with the Lipck =hde
“Whilter”  wpening.  Ie  seemed  to

have the stronger game for a
time, byt the South Ausirallan clti-
pion, by aecurdate play, broke through
nnd more than «vicned the pusition,
YtwnsTor=iwo™ by the Yietorian, how-
cver, clearsd the positlon, end another
drivw was the result. Emtering upon
fhai (purih grame some early exchunges
followed, with Little advantags 1o eilher
slde.  I'lay  procecded.  with Egan
chtaining rather a strong contee ol
pradudlly forcing Earle to tha side afl
the bwanl. The South Austrllan fought
back, ond & “four=for-four” Break
soviied to give him an advantage.
PMlaying confidenily, Egan camae out to
cover s pieces, but Earle, exchang-
ing in the double corner, made the
‘-I'J.L‘T.ur‘lﬂ.h'u positlon  untenable, And

Victurlan'™s  position  untenable, and
Egan reslgned,

A Turther two games will be played
hils rorning,

Poyles  iwinber of the winpers
rlasd), awatis the winner, whs will

mest him in the grand flnal of the
LOWUrney.

Results of Play
l{l-.'-f-il.‘I-T&l of play fu the morning amd
afternoon  Bersloiie woare: Exun

VLY thres  wlos,  defested Tidc kg
IN AW two wing, and seven games |
drawn,

Laerrs' class flnalr Eein one wln,
nmil I2arle one draw (ugdbnlehed

Pliy lnet plght resulted: Ezan (V)
une win niml Earle (A one win, and
twa draws unfAnlshed)

HISTORY OF THE
TOURNEYS

Began In Melbourne
22 Years Ago

The limory of the Auscralian
draughts chammonship congress from
1815 I8 Inicresiing, The corpetition
Tor the national ttls is really blenninl
but for various reasons Lhis has 1.0t
leen wtrielly adhered Lo,

Held In Melbourne in 1915, with a
field of 20 competitors, the prize win-
ners Bt the tourney wers: 5 Colies]]
(V.1 13 B, Holmes (WA 20 W, T
FEgan (V., 4 Weat Australia <on-
ducted the next tournsy in 1917, and
Ferth was the venue, None of the ol bar
Htafes ware nble o send represen-
tativen bichuse of the rather short no-
tee given of the proposal to hold the
tourmey. The compelition atiracted ap
URIry of seven compelltors, wll  West
Austrplinns, and ihe prize winneer
ware: H. Holmes, 1: H. Boardman, o
. Fatrick, 3.

AR noresult of the Influenza spidell.
the 1410 congress was postponed for 17
monthe, and 1920 muw It take place 1))
Pirishane, with a total of 13 compaetitors,
fL T, Egan (V.) won fOret pirlee, with
J. Evanes (Q.) riinoer-up, and J. Boyles
1.0 third,

Sydney had the conduct of the nex
trarney, and I4 players took part. H,
T. Egan (V.) mgaln won fArst prize
with E. W. Smith (MN.8.W.) second, and
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“B. Rickard (NSW) third.  In 1924 Melbourne no fewer than 30 entries being received, and
cash prizes were presented totalling £95. The prize winners were:- H.T. Egan, (Vic.), 1; R.
Holmes (WA) 2; J. Lane (NSW) 3.

ADELAIDE’S TURN

Adelaide’s turn came in 1926, and an entry of 15 players was secured (including George Moodie
Tasmania). Egan won his 5" title V. Rickard (NSW) being 2™, and J. Boyles (Vic.) 3. Then
came Tasmania’s first congress and this took place in Launceston in 1927. The field of 22
competitors included representatives from all state excepting W.A. J. Boyles (Vic.) won his first
championship at this tourney, J. Earle (SA) being the runner up and J. Armstrong (Vic.) 3".
Brisbane staged a successful tourney in 1929 and the 20 entries received included all the leading
experts with the exception of J. Boyles of Victoria, who was unable to participate because of
illness.  A. E. Sargison of Hobart represented Tasmania. W. Penman (NZ) won 1% prize. J.
Evans (QId) 2™ and J. Armstrong (Vic.) third. By the rules of the Australian Draughts
Association, New Zealand residents are now not eligible to compete for the Australian title.
Draughts was at a low ebb in NSW when it became the State’s turn to hold the 1931
championship, and the few enthusiasts who were keeping the game alive in Sydney had
reluctantly to relinquish their turn to hold a National Congress.

Melbourne next made a brave effort to hold an Australian tourney, and this took place in 1932.
Conditions in Australia were unfavourable at the time, and the fixture received little support
from the remaining states. Of the 20 entries received 11 were Victorians and G. Moodie (Tas.
Champion) represented his state. J. Boyles (Vic.) again won the title with J. Armstrong (Vic.) 2™
and H.T. Egan (Vic.) 3.  Victoria was again successful in holding a tourney in Melbourne in
1934 and 20 competitors took part. The tourney was held in conjunction with the Centenary
celebrations.  J. Boyles won his third title, with V. Rickard (NSW) 2™, and W.W. McLaughlin
(NSW) 3™,

TASMANIAN CONGRESS

Tasmania’s request to hold the next national congress in Hobart was granted and the Tasmanian
Draughts Association for the tourney to be held at Easter of that year. At the request of
mainland competitors the Easter date was postponed until Christmas, and then postponed until
Easter of this year. The postponements resulted in a large mainland entry, and the record
number of 33 competitors began in the competition. Every effort has been made by officers and
committee to ensure a successful congress, and judging by the favourable comment made by
present mainland visitors, they have succeeded. The tourney in drawing to a close and the
finals are in progress. All connected with the Hobart National Congress for 1937 will retain
pleasant memories of a happy and enjoyable fixture.”

Hobart Mercury 9" April, 1937
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ENTOMBED MINERS PLAY DITATGHTS.
“RIZADS LIKE A ROMANCE.

One of the mest touching incidents in the his-
inry of the gome of droughiz wes witnesged at the
recent enfombment of nineteen miners in o pit
in Ayrghire. The pit known as Auldhowseburn,
at the mining village of Muirkirl, was floodea
wilhh woier from o disused mine while foriy-four
men were a2t work.  Sorme of  thom  esea-
ped  will conslderable  visk and difficalty, but
ninetoon men were imprisoned in the mine. Some
of the men in their mee Lo the shaft were waist
deep in ilic water—three livea being drowned by
the rush of water. The resene of sixteon others
through 1he hravery and presence of mind of one
of thair nuomber—Rohort Bivlh (20), freman—is
a thrilling aidd entroncing wary. With a heroism
which deserves Io be remembrered wherever decds
of valor are {o be recounted, be remained behind
in the flooded pit, and victually saved the lives
of lig romrades, for when the water Proke in
upots him, inslead of uvaillng bimsel! of the op-
portunily offcred of those near the shait, he snid
to his brother. “Oood-hye, 1 am not married;
1"11 tell fhe others.”™ The story of Blyth's exer-
tions rands lilie a romance, He explored the whola
of the pit, gatlerod the men together, nnd con-
stituted himself their lesder, They had plenty of
light, cach miner having with him his launmp and
a supply of oil. By and by when the men became
cold, he warmed ten which seme of them had
with them in their flasks and pave each a sip.
After many hours of pumping the flood was re-
duced, and Blyth, after {wo unsuccessful atitempis
bravely stepped into the water for the thivd time,
and wading though it. neek high, resched the
Lottom of the shalt, where he rang the bell, thus
giving the watchers ab the pit hend the first in-
dication that someones underground was alive. The
gallant fireman returned to his comreades, snd not
long after they were all rescued, much exhaesied,
after thirty hours’ entombment.

Ome' of the youths,- Thomson, was questioned
by a reporter hew' they Bnesed the weary hours
entombed in the pit. They pot the time put in
wonderfully well, "After a' little while fear en-
tircly left the whole poarty, and they settled down

to games and reading the papers. ““What sort of
games ™" “Draughts, pitch end toms, and other
gamien,’ was the reply, “Did you keep a draught-
board im the pit?" *No, but we made a board on
the foor with chall. It was quite casy mokipns
the square=""  “*And where Jdid you get the men
to play with®' “Took the nutz and bolts off
the hutehes, the ane represented the block aod the
other the white."—"Dmuglics World. ™

Sunday Times (Sydney) 14" August, 1898
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DRAUGHTS

J.AK
AUTHOR'S BOLUTION NO. 37
26-23 12-19 3-8 20-27

18-28 1n-17 4-11 12-30
7-3 14-21 27-24
White wins.

