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If the base can be destroyed the whole structure may break up.
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You must know how to use the board.

Here is a composite picture of the seven diagonals, see from the point of ���� �� ����
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It would be a good idea now to get to know the power of the pieces. If I ���� ��� ��� ��
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Consider the positions in Diagrams 15 and 16.

In both cases the telling factor is, whose turn it is to move. In all ���	� �	��	��� ��	 ���
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When a player is able to check the action of an opposing king or man in �
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That is not everything but it contributes.

Let us see another example. Observe Diagram 17.
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I is White’s turn and he is lost. It is clearly of no use to move the ���� ��	 
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We will try this out, from Diagram 26:

������ !" ������ !#

$������ %������
����� �&'!

(���� �%������ (����
�������� ��������
�� � ����� �� � �����
� � � ���� � � � ����
���� � � � ���� � � �
� ����� �� � � ��� ��
�� � ��� � ���� � � �
��� � ���� � ��� ����
�� ������� �� � �����
��� ��� �� � � � � ��
�������� ��������

����� ����	
�� �� ���� �����

Even without a count, a glance shows us that Black has made very little �������� ��� ��� ���

��� ��� �������� �� ��� ����� ������ ������ �� ��� � ��� �� ��� ����� ����� � �� ��� ������ ���

� �� ��� ������ ���� ��
�� ! "#�

White is very much further advanced; with 2 men on his first rank, 1 on his  ������� " �� ���

������ � �� ��� ��
��� ��� " �� ��� ������ � ����� �� �$�

White then is 6 moves ahead in his development. As he also appears to �������� ��� �������

��� ��� ������ ��� �%
��� � �
��������� �������� ��� �����
�� ���� ����� �� �� � 	�� ����

The game went on, and after my next four moves (which to the spectators, I ��� ����

������ ���	�� ��� ��������� ��� �������� 	����� ���� �� &������ 27. If we make a time-
count we discover quite easily, but to our surprise, ���� ����� ��� ��� � ��� �� ��� ������

����� � �� ��� ����� ��� " �� ��� ��
��� ' ����� "# ' ������� ����� (���� ��� ��� � ��� �� ���

����� ����� " �� ��� ������� " �� ��� ����� ��� " �� ��� ��
��� ' � ��
�� �� ���� "" �� ���) �����

��� ����� 	� � ��*�� �� �������� �� �������� 	� + ��*��� �*�� � ����� ���� �� ��
� ��*�� �����

�� ���� ��� ��� ������� �� ,����- . ��*�� �� ��*��������� ��� (���� 	��� ��*���

	��������/

Well, if you examine very closely these two positions you will see how ��� ������ ����

�	�
�� 0� ���� 	� 	��� �� ��
 ���� �
� ���� ��� ��
������ ���
�� 0 ����� 	� ����� ���� ���� �� ����

������ ����� ��� 1�������� �� �� ����������� �� �	���*� ���� ��� �����
*�� ����� ��� ����

&������ �+ �� &������ �2 ���� ��*����� ��� ��
�� �� ��� ���
����� ' ��� 
��
����� ��� (����

��� �� ��� ������� ����� �� ��� �������� ��� �
	3��� �� ������� ����� ���� 	��
��� �����
��

������� ���� �������� ��� ���� �� �� ��� ��� ����� ���� (���� ������ �� ���� �� ���%
���

��������



It is natural to ask now whether positional superiority and advanced ����������� 	� 
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�������� �� ������� � ��� �� ���	 ��� �
�� �� ����� �� �� � ����� ������ � �
� �������� 
�� ��

���� � ������� ���� ��� ����	 �
��� �� ����������� ��� ���� 	�����	 �� ����� ���������� �� �
�

������	 ��� �� ��� ���� �������� �� �� 	��� ������� �� ������ ��� ��� ������ ��� �� � �����

�
��
 �� �
�� ������ �������� ���� �������� ������� �
�� ������ �������

We have at our command a limited number of moves in so crowded an area, and �� ��
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In the diagram below, Black faces a dilemma:
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Black has the unenviable choice of inferiority in any one of the three �������� � ����� �� ��
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We shall not discuss here the best way for Black to mee these problems, as " �
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Your success across the board will depend upon how you face the challenge �� ���
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Up to now my main theme has bee to reply to your question which began with ���� �����
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We have arrived at a point where a theory of draughts ca be stated in ������ ������ ���
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Thus the essential processes are to observe and then visualize.
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In creating the concepts of space, force, and time we have forged the ����� ���� ����� ��
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Let us try our hand at this.
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Very well: your opponent moves his king across the double corner, and he ������ ����
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Let us return to Diagram 29 and examine it in more detail, as it is ������� ���� �� �����
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At Diagram 29 it would appear that White has very little to plan for, and �� ������ 	
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White’s objective is now apparent. The man, though it stands in the weak ������ ������� 
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This is a dramatic example of how, in addition to the squares determining ��� ����� �� ���
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From Diagram 31, it is evident that Black must cut off the White king’s ��
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Assuming best play on both sides, eventually Diagram 33 is formed, and ���� 	������ ���
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Most vital of all, we realize that every move we make must have a motive, ����� � �� 	��
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Start now.
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Let us now analyse some illustrative positions.
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As always, we should begin with a general survey in terms of space, force, 
�� ����� ��
����� �� ��� �� ���� �� �� ����
����� (� ��� ��� �
� )�
�� �������� �� ������� ��������� 
 ����


�� 
� 
 ����	����� �� *+ �� (���,� 8, but does not have ‘the move’. By the way, you
should in all cases make ���� ������ ��� �������� � ���,� -��� �
�� ��� �� �� ���� ��� � �����
��
��
����� �� ��� ���� ���� ��
��� ��� �� ��� �� �
����� ���� .������ �� �
� ��� �
� ��� ��� ��

�� �� �������� �� ������� 
 ��
� �� �
��
����
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If White’s urgent need is to develop his men then Black must try to hinder ����� �����	
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We will now review the situation:
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Black has made much progress in the space element and is still well ahead �� �����	�����
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We will now wish really to get down to the crux of this position and �"����� �� ���� #
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This is very easily done when we reca that every move is made in a ������� ��������� �
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No other system of notation could possibly do that.
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Black begins with the move G5, a direc threa to exchange kings; White ���� ���� ���
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If White were now to play F7, then there is a nea cut by Black via C7, C5, "&* "�* ��*
�
� � ���� �� '�����

It is characteristic of an indirec threa that often one is able to hold �� ��� ��� ����������
���	 
�� � ����	������ ����	� � ��� ��� ���
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Black now completely dominates the scene and so it is up to him to ������� �

���	�������� 	��� �� ������� ��� ������� ������ ������ �	�� ��� ���� ���� �����
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Can either be driven into its path? Perhaps, if the White kings ca be �	��� ��� �
 ����

������!
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Le us see this in operation. Black plays E7; then follow E8, E6, E7, F5, and  ���� ���� ���
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White may now meekly submit to Black’s plan by playing B7 and into the ������ ������	 ��
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I think it will be best if I leave you to work out the correct result for �������	 � ��� ���� ��
���� �� �� �� ��� ��&� ������ ��� ���� ���
� ���� �� ��&� ������ ����!

When you are satisfied that you have correctly analysed this situation, we ��� ������� ��

����� 
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I will now show you a couple of end-games from my own play. These will ��� ����
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The dominant features here of course are the White strength in the centre ��	 ��� �����
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What is not so eas to see is how Black could avoid this, yet the proper 	�"���� �� 
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This defensive theme is put into operation in the following sequence: G6, #$� #%� #%� &$�
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In the actua game, my opponent did not adopt this defence but let his ���� ����� � ���
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From Diagram 41, Black moved B6; after which came F8, F7, B7, C6, C3, C5, �'�(��
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If you will examine this closely, you will observe that if Black continues ��%�� ��� ����
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In the game, this meant that the long-awaited D2 had then to come for me. The ���� "��
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B4, C7, C6, A7, C(4)5, F8, A6, F7, B7, F8, B8, F7, F7, winning the exposed ��� ��	 ���
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My next example is very different.
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The first thing to be noted is an unequal number of pieces. This came ���� ������ �	
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These comments may tend to disillusion those who are under the impression ��� ���	 
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Any intelligent player can do the same.

We will now find out whether Black has in fac gained compensation. A ��������	� �����

$�� � %&! ��� ����� � %'�

It would see Black lags in development, until it is realized we are not � �	� �	�� ����	�
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When the opposing forces are unequal in number then we must take average ���������	�
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Some people say you ca prove anything with figures, so I must hasten to ����� ��� ���
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In space. the dominant feature is the grip which Black has on the two ����� ��� �� ��� �
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This hold constitutes an advantage in space, and is the only pull Black has.