NEWS AND NOTES

Two matches in the premiership
competition were played at the Cen-
Brunswick and
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derwood or ' W. Penmén, former cham-
plons, were avallable, but the list in.
cluded ruch well-known players as
A. Brown, J. Lueas (both ex-
champions) and & promising young
player named Welr. After a keen
contest Brown won with 213 points,
Lucas being secind with 21 and Weir
third with 18 HNelther Brown nDor
Lacas jost o gnme. The winner also
won in 1924, 1926 and 1928, He Is a
native of Christchurch, while the
other two I from Dunedin,

There s considernble doubt as to
the age of draughisa, W. 8. Branch.
ote of the authorities on the history
iof chess and draughts) states that
sreiéntifie research of the last hall

]

Problem No, 39,
By F. TESCHELEIT.
Black : 3. 5: Kings. 18, 20

The Sun (Sydney) 3™ June, 1934
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W hite 1, 12 16:; kuiags - 2 4
White 16 move and win.

century has fOxed the period of G
invention of draughts as the 13th
century aid glmost certalnly the las
20 yeurs of it

It was formerly thought that coe
game wie much older, but the belief
probably arece cwing to the ancient
Russian game of Latruncolorum
which Hid some similarity, though o
differed consldernbly from  moders
draughts and had no historic asso-
ciation. Probably the latter game was
playad In Britain long before
draughts,

EDINBURGH

Black [h While |HopRLR
in I 1e 1t 18 s ®
11 14 11 18 M 13
11 18 18 15 10 14 1 m
T ] 10 w0 18 Bt
1a 18 M n 1A I (L0 ]
12 14 [N 2 1B L 1
12 1% L 1317 s
nn Hn» T 1Bk

'k wins

NOTES

A Binck deliberated [or some tHime
and then by 13-17 makes & stroke
that clears 12 men from the board.
and wins in decizive Tashion

B: Played in Chicago some Years

CORRERSPONDENCE
W1l. No 38 s correct. No draw
ACGH: Correct Red: Glad you appre-
clate problems

The Sun (Sydney) 3™ June, 1934

Proughts in Anciont Eome,
—_— =

In Melmoth'sa translation of ** Flinys
Lestiers,” published jn 1810, the following
nllugion wo the anclsol Homan game of
“ Latrunculorum’” 4 given ln & [ooi-
noLe —

This game amoog the Romans Bcems to
have hivn much of the same nature with
inodern chesa. Thélr mon, which thoy
called Caleull or Latruocoull, were mads
sometimes of wax and sometimes of glass,
and were dietingulshed by black and while
colours. The invention of L has beew
carried by some #0 high a8 the elege of
Troy, butl Peter Texelra, in his History of
Persin (a8 gueted by Pltlscus, in bis Laz.
Amtig. Hom. ), imagines it to be of Perslan
orlgin, ' because,”’ says he, * in &l couns
irlee where this game le played, the
nameés of the men are elther the sams
with, or plainly & corruption of, those
glveti to them Ip the Porslan languags.'
Allusions to Lhin game are [regquent io the
classic wrilers ; bat the fulleat descrip-
tion of It 48 contmined im the following
limes, tnken from the little posm addreas-
ed to Pigo, which {8 w be found sl the
end »f some editlons of lLuean, aod is
generally ascribed to that author ;—

" When to relleve the labours of Lhy mind

Thou turo’st (rom desp research in arts

refin'd,

Hot in solt indolenco you wasie tha
hour,

Bt happier penius siill exerts s
powar ;

Ty mimic war the radiant (To0ops &re
led,

Aud martial ranks the varied tLabls
epread @

There sable batds, amd hers a snow-
white train,

With doubtivl fate of war the Oght
malctain,

But who with thew ahall dare dispuio
Lhe fiekl ¥

Led by thy hand, what warrior khows Lo
yield 7

Ur If he fall, he falls with gloricus
pride,

i vunguished for extended by his side

Unoumbered siraiagems thy forces try |

Now artful feign, and only felgn, to fly ;

Now boldly rushes, ‘midst the ranks of
wWAar,

Tha chicf, who vlew'd the slaught'ring
scene from [ar.

"Thig" bravely doring in the arduous
toil'

Clarence River Advocate 9" February, 1906
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DRAUGHTS.

BRISBANE CLUB'S SUCCESS.

I was announced st the anpuel nrets
ng of the Hrisbnne Draughts Clud oo
inturday evening thet Me, T, Hichards,
M the Ipawich Club. would repressOL
Jueenalsid ot the Awstralion champion-
thips 11 Mrelhourne during BEaster. A
wedlh balante and a membarstlp of 15
vere two of the outAtanding fsailures o
e annusl report, Which Indicated ane
i the most successful years in the club's
ilstory. The president (Mr, B, W. Chalk)
wroupled the chalg,

That the geme of draughts contloued
@ make progress, aod that the ciub had
Wery reasont Lo look [orward to Lan coms-
ng year with optimlim, was the opinlon
mpresaed by Mr, B W, Chalk. The club's
noembers had taken part in aeveral com-
wtitlons with conspicuous suctess dur=
ng the year Mr., H W, Chalk had
wought a distinet honour o the elyas
¥y anpexing the Queensland draughia
namplonablp by means of a brilllant ex-
oEition of the game, and Mr. J. Evana
s gare m ciever display to win the
treater Hrisbale champlopship.  The glub
alled to win the inter-city premiemhip
i¥ anly one polnt, belng second to tha
louth Brishane players. By s strengihen-
ng of membership for the coming year
he elub hoped (o rgeln the premer-
hip.,  RelereDee was mede Lo the fack
hat the club possessed a lndy member——
drs. J. Fitzgerald-—who, 1t wes stated,
mA the only WL ) player st
iwearnt  competing In any  Qusens-
ard draughits cluh. Apprecistion
rhs  mled  eXpressed of  the  servicea
ting rendered to the game by “Obllgue ™
fho, Iln his capncily an draughts writer
n “The Bristane Courler,” was dolng
nuch for draughts elubs lo genersl. It
R pnmounced  theat the premlerahip
omprtition would commence next Batur-
a¥, when the Brishane Club would mest
he Tpawich players,

The election of officers resilted —Presi=
ent, Mr. B, H. Chalk, vice-presidents,
decars. J, Evans and 0, Black: hon,
ecreétary and tressurer, Mr J. Plige
erhld; commities Wesors, H, Bmith, .
tuseel]l, J, Warren, and W, Clars;
ommiites, Mesars. O, Black, J. Evans, and
I. Russcll: paptain, Mr. J, Evans; superin.
eiidents of draughts boards at New Parm
'nrk and Newstead Park, Mosarsn. J, PFitg-
ereld and F. W. Chalk; delegate to the
{.b.ni Mr. 8. H. Chalk; suditor, Mr, Q.

Brisbane Courier 7" March, 1932

CHERBE AND DEAUGHTS

IBy CHECKEMATE™)
Origin of e Gume,
The game of chens sppears o have

been played some 1400 yeors ngo. sy
having been tracec bsck to the Bih
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:

bién played all oveér Wetern Europe ln
s form 1l differect from Lhat orig-
imidly played in Perals, Two centurles
fnler he plecew—gueen and blshops—
Ealned groater powers, acd in the 18th
cifiury Lhr manceuwvee “castling” onme
intp ¢xistoncd, dlsa Lhe pawns Fooeivied
the priviegea of o double march on

sy plebdlng the Jead 1o France Frog-
lands contributhon Lo the gume began
enrly I the 10th eenlory, and Howard
Braunlons was aupredle unlil, n 1881,
Adolf Anderssen came W Landos wid
woti the  fmk gresl  Infernstional
loornament. Slhoe Uve sensations] ged-
verl of Pawl Meephy rom Amérka In
138, the makiig of clwns hisicry hos
bEen due Lo maslers of HARY EMGHR-
altis, The it of world's champlan
wai succeadully beid by two players of
dewlah oxtraction. Willem Bteiniiy snd
Eirabuel Lasker, Lhe liler of whom
wii champiat [rom 1884 wned 19210,
Capabinnen, o Cuban, then held v un-
Al Y. when Dr, Alekliuse, the Ris-
sinn, defeated him  There pre natlcal
and international  control boands for
chess towrnamenis, the gome in Fng-
land belng under the pasploes ol the
Britiah Chesy Feders Lo
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chess toummmenls, the gome 0 Eng-
land belng undey the nosploes of b
Brivsh Chess Frderstice

Draughts,

Draughts is nn extremely &plent
gone  Alhough no recerds ace wvall-
whie. H ls consblesed o be the pnssitde
farerupiner of chess, Forines of the gone
Were Rrown I movlent Egypl. Gireeee.
uwrd Rome, while 1t 1s definiiely proved
thar the pabee The plaved In Bhe oud-
19th eeotwry similor o the game &t

payrd toaliy The gnose @ known 0 are fiodon . experbenced pluyers wha
pravLbeully every counbiy ba d'rllu.\.'htx.lmn willing to set the ball Toling snd
exrept o Ameroan, where 0E gors - Alsg leadls those willieg to e Bxe

der e eagse oL “eneckers”
Local Dok,

Gnble o lotge maeber oF xperlene- I
edd ployern have alpnified thesr iniens
o of ROpEOCting bie vlun ond preni-
b el eappsorl ol the Turitoncieg
meeting.  Thes being L case, War-
Bick leaa Jlaspld ool Ls Dkl ol
wluady, 2@ Bhie uulind slaopes ol oo eiul

| perbetoed plovers

al Teputs whi nre
rompOTIT iy REstioned diy Warwlkck and
e wube 1 be of veluntle pselslance to
the vlub wee Messrs, Preeman  snd
Mortley. Sheaidd an exhiblilon maich
e pivaPiged by these Dwo 1§ i cortmin
e mkivy of the fliver points of the
goame wlll be shiown ond will be g
etfienllannl lesan o #l,

Warwick Daily News 13" June, 1940
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Ths “Herd Laddie.” ;

Mast of our readers are, ud doabt.,
t-maling with sowe of the wain ovets of
the life of the late Jymes Wyllie (kaowao
the world over as the "Herd Laddie’ ).
who for many years beld usdisputed|
sway in the world of draughts.  Still,!
the [oflowing extracts fromn an lolerest. |
ing nrtlele origlually contributed to the!
“Hyth Weckly News,” by & correrpos
deat wreiting with the nom-de.plume of
“Sruars Bourd.,” are well worth repcat
tng here, f<piially s many incorrect |
nsmcrtions are effectively dealt  with:—|
“The Herd Luldie is Indeed a famous
name—'a mamg o conjure with.' !ihln‘
i kKeuwy amongst players, or evVem Dom. |
jotvers, Ukl you have plaved with the
dord Lacdie, aod your reputabion os a
diauglis puarer iz ar apce established
In Englemi. in America, in Australia,
wrt wherever the game of Jdranghis 1=
plaved, that oowe i familiar, aed will
e wver re@enalber=d with evepet and ad- |
cirmticn, Mr Wilhe must have coos. |
menced Jruughis playing at & very savly
awey, far we find lom plavieg for the!
champivaship against Andrew Anderson
in 1833, he (Wyllad belng then only ®ix-
tewn years of age. snd ahhough he suf.
fored dofrat wt the hands of the great
muster, vel s well did be acquit Tilm.
filf thyt his Cricuds sumediately challevg- '
«d auy wther map 13 Feolland 1o try |
vipd usioge with bim,  Mr. G, Wallace, |
of Rlargow, repotded to the chalicage—
nn ahls und expericnes] Gpponcni=—=hut
the “laddi’ proved too subtle for 'H‘Ivtl
‘Lilgsgow dnn, apd won the match in a
marterly manuer,  Cther players of note
wers defleated in ik suce gslon, prove
g 1hat at the early age of sXletn 1he
‘Herd Laddit’ wasy secapd only o rhs
climmpoon Andorsom, of Carluke, Bul
feew eamme Nt tu be Known by the soulrl-
qitet of the *Hord Ladde ™ Agcordive 19
Mr. Uedbw, AMr, Wrliic'y friend and
lsjographer. he mwver was a ‘bherd’ at
pnv period of Niim life: Mr. Widley
savm that Wyl wus apprestond 1 3
seter o Kilmarmes & to jearn the trade
i HBryscels weaver, but this business
peaving foe wmdentacy for his eopstitu-
tot, aigd eerioasly asimical 1 his heaith,
he abanfomd it for The beuadic sod
freer e of 8 pedlar. and with & stock
f handwars travelled through the sud.
rounding villages dlanosing of Rls gonds,
pnd displasing bhiz wonderful knowl dge
of the draughts board whencver an op.
poranity was uffondsl M, AL Bigpers
T faemyed the acquaintanss of Mr. Por,
eyli?, 4 catrie Jdeader, and 2o ard¢pt
vnd intligsiastie draughes playes, wlee,
delightis]l with the yanths ability at the
pawir. conceived the blea of 1Taking him
‘tn Edimlaugh o gore the phyers ol
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that city & pledsant eurprise.  Wyllje's
conesent 1o this project was 1cadily oh,
taloed, and in company with Mr, Porte-
wirk, aod 1o the capacity of that gen.
tleman's *herd luddic,' he pa.d his flest
vist to 'Scotin's Capital’ Tu thiz lionlc
vpigode 10 his history muy be atributisd
the wide mpread, but sreopcous fmpres-
wien that v was at some period of his
life & ‘shepherd” *  (For continuntion
of this wesll's article, oo next weelt's
columun )

GREAT BRITAIN V. AMERICA.
Light at Lasl,

Our teddira wiil remembor thar e
American Draughils Assoclaton made an
ffer mae 1imae dEe Yo Gie DSukiish omld
Souttirh Arsocinteme, The toxt of wivich
wite thu! Uiey wonld pat ‘he exjwiisas
of a visiting Brtivh teatw I the iolurn
Gireat Hritam v, Amertea muteh was
plaxed ia U.B.A.  The lust sl naly ue.
cashon on W hich tealus fromm these tao
counirits et was way bk u e
wlhen the Brlthb teom (0 ably skipporid
by the late Iichan! Jordan, world's
champion) wawe succeseful by 51 wins to
M, while %3 ganes were drawy, As
this cugtest took place at  Dostoo,
["8.A.. In thn ordinary caurse of evinte,
the reiurn match should be plaved some.
where In Great Britgin, am (kis -
the attitude tuken up by borh Engiish
aud Scottleh Amsaciations, [lowever,
If it = Tound lwpossibie 1o Aname the
project during the next six months, ot
has been unanimously decided that 1
nffer of the Avericau AssoCiatien s

actehted,
A Gesd Team,

. Bomv tie age we published an ac
count of the victordes of the Tpswuch
irwensland) tram. Noaw we laapn (hat
not matisBed with their defeat of tls
Toowvomba wid Dviwis Clubs, they al,
vapeed vo Houth Brisbane, added o
M med’y tu Lheir belt, and 1hen, in o
Pegarit af bravado, threw down the gaunt -
f# to the Urisbane IThaunghee Clul, th:
ackuowiedged pwer of clobe [0 Queens
tand:  The challenge, pecdiees 1y savy,
wat quickly taken up, and ia the 1%
jhaards’ clanh that fallowel, the Ipawich
weD Were Ofve acaln saceessfu, by 23
winf w 1= aud 13 drawy Owine o
1he tramic death en the praviows day
of L. MacArthur, vt of their strangeet
players, the wip o the Bretune men
| Weis mok am bappy ae 11 weald oty rwiss
rh.‘n'e Levn wnder The oo umieiian = Thy
fmateh vas played in Ipswich,

i One From Brisbane.

I The following ending. Ly Mi Jolg |

The News (Hobart) 2" May, 1925 the Draughts Editor was “Double Corner.” Mr Hedley, JW’s
friend wrote that he was apprenticed to a Brussels weaver, but it was too sedentary and affected
his health. He became a nomad and peddlr and with a stock of handware travelled through the
surrounding villages disposing of his goods and displaying his wonderful knowledge of the
draughts board whenever an opportunity was afforded him. At Biggar he formed the
acquaintance of Mr Porteous a cattle dealer and an ardent and enthusiastic draughts player, who.

Gray, ex<hampion of Queensland. was
first poblished m 1918, [t wan 4 oruses
weatsl deaw. wied s pest sl pracedoal We
wepeint {rem the Broabawe “Queensiandet,

Blark mep: 4. 3, 4, 7. 10, 13; Rine, 19

White mea: H. 17, =8 25 2, 0, 2,

White tn play and Jdraw

Bleck wortaiply looks Lo have “the best
emi of the stick,” bt the Quernslind
hampion quiikly shows that snprarances
are oiten dereptive, in this gieat old gane
ot ouys. He rontinues ss foijowaz=N—|1,
18—28, TR, 132 OA—u3 eell, T
a3, B 5=1 T—=lua), 2-49, L0133,
d- 10, 13—14, 10—14, 18—23, 14-21, 4%
Dyan

vap I F=10, 24—1r.  Thawe.