Yet again the simple action of summing up the integral parts of a position �������� �� �� ���

����
��� ������ �� ��� ��
� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� ��� 
	�
��
�� �� ����� �� ���
� ��
��!� ���	

������ ���� ��	�� �
� ���
��  ������ ��� ��
�� ���� 
� "# �� ���	 	��� �� ��� $�� �� ������

��
� ��� ����� ��� 	� ��� ���
� 
�
� ��
�� ���� �
� ���� % ���� �����& �� ���  ����� �����

�
� 	�
� ����������� ���� ����� ���� ��
�� ���� �
�� �� ������ ��� �� ���� ��� ���� ���� "# 
�	

�� ����
�� ��� ���

This sounds a promising line of attack and it would probably win the game, �'���� ��
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From Diagram 43, the initial moves simply carried out the desire of eac ��
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At this stage, Black has an average time-count of 7 against White of 6.2, �� �� ���� 	��
���
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These considerations influenced the moves which followed, thus: B7, E6, B6 ������� ��
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As you saw, White could not get a king to F4 earlier and so the attack had �� �� ��	�� �� 	
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The game continued B7, E4, C4, E4, G6, E5, and now Black was able to shift �� ��	� ��
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A large proportion of these end-games in which one side is a man down ������� ����
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The method of attack takes the form of threats to one of the defending �	
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Study of the mid-game is the study of formations. You must study the �������� ���	
� ���
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If you know nothing of the mid-game then how are you to do this?

When we use a formational pattern we are playing in the element of space.
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I shall demonstrate this point, as it is of importance.
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These weighty considerations on both sides lead to the following play

From Diagram 47, move F2, D2, D2 (delaying his A3 move so as to give White a ������
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White is now at the critica juncture where he must commit himself to a ������� 	��� ��
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White has retained considerabl superiority in space; but now it is ��������� 
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You ca always make a deeper analysis for yourself if you fee so inclined, �� �
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In the position above: after the exchanges Black make a good escape by C4, "$� !%� �$�

#%� �%� #$� !$� . � !(� !$� !'� !&� !%� !/� ! � �'0
	� ����� 
���	� �� "& ����� �����1�

�&� "&� �/� "$� �&� " � �$� �$ 2 �����

Before leaving this study, I would like to refer again to Diagram 48. At 
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(As they say in boxing, you ‘telegraph’ your punches.)
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From Diagram 50 Black proceeds with discretion, giving little sign of a ������ ������� ���
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Another example of this ‘slow-motion’ theme:
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At Diagram 52, White seems far removed from any thought of attack. Yet by �����������
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I was now read to show my hand. The game continued G4, A6, G4, E2, D4, A2, ! " ��"
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We will now see something quite different – attack along the D-line.

Forming a chain of men from D1 to D5 will generally prove an ineffective �	����" ��

�������� �� #+���	 ���������" ��� �� �	,	��� �	������ -� �	��� ����" �� ��	 �+���	 �� ��	 ����

��,����� ���	 �	��		� ��	 �������� ����	� � ����� � �	� ����� ����� ��	 �+���	 ���� ����� �� �

�	����� ���	�����" �� �� �	�	" ��� ��� �� ��	 �	��� � ��	 	�	�. ��������� -�	�" � �	 	'����	

���� � ����� �	 ���	�,	 ���� ��	 �	� �� �/ ��� ��" ��	 ���	" ��	 ,�������. ��� � ���. ��� ��,	

�� ���	� ,���	� -��� �� �� �������� �� �	� �� #/ ��� #�" ����� ��� ��� ���. ��� �� �������� �� �

����� ��� ��� ���� �����	 	�	�. ����� ����� ��. ����� �� ��	�� #% ��� � �
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Not as in an A-line set-up, here White seizes any chance to get an attack ������ ���� ���
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It would see that all the activity along the D-line has fizzled out, yet �� ��� ��� �� ���
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Conversely, it is here that the Master player is able to demonstrat his ����� 	� �"��"�� ��
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We have alread see that Black occupies the centre of the board and, to �� ���� �����	��
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From Diagram 56, the actual moves played carried out these ideas on both ����� �� ��������
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Black has prevented White from getting a grip and White must now be ������� �� ���� ��	�
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In the game, White played G4, A6, G4, forming Diagram 58. With this ����	���� ���
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It seems rather incongruous to refer to a spearhead in defence, yet at the ���� ������� ��
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This latter remark is both praise and indictment. While it is the idea �������� �	������
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A characteristic of the play is the move G4 which comes early in the game, �	��� 	� ��
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The position is almost devoid of distinctive features and anything but a ����� ���
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I have now dealt with all of the major themes of mid-game play, and you ��� ���
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When I told you, in Chapter One, that it would not be best for me to begin �� ��� ���������
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It is now possible for us to survey together the problems of the opening.
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If our wish is to create a type of position that will favour us, then i  �� ������� ��� �� ���
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Consider the position in Diagram 60, which we must all face.
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If you make all the usual counts in space, force, and time, you will find ������
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Yet everything has not bee taken into account. You may reca that I ��������� ���
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It is rather interesting to ask which of these aspects of time is of ������� ������ �� ����
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Making the first move of the game is equivalent to serving in tennis or ����	
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In the opening, it is less important to compare the strength of various ����	 
� ��� ���� �� �	
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If Black is to begin with a threat, then of course it may as well be of ��	� ������
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Let us examine this initial D4 move and some of its consequences.