‘Game,

o st week's eolumn w2 mAade mew
toou ol the viert oo M. Gew. Mawdi, tor
Azl Tasmatlan o it 1w Bl la'e
g s Laster hotcdaye. [oiloming @
e asg Ve gammnie Ill-lj'l"l with Mo, Mol
by wne wi Ve oal plarese, Moo B Pawe,
P,Wl"i-ilp' Loir? W A& mitie FIEUDIGE [LANEE
it Lo ooniatry alistiiets of Yamauir. Tiw
istier bad e white jaces, wind we take
the panae, ity wortos by Mro Moadie, 1rom
the Fraouue: ™

Game Meo. M-—"Keho-Exshangs.”
Oetiial 1=08 3=73% M=li =X
M ]f oy M=—IWi =22 2N=17 N= 7
1=T2 1524 =17 G0 13 =10
=18 Rl =13 =4 =1
B=]v iy 1)=I =1 =1t 1=
H=2Md} =15 L= 0= 8 =2
=13} W= =1 1 S T | S
=11 R L | T o

e 2 22=])
L =iz 2= == Trrau.
e L - L [ -8
| == Y S=11 e 1%
| at—1x 18— % 1= § 15—1d
e 1 | =H Sl BT,
| h=-0 b THRLL TR TR el th— 9
| 1a) Forms the “Kelso™ opening, at e
it veganded ae weal Do Lie Drvae iy sl
{inir mince s exploilation by Hellner, tln
!:'f“_ Ain-visap pleser, Bus move tank
o =ad unly., perhaps, 1o =14 in popa
|Z.u'=:,-. It w Jablless as stirug as 1111
o =4,
~iliv This eschapge B ope of the bes
| Feprlies

for 11=15 is about as frequentiy played
| (di 15=18 cut is poesibly 4 whade
! altidager
' e Certainly best. 1§ 1013 fa trap o
23233 13=19, err., which often pucoeeds)
white et & powerinl attack hy 22
[ ipe X good wmove, and seems proderabi
{y BT, .

vas Verr [nterestiug play Soom Yot ep
warda, fealln mids hivine oo o2 egrenyllye

bl A dew 3 oter 2 thoeas Iokam
LE T |
Yoo A2 g by 20
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Delighted with the youth’s ability at the game conceived the idea of taking him to Edinburgh to
give the players of that city a pleasant surprise.

CHESS AND DRAUGHTS CLUB,

The first annual meeting of the Go-
vernment FPrinting ©Office Chess and
Draughts Club was held on Friday éven-
ing, the attendance, with wvisitors, being
fair. MThe report showed the club to be
flouriehing. During the past year six
matches have been played, three being
lost, two drawn, and one -won. Since
the amalgamation of the chess and
draughta clubs, two draughts matches
had been played, one won and one }ost.
Mhe report and hﬂmm were
unanimously adopted. Coples: the
“ Clelland Chess Ladder” were dll‘tﬂ-
buted and adopted. A scratich match
was then played, with thn following re-

lult f— i \
Wins. Wins,
W. H.{W. H}'ll"- 5
E. Gregory (c.) 2 tin (capt) ¢
J WTIII'EF CERE RN | ﬂ E 0 MMI.-' ’
T. Baumgardt ., 1 J, Mullen ,.,.e 2
E Ward .....e ¥ 7. Marriott e ¥
J Mﬂ T REEET -a % T- m (11K :’*
W. A, Smith.... 2 K. Munro .....

Brisbane Courier 19" October, 1896

IN MEMORIAM.
“THE HERD LADDIE"
(From the Aberdesn Weekly Free Preass.)
Dranghts playsrs a' owre sarth's big ba'
W.ifl hoar wi' haets o lotd -
That Death hath ea'd oer chisf mwa'—
That anl’ Jeems Wylie's deid.

Nas mair we'll ses his pawky m:h
Nae mair cor ?l:nh he'll prod

The master he o' ilka -ﬂi
0" Damah’s nlnahn& brod.

His ius for the canny game
aa bricht beyond compare ;
.i.hmhnld 'nrdhuhulhilllm-
For fifty years and mair,

Pesitions cabined, aribbed, involved
His genius toon saw thro,’

Apd now the last dark problem’s solved:
He's reached the crown-line moo.
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Western Mail (WA) 7 July, 1899

PRALCHTS CHAMPION PLAYS
[4 OPPONENTS

e bl e gk rhimplen of
Vieluroun wove ok el U Loy of mimint-
LR R AT ) B T T [ Y T N |
R YT Moty o [EF I X7V ST L AR
LR L R I I L T i
warf oatesls

L L LR EY E R PO I I AT TR L B
T N T T T Losgad Sanked]e Vim g Tar

LA I SR T LTI PPV T) [T 1.r”..n“.-,|

IR TR A B TR TYTN T wit|, [ TRCL PR D |
R R i L R TY BT TRL T R T PR |
T N T R TR verrad Ly rhe
L A I T T o CRET SN L RPRRE I N {E S A
LI R o T T P NS FT RN TR TS
AT 1 D B T T LTI TR TR | B
E o (BT TR | REETET B VER R TT N
[ L] TR e -t e Fapada,g -
PR T B I - it :
A . B T T N N TR T LI iept,
S B PR R I T DTSR I BT
! L T The -t

| o DETLERESICRT FEY T PRSI | Pt
AN e o by gl

Fram 4o gF

r.|| voorbmarrpit Yaor
HUERER F L BN T R
Vool lametewy T an ciierrt g toarn
SRR B T S O LI T L N e Y L TR
proesin twli 0 Hnkbcliee, gt wrd
oo s -t ot e Legnorreer nipla
[N PER S FEE TR B AR SREETE S RETLE FATY N S
FEIS S LEVEE B I 1 TR0 FRCE S PP

The Herald (Melb) 18" April, 1928
December,1897
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Draughts Championship,

HBrilliant Victory for Jordan.

After one of the stitfest contests known jn
the history of the game, Mr. Richurd Jordan,
of Edinburgh, this woek (says the Glasgow
Weskiy Herald of October 23) windicuted his
“luim to  the title of the druughts flllilllplun
of the world by defeating his challenygor, Mr,
Kuobert Btewart, of DBluirndam. Buth are
brilliant exponeuts of checkers, the ouly
difference botween them being that Jorduy
is the stronger player of the two. Conditiuna
better uttuprug to test the contestants’
kuowledge of drsughts could hardly huve
boen devised, Much of the pll.r was
new wnd of an intricate character, No
doubt when crities get the complete games in
their possession they will be able to show
draws on the won gumes. It is one thiug to
analyse & game in the comfert and privacy of
oue's homa—it is an entirely different matter
to play & hurd gume soross the bourd with
scores of nyos watching every move intently,
All dreughts players makeo mfmkeu; tha best

layer is he who perpetrates the fewest
Elunderl. Jordan has undoubtedly a perfoct
H'T]il.u for the gume. Ho has played u good
mhny set matches, and he has not yet suffered
a roverse, In  defeating Wyllie, Forrie,
Stewart (twice), und J. C. Brown, he haa
establishod a record which will not sasily Le
eclipsed. It is understood that the champion
contemplates a tour in Australia, ore
there arv s0 many Beots, he may be surs of
getting an enthusiastio weloome,

The Telegraph (Brisbane) 3"



317



DRAUGHTS CHAMPIONBHIP,
James Wyllie v, James P, Roed.

It has ounced
that Jlmm the “ Herd mﬁ“{! e Iﬂh:
Australis lu.l; nmmmm s mutch
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I oon'
played C F. Barker, of Boston, in 1881, for

g
|
/
Ei
i

resiited in the same score. 1o 1885,
the * Herd 2" made his second
Americs, o f match was

bim and Heed, the score being Wy
drawn 15. A second mateh resulted in
score oo each aide. In 18% Heed p
Wright, of Boston., and won 7 to Wright's

o Ifi

the being * drows.” lnmhirm.
Great Britain and ed all the lem playern
The prin scores were : Heed 2, W,

. and was again beaten-— sceore, Blm"
Reed 1, draws 45, Hb%ﬂﬂdﬂ{ﬂﬂﬂuﬁ
E:l-lnt'ilhﬂliil.h Messrs, Hefter, Barker,

berts in the publication of the. A memean Checker
Keview,
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The Week (Brisbane) 16™ January, 1891, page 14

This match did not take place.

THE REGENT DRAUGHTS TOURNAMENT HELD IN MELBOURNE. SOME REPRESENTATIVE

Nathan Spielvogel, J.C. Carter T. R. Collins
Ballarat Collingwood Melbourne

H. McLennan A. J. Fox Jas. Turner
Fairbank Dowling Forest Bendigo
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A. F. Marsh J. Best
Walhalla Collingwood

Weekly Times 18" September, 1897
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THE DRAVGHTE TOUVRNAMENT.

We plve this weelk the phetures of
governl of the  representative playvers
who took part tn the recent  draughts
tonrnnment o Melbomrne,

Mre J € Clarter wos born in Laainees-
ton on November 270h, 1849, Abant 27
yvears ago, bo came to Glppalond, Vie-
torin, where Lis father was obe of (he
ponvers, After remaloing there lor
about a year, be wnde Colllogwool his
Lhome,  He s one of the olileat iventurs
of the Colllngpwood Deaaglits Club, and
I# ope of 118 delegates to the Vietorian
Dranghts Associantlon,  Heds owe of the
greaiest enthusinsts of the game o the
volouy, and tikes o keen delight o all
dranghts mwatelws, wheilier personally
Interested in flesn o wot, e hag ol-
remwdel  all  the town ol couptry
| i ichis, 4
| Al A Fo Marsh was born In Gob-
den, on the West Cogst of New Zealaud,
ou the 25th October, 1863, Il firat
thought of lenraing Danghts on hearing
uf Wxllte, the famons “Tleed Liddie,” In
1880 Ha then became eosmored of the
gnmeand has heen anaesldnons student
ever ginee, Living chietly in the coun.
tey Bt has not had go much practice as
[ e would have HRad, bat he Bas made
up for this by genoesilly having oue or
Cowo mkeles by corpespondence ou b
He has alvemdy playel ten mntehes by
Ceorpespondence, of wiileh e lus won 6,
lasit 3, and deawn 1, e s now playing
a big madel of THY games Dy corfespol-
||'|u-1!u-|- with Adfred Willlam  Lowe, of
Roslyn, Dunedin, and  he  has  alse
puother matich of 14 games on i
!'ﬂ.‘hil'h i# nearly Molstnd, I1e Das woun
|several prizes for problem solving. o il
|t'|u1l for third place with My F. Lockis,
of Launeeston, o = The Weekly Times"
Prablem Solution Tonrney. e Is pow
Iplaying o ¢hess mateh by correspon-
deniee with Mr E, A, Baker, of Kurking,
(Vietorla, Mr Marsh s a fregoent con.
Liributor to the droughts coluom of ~The
 Weekly Tines,”

Weekly Times 18" September, 1897
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Alr A J. Cox was born ar Tavistoek
Farm, Dowling's Forest, on 16th Mareh,
1878, 11e commenced to learn the game
fully 4 yeurs ago, Shortly afterwards
he jolnwd the Miners” Rest Droaughts
Club, ad by stidy and  perseverabee
gonn bevame one of (s strongest pliyers,
The Miners' Hest Dranghme Club hos
about 50 wembers on the roll, awd i3 one
of e most tourlshing clobas In the o
louy. He played in two deaughits tourna-
ments, 1 conpeetion with the clul, win-
nlng the 1hird prize in one aud tha st
prize In the other, It i o hopeful sign
when #o many young players in the
country distrlets are g0 well ahle to biald
their own with the velernns, for In o
year or two the quality of the play s
bound to be lmproved. aml  then e
town layers will have a lud atrugehs
to ritodn thele supremney.

Al T, R. Collins was horu 1o Birming-
ham, England, on 31t Moy, 1565, aml
arrlved o the colony in 1885, e fiear
Tearued to play deaughis [ EL while
i member of the Stur of Kew Resehia bl e
Tent, which was associnted with other
lodges In connection with the Vietorian
Rochabite Dravglits Assochitlon. e
won  the st prize in 1N In the
drmughts handleap ournament of the
Rtap of Kew Tent, e then Joined the
Melbourne Draughts Club, and  was
eloetad secretary in 184, a il wtill oecu-
ples that position,  1le won drd prize in
the Laudicap ourney of this club io the
following year. TTe was AMLC. In the lust
three town aud country muatehes, ani
did yeoman's worviee In thar capacliy.
He has made rapld strhles o the lw-
proveuient of s play. and has now n
well stocked deaughts lihrary. Ile I
one of the delegates of the !It_-llumrur
Draughts Club to  the letorlun
Draughts Assoclntion,

Afr H. Splelvogel, was horn at Ballarat,
on 14th November, 1875, Belfore learn-
ing the game of dra uglhits he wig  well
known ag a4 chess player, Laviog won
tbe gold medal of the Ballat Chess



Club In 184, When the Ballarat Dis-
trict Dimughts Amoclation was formed,
abont 3 years ago, he commenced the
Suly of the ghme ln carnest. ITn 1805,
while secretary of the Ballarat Oty
Drauglits Glab in association  matcehes,
he ade 58 poinis out of o possible 100,
baving played 5 gomes of  which  he
wou 52, [ost 1and drew 1, The Ballarat
City Draughta Clib won the preniler-
slip for that year. Mr Splelvoge] is a
great  entbusiost in both  chess gl
dravghte, nand I8 the e dnd soul  of
these gnmes o the Ballnrat disteier,

Me T Tuener was boro lo Tamfries-
sliire, Seotlomd, i 1860, pml aretved in
Yieroria fu 1852, From his early yonih
b T Doy 3 adoewanbn] Jowerr of 1000 e,
He ing Iwenn compotitor in four tournm-
ents, dloce Ll arrlival bers, aml  of
thesae D Lt weonn twn,  Fle b ome of 1l
strongest players jn the couniry  dis-
tricis of the coluny,

Me I, Best was born at Par, ju the
rounty of Cornwall, Englamd. on 17th
Febrnnry, 1876, He arevived o Austr-
Hu Tn 31885, He comiueneed o ply the
gatne about three pmd o bndl yenrs g,
I'n plaving Assockibon nutehes i lins
ey been alefonbedd onee, Won e 1st
prize o the handbenp tonvmooent of e
Colllngwoo] Diranglits Clul in 1805, and
e Wl prize in the open tonemanest o
connection with the IT.AC KRR, which
wity' el In Joowry Tasi.  Biee then
e hions oo thie 2oal pede o (e Caol-
lingwind Pranghts Club Champlanshifp
Tonmrney, e ds one of e delegiies of
Il edunds v phe NVictoring Thesmglits Asso-
chatlom.  Fle s e o onie st potogii=-

| g jlayers.

Weekly Times (VIC) 27" July, 1897

These are the 8 biographies of the players in the photos.
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Mr 1, At Leonan was horo gt Werrd
LTEENTS [ 1 TR 1 FTR R T £ P § T CORTTE |
too phay thes gute of deanghts whien
alwim 12 yeara ol Bl Tassnine very
Formndl of the g, bt Ll Pewe opepustn-
it bt oo g ine goodd plaryees ot il slhenet
fhve yFoirs ago at Polerbank, whens thiees
were sote very RUrong plivers, s old
entbmsinstn war Lhen aeotusssd, o 180
e won seeondd petze in Gl toarminent
of the Nvora Desnghts Club, sl fudualy
Istmi, staering Crow seratel, gaits] e
sevinl prize in the deoghts e
ourigent of (e Korwoboemm o Cless
aml Drenughes Club, @



Clearly Tim Robbins on the left and Morgan Freeman on the right from the movie “Shawshank
Redemption” I don’t remember that scene but will look again at the DVD. Makes me wonder
how many DVD’s of this movie were made!

I also seem to recall Tim wanted to teach Morgan chess. Or was it Andy Dufrain teaching Red?
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WwITH THE HERD LADDIE.
by "Quivig"

st iher's Caféd in the chosen haont ol the
3,1;-:|h-.t--1:|r:r: l':lﬂhtl Club, and hers you will
1-;.,-.«5_ ahik by » Eﬂ:mﬂ' |:'Fﬁ 1;[ J.the nh:
weid oer AN n v
e s ever delighied the haart of Charlen
Lamb in hia most Jovial and clubbabile of
moods.  Up the centze of the room runs a
Jopg table, and around it are grotpel —some
sibbing amd others -llndll'l‘--‘hﬂﬂl %0 E:r.
from thelr

t of them appear
'“"".hms;. Ta Scotch. There are old taen

yper

nt, and one or {wo yo ona‘lhut
:'-rm,;]mitr are mhidlu-ud.“ﬁomn ress
and  ®p like gentlemen, and others
bave the garb and mien of rustics o oueriers,
The Iattee are not coarse or rade of epeec
powever, and s the smoke from their blac
clas pipes mingles with the more [ragrant
wreathn ascending from a Manila cheroot or
{ull - tlavoured vungh a0 do they har
monlonsly {raternise with their richer and
more proaperous club mates,  So troe it s
that whils the busioess of this lie tonds to
diside us and make ua sellish, isolated
gnita, ench of its games makes all who love
that game brothera ere nre, a9 [ said,
ybout twenly members present, bot only
ope board is engaged, and aroond it the
eomumion  intorest in centred. Oae of the
Jayers s & well-dressed young man with
{.Ir:luhr monstache which he pulls and twicls
ietwern te moves e other is an old
man, who looks more like n peasam than
anvbody else in the room. A dark-stri
tweed cont of no particalar cut or faahion
eovers ull of bim that npﬁrun above the
wble, and yon notice that be disdnins such
concoasions to conventionality as aslirt-collar
e cufia.  1le has the finest haad in the rocm,
however, and in & few rapid moves he puta
his outhinl antagonist completely Aora de
coml 8, He i3 an old man, bat in the raddy
rountenance and big square head sand quiet
grey eyed there are extant signs of health
wiil strength which ara very impresnive The
yoong wan in suceeedad by other players,
sl ther oll suffer the same fate, somo
getting the finlshing stroke in a eouple of
minutra, nnd others maintaining the anegual
tizht fur a guarter of an hour, They come
ped go, but the old gentleman aita sercne
a0l miotionleas, and almost soundless, and
evers eye is bent on Lim with incressing
reepert and admiration, as he phlezmatically
“poliahes off ¥ each [resh antagonist
As yon look on him you cease to re-
gar! Lim ns n shabbily-deessed man, nay
hiegarments have become fnrrumpintuulmt]
into symubols and types to yoa for evermore
of genius ond mastery in this particalar
pame of draoghts you know nothing
af the gnme you lsten ealmly when
& leading mem of the clob tells
you that the old "ﬁamleman in Mr.
Tumes Wyllie, the H Laddie, Dut il
yvou bhave ever enjosed the triumph of