White has two immediate methods of meeting Black’s threats; by an exchange �� �
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After an exchange (D4 or G4) it is to be observed that White gains an �	���� �� ����� ��
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Both D4 and G4 are basic space-for-time exchanges, and you must understand ���
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You will note that, when the Black jump is made, White loses a man on his ������ �����
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Before leaving this topic, I will make the general distinction that ������ �� ���� ���� ���
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We come now to the reply E4 to Black’s D4 move. See Diagram 62:
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In making this move White, at leas for the time being, prevents Black’s #����� ���� ����
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Black may now consider whether to bring pressure against the White man at  �� �� ��
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An example of the first mentioned: B3, B4, B4, E3, G4, D3, G3, B5, E2, D2, �+� ,�� #&�
��� ������� ������� &+-
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Black now mobilized his A-line attack with the move D4 and the game ���	
���� ��� ���
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An example of a D-line attack, from Diagram 62: E4, G6, A4, B4, G5, C5, D3, ��� ��
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Once more from Diagram 62: Black may prefer to play a move that will keep ����
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White has other possible replies to Black’s opening D4 move, of course.

These are B4 or C4 or A4. The first three named are purely passive replies,  �"�
	
�+ �(��	��
��� 
% ���	$
�+ 	$�� 
������� �����.� �����# /$�� ��� +��� )�(�� 	� ��� 
% ��� "
�$�� 	� +
(� �

���� �0���
����� �������	 �0	�� ���� "
	$ "$
�$ 	� 	
� $
)���% 
� ���	� 1 	$� +���	 �
��	���	$*

���	��� ���	��� 2�)�� 3���
�� "
�� ���� �� ���'�'�� 	$� ��	�	���
�+ �0�����	 �% ��� 	
)� �	 	$
�

�	��� �% ����#

White’s remaining alternative, A4, is of a very different order and we "
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embark on an A-line attack, intending then to counter-attack along the ����� �� ����� �	
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We know from discussing the mid-game that a formation erected along the �!���� �� ��� ��
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As we see that D4 is a good opening move for Black, it is reasonable to ������
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A cardina principle of opening play is that eac side shall, where ��������� ���	�� �
��	�
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Here, White plays F4 which is an important and characteristic reply as it ����� ���� !�

�
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 	��� "��� ���� ���� ����� �# �� �� �� ��� �� ��� ��� �� 	���� "���� ����������
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Black has loosened the grip, but is now open to attack along the D-Line.

These remarks concerning an early C4 apply with even greater force to "����� *� �����
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An exception to this is when Black begins his game with A4. Now C4 is a �������� "����
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Returning to Diagram 65: we must note that Black fears the F4 move from "���� ���� �� ��

��	�� ������������� '�� ��������� �� "���� ������� �� ���� ���� ��� ��	� �� ������� ���� �# 

�� ���� (�� ���� ������ �� ���� ��������, ���� -�� ������	 ..�
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The position is comparable to that of Diagram 62, and White now plays F4, �� 
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�
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Once again, an analysis by theory discloses the rea truth of the situation ����� 
		 �����
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If you will analyse this situation in the way I have taught you, it will ������ 
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Black has every reason to be satisfied with his mid-game prospects.

It is not the aim of this chapter to catalogue all the possible ways of 	������ �	
 �����
���� 	� ����� �� ����� �
�������	�� �� ����� 	� 	������� �� ���� ����
����� ��� ����� 	���
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In Chapter Three, we set out upon a scientific enquiry into the game of ��
����� �
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���� ��� ������	 
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You have see what science ca do. From here on the artist, the gambler, ��� ���

����	�	��� ���� 	���  ��� ���
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Before going further, I would strongly advise you to re-read from the ��� ��������� ���
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‘So weak and lacking in endurance is the human frame that if it pass from ��� ��� ��
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Lorenzo Valls, 1597

‘When the other moves, indeed at all times, watch well his hands that no ����� ���� ���
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When moving see that he does not conceal some other piece which ought to  ����� �� ����
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Do not move till his hands are quite clear of the board.’