JRMICS Wi o, LW ELeTa LAaaie, VA i
you lave ever enjoysd the trigmph ol
“pettine & man erowned,” yon will recognise
in hum the redoubtable desoghits ehampion of
the world, whe, in & prolessional career of
over ¥ years, has never lost a single match,
ot met an opponent who came within even
weasamble distance of him,

My nequsintance with the game was only
that of the boy who plays without book and
trusts verp much to Juck, and while 1 am
watcliing Mr. Wyllle, the leading wmember
who haa kindly p'aced himsel[ at m; wervice
upesa up for me & new dravghta world, if the
expression be ble. 1 learn for the
first time that theee are text books on the
gnme, and that the great authority is Andrew
Andenion, who reigned seprema till the Herd
Ladhliv overshrew him, There are openings
it Just s in cliess, and they are known
sich names as the **Ayrshire Lassic,” the
" Dondee,” the * Kelso” the ' Fife,” the
"Fhinborgh," - the ' Defiance,” and the
‘switcher.” As chess has its gumbite, 8o in
draughits there are ynares and pitfalls called
Ly such queer titles as the Hﬂlr.l' Doctor ™
nnd the * White Doctor.”  The club meets
between T and 10 o'clock on three nights
every week, and my informant tells me that
in nombers and in enthustasan it is £ﬂl‘lu:
seadily,  He comfenses that the bhappiest
maiments of his life are speas over tho
Oraughis baaed, and be speaks with enthosi-
sam of o member who * loat 00 games (o the
thamplon lust week.™ My brain reels ng 1
sirive to realise the menmal condition of the
tun who, im six days, had played and fast G0
gonies, aind Winl meptal eclipss valls for
& boue when mﬂu&hr procmlr to tell me
that Me Wy played 20,000 gamis in
America, daring which thera were only 100
deloats and abuut 100D draws. | know from
Litter e:ranm that o game of elieas can
st half o day, and 1 ecrmaerged ont of the
gloom with the benumbing calculation that
to play that nomber of gnmes ot least 30
years would be required. Un communicatin
this conclosion to my companion he smled,
eid said, " Not quite so long.  Some gattes
take nn hour, but the majority are decrded
within the goarter.”

At this stage of the victims ruefully
surveys hig lnat I’g&: men pinned inextricably

Ei{:hw?t"'t the o, und says, whhr
.'. ‘u m . ! " I I

Lome on, and m nee ye can
tackle him, : tall, grave man,
who, niter I'I“ A minute,
takes the vietim' w lm.z-d- over to
the champion a sb I'his is the only
tull which the king of th takes from



Ly nere e RRAspiisUeaton Wi
i mm"ﬁﬁ"}' nﬁgtm. b L4 bn:
W e, B wint,"” A SO
o, Lot the wan hears o uﬁ:r hie Is
Wmont totally deaf. lJamm:i:iLmhlmni
19 most men, bat to Mr. Wyliie it 180
Faiing in disguise, To it he owes powerd
Ol concontmtion which he maght wet ofher-
Wiee posscas, and to it moy be ascnibel like-

e the furaway, abatracted look of bis
medicative fuce, | My, Seott n good
sutue, but, of course, Iy :‘hl’umir:’ﬁ'ﬂ nnother
::Elhu 1 muﬁ lﬁ:m the table. 'LAn‘;t.hrE
oue” bawls b vious speaker, nn
“;H wordy EEH o ui:tlr undee
'h_"'*’d- for the ¢ n's farawny eyes
Ream i wnid ;'ﬂ.’ﬂ utter:
whee toa lo e. Alter My, Sooit has
- n, & member ot the club
M ns n “mm “Im th‘
Chrefgl won pluying
e 4 apparently as
onbet osition us his opponent, when all

beliove that g to thia

fatal move
he had s 8 game ns the cham.
pion, and one daring yeung man e

ceods in making the champion understand
that be is ready to take up the game us it
stood before the blunder waa made. The
moen had been placed o their regalar files in
unbtoken nemy before the proposition eonld
be grasped, and 1t was marvellous toses with
what rapidity be weeanged them in the com-
pliated position they hnd assomed at the
end of the lust game,  *“EHe's gnun to best
me noo,’ waid the old man, with a good.
humoured smile, na the play evtnmenced |
but this game collapsed very muach in the
sume fashion, and in about the same number
of moves, as the previous one.  The last
lnyer uftuined bia defeat thus:—'"] was
rightensd to RO into wix for fear he would
et into fifteen ;" aud though his words wers
0 dark saying and o hopeless riddle for me,
they wero doubtiesa full ol meaning (o the
players around bim.  The best game of
the night wes played by a twll young
pentleman, with & bhesd olmost a9 sgoare
and ne powerful as his opponent's.  The
chinmpice l;];}:mﬁ begun with the opening
known na Ayrshire Lnss” soweone
aaid, *'Eb, yer an awfu’ man for the lanaes,
Mr, Wyllie,” and there was geners! langhiter,
The play iuh for about ;!a‘b minutes, and
nothing is heard bat the ch..-Lr of the men na
they are swepl from the board or moved [tom
square (o square, My [riend whispera 1o me,
"1 played the chiampion the same game the

| other alternoon, and the moves on bLoth

sides mre identical, e onght to make o
deaw ™ Thete is a conscusus of opinion
thiat it shoold be n deaw, and all are o little
Ell'ilfli P Xirwnl thfl t“!hnw.uu\ Ha ia daulas

Baat it should be B draw, aod all are o litkle
excited except the champion, Ie is deafer
than ever, and lis eyes ure forther nway, 8o
that he is the only one who knows not that
while the game is proceeding o young artist
member iy mak m[g a highly Onished portrait-
ohoteh of his leaturcs, Aflter about a
yaaster of an hour's play, however, the
silence in Leoken and eriticiam commences.
The ** knowing ones” percelve that the game
is already loat, anil sach pieces of advice as
this are given—"'Ye should na' bave played
12 to 16." " Aye, that 12 to 10 was bad.
Filveen tue 18 wad have been better. * ' Aye,
Lut &' wad have been of noae vse.  He's gist
owre guid for us n.”
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Wonderful article above by “Quivis” It would be nice to know who “Q” is. Someone will know.
A great description of Mather’s Café with the table down the middle. It could be that the “young
artist member” drew the sketch used in “The Sketcher” earlier. He would get a fee for drawing it.
This nice item has turned up just as we are getting ready to finalise the e-book for The Checker
Maven. So it is clear there is stacks more on Trove if one only knows how to pull it out. It is
necessary to look closely as the other article by “Quivis” “Among the Chess Players” is
different, and in another newspaper. This one was in The Australasian 7 May 1887 and the other
is from The Argus 30 April 1887 . Note the overlap of each when dealing with “Mr. Scott”

How lucky Australia and New Zealand draughts lovers were to get a chance against him for 1
shilling. A memory forever. Bob Meadley, 7" September, 2021

“Quivis” is a Latin word for ‘anyone’ or ‘anything’
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Clarence & Richmond Examiner 18" April, 1899

“THE HERD LADMME

The * Herd Laddie. as be wur familiarly
known w0 lovers of drmughts, was a Seotch-
man, and was at the time of his desth just
Kl years of age. Four over
& years the  Laddie,™ or
to give him his correct
oame, Mr. James Wells,
was  Lhe acknowledged
champion draughts player
of the world, he h.ﬂtL
defeated In  cross boa
play all the representatives
of Englind, Scotland,
and U, 85 America, and
ruernily with somethiog
ke enee, In 155840 he
paid @ wisit to Australia,
when bis record rose Lo
the helght of the phenom-
Tl!‘lﬁﬁ Cut of SN gnl;li"
1 nlay in thie calonivs Mr.
Thee late Mr. J. WYLIEYWylle drew D00 and lost
only 20 ;: and taken on the
average, his wins were siinply routs, shiow.
a disparity in play betwosn hilossif and his
opjponeals that was an educatior, sVea
ithough sowetimes disconcerting 1o the
beilen.

It has been an enjoyable fossick through my books, help from libraries, friends, and Trove the
National Library of Australia newspaper archive. I thank my dear wife Norma for her computer
help. It is a much neater version than it would have been using my manuscript. Some scans really
needed retyping. Chess history and chess problems are my hobbies and having just completed a
large book on an American Chess Problemist J.C.J. Wainwright I wanted a change and Richard
Torning offered that. He is the editor of the NSW Junior Chess League Journal with an interest in
draughts like myself. His book will be very different to mine which is basically historical. He is a
player.

It was not hard to fall in love with James Wyllie and to be honest a book on Australian draughts
needed an outside input like that provided by him. Four Years here is more than a tour and rather
a long extended work commitment carried out with seriousness and humour. The people loved
him as they surely did in his 4 Year American ‘tour’. He was the old warrior. There are 21,931
references to the “Herd Laddie” on Trove. Anyone writing a biography of him has work to do!

A brief inspection of draughts in the late 19" to mid twentieth century revealed draughts clubs
galore and wonderful newspaper columns which are better than the chess columns in my
opinion. Whenever I was stuck I just typed “Chess and Draughts” into Trove and information
flowed. One bonus was the discovery of “Quivis”.The two games are related and whether one is
in the Egyptian or the Spanish camp regarding the origins of draughts, the game of chess still
has controversial origins be its birth in India, China or the Middle East.
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Today, it is pretty clear the typewritten word is waning and the game of draughts flourishes in
the digital world. And, like chess it has Federation problems. I hope you enjoy a browse, the
mistakes are mine and a look at Australian and New Zealand draughts may be clearer. Thanks to
Bob Newell of Checker Maven. Bob Meadley 9 September 2021
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Chapter 11 - BITS & PIECES from Trove

LIVING DRAUGHTS,

The eame of “Living Draughts” in
conmection with the bamaar aow Lelie
held in ald of Bt. Mary's Roman Cath -
He Chureh In North Melbourme Town
Hall, 18 preving A great  attraction,
Fvery detail has been well worked ont,
anid the tout ensomble In very elfs otlve,
The “men” are represented by 24 voung
girls, all dreseed in white, with orange
lersome and a woand in haud,  These
representing the Liock men have, In ad-
dition, blue pashes, The board (s oix-
teen feet sguare, end &8 on the eor Im-
mediarely under the stage, where the
twe playere and conductor are sl
The conductor calls out the moves, aml
when a “piecc' ir 1o be taken, the ploy-
vit Waves o waml, ond the chillenged

party makes a graceful bow and reures
to the side of the board. There are LWo
crown bearers in addition to the play-
ers, and when a “plece” is to be crown-
ed, each places a floral erown on thelr
respecilve colors. There are two games
played cach evening, each sidy generil
Iy mcoring a win. The nuns of the par-
fah deslgned the beautiful dresses, and
deserve the highest credit for Lthe lasie
displayed. Messrs Prown and Kcarns
are the players, and have been indefnt-
igable in training the young girls to
such & high degree of cliclency. The
Rev. Father Aylward, P.P., has taken
the livelleet interest in the exhibition,
and is highly pleas=d with Ils success.

[ .
- e

Living draughts at North Melbourne Town Hall - Photo by Messsrs R. Sutcliffe & R.
Harvie Weekly Times 13" April, 1896 page 13
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Bisck to move snd Whits Lo win,

Mr. W, Ward, Goondiwindi, gives Lhe abere
23 & pompanion position fo Problem Mo, 407,

Tha following game wat played by M.
Meartins, #x-champion, during & recowt wisit
London. Tha seors i {rem the ** Brisbol Mes-
m"i'—

gF

Queenslander 12" October, 1896 page 683
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NORTH ADPELATDE MECHANICS
INSTITUTE.

ApopriNG the hint thrown vut by Mr Peter Cum-
ming in the very liberal offer made by h'm at
public meetiug lately, s meeting of gentlemen inter-
ested in the establishment of a Li Institution
at North Adelaide, was held in the Christ Chorch
Sehool-room, on Wedneadny éveniog.

Major Campbell, in the Chair.

The Cliairman said he waa not in the secrets of the
originators, but thought the scheme A most desirable
one if carried out, 80 as to form a Mechanies' Insti-
tute, and not in any way to rival thut in Svath Ade-
Luide, for he felt convinced that a precisely similar
institution o that one would not weet with suffici-
ent support in Norih Adeluide to enable it to last,
Auy institution of the kind should be so framed as
to ensure the support of the working clasees, fur
without that support he did not think anything of
the kind would succeed.

Mr Pepper stated the nature of the Bociety,
wlich was intended to include, in addidon to the
nsunl attributes of 8 Mechunie' Institate, = moseum
and a chess and draoglit elub.

Mr Moorhouse expressed himsell quite favour-
able to the latter addition, though be would per-
hups admit chess only,

A good deal of cunversation took place, in which
Mossrs Bingleton and Moorbouse guve it ns their
opinion, that the iostitute in South Adelaide, was
as 8 Mechanics' [ustitute, an eatire failure, being in
fact nothing more than au aristoeratic reading-
room, and Mr Singleton promiged every support in
his power both by his subscription and by dona-
tions in books.

Mr Moorhouse observed, that there was a rule in
the Bouth Adeluide Institute to the effect, that one-
half the income should be spent in books, and that
rale had always cramped its operations,

Dr Davis strongly advocated that the new insti-
tution should be practically, and in name, a
[ I[acﬁmb,iumuﬁmn& g:;n:hﬁme was impor-
Lant as ging might endanger their
claim to the Government l-Il!lEu, which was ex-
clusively contined to such societios as were Mechn-
'I:I.ic;; Institores,

being proposed to call & public meeting, Mr
Moerhouse thuught the working classes should be
qncinl& invited to attend and take part in it

Mr Woodcock said it had been iu contemplation
to establish a suciety of the kind in counection with
his nwo church, bat the idea hud been abandoned
as not sufficieutly embracing the nw of all
clagses. He had some objections to title of
Mechanics' [ustitate, as Ly that it might uppear that |
other classes wore axcluded, whereas it was intended |
to include all. He wished it particularly under-
stood, that the intended lustitute in North Ade-

334



siood, that tho intended lustituie in North Ade-
laide, was not intended in any way to clash with
that in Bouth Adelaide, as the operation of it would
be widely ditferent,

A gentleman nt suggested the title of Poly-
technie, on which My Maguire remarked, that BMr
Cumming, when offering 100L towards ths estah-
lishment of an institute, intended it a5 a condition
that the title of polytechnic should be attached,

Mr J. T, Bagot thought the title of Mechanies'
lastitute would not be misznderstood, but Mr Sin-
gleton held the opimon thas it wes open to aifferent

cunstractions,
A seriea of resolutions were ged and & Pro-
visional Committes appointed, being & strong

desire manifested thas the support of Ministers o
the Gospel, of all denominations, should be secared
on it, bus it was thought advisable not to put down
the names of any gentlemen who either were no
present, or had not previously given their sanc

tion,
Mr Woodeock said he had no doabt he conld

speak for the Bishop, and Mr Neales, his co-
trustees, that they would econcor with him in
allowing the use of the scheol-room to the Bociety
till they eouid obtain & permanent suitable building,

The meeting wua & most influential one, and the

greatest interest appepred to Le felt in the success
uf the project. Tha varions resolutions passed will
be found in our advertising columns, '

Adelaide Times SA 16™ August, 1851 page 6

Adelaide Times (SA : 1848 - 1858), Friday, 12" September, 1851, page 3

“ADELAIDE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "ADELAIDE TIMES.”

Sir—In your remarks of yesterday, on the South Australian Library, and Mechanics' Institute,
you seem to be strangely misinformed ; as it cannot be supposed so staunch an advocate of
popular rights, can be otherwise than friendly to Institutions for popular improvement. That the
Institution is not, "in the estimation of the public, a disreputable lounge," is proved by its
generally numbering about 400 subscribers, by no means of the most disreputable characters in
Adelaide. Besides, what is there disreputable in a news-room, where one may read the papers,
English, and Colonial, including at least one, which you will admit to be of good repute, the "
Adelaide limes," and in a library, to whose catalogue enclosed, I beg leave to call your attention,
in disproof of the shelves being " loaded with trashy novels "? You would do better, perhaps, in
helping us to raise the public taste to the level of other departments of the library, than thus to
attempt to depreciate the character of the library itself, by particularising only one class of
books, at present unfortunately the most popular.