‘F.T.V,’ c.1702.
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You sit at the table and you hold the coin ready. He faces you and the first ���� �� ���
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You toss the coin, he calls ‘heads’, and it is. He chooses White and you ��� ��� �� �	�� ���
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The game starts: you move D4, and he replies B4; you decide to come with �� � ����
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 �� ��� ��	� !"�

You are glad you did that when he takes the cut by C5, G5, A5, E5, C5, as ��� ���� ����
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Your A-line attack is now taking shape and by bringing pressure agains  ����)� �	� 	� *+

��� �	� 	���� �� ������� , �� ��� ��	� -%� ������� .%�

This is even easier than you thought it would be. You almost fee sorr ��� ��� ��� ���
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You do not move for a while, as you wish to enjoy this moment. The ������
 ����� �� ��
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At last you move, B4.  He must resign in a very little while.
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The champion gives a sort of sigh and looks across at you, perhaps more in ���� ��
� ��


���� �� ����� ���

Of course he is just throwing away the game, so as to come out with the �	� 
	���� ��� ��


��� ��
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��� ��� �� ��
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Then it hits you.

Your nerves are still good so you do not say a word, though back of the "��� �������
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You are going to be very carefu this time. You play E4, and after that ��� ��	� �� -( ����
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The game proceeds D3, D3, F3, B5, F2, D2, D2 and he is playing right into ��� �
����
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He sits there, very quiet and rather sad. You look towards the exit. You ���� �� "
�#�

�
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This gives you a choice of jumps, E6 or G6. You study long and hard. The �����	� �� ��
�

�� 
 ������� ������� ������ �� ���
��#�



������� ��

	
�� � 	
�����

���
�
��������
���� ��� �
����������
�������� �
� � ��� ��
�� �������
��� � ����
����������
� ��� ����
��������

����� � �� 	��


On your way home you try to work out what went wrong. You refuse to ������ 
�� ��
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Perhaps this is where I had better cut in. You have just met artistry i  ���������

We have become familiar with a method of assessing positions by analysing ��� �������
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This we are able to do to a very high degree of precision. Yet the rea ����� �� � 	�����
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At times, the decisive factor is not to be found in a strictly measurable ���� � ������� �
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A simple parallel may be found in the rea of music. Anyone who has ������ �����
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Thus conceding the value of creative talent – if one could not assess even ��� ����
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Luckily, there are signs which can at least warn us of possible danger.

All positional play operates in the elements of space and time, and gains �� ��� �����
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Begin a game with the move C4 and reply with G4. White threatens to gain a �� ��
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Whilst considerations of space or time factors may govern his selection fro  ������ �� ��
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The value of such tactics will depend on whether the threat can be �������� �� ���� ��
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From the beginning again, play C4, and vary with B4, then F4. White here �� ��� ��
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If you dwell on this for a while, you will come to see that such manoeuvres �� ����� ����
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One piece ca only compel another if they are in contact, and these points �
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It is eas to see that where a position is wide open, so to speak, and it �� ��� �������� ��
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The interesting feature of the two games which led to Diagram 68 and -���� ). �� ���
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Though Black poses a direct threat to gain a two-for-one exchange, this  ����	 �
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After their E7 move, I play F6 and then comes B4, F4, D3, D7, E8, F6, E7,  $� %&� '!�
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You will observe how the pressure is maintained throughout – because, once ����� ��
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From Diagram 70, the proper play for White is A3, G7, D3, F4, and now E7 �� �� ��	
�
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The following merits special attention.

A D-line attack seems the logica procedure here for White. One takes into ������� ����
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So D5 is played, and hopes are high. The next few moves are what one would �����	
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Rather surprisingly, Black meekly allows White full sway and the game ���	���� ��
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White now has only E7, after which Black executes a paralysing coup by F6, ��
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If you carefully go over the play from Diagram 71, step by step, you will �� 	��	 ����� ��
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It is worth recalling that Anderson defeated Wyllie with this same coup in 	���� !����
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The kind of skill displayed here is what is often called ‘genius’ and is a ���� 	����	+
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Undoubtedly the best way to gain skill in executing the artistic coup is �$ 	�� 	��$ ���
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A draughts problem is a composed study in the element of force. It is a �������� ��������
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It is an exercise in visualization, and is solved by identifying points of �	����� ��� �������
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The value of problem study is immense, in that it teaches one to be 	�������� 	� ������ ���
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There are three vital tenets. Firstly: a problem is always an essa in �	���� ���	���� �
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The presence of these purely mechanica attributes, though essential, does �	� �� ������ 
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To end this book, I present a selection from my own problem compositions.

I have tried to arrange these more or less in order of difficulty, though ��� ��� ��� ���� �
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I do not show the solutions to these problems. All of them end in a very ��������	 �������
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Good hunting!
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