You are mistaken in alleging that "a" Chess and Draught Club is attached "to the Institution, at

the tables of which, "numbers of young men may be seen" seated at the busiest hours of the day."
There is no such club. Occasionally, when his business is over, our main chess player, an elderly
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gentleman, learned in the law, may be seen solacing himself with a game ; —is he the "rising
generation" whom you, in odd phraseology, charge our Institution with "disserving?” I have
never seen a young man playing a game at all; but if I had, I beg to remind you, that there are
other less innocent relaxations than Chess, from which, perhaps, we maybe helping to “disserve
the rising generation." After all, Sir, you should remember, relaxation is absolutely necessary to
the generality of men, and that the relaxations we offer, are decidedly of an innocent class. We
cannot all bear the continuous strain which some people endure:(—preaching on Sunday the
principles of Christianity, and practising them on week days—more or less—in the leaders of the
Adelaide Times for instance. No wonder that in the turmoil of such a busy life, we seek in vain
for the illustration of a stray virtue or two— among the rest, of that Christian charity which
thinketh no evil—to say nothing of writing and publishing it.

If you please, Sir, what dffair is it of yours, that our Secretary divides his time between our
Institution and a Building Society ? We get out of him, certainly, and out of his assistant, whom
he pays, a very fair return for his salary. And it is odd, that the "complaints loud and deep," of
which you speak, of "want of sufficient attention,” do not reach the Committee, who are surely,
rather than yourself, the party to attend to them.

Then again, "the lecturing department is a farce." If so, it is undoubtedly a great pity; but how
will it be remedied by substituting any other lecturers for the most popular ones we can find? If
you will send us any more desirable proposals, we will consider them respectfully and gratefully,
but regret that we have not the funds to requite them with anything but our thanks. By the way,
will James Allen, Esq., advertised on the same page with your attack on our institution, as about
to lecture to our rising sister of Port Adelaide, favour us in a similar manner?

Your repetition, however, of a falsehood!, at the same time that you "do not pretend to
determine" its truth; viz., "that the Institute is said to have been converted into a political engine
for securing the return of Mr Dutton, its President, bears a blacker complexion. Mr Dutton is
not the President, but one of six Vice-Presidents; Judge Cooper is the President. Mr Dutton,
however, is, and long has been, an active friend of the Institution. Long before his candidateship
for East Adelaide, he announced at one of our quarterly meetings an intended present, to be
made as soon as our Institution should obtain a Charter of Incorporation, necessary for the
protection of our property. And he has now paid a sum of money to the credit of our intended
building fund, although; we have not yet obtained, but are only applying for, our charter. From
any gentlemen, of any politics, we shall be glad to, receive similar contributions to this fund. Of
Mr Dutton, however, in his political capacity, we know nothing. I declare to you, I have never
heard a word of Mr Dutton's candidateship, at any meeting of the Institution; nay, not even a
question: as to the reason why a certain editor, so, staunch an advocate of popular rights in
general, has been so bitterly opposed to the return of the representative selected for themselves,
in the exercise of their undoubted constitutional rights, by one of the metropolitan constituencies.
And I beg to tell you, Sir, what you, as a friend of mechanics' institutes ought to know, that the
good old English rule exists in our institution—and no one has in my experience attempted to
infringe it—expressly excluding for the sake of peace. (“Controversial Divinity and Party
Politics.")

I beg to add, for the information of yourself and readers, that in applying for our Charter, we are
also endeavouring to relieve ourselves—as we are advised is our: only mode of doing so—from a
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limitation in the use of our funds, which is believed; mainly to have prevented the objects of the
"Mechanics' Institute" being more fully carried out.

I do not think it necessary to add my name, because I state nothing but what any one of our
members can substantiate. And by enquiry of our secretary, you may if you please, be convinced
that I am justified in signing myself.” ONE OF THE COMMITTEE. Adelaide, 10" September,
1851.

This is extremely early and Henry Charlick the long term chess editor of the Adelaide Observer
and writer of the 1887 Congress Book and The Jubilee of the Adelaide Chess Club has nothing
to say about the above in either book.

Did the Club come into being? Unlikely. Charlick may not have known, as in 1851 he was only
6 years of age. Chess would have been played socially then but the letter hardly brings the matter
to a friendly conclusion. If a Club did exist in 1851 in Adelaide it probably ended as the early
versions of the Melbourne Chess Club did. They died because of the gold rushes. That Club
started 8™ May, 1851 at Mr Overton’s twin bakery and confectionary shop in Swanston Street
Melbourne. The author of the article on “THE FORGOTTEN MELBOURNE CHESS CLUBS”
the late Ken Fraser was doubtful it lasted even a couple of months. (See Australian Chess Lore,
Vol. 2, p.31). There were in those early days very strong players around one of whom was killed
at the Eureka Stockade battle in 1854.

My wife Norma found all these ‘Bits & Pieces’ on Trove by typing in different chess words to
the ones I typed in. The Living Draughts photograph from 1896 of the girls in dresses hopefully
of different colour is a beauty. The Uncle of Robert Mar, one George Dean of Halifax (just
above Hull) in the Queenslander of 1895 was a nice find.

The article from The Argus of 1857 details a draughts Club at the Argus Hotel and is a great find
by Norma. Chess had started but a year earlier in late 1855-January, 1856 when a Mr. Watts
defeated Mr McCombe in a knockout event.

The image of an early draughts board and men completes “Bits & Pieces” which could go on
forever using Trove. The way rare items are found using it is amazing. Note that the board is
painted onto the top of the table. As for the copyright held by “DPSL” I hope we are forgiven for
reusing it. BM
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Mucuanics’ Isarirorion.—It o s that
n num ber of vidosble books are mlmg from
the lhoary of the Mechanics' Institution,
nolwithatanding the efforts of (he Hbrarlan
to keep his charge intact. The fact s ver
disoreditable to those who have 'humué
tlvm, and we would, In the event of suy
the defaulters being wi, wdvise the oom-
mittes to expose { in such o manner s
to prevent m repetition of conduct which s
little, if anything, short of dishonesty, 4
100 bl that the Idvm- of & publig li-
Lrary should be contr through th .
ligemoe, or worse, of some of thos: to w
they are extended, and that the institu
#hould tniput to the expense of
ﬁ'ﬂ-rkl iilt' [ ﬂcx In order to

rary iun complotences,
ments, we are glad to learn, are being

ﬁnrihmatdorlmu“ llldlhﬂﬂ:
m] raught ol h&m
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Argus (Melbourne, Vic.: 1848 - 1957), Friday, 28" December, 1855, page 4

Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Wednesday, 27" February, 1856, page 9
“The Mechanics Institute

To the Editor of the Argus

Sir, - It is about four weeks since there was a general meeting of the members, to receive the
report of the directors, and the secretary read a fine flaming account of what they were going to
do this year. Among other things lectures wee to have a great trial, and the members were
promised some fine intellectual treats, but up to this time no lectures have been delivered, nor
are there any signs of any about to be. Some times since it was promised by the secretary that a
chess and draught club would be formed under the auspices of the Institute, but alas!~ it also
died after the meeting had taken place.

Please Mr. Editor, do sharpen them up, and keep a poor fellow from the theatre, bagatelle
rooms, &c, and you will oblige yours.

A MEMBER

(On making inquiries at the Institution, we learn that there is every prospect of an interesting
and instructive series of lectures being delivered this season, and that the necessary
arrangements will be made without delay. The non formation of the contemplated chess and
draught clubs must be ascribed, we suppose, to the indifference of the members themselves. Ed.
A7

Bell's Life in Victoria and Sporting Chronicle (Melbourne, Vic. : 1857 - 1868), Saturday,
18" July, 1857, page 3
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Dmavonta Crun.—A elub has beon formed for tha

ractice of Liin woientifio game, ab tha Argus Fotel.

jdmy irtho ovonine for m-uuhng in maah week. A
Omed Tovrnament for Uirop clamics of playets will bo
armeegedd o8 wnon ps the relniive strogth of tho wembers
can be nacerbainod,

Jan, MeQuoch, of Mallsarent, eays, “I will plny auyencin
the calony of Vistorin the 0, T, 6or 0, won gnmea for
from L) to L1, *Clis in » rare ehanon for Fomo of
the Argun Hatel Tonrnament geuthonen, in Slelbourns,
who, I hollave, statad in & Jnle numbier of FOUT [T,
thnt T lindd an effennive hunsting smnomer with trio,
ean boliensl of at tho Bporbanan'a Army.  Expensen to
o nzreod wpon provided the goue i3 wed pluyed in
Hallanmé."

This image is of:
EARLY CHECKERS (DRAUGHTS) BOARD GAME copyright DWSPL/R.Williams (HR630/RM)

Reference Number: 73527

Photographer:
© DWSPL/R.Williams (HR630/RM)
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